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Annotated Penfield Baptist Church Minutes 
       

      Penfield, 11th May, 1839 

 At the request of sundry brethren at Penfield, the following ministering brethren 

attended, and formed a Presbytery, (to wit) C. D. Mallary, V. R. Thornton, W. M. Tryon, 

and B. M. Sanders, for the purpose of constituting a Church at this place. An appropriate 

Sermon was preached by B. M. Sanders; after which bro. C. D. Mallary was called to the 

Chair; and bro. Sanders appointed Clerk. 

 

 The Presbytery formed to constitute the Penfield Baptist Church was made up of 

men with strong ties to Mercer Institute/Mercer University.  

 Charles Dutton Mallary served as Agent 1837-1840 and was largely instrumental 

in raising Mercer’s first endowment fund. He wrote the book Memoir of Jesse Mercer.  

 Vincent R. Thornton served on the Executive Committee of the Georgia Baptist 

Convention (1833-1838). Mercer Institute was under the direct supervision of this 

committee.  

 Billington McCarthy Sanders was the President of Mercer Institute and served as 

general superintendent, teacher, steward and farmer. He was also the first President of 

Mercer University.  

 Charles Dutton Mallary, Vincent R. Thornton, and Billington McCarthy Sanders 

were Mercer University Trustees and served until their deaths.  

 William Melton Tryon was a ministerial student in the first class of Mercer 

Institute. In 1841 he went to Texas as a missionary and was one of the founders of Baylor 

University.  

 The following persons handed in letters: - James Davant, Martha Davant, James 

H. Low, Ansel Albritton, Noah Hill, Tilitha Hill, his wife; William Richards, Ann 

Richards, Samuel Richards, Catherine Richards, Alfred Buckner, J. G. Polhill, Absalom 

E. Reeves and Eliza H. Reeves, his wife; Adiel Sherwood and Emma C. Sherwood; Edna 

Williams, John W. Attaway, B. F. Tharp, A. Wellborn, and H. Gibson. 

 Articles of Faith and a Church Covenant were presented, and, with some additions 

suggested by the Presbytery, and fully accorded in by the candidates for constitution, and 

thus amended being fully approved by the Presbytery, prayer was made by bro. V. R. 

Thornton, and a charge delivered by bro. Wm. M. Tryon; bro. C. D. Mallary presiding in 

the Presbytery and guiding the examination of the candidates for constitution. 

       B. M. Sanders, Sec’ry 

 

Articles of Faith 

1st We believe the Bible to be the Word of God, written by men divinely inspired, and our 

only rule of faith and practice. 

2nd We believe in one living and true God, existing in three persons- the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghost- and these Three equal in wisdom, power and glory. 

3rd We believe in the fall of man from his original righteousness, and in the utter 

depravity of his nature. 

4th We believe that a man is wholly unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined 

state; but that his inability to obey God’s laws, consisting in the depravity and rebellion 

of his nature, furnishes no excuse for rejecting the call of the Gospel. 
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5th We believe in a covenant of redemption between the Father and the Son; the doctrine 

of election; effectual calling; justification by the imputed righteousness of Christ; 

regeneration by the Holy Spirit; the unchangeable love of God to his people, and their 

perseverance in grace to glory. 

6th We believe in the resurrection of the body; the final judgment; the eternal happiness of 

the righteous, and the endless misery of the wicked. 

7th We believe that a properly constituted Church of Christ, is a congregation of 

immersed believers, associated by covenant in the fellowship of the Gospel, and 

governed by the laws of Christ. The offices of the Church are Bishop, or Pastor, and 

Deacons; the ordinances are Immersion and the Lord’s Supper; - the former to be 

administered to believers only, by an authorized administrator; and the latter to such 

persons only as are thus immersed. 

8th We believe that the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day, and to be kept holy and to 

religious purposes – works of necessity and mercy only being allowed. 

 

 

Church Covenant 

 

Having been, as we trust, brought by divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to give up ourselves wholly to Him, we solemnly and joyfully covenant with each 

other to walk together in Him, with all humility and brotherly love; to watch over each 

other for good, and to stir up each other to love and good works; not forsaking the 

frequent assembling of ourselves together to worship God according to his revealed will  

as occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish each other according to the rules 

of the gospel, that the growth of the whole body in Christian knowledge and holiness, 

may be thereby promoted, to the end we may stand complete in all the will of God. For 

the same purpose, we will uphold the public worship of God, and the ordinances of his 

house, and hold constant communion with each other therein; we will cheerfully 

contribute of our property for the maintenance of a faithful ministry of the Gospel among 

us, and for the extension of the blessed Redeemer’s Kingdom Universally.  

We will not omit family and closet religion at home, nor allow ourselves in the 

too common neglect of the great and important duty of religiously training our children 

for the service of God and the enjoyment of heaven. We will, also, sympathize with each 

other in seasons of temptation and affliction, and be ready to distribute to the necessities 

of the saints. 

We will especially pray with and for each other; for the Church Universally; for 

the promised effusion of the Holy Spirit; for the prosperity of Zion, and the ingathering of 

the elect. 

And may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

make us perfect in every good work to do his will, that we may not only enjoy a name 

and a place in his Church on earth, but finally unite with the glorious church of the First 

Born in Heaven, in ascribing blessing and honor, might, majesty and dominion to Him 

who sitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb forever! 

Signed 

James Davant  Wm. Richards  A. E. Reeves 
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Martha Davant Ann Richards  Eliza H. Reeves 

James H. Low  Catherine Richards A. Sherwood 

Ansel Albritton Samuel Richards Emma Sherwood 

Noah Hill  Jno. W. Attaway B. F. Tharpe 

Edna Williams  A. Buckner  A. Wellborn 

Taletha Hill  J. G. Polhill  H. A. Gibson 

 

 James Davant and Adiel Sherwood were early Mercer University trustees. 

Benjamin F. Tharpe was a trustee from 1851-1893. John G. Polhill and William Richards 

were trustees 1838. 

 Adiel Sherwood wrote the resolution proposing and leading up to the 

organization of the Georgia Baptist Convention. He offered the resolution at the 

Convention at Buckhead Church in Jenkins County that led to the founding of Mercer 

Institute.  He wrote the book A Gazeteer of the State of Georgia. He pastored several 

churches including the First Baptist Church of Christ in Macon from 1828-1830. He was 

the first pastor of the Penfield Baptist Church and chair of Sacred Literature at Mercer 

Institute/Mercer University 1838-1841. 

 Ancel Milton Albritton was born January 21, 1810 and died November 20, 1856. 

He is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, Georgia. 

 Noah Hill, Alfred Buckner, John G. Polhill, Absalom E. Reeves, Benjamin F. 

Tharpe, Abner R. Wellborn and H. Gibson were all Mercer Institute students.  

 Benjamin F. Tharpe and Abner R. Wellborn were in the first graduating class of 

Mercer University. Some items on the account of B. F. Tharpe while a student at Mercer 

were: “candles 50c; Bible 62 ½ c; postage $1.75 ½; sewing first term $4.37 ½; quills 12 

½ c; mendng $1.50”. He served as Mercer Trustee 1851-1893.  

 John W. Attaway was a teacher at Mercer Institute (1837-1838) and Assistant 

Professor at Mercer University (1839-1841).  

 William Richards and his wife Ann were the parents of Catherine and Samuel 

Pearce Richards. Their children Jabez Judson, William Carey, and Amelia S. Richards 

also joined the Penfield Baptist Church. Samuel Pearce Richards enrolled as a Mercer 

student August 31, 1846. He kept a diary for sixty seven years which now belongs to the 

Atlanta History Center. Excerpts from the portion of his diary from 1860-1865 are 

featured in the book Sam Richards’s Civil War Diary. After leaving Penfield, Sam 

Richards and his brother, Jabez, opened a bookstore in Macon, Georgia. In October, 

1861 they moved their bookstore to Atlanta. In his diary he gives a firsthand account of 

life in that city during the war. In September, 1864, General William T. Sherman forced 

the evacuation of Atlanta and Sam and his family moved to New York where they 

remained until August, 1865 at which time they returned to Atlanta.  

  

 

 

Rules of Decorum 

 

1. The Pastor shall be considered, and shall act as, Moderator when present and 

when absent, the Conference shall appoint one, - the Moderator having the 

privilege to fill the Chair at any time by calling on some member present. 
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2. The Conference being organized, the following order shall be observed:- 1st-

Open a door; 2ndly Call for references; 3rdly- Attend to new matter, if any, in 

order. 

3. All free white male members shall attend every Conference either stated or 

occasional, and the Sisters as often as circumstances will permit. And every 

free white male member failing to attend two meetings in succession, shall, if 

present at the third, be called on for his reasons; if not present, shall be cited, 

and if he continues obstinate, shall be dealt with as other offences. Nor shall 

any member absent himself from the Conference without leave of the 

Moderator. 

4. The Clerk shall keep a list of all free male members, and call at the close of 

Conference; and any member present having been absent, is expected to 

render his excuse without being called on. 

5. Any brother intending to speak, shall arise and address the Moderator; and no 

member shall speak more than thrice to any one subject in debate, without 

leave of the Moderator. All private conversation is expressly forbidden during 

conference hours. 

6. No motion shall claim the attention of the Moderator unless seconded, and the 

last motion considered first in order. 

7. All the communicants are required to take their seats at communion, and if 

any should repeatedly refuse, or frequently absent themselves, the cause shall 

be inquired into by the Deacons, and treated as the nature of the case may 

require. 

8. The Articles of Faith and Covenant shall be read every quarter, and the Rules 

of Decorum every Conference. 

 

9 Having been commanded to abstain from all appearances of evil; and also to 

bring up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord 

Resolved That this church 

 regards the attendance of any of its members or parties assembled for the purpose 

of drinking, gambling, or dancing as in direct violation of the first of the above 

injunctions. Resolved that this regards the allowing of children on the part of their parents 

to attend such places as in direct violation of the second of the above injunctions, if the 

child he still under parental authority.  

Resolved, That any member of this church hereafter acting at variance with the 

sentiments expressed in the above resolutions, shall be dealt with as offenders against 

God’s laws. 

Resolved, That the above be appended to the Decorum of this Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of Penfield Baptist Church 
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May 11, 1839 the church having assembled Bro. B. M. Sanders was called upon to act as 

Moderator and Bro. Wm M. Tryon clerk-  

On motion resolved that this body for the present be called the Penfield Baptist Church. 

Visiting brethren were then invited to take seats. The door of the church was then opened 

for the reception of candidates where upon William Lundy, William Skinner, Alexander 

M. Williams, and Thos. A Gibbs, G. M. Fish, Steven Willis, Charles G. Postell, & Wm 

Baughn came forward and related as we believe experience of grace and were 

accordingly received into the fellowship of the church.   

 

 Charles G. Postell and William Baughn were Mercer Institute students. Thomas 

Alexander Gibbs was a Mercer Institute student 1839-1841. His son, Cornelius Mercer 

Gibbs served in the Confederate Army and died in a hospital in Virginia in December, 

1861.  

 

William S. Baily and V. A. Tharpe also related satisfactory experience & were 

received, but their baptism was postponed for the purpose of consulting their friends. 

 

Sister Mary Phipps & Edmond Cody were taken under the watch care of the 

church. 

 

 Edmund Cody, age 41, is listed in the 1860 Hilliardville, Henry County, Alabama 

census as a Missionary Baptist Preacher. 

 

Bro. A. E. Reeves was elected clerk.  Conference then adjourned to meet again at 

night. 

                                                                      Wm  M. Tryon clk 

 

Night – Church met pursuant to appointment. 

B. M. Sanders Moderator 

A door was opened for the reception of members when Miss Amanda Robertson, 

Parmelia Ivy, H. J. Burke & M. A. Hall came forward & related, as we hope, experiences 

of grace & were received into fellowship. 

Bro. William L. Atkinson was then received under the watch care of the church & 

the clerk was requested to unite with him in writing to the church of which he is a 

member to procure for him a letter of dismission. 

 

Adjourned to meet at the water at ½ past 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.   Wm  M. 

Tryon 

 

Sabbath Morning ½ past 8, May 12th, 1839.   

Pursuant to previous appointment met at the water where the Rev. C. D. Mallary 

administered the ordinance of Baptism to all whose names appeared in the minutes of 

yesterday except those whose baptism is definitely postponed. 

                                                                   A.E. Reeves Clk 

 

Evening Conference Bro. Sanders mod.  



 6 

 A door being again opened, R. M. Johnston, Samuel Borders, J. D. Fish, H. P. 

Heath came forward and gave satisfactory evidence of a work of grace and were 

received.   

A.G. Perryman and Thos Dooly were also received but their baptism was 

postponed for the purpose of consulting their friends. 

Adjourned.                                                A.E. Reeves, Clerk 

 

Samuel Knox Borders, Henry Prior Heath, and Thomas Dooly were Mercer 

Institute students.  

The autobiography of Richard Malcolm Johnston states he entered Mercer 

University in February, 1839 and graduated July, 1841 in the first graduating class. 

Jesse Mercer visited Penfield the latter part of June, 1841 to spend a few weeks with 

friends and to attend the college commencement, and the annual meeting of the board of 

trustees, both to take place the last of July. He was president of the board of trustees. He 

died September 6, 1841 just weeks after the first Mercer University graduation.  

 

May 13th 1839 A.M. 

Met in conference B. M. Sanders moderator.  

A door being opened Miss Ann Davenport & Frances Henderson, Asa Hearn, J.C. 

Shephard & Richard Griffin were received into fellowship upon relating  what we hope 

was a work of grace in the heart.  Also Mildred Dillon whose baptism was postponed to 

consult her parents. 

Adjourned.                                              A.E. Reeves Clerk 

 

 John C. Shepherd and Richard Griffin were Mercer Institute students.  

 

P. M. Conference reassembled    

Bro B. M. Sanders Modr -An opportunity being given Miss Amanda Macon, 

William Winn & J. C. Vason came forward & related experiences of grace upon which 

they were received into the fellowship of the church. 

 

Richard Branham was also received but his baptism was delayed for the purpose 

of consulting his friends- Jabez Judson Richards was received by letter. Agreed to meet at 

the water for baptism at 4 o’clock P. M. tomorrow. 

    Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

Penfield May 14, 1839    Pursuant to adjournment met at the water when the Rev. C. D. 

Mallary administered the Ordinance of Baptism to the following persons  

R. M. Johnston, Samuel Borders, J. D. Fish, H. P. Heath, Miss Ann Davenport, Miss 

Fannie Henderson, Asa Hearn, J. C. Shepherd, Richard Griffin, Amanda Macon, Wm 

Winn, & J. C. Vason. 

A.E. Reeves Clk 

 

May 15, 1839  Met in Conference 
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Bro B. M. Sanders Modr   A door being opened J. A. Vrooman came before the church 

and was received on giving satisfactory evidence of a change of heart. 

 Eren Etheldred Raney was also received by experience & next Sabbath appointed 

for his & Bro Vrooman’s baptism. 

    Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

May 18th  Church met in Conference 

Bro B. M. Sanders Modr  On motion ordered that the Brethren Davant & Reeves be 

added to the committee (for the revision of the church covenant) for the purpose of 

drafting rules for the government of the church – Half past 8 o’clock tomorrow was 

appointed for Baptism. 

 

 

Agreed to observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper immediately after divine service 

tomorrow. 

    Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

 

Sabbath morning   May 19th 1839 

Pursuant to appointment Bro J. A. Vrooman & E. Raney were baptized by B. M. Sanders. 

Repaired to the Chapel & after preaching the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was 

administered to the church. 

       A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

 

June 1st 1839 

 Conference met, Bro. B. M. Sanders Mod 

  Wm J. Bailey & R. Branham whose baptism was postponed for the 

purpose of consulting their parents having received letters granting consent (which were 

read) ½ past 8 o’clock tomorrow was appointed for their baptism.  

 Appointed the Saturday before the 2nd Lord’s Day in this month for the choice of 

a pastor & two deacons. 

 Agreed to observe it as a day of fasting & prayer for Divine direction. 

      A. E. Reeves, Clk 

 

June 2nd 1839 

 Pursuant to appointment Brethren Bailey and Branham were baptized by Rev. C. 

D. Mallary. 

       A.E.R. 

 

June 8th 1839 

 Pursuant to appointment church met in conference. Bro. Wm Richards Moderator. 

A door being opened Ira O. McDaniel and Rebecca his wife & Lewis L. Salmons 
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presented letters of dismission from Shiloh church whereupon they were received as 

members of this church. 

 The church then proceeded to the choice of a pastor & deacons. On counting the 

ballots it appeared that brother Adiel Sherwood was chosen pastor, who being present 

signified his acceptance for the present year, and I. O. McDaniel & A. E. Reeves were 

elected deacons. Bro McDaniel requested time to consider the subject before he could 

accept, which was granted. 

  Adjourned 

       A. E. Reeves, Clk 

 

 Ira Oliver McDaniel was Assistant Professor at Mercer Institute/Mercer 

University from 1833 to 1839. His son, Philip Sanders McDaniel served in Company L, 

Chestatee Artillery, 38th Infantry, CSA and was killed in battle Monocacy, Maryland on 

July 9, 1863. 

 

July 13, 1839 

 Church met in Conference. A. Sherwood moderator. 

A door was opened for the reception of members. A. G. Perryman who before had 

received the right hand of fellowship requested baptism and tomorrow at ½ past 9 was 

appointed for that purpose. 

 Bro L. Green and Eliza Green his wife were received by letter from the 

Greensboro church. Bro. F. Davenport and Wm R. Sheely a Licentiate were received 

under the watch care of the church by recommendation from their respective churches. 

Appointed our next regular conference day for the ordination of Bro. I. O. McDaniel as 

deacon and agreed to observe it as a day of fasting and prayer. 

 Read & adopted rules of decorum presented by the Committee. 

   Adjourned 

      A. E. Reeves, Clk 

 

A. D. Sherwood 

Moderator 

 

 Lemuel Greene was a trustee of Mercer Institute and Mercer University. He is 

buried in the Penfield Cemetery. He was born March 29, 1785 and died March 22, 1855.  

 

Penfield Church  August 10th 1839 

 Met in conference. In the absence of the clerk Bro Wm Richards was appointed 

the pro tem. 

 In consequence of Bro McDaniel’s absence his ordination was postponed till 

Saturday before the 2nd Lord’s day in next month 

 Bro. Wm Sanders and others from Shiloh expressed their wishes to maintain 

correspondence with us.  

 Appointed Brethren Green, Richards & Buckner to represent us in their next 

meeting. Also Davant & Richards to Bethesda, Reeves & Green to Greensboro and 

Davant & Reeves to Bairds. 

  Adjourned 
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     Wm Richards 

      Clk pro tem 

Sept. 7th 1839 

 Church met in conference 

A door being opened V. A. Tharpe & Walker Brooks who had before been received but 

whose baptism had been postponed for consultation with their parents presented 

themselves for baptism, & on further examination were proposed for baptism. George 

Sherwood was also received by experience of grace. Sister Elizabeth M. Hodge & Sister 

E. H. Macon presented letters of dismission from Shiloh on which they were received. 

Wm H. Atkinson was also received by letter from the church at Edgefield S. C. 

 Appointed A. Sherwood & Wm Richards delegates to the Association and in case 

of failure N. Hill. The latter to write the letter by which we make application for 

admission as a component part of that body- Ordered that two dollars be sent for minutes. 

Agreed to take up a public collection on the 3rd Lord’s Day in this month for missions. 

We were gratified by the presence of sundry brethren as correspondents from Bairds, 

Bethesda, & Shiloh churches. According to previous appointment agreed to attend to the 

ordination of Bro McDaniel. Bro. B. M. Sanders and Bro. W. Richards being present and 

having been previously invited in commission with our pastor Bro Sherwood formed the 

Presbytery. Bro McDaniel then came before the church. Bro Sanders read certain 

passages of scripture which referred to the office of a deacon & propounded the usual 

questions to the church & candidate. Bro Richards made the ordination prayer whereupon 

Bro. McDaniel was solemnly set apart to the office of Deacon by prayer & the imposition 

of hands by the Presbytery. 

 Ordered that the Brethren Green, Reeves & McDaniel, deacons of the church be 

appointed & considered a standing committee and that it be considered their duty to 

enquire into any prejudicial report against any member or disorder by conduct of any 

member and prepare the same for the hearing and action of the church. 

 

 The case of brother C. G. Postell’s having left the Institution in violation of its 

regulations, also having debts unpaid was reported and the above committee were 

required to take suitable steps to have it investigated. 

 Adjourned. 

     A. E. Reeves 

      Clk 

 

Penfield Oct 12th 1839 

Church met in Conference. A. Sherwood Moderator 

A door being opened James Borroughs was received by experience and Thos G. Macon 

by letter from Shiloh. Bro Postell’s case was continued for the purpose of hearing from 

him- Granted Bro A. Albritton a letter of dismission. Appointed 9 o’clock a. m. tomorrow 

for Bro Borroughs’ baptism. 

    Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 Thomas Grimes Macon was a Mercer Institute student. He was born November 

16, 1824 and died December 27, 1893. He is buried in the Pitts City Cemetery, Wilcox 

County, Georgia. 
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Sabbath 9 o’clock A. M. Oct. 13th 1839 

Pursuant to appointment met at the water and baptized Bro. J. Burroughs. 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

Nov. 9th 1839 

 Church met in conference. Pastor Modr Brethren Geer, Edmondson & Callaway 

from Bairds, Forrester & Janes from Bethesda, Sanders & others from Shiloh were in 

attendance as messengers who were gladly received by the brethren. On motion Bro. 

Postell’s case was taken up- The report of the committee confirming the charges read & 

adopted viz The committee report that delay has produced no mitigation but from letters 

received from Bro. Postell by the clerk the case is still more aggravated- He therefore in 

the minds of the committee stands charged- 

1st With leaving the Institution in direct violation of its regulations 

2nd With contracting debts contrary to the laws of the Institution and leaving without 

paying them or making any arrangement for their payment 

3rd With unbecoming & unchristian language in his answers to letters written to him by 

the clerk under the direction of the church. The charges as also the letters referred to 

being read, it was declared that the charges were here and sustained by sufficient 

evidence – And on motion it was unanimously resolved that he be excluded and his 

exclusion was rendered by the moderator.   

 

 L. Green, A. E. Reeves, J. Davant, N. Hill, I. O. McDaniel, and W. Richards were 

appointed to investigate prejudicial reports against Bro. J. J. Richards and report at a 

meeting of the church to be subsequently held_ 

 Agreed that the members of the church furnish themselves with Watts & Rippon’s 

hymnal. On motion the church requested D. W. Chase lead the music at our church 

meetings.  

 Appointed Green & McDaniel correspondents to Shiloh, Buckner & Tharpe to 

Bairds, Attaway and Green to Greensboro and Attaway and Sheely to Bethesda.  

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 Watts and Rippon refers to Isaac Watts and John Rippon, early hymn writers. 

 

Dec 1st 1839 

Church met in conference. The pastor being absent Bro. B. M. Sanders was appointed 

moderator_ A door being opened J. L. Tarwater was received by experience. The report 

of the committee on the case of Bro. J. J. Richards was read as follows __Report that 

after a full examination we do not find sufficient strength of evidence to establish the 

charge against him of changing his name for the practice of fraud yet in the minds of 

some of the committee there are grounds for the suspicion of wrong. The charge of 

attempting deception on his father was so explained that it could not be substantiated. 

The charge of indecent conduct toward a female some of the committee decide is fully 

sustained by incontestable evidence. The accused being before the committee & after due 

examination find him disposed to equivocate & subject to many contradictions would 

therefore recommend to the church his exclusion. On motion the report was received 
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whereupon it was agreed to carry out the recommendation for his exclusion. The vote 

being put was unanimous (except his father) he therefore stands excluded. 

 Ordered that Bro Attaway be added to the standing committee for the purpose of 

investigating and endeavoring to reconcile difficulties in the minds of sundry Brethren in 

relation to the conduct of Bro. Wm Richards.  

 Having received from other resources as also from the written acknowledgements 

of Bro Wm H. Atkinson reports that he had been engaged in an affray with Smith Warner 

which resulted in his challenging Warner to fight with weapons for which it was 

unanimously decided that he stand excluded from fellowship with us. 

 On motion ordered that written license be granted Bro. J. W. Attaway, Bro. Alfred 

Buckner, & Bro. B. F. Tharpe to exercise their gift in preaching, exhortation and prayer 

wherever in the providence of GOD their lot may be cast. Granted to Bro J. G. Polhill a 

letter of dismission. Appointed to meet at the water at ½ past 8 A. M. tomorrow for the 

baptism of Bro. Tarwater.  

  Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 D. W. Chase was a Mercer Institute student.  

 

Sabbath morning Dec. 8th 1839 

Met at the water and baptized Bro J. L. Tarwater 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

Penfield January 11th 1840 

Church met in conference  

A door being opened for the reception of members Bro. D. W. Chase & sister 

Chase his wife were received as members by letter from the church in Madison. 

The Committee on the case of Bro. Richards reported a settlement of the 

difficulties in relation to his conduct. On motion the report was adopted. 

 In view of our pastor’s having accepted the care of the church for a limited time 

and that time having expired agreed to consider the subject at the next conference. 

Appointed Messengers as follows: To Bairds Richards & McDaniel, Shiloh McDaniel & 

Green, Bethesda Richards and Attaway. 

  Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves 

      Clk 

A. Sherwood 

Moderator 

  

February 8th 1840 

Church met in Conference. Bro E. F. H. Johnson presented a letter from the Wake Forest 

Church upon which he was received into fellowship. Received Bro. S. W. Moyer under 

the watch care of the church. Granted Sis. P. Ivy & Bro. James H. Lane letters of 

dismission. 

Ordered that the deacons be requested to furnish suitable furniture for sacramental 

purposes. 

  Adjourned 
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     A. E. Reeves Clk 

A. E. Sherwood 

Moderator 

 

Penfield March 7th 1840 

Church met in Conference 

Bro Jesse M. Wood and Sister Margaret Willis were received by letter. Bro Chas Cargyle 

received under the watch care of the Church. The choice of a pastor was taken up and 

considered and on motion agreed to extend to Bro. Sherwood an invitation to continue his 

services. The invitation was thereupon unanimously extended. Bro. Sherwood being 

present stated that he would give an answer shortly. 

 Appointed the Brethren Davant, Green, Reeves & McDaniel a committee to make 

suitable arrangements for the accommodations of the Ga Bapt Convention which is to 

meet at this place the first of May next & that the Committee invite Sanders & Janes to 

assist in the arrangements. Ordered that the Church pay a fourth of the expense for 

furnishing lights in the College Chapel for Divine service. 

Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

 Rev. Jesse M. Wood was, for a few years, the head of the Woodland Female 

Seminary at Cedartown.  

 

April 11th 1840 

Church met in Conference. 

Appointed Bro. Smith moderator. 

A door being opened James Sheatman, Augustus Cargyle, Miles Goodwin, Edwin 

Randle, Augustus Fanning, T. D. Martin, Albert Jordan, Miss Mary Denham, Miss E. A. 

Randle & Miss Mary Pearman were received by experience. E. R. Carswell was also 

received into fellowship by experience, but his baptism was postponed for the purpose of 

consulting his parents. Same time Bro. T. A. Graves presented a letter of dismission from 

Cave Spring church but it being suggested that there was some irregularity in relation to 

that church the case was referred to our next regular conference. 

 Granted Bro. W. C. Skinner a letter of dismission 

 Bro. Sherwood informed the church that he would accept the call as pastor. 

  Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves 

      Clk 

 Thomas D. Martin graduated from Mercer University in 1843. He served as 

principal of the Mercer Academy twelve years. He married Sarah M. Northen, daughter 

of Peter Northen, on December 21, 1843 in Greene County, Georgia. In the 1870 census 

for Portland, Chatauqua County, New York he is shown as 49 years old, living with his 

wife Sarah, 48, and children Robert, 12, and Thomas, Jr., 9. Two doors down is Alfred 

Buckner, 54, and his wife, Mary, 45. In the 1880 census for Portland, Chautauqua 

County, New York he is shown living in the household with Alfred Buckner who was a 

charter member of the Penfield Baptist Church. 
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Egenardus Ruthven Carswell was born October 22, 1822 in Burke County, 

Georgia. He was a student one year at Mercer Institute and two years at Mercer 

University in Penfield. He died February 27, 1891 and is buried at Hephzibah Cemetery, 

Richmond County, Georgia.  

Edwin Daniel Randle was born June 9, 1824 in Greene County, Georgia. He died 

November 16, 1900 in Clark County, Arkansas. He is buried in the Dobyville Cemetery, 

Clark County, Arkansas. 

 

Saturday Evening April 11  

Church met in Conference when L. D. Lockhart, Beloved Love, Miss Martha Grisham & 

Miss Eliza A. Fish, were all received into fellowship by experience. Miss Fish’s baptism 

postponed for the present. 9 o’clock tomorrow morning was appointed as the hour for 

administering the ordinance. 

  Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves 

O. Smith moderator 

   

 Otis Smith, 1800-1865, was President of Mercer University 1840-1844. 

 

Sabbath morning 9 o’clock 

April 12, 1840 Pursuant to adjournment met at the water when the ordinance of Baptism 

was administered to Jas Sheatman, Augustus Cargyle, Myles Gooding, Edwin Randle, 

Augustus Fanning, T. D. Martin, Albert Jordan, L. D. Lockhart, Beloved Love, Mary 

Dunham, Mary Pearman, Martha Grisham, & Eliza A. Randle. 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

Penfield Saturday Evening May 2nd 1840 

A door being opened for the reception of members J. J. Reeves, Uriah Trulock, Sam J. 

Bailey, & Caroline Marvin were received by experience. Appointed 9 o’clock tomorrow 

for their baptism & also for the baptism of E. E. Fish and E. R. Carswell who had been 

received at a former meeting.  

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

 J. J. Reeves and Uriah Trulock were Mercer Institute students.  Uriah Trulock 

1816-1887 is buried in Lamar County, Texas. 

 

Sabbath A. M. May 3rd 1840 

Met at the water pursuant to appointment when the ordinance of Baptism was 

administered to the above named candidates. 

     A. E. R. Clk 

 May 9th 1840 Conference met 

The consideration of Bro Graves letter from Cave Spring was postponed & the Clk 

directed to write to said church making inquiry into the standing of the individual whose 

name was affixed to said letter as clerk. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows 
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Attaway and Richards to Bethesda, Green & Sheely to Shiloh, Hill & Wood to 

Greensboro, Davant & Reeves to Bairds. 

  Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

June 13th 1840 

The church met in conference. The consideration of the letter from Cave Spring still 

deferred. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Lewis Salmons. 

 Appointed Davant, Richards & Reeves a committee to work on Bro. J. A. 

Vrooman and make inquiry of him concerning his long absences from his church 

meetings and his seeming indifference to church duties. 

   Adj. 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

 

June 14th Sabbath evening 

At the request of Bro. Vrooman the church convened in Conference. 

The committee appointed yesterday reported an interview with Bro V. and that he 

had given satisfactory reasons for his long absences and apparent indifference. The report 

was received. 

Whereupon Bro. Vrooman asked and was granted a letter of dismission. 

 Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

July 11th 1840 

Church in Conference   Bro. Sherwood Mod 

Not having received an answer from Cave Spring, the consideration of Bro. 

Graves letter was further postponed. Some difficulty having arisen in the minds of the 

Brethren in relation to Bro. Vrooman’s conduct his letter granted last conference was 

ordered to be withheld & Bro. McDaniel was added to the former committee in the place 

of Bro. Richards & the committee requested to make further inquiry & report as soon as 

practicable. 

 Appointed Attaway & Richards messengers to the General meeting at 

Greensboro & in case of failure Bro. Green. 

     A. E. Reeves 

   August 8th 1840 

Church met in Conference. 

The clerk having received no answer from the Cave Spring church in relation to 

Bro. Graves’ letter, ordered that Bro. Cowdry be written to & a copy of the letter to the 

church enclosed to him & that he be requested to inform us what disposition was made of 

the original.  

 

Received correspondents from Bethesda, Shiloh & Bairds. 

The committee in Bro. Vrooman’s case report sufficient evidence of his having used 

profane language as also of treating the church with contempt whereupon resolved 

unanimously that he be excluded from membership. 
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Appointed the following correspondents Hill & Green to Bairds, Attaway & Chase to 

Bethesda, Reeves & Davant to Greensboro.  

Appointed Brethren Sherwood & Hill & Richards in case of failure delegates to the Ga. 

Association. Richards to write. Granted A. G. Perryman a letter of dismission. 

  Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

A. Sherwood, Mod. 

 

William Drayton Cowdry studied Theology at Mercer Institute. Later he moved to 

northwest Georgia and served as principal of the Hearn School and as pastor at Cave 

Spring. He was a trustee of Mercer University 1839-1842. He lived the last years of 

his life in Early County, Georgia where he died March 15, 1864 at the age of 61. His 

son, James Edward Cowdry, was killed in the Battle of Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. 

He was in Company A, 51st Georgia Regiment, CSA. 

Sept. 12, 1840 

Met in Conference 

 Ordered that the Clerk send up three dollars out of the Church fund for minutes. 

 On motion resolved that the Pastor be requested to preach a sermon on missions 

tomorrow after which a collection be taken. Ordered that our next church meeting be held 

on Saturday before the 3rd Lords day in October next in consequence of the sitting of the 

Ga. Association on the next regular meeting day of the church. Granted V. A. Tharpe a 

letter of dismission. 

 

Brethren Heath & Goodwin being absent from the last Conference were called on 

for their excuses, which being unsatisfactory, their cases were postponed till next 

Conference for consideration. 

  Adjourned 

A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

A. Sherwood 

 Moderator 

  

Penfield Oct. 17, 1840 

Church met in Conference. The pastor being absent Bro. Attaway was appointed 

moderator. 

 Bro. James S. Walker was received by letter from the church at Monroe. 

 Bro. Goodwin’s acknowledgement for absences was received. Bro. Heath’s case 

postponed. Bro J. J. Reeves presented an acknowledgement for his conduct in an affray 

with an individual. Whereupon it was ordered on motion that the standing committee 

investigate the case & report at next meeting. 

   Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves 

 

Nov. 7th 1840 

Church met in Conference. 

Bro. Sherwood moderator 
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Bro. Heath’s case being called up, he rose and made satisfactory acknowledgements. The 

Brethren McDaniel, Richards, & Green were appointed a committee to peruse the rules of 

Decorum or change the same in any way that may be deemed necessary.  

 The committee on Bro. Reeves case reported an interview in which he gave 

satisfaction. On motion the report was received.  

 The Clerk having received a letter from Cave Spring, submitted the same, in 

which it appeared that that church had taken up the case submitted to them in letter from 

this church and a satisfactory adjustment of the difficulty was hoped for. 

     A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

Nov. 7th minutes cont. 

 Received correspondence from Greensboro, Bairds & Shiloh. Appointed Hill & 

Sherwood to Greensboro, Davant & Green to Bairds, Attaway and Wood to Shiloh. 

Granted E. R. Carswell, W. P. Baughn & Ann Davenport letters of dismission.  

A. E. Reeves Clk 

  

Dec. 12th 1840 

Met in Conference. A. Sherwood moderator 

Granted sister E. A. Randle, Bro. A. McMillan, Uriah Trulock, Henry Heath, Amanda 

Greene formerly Robinson, Mary Denham, & Bro Jas Sheatman, letters of dismission. 

The committee on the decorum were granted further time.  

 The standing committee reported that Bro. E. Randle had been guilty of profane 

swearing & drinking ardent spirits. Case postponed for future consideration. 

 The clerk having resigned his office in consequence of his removal, it was agreed 

that the church go into the choice of another next conference. 

     Adj. A. E. Reeves Clk 

 

  Dec. 13th 1840 

At a called conference by the Deacons the standing committee presented the following 

report- 

 Your committee having inquired into the reports against Bro. J. Burrows presents 

to the church the following charges viz: 

1st with setting at defiance the laws of the county by refusing to work on the 

roads- 

2nd with disregarding a requisition of the University in refusing to labor as 

directed by the Steward 

3. with carrying deadly weapons about his person 

 After the report was read Bro Burrows made explanations by way of justifying 

himself. He also expressed some regrets for the offences charged against him, all of 

which failed to give satisfaction. The consideration of the case was therefore indefinitely 

postponed. 

  Adjourned 

     A. E. Reeves Clerk 

 

Penfield January 9th 1841 

Church met in Conference.  Bro Wm Richards appointed Clerk pro tem. 
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 The Committee on the Decorum being mostly absent further time was granted 

them. 

 The case of Bro. E. Randle was postponed from a similar cause. 

On motion ordered that the words indefinitely postponed in the report of the 

Committee on Bro. J. Burroughs case be stricken out and the words deferred for further 

consideration be inserted. 

 On application letters of dismission were granted Bro. A. Reeves & sister Reeves 

his wife. Bro. B. Brantly presented a letter of dismission for himself & wife from the 

church in Augusta which was accepted and the right hand of fellowship given by the 

pastor. Roll called & church adjourned. 

Wm Richards 

 

 

Penfield February 9th 1841 

After prayer this evening church convened in conference to elect a pastor, Bro. 

Sherwood having resigned.  

After some suitable remarks & prayer by various Brethren for special guidance 

from Heaven the election was made & on counting the votes, it appears that Bro. Thos 

Curtis was the choice of the Church. 

 Motioned that a committee by appointed to obtain subscriptions for the support of 

the pastor. Also to wait on the Ex. Com of the M. U. to procure their aid by appointing 

Dr. Curtiss to the chair of Theological Prof. in the University should he accept our call. 

 On motion Brethren Richards, Slade & Green were appointed a committee to 

correspond with Dr. C. on behalf of the church. 

   Adj 

    Wm Richards 

 

 Thomas F. Curtis was born and educated in England and served Baptist 

congregations in Bangor and Augusta, Maine. He and his son, William, established 

Limestone Female Institute in Gaffney, South Carolina in 1845. He died in 1858 when the 

steamer he was traveling on exploded, burned and sank near Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

February 13, 1841 

After preaching by Bro. Sherwood, Church met in regular Conference. 

A door being opened for the admission of members, letters were presented by 

Bro. O. Smith & sister Smith his wife. Also by Bro. Wm Posey and sister Posey his wife. 

All of them were accepted and the right hand of fellowship given by the Moderator. The 

articles of faith, covenant & Decorum were then read to the church. 

 On motion the case of E. Randle was postponed till next meeting, also that of J. 

Burroughs. 

Communications were made by Brethren Sanders, Slade & others respecting the 

election of a pastor & other matters connected therewith which resulted in the discharge 

of the committee appointed to consult with the Executive Committee of the Baptist 

Convention in regard to their cooperation with the church in the support of a pastor by 

engaging him to fill the chair of Theological Professor. 
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On Motion Bro. McDaniel reported that nothing had been done towards 

increasing the subscription list. Motioned that further time be granted the committee and 

that Brethren Tharpe & Buckner be added to their numbers & also that they report 

progress next Wednesday night. 

 Motioned that the Deacons and brother Slade be a committee to procure a Bible 

and Hymn Book for the pulpit. 

 Motioned that the election of a Clerk be postponed till next conference. 

 Motioned that a Church Book be procured for the safe keeping of the Records. 

 Application was made for a letter for Bro. B. Love. Granted & ordered to be 

written. 

 Received correspondence from Bairds through their messenger Bro. S. Durham. 

Appointed correspondents to Shiloh, Brethren Brantly and Tharpe; to Bairds, 

brethren Davant and Greene; to Greensboro, brethren Slade and Attaway; to Bethesda, 

brethren Attaway and Davant. 

  Adjourned 

Wm. Richards 

 

Feb. 16th, 1841 

Church met in Conference, after prayer meeting, to receive the report 

 of the Committee appointed to obtain subscriptions for the support of a pastor. 

 On examining the list, it was ascertained that the sum of $ [blank] 

 On motion the committee were requested to continue their services, & the church 

adjourned. 

     W. R. 

     

Penfield, March 18, 1841 

 Church assembled in regular conference, after preaching by Bro Sherwood. 

 A door was opened for candidates. A letter from the church in Milledgeville was 

presented, recommending Bro. Thos Godwin to our affectionate watch care. Also, a letter 

from Mud Creek Church recommending Bro. N. Welch to our fellowship; which was 

received, and the right hand of fellowship given by the Moderator. 

 Motioned that the committee on Bro. E. Randle’s case cite him to attend the next 

regular conference. 

 On motion, Bro. B. Brantly was unanimously elected Church Clerk. 

  Adjourned 

     Wm. Richards 

 

    Penfield, March 29, 1841 

 Our new pastor, Elder Thomas Curtis, having arrived, at his request the Church 

assembled this evening at candle light. After singing Bro. Wm. Richards prayed. 

 The pastor addressed the Church briefly explaining the relations of Pastor and 

people and gave a general view of the course he designed to pursue particularly in 

relation to Pastoral visits. 

 Upon invitation by the pastor, Brother B. M. Sanders invoked the blessing of 

Heaven. 



 19 

 Brother O. Smith then addressed the Brethren, expressed his deep feeling of 

obligation, as a member of the church, to aid the pastor in his labors; declared his 

willingness to give him his hand in token of his pledge to do so; and moved, that as many 

of his brethren as accorded with him, should do the same. Whereupon, it is believed, each 

member of the Church present, with several resident brethren, not members, approached 

the Pastor, and extended the hand to him. 

 Bro Wm. Carey Richards presented a letter of dismission from the Church at 

Hamilton Institute, N. Y. and was received into our communion. 

 Bro. Wm. Richards was requested to assist the clerk in making a correct list of the 

members of the Church. 

  Adjourned 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, April 10, 1841 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference, the 

Pastor in the Chair. 

 A door being opened for candidates, bro. Wm. C. Wilkes, of the Eatonton Church; 

bro. T. B. Slade, sisters Ann J. Slade and Janet Slade, of the Macon Church; respectively 

presented letters of dismission, and were received into our body, and the right hand of 

fellowship given by the Pastor. 

 The Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The case of Bro. E. Randle was taken up, and after investigation and 

deliberations, on motion, he was excommunicated.  

 The committee appointed to inquire into the reports concerning bro. J. Burroughs 

and cite him before the church, reported. After con, and hearing a statement from the bro. 

himself, agreed to continue the case for further labor. 

 A letter from the Baptist Church at Irwinton, Ala. commending Miss Mary Jane 

Battle to the Christian regard and fellowship of the churches was read. 

 Granted Sister Henrietta J. Burke a letter of dismission. 

 On motion, Resolved to set apart our next regular Conference day as a time of 

fasting and prayer, in relation to the choice of an additional Deacon or Deacons. 

  Called the Roll and adjourned 

Benj Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

 William Clay Wilkes was born in South Carolina and grew up in Putnam County, 

Georgia. In September, 1839 he and Thomas R. Lumsden loaded a wagon with bedding, 

bedstead, table, chairs, water-bucket, gourd, wash stand, etc. and headed to Penfield 

where they arrived the same evening. They both enrolled at Mercer University and he 

graduated with highest honors in 1843. He served as President and Founder of Monroe 

Female Academy, Forsyth, Georgia; President and Founder of Spalding Seminary, 

Spalding, Georgia and President of Baptist Female Seminary, Gainesville, Georgia. He 

also pastored a number of churches.  He was born September 9, 1819 and died March 4, 

1886. He is buried at Alta Vista Cemetery, Hall County, Georgia. 
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 Thomas Bog Slade was born June 26, 1800 in North Carolina. He died May 5, 

1882 and is buried in Linwood Cemetery, Muscogee County, Georgia. Ann J. Slade was 

his wife and Janet Slade was his daughter. 

 Mary Jane Battle was born February 20, 1825 and died January 20, 1879 and is 

buried in the Shorter Cemetery, Barbour County, Alabama. She married John Gill 

Shorter who served as governor of Alabama 1861-1863. She was the sister of Archibald 

John Battle and Cullen Andrews Battle mentioned elsewhere in these minutes. 

 

N. B. – At the above meeting, the time of the regular Conference was changed to 

the Saturday before the first Lord’s Day in each month 

     B. B. Clk 

 

    Penfield, May 1, 1841 

 After preaching by the Pastor, the Church met in regular Conference. 

 A door was opened for the reception of members, when Bro. Thos Curtis, the 

Pastor, presented a letter of dismission from the First Baptist Church in Bangor, Maine, 

and was received into our communion. The right hand of fellowship being given by Bro. 

T. B. Slade. 

 On motion Bro. Burrough’s case was continued. 

 On motion Bro. Jas. Davant was unanimously requested to act as Deacon; and 

was recognized as Deacon by an address from the Pastor and extension of the hand. 

 Bro. Reeves stated to the Church that there difficulties in the minds of some of the 

Brethren in regard to his connexion with the case of E. Randle, which he desired should 

be removed. After an explanation by him, and some remarks from others; on motion, the 

explanation and apology of Bro. Reeves was accepted.   

 Bro. Chase resigned the appointment of leader of Music; which was not accepted. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. E. F. H. Johnson. 

   Adjourned 

     Benj Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, June 5, 1841 

After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference- the 

Pastor acting as moderator. 

 A letter from our sister Church in Augusta was read, certifying to the Baptism of 

Master Thomas Bowes. 

 The Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The case of Bro. Borroughs – the only unfinished business - was further 

postponed. 

 Granted letters of dismission to brethren Augustus Fannin and B. F. Tharpe. 

 Requested the Deacons to inquire into what share, if any, the Church should bear 

in furnishing lights; and report. 

 The Pastor made some remarks and suggestions for the consideration of the 

Church, in regard to communing monthly, instead of quarterly, as now practiced. 
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 Bro. B. M. Sanders read a letter addressed to him by Chas D. Postell, requesting 

to be restored to the fellowship of the Church. And, on motion, the Deacons were 

instructed to inquire into the case, and report at the next Conference. 

 Bro. Tharpe and the Clerk were appointed a committee to inquire into, and report 

upon, the cases of non-resident members. 

  Called the roll & adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

Penfield, July 2, 1841 

 The Church met in regular Conference, the Pastor in the Chair. 

 D. Kennedy Martin, of the Augusta Church and Shelton P. Sanford, of the Athens 

Church, presented letters of dismission, and were received into our communion - the 

Pastor extending the right hand of fellowship in behalf of the Church. 

 The committee on Bro. Borough’s case reported. The report was accepted, and on 

motion, Bro. Boroughs was relieved from the charges preferred against him, and restored 

to fellowship. 

 Bro. Davant, from the committee on the subject of lighting the Chapel, reported a 

proposition that the Church be at the expense of furnishing materials; and the Institute 

light the candles, keep the house in order, and ring the bell. Which was agreed to. 

 After some remarks by the Pastor, in regard to communing monthly, the subject 

was passed over without definite action. 

 The Pastor and Deacons were appointed to confer with the Trustees of the 

University in relation to altering our next communion day so as to afford visiting brethren 

at the Commencement an opportunity of uniting with us upon that occasion. 

 The application of Chas. D. Postell was taken up, and his restoration agreed to; 

and a letter of dismission granted him. 

 Granted Bro. Gibbs a letter of dismission. 

 The application for a letter of dismission by Bro. Branham was laid over till next 

meeting. 

 The committee on non-resident members reported. Report accepted & committee 

discharged. 

 Bro. Davant stated to the church the existence of a difficulty between himself and 

Bro. Chase. Whereupon the brethren Slade, Greene and the Clerk were appointed a 

committee of investigation, and to report at next meeting. 

 In accordance with a recommendation by the State Convention, this day fortnight 

was set apart as a day of fasting and prayer, in reference to the subjects suggested by the 

Convention. 

 Called the roll, and adjourned. 

Benj Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

 Shelton Palmer Sanford was born in Greensboro, Georgia January 25, 1816. He 

served as mathematics professor at Mercer University from 1839 to 1891. He wrote and 

published five mathematics books. He served as acting president of Mercer University 

1856-1858.  He died August 9, 1896 and is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Bibb 
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County, Georgia. He kept a diary 1852-1896. A copy of his diary is housed in the Emory 

University Archives. 

 

Penfield, July 17, 1841 

 Church met at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, in extra session- the Pastor presiding. 

 The object of the meeting having been explained by the Pastor, the following 

resolution was offered; and on motion was adopted:  

 Resolved, That while we feel great obligation to the University for the facilities 

which have been offered us in a place of worship, it is expedient that a meeting house for 

the use of the Church, be erected forthwith. 

 The following resolution was also offered and passed: 

 Resolved, That the Deacons, bro. Slade, bro. Brown, and bro. Northen, be a 

committee to apply for a location, raise funds and proceed as a Building committee, in 

furtherance of the object; and that they report progress at the next Conference. 

 Upon motion, the Pastor was added to the above committee. 

 Brethren Welch and Hill were appointed Delegates to the General Meeting of the 

3rd District. 

   And the Church adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, 

 Church Clerk 

 

Penfield, July 31, 1841 

 After a sermon by the Pastor, the Church met in regular conference 

 Postponed Bro. Branham’s application for a letter of dismission, till next 

conference. 

 The committee on the difficulty between Brethren Davant and Chase reported, 

and the case was satisfactorily settled. 

 The Building Committee made a report, which was accepted; and the committee 

was requested to confer with the Executive Committee of Mercer University, on a 

proposition to unite with the latter, in the erection of a house suitable for a Church and 

other purposes; and report at an extra Conference next Saturday, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to our sister Miss Mary Pearman and brethren 

R. M. Johnston and Richard Griffin. 

 Reports unfavorable to the good standing of Bro. Salmons, having been 

suggested, the Deacons were appointed to summon him to the next Conference. 

 Appointed Correspondents as follows: to Greensboro brethren Sherwood and 

Posey; to Bairds, Slade and Greene, Shiloh Curtis and Welch; Bethesda Curtis and 

Goodwin. 

Agreed to send delegates to the Sabbath School Convention at Bethesda, Friday 

before the 3rd Lord’s Day in August; and that the Pastor and Brethren Sherwood and Wm. 

Richards be the Delegates. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

Penfield, August 7, 1841 
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 The Church met in pursuance of a resolution at the regular meeting. 

 The committee on the subject of erecting a meeting house, reported. Report 

agreed to 

 The following resolution was offered: 

 Resolved, That we respectfully decline the invitation of the Trustees of Mercer 

University to unite in building a house for a Church and Chapel. 

 It was moved and seconded that the decision of the foregoing resolution be 

postponed till our next regular Conference. Which was negatived. 

 The question was then taken upon the original resolution; which was carried. 

 On motion, Resolved, That the question of locality be left for future decision; and 

that the Committee have power to take up funds, and report at next meeting. 

  The Church then adjourned. 

Benj Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

Penfield, Sunday Evening Aug. 22, ‘41 

 After divine service, the Church assembled in Conference. Bro. O. Smith stated 

the object of the meeting to be, to consider a communication from our sister Church, at 

Big Spring, requesting the ordination of Bro. Noah Hill. 

 After some consultation, on motion, agreed to meet at 7 o’clock on Wednesday 

morning next, to consider the communication, and make preliminary arrangements, if 

necessary. 

  Adjourned 

Benj. Brantly C. C. 

    

    Penfield, August 25, 1841 

 Pursuant to appointment, the church met in Conference. The letter of our sister 

Church at Big Spring, requesting the ordination of Bro. Noah Hill, was again considered. 

 It was moved and carried that Bro. Hill put forward to ordination.  

 Upon suggestions that it would be acceptable to the Church and congregation, 

among whom Bro. Hill has labored with acceptability and success, it was moved and 

carried, that the Ordination take place on Friday next, at Big Spring, and that the 

Presbytery consist of Bro. O. Smith, and such other individuals as brethren Smith and 

Hill may select. 

   Adjourned 

     Benj Brantly, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 4, 1841 

 After divine service, the Church met in regular Conference. The Pastor being 

absent, Bro. Wm. Richards was requested to act as moderator. 

 A door was opened for the reception of members. Miss Martha Sanders came 

forward and gave satisfactory evidence of a work of grace in the heart, and was received 

for Baptism. The ordinance to be administered tomorrow morning, by Bro. B. M. 

Sanders, the father of the Candidate. 

 Sister S. Randle presented a letter from the Church at Greensboro; recommending 

her to our fellowship and watch care; which was cordially received. 
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 The application of Bro. Branham for a letter of dismission was again postponed, 

on account of the absence of Bro. Smith. The Deacons were requested to wait on Bro. 

Smith, and inquire into the circumstances of the case. 

 The Deacons reported that they had cited Bro. Lewis Salmons to this Conference 

to answer to the charges reported against him. Bro. S. failing to appear, the Deacons were 

instructed further to labor with him, and report at next meeting. 

 Read a letter from our sister Church at Harmony, in Upson County, setting forth 

charges affecting the moral character of E. F. H. Johnson, (who was dismissed from this 

church in May last,) and certifying that said charges had been fully established upon him 

by that church in conference _ viz; “1. For prevarication and unchristian conduct whilst 

among us. 

 ‘2. For spending his time in a grocery on the Sabbath, drinking wine, when he was 

previously requested to assist in delivering a discourse at our Church, on the formation of 

a Sunday School. 

 “3. For saying to a brother, if he failed to get a letter of dismission from Penfield 

Church, he could relate his experience and be re-baptized; or that the Baptists were not all 

the people in the world, for he could join others; and that he intended to preach; or words 

to that effect.”  

 “And we could add more, but decency forbids.” 

 Whereupon it was ordered, as we cannot discipline him, that the public be 

cautioned against imposition from the said E. F. H. Johnson, by public advertisement; 

and that we hold him unworthy of fellowship, and disclaim all religious connexion with 

him. 

 On motion Bro. B. M. Sanders was requested to preach on the forenoon of 

tomorrow; after which a collection be taken up for Missionary purposes. 

 Our former pastor, Bro. Sherwood, being about to remove to a distant State, he 

was requested to preach to the Church and congregation, at some convenient period 

before his departure. 

 The Deacons laid before the Church the following exhibit, in regard to the 

Pastor’s salary: 

 Whole amount of subscription……………………….$760:00 

 Amount subscribed by citizens    $705:00 

                  “            “             students         55:00__________ 760.00 

 Amount received from citizens    $350:00 

 Amount received from students         6:00__________356:00 

Amount supposed to be lost by students leaving___________   19:00 

 Granted letters of dismission to Bro. Sherwood and family; also to Miss Martha 

Gresham, W. S. Bailey and D. K. Martin. 

 The Brethren Hill and McDaniel were elected delegates to the Association, and 

Bro. Davant an alternate. 

   Adjourned 

Benj. Brantly Church Clerk 

 

 Martha Elizabeth Sanders was born September 29, 1827 in Penfield, Georgia. 

She was the daughter of Billington McCarthy Sanders and Cynthia Holiday Sanders. She 
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died March 21, 1849 in Penfield and is buried in the Penfield Cemetery. She married 

William F. Wilburn. 

 

    Sabbath morning, 5th Sept. 1841 

 In accordance with the appointment of yesterday, Miss Martha Sanders was 

immersed, by her father, Elder B. M. Sanders. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

    

    Penfield, Oct. 2, 1841 

 The Church met in regular Conference, the Pastor in the Chair. 

 Postponed Bro. Branham’s application for a letter of dismission till next meeting.  

 Deacons Davant and McDaniel made statements in regard to their labors with 

Bro. Lewis Salmons. Whereupon, it was Resolved that Bro Salmons’ conduct is highly 

censurable and cannot be tolerated; and that unless he desist from his course and make 

suitable acknowledgements, the Church will at next meeting, proceed to that discipline 

the case demands. 

 The Clerk was appointed to write the Annual Letter to the Georgia Association.  

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. A. Wellborn. 

 Bro. J. C. Vason, who has been absent from us near twelve months made 

application for a letter of dismission. The Clerk was requested to correspond with him, in 

consequence of his absence, and report at next meeting.  

 Bro. Curtis notified the Church that he had determined to dissolve his connexion 

as Pastor, at the end of the year; and in a kind manner, stated his willingness to receive a 

proposition for an earlier separation, if the Church had any to make. 

 Whereupon the Brethren Smith, Slade, Davant, McDaniel and Brantly, were 

appointed to take the subject into consideration, confer with the Pastor, and call a meeting 

of the Church if necessary. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 On Monday evening the letter to the Association, prepared by the Clerk, was read 

and accepted. 

    

Penfield, Wednesday Ev. Oct. 6, ‘41 

 At the request of the Committee, appointed at the regular Conference on Saturday, 

to take into consideration the notification of the Pastor, the Church convened. Bro. O. 

Smith was requested to act as Moderator.  

 The Committee made the following report: 

 Whereas, our respected Bro. Curtis, the Pastor of this Church, has signified to us 

his expectation of closing, at the end of the present year, his pastoral labors among us; 

and, whereas, he has also, very kindly and courteously, signified to us, that if there was 

any thing in the present circumstance of the Church, which render it either desirable or 

expedient, that his relations to the Church should be sooner dissolved, such dissolution 

would be entirely agreeable to his feelings; and, whereas, by examination, it is found that 

a very unexpected deficit in the supposed funds of the Church will doubtless occur, and 

there appears to this Church no probable means by which that deficit can be satisfactorily 
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supplied; and, whereas, there appears to be ability on the part of the Church to meet their 

engagements with their Pastor up to the present time; 

Therefore in view of these circumstances, 

 Resolved, by the Baptist Church at Penfield, That we deem it our duty to accept 

the proposition of the Bro. Curtis to close his Pastoral relations to us now; and in the 

event of his acceding to such an arrangement that the Church proceed forthwith to pay 

him the amount of salary due for his services up to the present time. 

 Whereupon it was moved and recorded, that the report of the committee be 

accepted. Which was agreed to unanimously; and the committee was instructed to 

communicate these proceedings to the Pastor.  

   Adjourned 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

 Sunday, Oct. 17 – After morning service, the Church convened, and a letter of 

dismission was granted to Elder T. Curtis, late Pastor of the Church. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

Penfield, Oct. 28, 1841 

 An extra conference was held this evening and Mr. Albert Mathis and Mr. Isaac 

D. Johns were accepted for Baptism, upon a relation of a good hope through grace. Their 

Baptism to take place on Sabbath next. 

Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

Penfield, Sunday mor. October 31, ‘41 

 The Church met in Conference - Elder W. H. Stokes was requested to act as 

Moderator.  

 A door being opened, Miss Ann Janes, Miss Margaret Williams, and Miss Mary 

Ann Sanders presented themselves, and gave satisfactory evidence of a work of grace, 

and were received for Baptism. 

 On motion, Resolved, That the ordinance of Baptism take place this afternoon at 4 

o’clock; and that Bro. Stokes be the Administrator. 

 At the hour appointed above, the Church and congregation assembled at the 

water; when Mr. Wm. Parks and Master Cullen Battle presented themselves before the 

Church and by experience were received for Baptism. 

 After which all the above candidates received the ordinance of Baptism, except 

Mr. Johns, who desired time to consult his friends. 

Benj. Brantly C. C. 

 

 During the Conference of Sabbath morning, Brethren Mark L. Billingslea of the 

Rehoboth Church, Montgomery County, Ala; and A. B. Stroud, of the Salem Church, 

Butler County, Ala; presented letters of dismission, and were received into our 

fellowship. 

 Bro. E. R. Carswell returned the letter of dismission granted in 1840, and his 

name was again enrolled upon our list. 
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 Bro. Archibald Battle presented a letter from the Church at Irwinton, Ala., 

commending him to our watch care which was cordially received. 

Benj Brantly, C. C. 

  

William H. Stokes was born December 26, 1798. In 1833 he accepted an 

invitation from Jesse Mercer to assist in editing the Christian Index. He carried out this 

work for seven years in Washington, Georgia and for two more years when the Christian 

Index was moved to Penfield in 1840.  He was a trustee of Mercer University 1840. 

 Mark Lane Billingslea was born December 29, 1822 and died July 16, 1847. He 

is buried in the Billingslea  Cemetery in Elmore County, Alabama.  

 Applin Bibb Stroud is listed as a physician in the 1850 Sumter County, Georgia 

census. He served as a lieutenant in the 28th Georgia Battalion, Siege Artillery, Company 

B, Confederate States of America. He died of disease near Charleston, South Carolina 

November 6, 1864. He is buried in Loachapoka Cemetery, Lee County, Alabama.  

 Archibald John Battle was born in Powelton, Hancock County, Georgia, 

September 10, 1826. He grew up in Eufaula, Alabama then known as Irwinton. He was 

the son of Dr. Cullen Battle and his wife Jane Andrews Lamon. He served as President of 

Mercer University in Macon, Georgia from 1872-1889. He also served as pastor pro tem 

of the First Baptist Church, Macon, in 1879.  He died September 30, 1907 and is buried 

in the Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Georgia.  

 Cullen Andrews Battle was a brother of Archibald John Battle. He was born in 

Hancock County, June 1, 1829. He was a lawyer before the Civil War. He served in the 

Third Alabama Regiment and was promoted to Brigadier General. He wrote Third 

Alabama: The Civil War Memoir of Brigadier General Cullen Andrews Battle as a 

tribute to the men he led in battle.  He died April 8, 1905 and is buried in the Blandford 

Cemetery, Petersburg City, Virginia. 

 

Penfield, Nov. 6, 1841 

 After sermon, by Bro. Sanders, the Church met in regular Conference. Bro. Smith, 

Moderator. 

 The Articles of Faith, Church Covenant and Rules of Decorum were read. 

 A door was then opened for union with us. Bro. Peter Northen, Mrs. Louisa M. 

Northen, and Miss Sarah M. Northen were received by letter from the Salem Church, 

Jones County, and received the right hand of fellowship. Bro. Northen having filled the 

office of Deacon, it was so certified in the letter. 

 Miss Julia F. Northen then presented herself, and related, what the church 

believed to be a good hope through grace, and was received for Baptism. Agreed that her 

Baptism take place tomorrow morning, at 9 o’clock, and that Bro. Smith be the 

Administrator. 

 Called for Correspondence. Bro. Brooks, from Baird’s, gave us a pleasant account 

of the state of religion there, and earnestly solicited a continuance of correspondence. 

 Bro. Branham’s application for a letter was further postponed. 

 A letter, in a good spirit, was read from Bro. J. C. Vason, who had applied at last 

Conference for dismission. It was considered that his application was withdrawn, and the 

Clerk was directed to inform Bro. V. that his membership was continued with us. 
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 The case of Bro. Lewis Salmons was next in order; and, upon motion, he was 

excommunicated. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to brethren J. N. Welch, L. D. Lockhart, 

Augustus Cargile, Uriah Truluck, and sister Edna Williams. 

 Agreed that the Deacons make a collection to pay Bro. Northen for lighting the 

Church. 

 Continued the Committee for settling up with our late Pastor. 

 Agreed to go into the election for Pastor at our next regular Conference, and that 

that day be observed as a day of fasting and prayer in reference to the subject. 

 Appointed correspondence as follows: Shiloh, Brethren Buckner, Davant and 

Brantly; Bairds, Greene, Wilkes and Martin; Greensboro, Davant, McDaniel and Gibson; 

Bethesda, Wm. Richards, Posey and Goodwin; Antioch, Wood, McDaniel, and Wm. 

Richards. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

  Benj. Brantly, C. Clerk 

 

 Peter Northen was born in North Carolina April 7, 1794. He was for a time 

supervisor of the Manual Labor Department at Mercer Institute.  He died in 1863 and is 

buried in the Penfield Cemetery. 

 

 Sabbath morning, Nov. 9- Agreeably to appointment, Bro. Smith administered the 

ordinance of Baptism to Miss Julia F. Northen & Isaac D. Johns. 

     B. B. 

 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 4, 1841 

 After a time spent in singing and prayer the Church met in regular Conference. 

 Bro. O. Smith was requested to act as moderator. 

 The Rules of Decorum were then read. 

 It was moved and carried that Bro. Northen be recognized as Deacon in this 

Church. 

 Upon motion, the application of Bro. Branham, for a letter of dismission, was 

rejected; and the Clerk instructed to inform Bro. B. thereof and with the reasons for this 

result. 

 It was moved and carried, that the Pastor for the next year, preach for us once a 

month. 

 The Church then, after an unsuccessful attempt for postponement, went into an 

election for Pastor for the ensuing year; and upon counting the votes it appeared that the 

Rev. V. R. Thornton received thirteen votes; Rev. W. H. Stokes eight, and two scattering. 

Bro. Thornton was declared duly elected, and the Moderator was requested to give him 

the information. 

 The charge of Intoxication and profane swearing was preferred against Bro. Jas. 

Burroughs, and the Deacons were instructed to inform Bro. B. thereof, and cite him to the 

next conference. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Slade, wife and daughter; Bro. Posey 

and wife; Bro. Reeves and wife; Bro. Attaway and Bro. Johns. 
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  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

 Sunday mor. Dec. 12- A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. A. B. Stroud. 

B. B. 

    

Penfield, Jan. 1, 1842 

 After some religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference. Rev. B. M. 

Sanders was requested to act as Moderator. 

 The Deacons having failed to cite Bro. Boroughs to this meeting, the case was 

postponed. 

 Nothing being heard from the Pastor elect, a new committee consisting of 

Deacons Davant, McDaniel and Northen was appointed to wait on him, and report as 

early as practicable.  

Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Tarwater and wife. 

 Bro. Richards was requested to preach for us tomorrow. 

   Adjourned, 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

  

 

    Penfield, Feb. 5, 1842 

 After a Sermon by Bro. V. R. Thornton, the Church met in regular Conference- 

Bro. Smith acting as Moderator. 

 The Rules of Decorum being read, sister A. L. Hammond presented a letter of 

dismission from the Church at Macon, and was received into our fellowship. 

 Bro. Tarwater and wife declining a removal, their application for dismissal was 

recalled. 

 James Boroughs was excommunicated upon the charges heretofore preferred 

against him. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to the Brethren Branham, Borders and 

Carswell. 

 Bro. Shackelford, of the Shiloh Church, charged Bro. J. J. Reeves with threats 

upon his life, and other unchristian conduct. Whereupon a committee, consisting of the 

Brethren Brantly, Chase, and Wood, were appointed to inquire into the circumstances & 

report. 

 The Deacons were instructed to inquire into the general deportment of Bro. 

Wynn, and report. 

 Bro. V. R. Thornton being present, signified his acceptance of the call made by 

the Church in December. 

 The Roll was then called. Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

  

 Feb. 13. A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. H. Gibson.   B. B. 
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    Penfield, March 5, 1842 

 After a sermon by Bro. Richards, the Church met in regular Conference. Bro. 

Smith acting as Moderator. 

 The Rules of Decorum were then read. 

 A door was opened for the admission of members, when Bro. Joseph N. Bailey, a 

Licensed Minister from Mt. Lebanon Church, Edgefield District, S. C.; Bro. Pleasant B. 

Chandler, a Licensed Minister and Deacon, from the Church at Cloud’s Creek, 

Oglethorpe County, and his wife, sister Mary Chandler; Bro. George W. Ashburn, a 

Licensed Minister, from Bethesda Church, Upson County, and Bro. Wm. J. Murrow a 

Licensed Minister, from Salem Church, Chatham County; presented letters of dismission, 

and were received into our communion. 

 Bro. Hillman Williams, from Reedy Creek Church, was taken under our watch 

care. 

 The committee on Bro. Reeves case reported that he had united himself with the 

Church at Smyrna, before they had an opportunity of seeing him. Whereupon the 

committee was discharged; and the Clerk was directed to inform the Church at Smyrna of 

the charges against Bro. Reeves, and notify Bro. Shackelford of this proceeding. 

 The committee of inquiry into the general deportment of Bro. Wynn, was allowed 

further time. 

 A collection of [blank] Dollars was taken up to defray demands against the 

Church. 

 Bro. Northen was requested to ascertain the amount of the claim of the University 

for lighting the Church, and report at next meeting. 

 Bro. Lundy obtained a letter of dismission at our last regular meeting, which was 

omitted in the record of that day’s proceedings. 

 The Roll was called and the Church adjourned. 

Benj Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

 Rev. Pleasant Barnett Chandler was born January 27, 1816 in Oglethorpe 

County, Georgia. He died February 15, 1904 in Coryell County, Texas.  

 Rev. William J. Murrow was born October 12, 1822. He died January 30, 1892 

and is buried at Little Buckhead Cemetery, Jenkins County, Georgia. 

 Hillman Williams graduated from Mercer University in 1848.  He married Sarah 

Elizabeth Mell, sister of Patrick Hues Mell. He was a minister of the Gospel.  

 

Sunday, March 19, 1842 

 The Church assembled at 2 o’clock this day, to take into consideration the subject 

of a protracted meeting. Bro. Smith was called to the Chair. 

 After a free conversation among the Brethren, agreed unanimously to commence 

a series of religious exercises on Friday before the first Lord’s Day in April. 

 Agreed to observe the first day of the meetings as a day of fasting and prayer. 

 Agreed to give a general notice of the meeting in the Index; and instructed the 

Clerk to give Bro. C. D. Mallary a special invitation to attend. 

  Adjourned. 
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     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

  

March 27- After the usual religious exercise this evening, the Church assembled, 

and appointed the Brethren Wm. Richards and P. H. Mell, Delegates to the Sabbath 

School Convention, to assemble at Powelton, on the 31st instant. 

 Instructed the Clerk to write to the Convention. 

 Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 Patrick Hues Mell was born July 19, 1814, Liberty County, Georgia. He was 

professor of Ancient Languages at Mercer University 1842-1855.  He died January 26, 

1888, Clarke County, Georgia and is buried in Oconee Hill Cemetery. His son, Benjamin 

Mell served in Company D, Cobb’s Legion, CSA and was wounded in battle and died 

October 21, 1862, in Maryland. 

  

Penfield, April 2, 1842 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference. Bro. 

Smith acting as Moderator. 

 The Rules of Decorum were read. 

 Bro. P. H. Mell, a Licensed Minister, and sisters Mary A. Mell, Emma H. Mell, 

and Sarah Mell, of the Bethlehem Church (Covington) and sister Lurany Mell, of the 

Hopewell Church, Montgomery County, presented letters of dismission, and were 

received into our Body. 

 Bro. J. G. McNorton, a Licensed Minister, presented a letter of dismission from 

Providence Church, Pickens County, Ala. and was received into our Body.  

 

 The committee appointed to inquire into the general deportment of Bro. Wynn, 

reported. Bro. Wynn being present, admitted his inattention to religious duties, and 

lightness in conversation. 

 On motion, the committee was discharged, and the Brethren Wm. Richards, 

Davant, Martin, and the Moderator were appointed to labor with the brother, and report at 

the next meeting. 

 Bro. Northen reported that the sum due the University for lighting the Church, 

was $20:00. Report laid over till next meeting. 

 It was reported to the Church that Bro. Thos. G. Macon was in the habit of using 

profane language, and in other respects had departed from a Christian life. Whereupon 

the Brethren Chase, Hill, and Wood, were appointed a committee to labor with the 

Brother, and report at next meeting. 

 Reports unfavorable to the Christian character of Bro. John C. Shepherd were 

suggested; and the Clerk was directed to write to him in regard thereto. 

 Granted sister Ann Coleman, (formerly Davenport) a letter of dismission. 

 Bro. Wm. Richards, one of our Delegates to the Sabbath School Convention, at 

Powelton, made an encouraging report from that Body. 

 Bro. V. R. Thornton notified the Church, by letter, of his conclusion to continue 

his services, as a monthly, no longer; and, on motion, the resignation was accepted.  

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj Brantly 
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      Church Clerk 

 

 Rev. J. G. McNorton was born June 28, 1818 in White County, Tennessee. He 

died August 23, 1890 in Jackson County, Georgia and is buried in the Bethabara Baptist 

Church Cemetery, Oconee County, Georgia. 

 

 April 4th The Church met in Conference, and our friend, James M. Jones, related 

an acceptable Christian experience to the Church; and in the afternoon was immersed by 

Bro. B. M. Sanders. 

     B. B. Clerk 

 

 April 23. A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Wm. J. Morrow. 

B. B.      

 

Penfield, April 30, 1842 

 After preaching, the Church met in regular Conference – Bro. Richards acting as 

Moderator. 

 Read the Decorum and Articles of Faith and Church Covenant. 

 Bro. Philip E. McDaniel presented a letter of dismission from the New Hope 

Church, Henry County, and was received into our Body. 

 Called for Correspondence, and the Brethren Durham and English of Bairds, and 

Geer, of Shiloh, made brief statements in regard to the state of religion in their respective 

churches. 

 The Committee on Bro. Wynn’s case, made a favorable report, and the case was 

continued. 

 Bro. McDaniel reported the amount subscribed for lighting the Church, was 

$14.00. On motion, ordered that the sum collected be paid over and requested Bro. 

McDaniel to endeavor to collect a sufficient sum to pay the debt. 

 The committee on Bro. Thos. G. Macon’s case, made an unfavorable report; and 

on motion, he was unanimously excluded. 

 The case of Bro. J. C. Shepherd, (after the reading of his letter to the Church) was 

postponed for further information. 

 Appointed the Brethren Davant and Wood, delegates to the General Meeting at 

Philippi. 

 Appointed correspondence as follows: Davant and Brantly to Baird’s; Wood and 

Chase, to Shiloh; Martin and Wilkes to Greensboro; and Greene and McNorton to 

Bethesda. 

 Bro. J. C. Vason was charged with drunkenness and profane swearing, and uncivil 

treatment of a brother; and the Clerk was instructed to give him notice of these charges, 

and cite him to answer at next meeting in person, or at least by letter. 

 Granted a watch care letter to Bro. M. Goodwin. 

 

 Appointed Bro. Mell and the Clerk to draw up a rule in reference to members 

removing from among us, without taking letters of dismission. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj Brantly, 
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      Church Clerk 

 

 Philip Edwin McDaniel, 1810-1899 was a brother of Ira Oliver McDaniel and 

died in Gordon County, Georgia.  

 

 At the regular conference, on the 2d of April, on motion, it was ordered that a 

written License to preach the Gospel be granted to Bro. Thos D. Martin. 

 The clerk inadvertently omitted to minutes the above order in its proper place. 

     B. B. Clerk 

 

 May 8 – Granted a letter of dismission to Miss Caroline Marvin. 

     B. B. 

 

    Penfield, June 5, 1842 

 After preaching, the Church met in regular Conference. Bro. Smith, Moderator. 

 The rules of Decorum and minutes of last Conference were read. 

 The case of Wm Wynn was taken up and it was moved and carried, that he be 

excluded, upon the alleged and admitted charge of general neglect of religion, and 

indifference to, and contempt of, the public worship of God. 

 On motion, J. C. Vason was excluded upon the charges heretofore preferred 

against him.  

 The case of Bro. Shepherd was continued, and the Brethren Martin, Mell and 

Wilkes appointed to inquire further into the matter. 

 Bro. McDaniel was requested to continue his exertions to raise a sufficient sum to 

discharge the debt incurred for lighting the Church. 

 The committee appointed to draw up a rule in reference to members removing  

from our bounds reported the following 

 

Rule and Form for Letters of Dismission, which were adopted, and the committee 

discharged, viz: 

 Every member, removing from our bounds is expected to take a letter of 

dismission at the time of his or her removal, or within six months thereafter; provided a 

special arrangement is not made for his or her membership to remain with us. 

  Form of the letter 

 The Baptist Church of Christ at Penfield, Ga. 

    to any regular Baptist Church, whom this may concern, 

   Sendeth Christian Salutation: 

 Dear Brethren- We commend to your Christian affection and fellowship our 

______  _______ _______, as a member in good standing with us. We, also, hereby 

consent to ______uniting with your body, provided this Letter is presented for that 

purpose within six months of its date; and when we are officially notified of ______ 

having been received by you we shall consider______ received by you and shall consider 

______regularly dismissed from us; but not till then. 

 Yours affectiately in Gospel Bonds 

By Order of the Church      ______, Clerk 

Penfield, ______184 
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 N. B.- By a vote of the Church the above letter is valid six months, and no longer. 

The member receiving it is exhorted therefore, to present it to the Church with which he 

or she may intend to unite, procure from the Pastor or Clerk thereof, a certificate of 

admission, and forward it to us without delay: if by mail, post paid. 

 Or, if members receiving such a letter do not unite with a Church in their vicinity, 

they are expected to communicate in some way, within six months of the date of their 

letter, their reasons for omitting it; and once a year subsequently, information respecting 

the place of their residence and spiritual state of mind. 

 An omission to comply with this rule of the Church, will be considered neglect of 

special duty. 

 

 Read a letter from our sister Church at Smyrna. 

 On motion, Resolved, That we as a Church prefer no charges against J. J. Reeves, 

in addition to the one specified; and that any disposition which the Smyrna Church may 

make of the case will be satisfactory to us. 

 Resolved, That the Clerk communicate the above to the Smyrna Church. 

 Bro. Walker Brookes was charged with using profane language and indifference 

to religion; and the Brethren Northen, Mell, and Brantly were appointed a committee to 

take the subject into consideration, and report at next meeting. 

 On motion, granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Buckner. 

 Resolved, That the Clerk notify absent members, that they are expected to take 

letters of dismission, or show cause why they should not. 

 Moved and carried that the Church take up the subject of a Pastor at next meeting; 

and that this subject be the first business in order. 

 Resolved, That Friday before our next Conference be a day of Prayer and Fasting 

in reference to the selection of a Pastor. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, July 2, 1842 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular conference. Bro. 

Smith acting as Moderator. 

 A door being opened, Miss Mary Phipps, from the Augusta Church, and James L. 

Randle, from the Newnan Church, presented Letters, and were received into our 

fellowship. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum. 

 The minutes of last Conference were read and confirmed. 

 The subject of the election of a Pastor was then taken up. Bro. W. Richards 

submitted a plan for supplying the Church with Pastoral services, and for creating a fund 

for the erection of a House of Worship. After some remarks by several brethren, the 

whole subject was indefinitely postponed. 

 Bro. Shepherd’s case was continued. 

 Bro. Brooke’s case was next in order. Bro. Brookes being present, made 

acknowledgements, and exhibited to the Church a happy frame of mind- which being 
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confirmed by brethren who had labored with him, on motion, the case was dismissed, and 

Bro. Brookes was relieved from all censure. 

 Moved and carried to consider at our next meeting, the expediency of forming the 

church into a Sabbath School to impart instruction to the Black population. 

 Appointed the Brethren Wm. Richards, Chase, and Mell, to inquire into the 

propriety of admitting Blacks to membership with us. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Brethren George Fish and George Parks. 

 Granted letters of commendation to Brethren Chase and Wm. Richards. 

    Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 6, 1842 

 After some religious exercises by Bro. B. M. Sanders, the Church met in regular 

Conference. Bro. William Richards acting as Moderator. 

 Read the Articles of Faith, and Church Covenant. 

 Called for correspondence; and Brethren Brooks & Gear, from Baird’s, and Bro. 

Wilson, from Shiloh announced themselves. 

 Read the Minutes of last meeting. 

 Bro. Shepherd’s case was postponed, in consequence of the absence of the 

committee. 

 The subject of our black population was also postponed, in consequence of the 

absence of brethren. 

 Ordered letters of dismission for Bro. I. O. McDaniel and wife, and Bro. Philip E. 

McDaniel and Mark L. Billingslea. 

 Appointed correspondence as follows viz: 

To Baird’s, Brethren Mell and Greene; to Bethesda, Wm. Richards and Chandler; to 

Shiloh, M’Norton & Bailey; to Greensboro, Smith and Wm. Richards. 

 Called the roll, and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 3, 1842 

After a Sermon, by bro. Mell, the Church met in regular Conference. Bro. O. Smith 

acting as Chairman. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum. 

 Read the Minutes of last meeting. 

 Moved and carried, that the Minutes of our July meeting be amended by striking 

out the words “to impart instruction to the black population.” 

 Brethren Mell, Wood and Wilkes were appointed a committee on the subject of 

forming the Church into a Sabbath School. 

 J. C. Shepherd was excluded on the ground of walking disorderly and contempt of 

the church. 

 The following Report was presented: 

 The committee appointed to draw up some plan for the instruction of the colored 

people, submit the following as the best they can devise: 
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 1st That the Church select and appoint a judicious and experienced Brother to take 

charge of that department within her borders. 

 2nd That it be his duty to meet his charge every Sabbath afternoon, and instruct 

them for one hour- the first half hour to be occupied in a familiar lecture explanatory of 

some prominent doctrine or duty of the Gospel; and the next half hour to be spent in 

giving oral instruction on the same subject. 

 3rd Your committee report the propriety and importance of dividing the whole 

congregation into classes, according to age and sex, and of authorizing the superintendent 

to appoint judicious Brethren over them. 

 4th Your committee also, suggest the importance of making it the duty of the 

Brother filling this office to report to the Church every regular conference. 

 Brethren Mell, Richards and Davant were appointed to consult the citizens of the 

village upon the above scheme, and report at next conference. 

 On motion ordered, That a written License be granted to Bro. Wm. C. Wilkes to 

preach the gospel.  

 Elected Brethren P. H. Mell & Wm. Richards our delegates to Georgia 

Association and Bro. N. Hill, in case of failure. 

 Resolved that our delegates to the Association represent us in the Sabbath School 

Convention. 

 Resolved that a collection for Missionary purposes be taken up after sermon on 

the Sabbath following our next regular conference. 

 Agreed to appropriate Two Dollars for Minutes. 

 Appointed the Clerk to write to the Association. 

 Granted Letters of Dismission to sisters A. L. Hammond and E. A. Fish and to 

Bro. Sam’l J. Bailey. 

 J. D. Fish was charged with apparent total indifference to religion, and very bad 

behavior in the house of God. And the Clerk was instructed to inform him of these 

charges, and cite him to appear at next conference, or answer by letter. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

  

    Penfield, Oct. 4, 1842 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular conference- Bro. 

Mell, Moderator. 

 Invited Brethren present from other churches to sit with us, and aid in our 

deliberations. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum and the Minutes of last conference.  

 The committee on the subject of forming the Church into a Sabbath School, made 

a report, which, after an amendment, was adopted as follows: 

 The committee 

[The report has been mislaid.] 

 Moved and carried to elect one Superintendent and six Teachers- 3 males and 3 

females:- S. P. Sanford was chosen Superintendent; and Davant, Wilkes and Martin, and 

sisters Randal, Mary Mell and Spencer, Teachers. 

 Postponed the subject of religious instruction of the Blacks till next meeting. 
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 The case of J. D. Fish was taken up, and upon motion, he was excluded. 

 Read a letter from the Church at Wetumpka, Ala. certifying that Bro. M. L. 

Billingslea had united with that Body. 

 Also a letter from Flat Rock, Henry Co. Ga. certifying that Bro. I. O. McDaniel 

and wife and Bro. P. E. McDaniel had united with them. 

 The letter to the Geo. Association prepared by the Clerk, was read and adopted. 

 Bro. W. Richards stated to the Church that he had been overtaken in a fault- he 

had unintentionally, violated the letter, but not the spirit, of the law, and threw himself 

upon the Church and asked forgiveness. 

 A motion was made to forgive Bro. Richards which called forth discussion. 

 A motion was made to postpone the subject, which was negatived. 

 Bro. Bailey having expressed himself aggrieved at the decision of the Church not 

to postpone, a motion was made to appoint a committee to take gospel steps to reconcile 

him; whereupon Bro. Bailey signified his reconciliation, and the subject was dropt. 

 Previous to this, the original motion, to forgive was put and carried- no one rising 

in opposition. 

 The Church went into an election for Pastor, and upon counting the votes- Rev. B. 

M. Sanders had 14, and there were two scattering. 

 Moved and carried that a committee be appointed to inform Bro. Sanders of his 

election; and that in the event of his acceptance, the church will expect him to preach one 

Sabbath in the month, and perform as much pastoral service as convenience will permit. 

The Moderator appointed Brethren Greene, Bailey and Northen the committee. 

 Called the Roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 14, 1842 

 At the request of Bro. Sanders, the Church met in extra conference, at 4 o’clock, 

this afternoon. 

 The committee appointed to notify Bro. Sanders of his election to the Pastoral 

charge of the Church, reported that they had discharged that duty. 

 Bro. Sanders then addressed the church at some length, and accepted the call. 

 Agreed that the Pastor occupy two Sabbaths instead of one. 

 Bro. Sanford resigned the appointment of superintendent of the Sabbath School, 

and Bro. Mell was appointed to the vacancy. 

    Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 29, 1842 

 In order to have the Pastor with us, the Church, on Sunday evening last, agreed to 

have a Conference today, one week in advance the regular time.  

After preaching The Pastor took the Chair. Read the Rules of Decorum, Articles 

of Faith, and the Church Covenant. 

 Called for Correspondence. Bro. A. Janes of Bethlehem Church, reported himself, 

and was welcomed by the Moderator. 
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 Sisters Sarah J. Brookes, of the Augusta Church, and Sarah Randle of the 

Greensboro Church, presented letters of dismission, and were recognized as members of 

this Church. 

 Read and confirmed the Minutes of last Conference. 

 The subject of Instructing the Blacks, postponed to this meeting, was on motion, 

indefinitely postponed and the committee discharged. 

 Moved and carried that the Pastor make arrangements with the young brethren to 

preach to the Blacks. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Matthews, Bro. Hill and wife, and Miss 

Mary Ann Sanders. 

 Moved and carried that the request of the Greensboro Church, to put Bro. Mell 

forward for ordination, be agreed to; and that Saturday before the 3rd Sunday in 

November be the day, and that the Candidate and Pastor select the Presbytery. The 

Brethren Brookes, Stokes, Harris, and the Pastor, were named. 

 Directed the Clerk to give written notice to the Presbytery. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows- to Shiloh, Ashburn, Northen, and Greene; 

to Bethesda, Davant and Ashburn; to Beards, Chandler and McNorton; to Greensboro, 

Martin and Wilkes. 

 Bro. Sanford was requested to act as Chorister, and Bro. Chandler assistant. 

 Moved and carried to have the minutes read at the close of each conference. 

 At the request of the present Clerk, the Church agreed to elect a new one at next 

Conference. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 19, 1842 

 At the call of the Church for a Presbytery to ordain Bro. P. H. Mell, our Pastor, 

Bro. B. M. Sanders, with Brethren Otis Smith and Wm. H. Stokes attended. Bro. Stokes 

preached from 2nd Tim. 4th c. 2nd v. –“Preach the word.” Bro. Sanders examined the 

Church and the Candidate; Bro. Smith made the ordaining prayer, with the imposition of 

hands by all the Brethren. Bro. Sanders gave the charge and Bro. Stokes gave the right 

hand of fellowship, and the Benediction was pronounced by Bro. Mell. 

    B. M. Sanders, Moderator 

 

   Penfield, Dec. 10, 1842 

 After preaching, the Church met in regular Conference, the Pastor in the Chair. 

 Read the Minutes of last meeting. 

 Agreed to postpone the election of Clerk for the present. 

 Accepted Bro. Mell’s resignation as superintendent of the Sabbath School, and 

appointed Bro. S. P. Sanford to fill the vacancy. 

 Agreed to appoint a delegation to Antioch Church to confer upon the subject of 

altering their Conference day. Brethren Davant, Greene and the Pastor to be the 

delegation. 

 Granted letters of dismission to the Brethren Asa Hearn and James M. Jones. 

 Called the Roll and adjourned. 
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     Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 

 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brother and Sister Smith, after service on 

Sabbath, 15th Jan. ’43. 

 A Letter of dismission was granted to Bro. J. M. Wood, at an extra conference in 

December ’42. 

     B. B. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 13, 1843 

 The Church met in regular Conference, the Pastor being absent Bro. Richards was 

called to the Chair. 

 The Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last Conference were read. 

 Neither of the Delegates to the Antioch Church being present, the subject of 

altering our regular Conference day, was postponed. 

 No business being presented, the Roll was called, and the Church adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Clerk 

  

Letters of dismission to D. W. Chase and Mrs. H. S. Chase were granted at an 

extra meeting. 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 11, 1843 

 After preaching by the Pastor, the Church met in regular Conference. 

 The Articles of Faith, Church Covenant and Rules of Decorum were read. 

 A door was opened for the admission of members, when the following brethren 

presented Letters of Dismission from their respect churches, and were received; viz, 

Talbot X. Reese, a deacon and licensed preacher, from Enon, Henry County; Thomas 

Neel, from Mt. Zion, Hancock County, Hillman Williams a Licensed preacher, from 

Reedy Creek, Warren county; and Lewis J. Dupree, from Prairie Grove, Noxubee 

County, Miss. 

 The Brethren Durham, McWhorter and Brown reported themselves as 

correspondents from Bairds and gave an account of the State of religion there, and were 

invited to seats with us. 

 The Delegates appointed to confer with Antioch Church, that it was inconvenient 

for Antioch to alter her Conference days. 

 Whereupon it was Resolved That we change our regular Conference meeting to 

Saturday before the Second Sabbath in each month. 

 The order for letters of dismission to Brother and Sister Chase passed at an extra 

meeting, was confirmed. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows: To Antioch, Davant and Mell; Bethesda, 

Chandler and McNorton; Bairds, Ashburn and Williams; Greensboro, Davant & Brantly. 

 Instructed the Clerk to write to Bro. Goodwin in regard to his intention of 

continuing his membership with us. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly 

      Church Clerk 
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 Rev. Talbot Xenophon “T. X.” Reese, Sr. was born September 16, 1816, 

Columbia County, Georgia and died November 1, 1859, Heard County, Georgia. 

 Thomas Columbus Neel was born October 8, 1825, Hancock County, Georgia 

and died September 12, 1863, Ellis County, Texas. He graduated from Mercer University 

1846. 

 Louis Jared Dupree was born April 25, 1829 in Athens, Clarke County, Georgia. 

He served in the Confederate Army and was elected Post Surgeon at Griffin, Georgia on 

December 5, 1862 and served in that capacity thru the war. In a letter he states “I lived 

with my Grandfather 5 miles from Lexington on the road to Athens when I was a 

schoolboy at Penfield where Mercer University was then located.” He further states “I 

have been an editor ever since I was grown, for many years at St. Louis and Memphis 

and for 5 years past in Washington City. I used to write for the Sunny South at Atlanta 

over the signature L. J. D.” The letter was addressed Dear Cousin and dated Nov. 3, 

1885 from Birmingham, Alabama. He states that he is in Birmingham and is editing the 

Birmingham Age. 

  

 Certificates have been received of Bro. A. M. Mathews, uniting with the Church 

at Falling Creek, Elbert County, and Sister A. L. Hammond, with the Church at Jackson, 

Butts County. 

 

    Penfield, March 11, 1843 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference, the 

Pastor presiding. 

 The minutes of last meeting were read. Granted Letters of dismission to the 

brethren T. X. Reese and J. L. Randle. 

 Brethren Northen and Sanford were appointed to see bro. Willis in regard to his 

absence from our meetings; and Davant and Brantly were appointed to see Bro. Rainey 

also for neglecting the meetings of the Church. 

   Called the Roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, April 8, 1843 

 Bro. Mell preached- After which, the church convened-the Pastor in the Chair. 

 A door was opened for the admission of members when Elder Joseph S. Baker of 

Columbus Church, his wife, sister J. Baker of North Newport Church; Bro. E. C. 

Lawrence, from Sandy Creek Church, Morgan Co.; Sister Rebecca F. Davant, of Fishing 

Cr. Church, Wilkes Co.; Bro. W. H. Morgan and wife of County Line church, 

Oglethorpe- presented letters, and received the right hand of fellowship from the Pastor. 

 Read and approved the Minutes of last Conference. The Committee appointed for 

that purpose, Reported that they had performed the service – and Bro. Willis being 

present gave reasons for his absence; which were satisfactory to the Church. 

 The Committee in Bro. Rainey’s case, for absence, reported Bro. Rainey was 

present, and asked the church to continue the committee and lay over the case till next 

meeting- which was granted. 

 Brethren Greene and Davant, with leave to appoint an alternate, volunteered to 

attend the Sabbath School Convention at Sardis. 
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 Letters of Dismission were granted to Bro. W. C. Richards, and sister Catharine 

Richards. 

 Whereas, many members of this Church feel aggrieved at the late treatment of one 

of its members, in having his house waylaid, to watch for the discovery of crime, and at 

his afterwards being prosecuted at the law, under charge of a discovery of criminal 

conduct in said member; in both of which transactions, we are informed a part of the 

members of Shiloh Church were engaged; and when, as we have learned, some of the 

members of said Church made complaint to the Church of the conduct of said members, 

both in waylaying the house of a brother, and Afterwards in arresting him in a legal 

prosecution, instead of dealing with him in the terms of the Gospel of Christ, the Church 

rather justified the course of said members that were complained of, then condemned it:- 

 Therefore, it is Resolved, That James Davant, Lemuel Greene and Peter Northen, 

Deacons of this Church, be a committee to visit Shiloh Church, and express to it the 

regret of this Church at the conduct of some of its members in the matters above 

mentioned; and their further regret at the intelligence they have received, that their 

Church had justified them in the proceedings. 

 Be it further Resolved, That said committee be requested to use such Christian 

labor with said Church, as, in their judgment, will be most conducive to the future peace 

and harmony of the two Churches. 

  Done in Conference, April 8, 1843 

Benj. Brantly Church Clerk 

 

 Rev. Joseph Stevens Baker was editor of the Christian Index 1843-1848. He was a 

trustee of Mercer University 1842-1850. 

 Dr. E. C. Lawrence was born April 17, 1812 and died March 20, 1845. He is 

buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. 

 Rebecca F. Matthews Davant was a wife of James Davant. She died September 6, 

1849 and is buried at Penfield. 

 William H. Morgan was born December 20, 1800 in Haymaker, Virginia and died 

February 8, 1865, Desha County, Arkansas. He is buried at Greensboro City Cemetery, 

Greene County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, May 13, 1843 

 After a sermon by the Pastor, the Church went into regular Conference. 

 Bre. D. Gear and S. D. Durham, from Beards; and bro. Lumpkin, from Antioch, 

reported themselves as correspondents from their respective Churches, and were cordially 

received. 

 Read the Articles of Faith, Church Covenant, and Rules of Decorum. 

 The Minutes of last Conference were then read and approved. 

 Bro. Rainey’s case, absence from our meetings, was then called. Whereupon the 

additional charge of using profane language was preferred against him; and on motion, 

bro. Greene was added to the committee, with instructions to notify bro. Rainey of these 

proceedings, and to cite him to answer at next Conference. 

 Certificates that Brethren J. L. Randle, Asa Hearn, and T. X. Reese had united 

with other churches of our faith and order, they were declared regularly dismissed from 

our body. 
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 The Church was notified, that our Bro. Myles Goodwin, had united with another 

church, not of our faith and order; and it was agreed to take up the subject at our next 

meeting. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows: -Bairds, Brantly and McNorton; 

Greensboro, Greene and Martin; Antioch, Davant, Ashburn and Brantly. 

 Granted Travelling Letters to Brethren Richards and Bailey. 

   Called the Roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly 

      C. C. 

 

    Penfield, June 10, 1843 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in regular conference – the 

Pastor presiding. 

 Bro. Andrew Kennedy and sister Nancy Kennedy presented letters of dismission 

from the Church at Shiloh, and were received as members of our body. 

 The committee heretofore appointed to visit Shiloh Church, made a written report; 

which, upon motion was received, the committee discharged, and the report ordered to be 

recorded as follows: 

 The committee appointed to present certain documents of this church to the 

church at Shiloh, and to assist in the adjustment of a matter of difficulty existing between 

the two churches, Report, 

 That they have in the discharge of that duty visited Shiloh Church at their regular 

monthly conference meeting held on Saturday the 13th May, and reported themselves as a 

committee holding documents from this church, with a request to present them. 

 On motion the documents were received and read by the Church after which 

considerable discussion ensued upon the correctness of them, and on the churches taking 

up the matter and acting upon it in the shape it was then presented. And from the views 

members of the Church seemed to take of the subject, your committee were of the 

opinion that the Shiloh Church would not, at that time, take up and act upon the records 

of this church in a manner satisfactory to this church, your committee after coming to this 

conclusion, thought it advisable to withdraw the whole subject – and so far as the action 

of the committee was concerned, nothing was effected. 

 We submit, &c 

   James Davant, Chairman 

 The committee in E. Rainey’s case reported and the charges being confirmed, on 

motion, he was expelled. 

 Myles Goodwin having united with another church not of our faith and order and 

in other respects walked disorderly, on motion, Resolved, That we withdraw fellowship 

from him. 

 Sister E. A. Janes, having returned the letter of dismission granted to her in Sept. 

last, her name was ordered to be again entered upon our roll. 

 A certificate having been received that Bro. Jones had united with the Church at 

Bark Camp, Burke Co., he was declared regularly dismissed from us. 

 A letter of dismission was ordered for Bro. Cullen Battle. 

 The Clerk was instructed to write to Bro. J. S. Walker, in regard to continuing his 

membership with us. 



 43 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, July 8, 1843 

 The usual religious exercises took place- After which the Church went into 

regular conference – the Pastor presiding. 

 A door being opened Bro. Reubin B. Edmons, and his wife, Sister Miriam 

Edmons, presented Letters of Dismission from Shiloh Church, and were received into this 

body. 

 A certificate was read, from the Church at Milledgeville, that our late member, 

Bro. George D. Fish, had united with that body. 

 On motion, Resolved, That our next regular meeting commence on Thursday 

before the Second Lord’s Day in August, and continue for four days. 

   Called the Roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clk 

 

 Reuben Buckner Edmonds was married to Miriam Kennedy. 

 

    Penfield, July 12, 1843 

 Agreeably to a call made by the Pastor, the Church met in conference this 

evening. 

 The Pastor explained the object of the meeting, and laid before the Church a 

certificate and letter, signed by several respectable brethren of Greenville, Ga. charging 

Joseph N. Bailey, a member of this church, with highly criminal conduct: Whereupon it 

was 

 Resolved, That the Brethren Baker, Northen, Brantly, Chandler and Ashburn be a 

committee to inquire into and collect any other facts in the case that may exist, and report 

to an extra meeting of this church to be held on Saturday evening next. 

     

Penfield, July 15, 1843 

The church met this evening according to adjournment. The Pastor being absent, 

Bro. Mell was called to the Chair. 

 The committee previously appointed, reported the following preamble and 

resolution, which were received and on motion, it was ordered that they be signed by the 

moderator pro tem, and clerk, and be published in the Index: viz: 

 Whereas, charges of a highly criminal character have been preferred by brethren 

of the first respectability, against Joseph N. Bayley, a member of our church and late a 

Beneficiary in the Institution at this place, which were accompanied with documentary 

testimony to sustain them, and which charges moreover have been correlated by 

circumstances developed during our investigation of the case; and whereas, we know not 

where a private communication would reach the accused; therefore, 

 Resolved, That said Bayley be cited through the Christian Index, to be and appear 

at our next regular conference to be held August 12th, and then and there answer to the 

charges preferred against him, and their cause, if any there be, why we should not, 

without further delay, exclude him from the fellowship of the church. 

   Adjourned 
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Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

    

Penfield, Aug. 12, 1843 

 The Church met in regular conference- the Pastor presiding. 

 Called for correspondents, and received brethren Geer and Durham from Beards. 

 The case of Joseph N. Bailie, charged with seduction, was taken up. He not 

appearing in accordance with the citation through the medium of the Index and the charge 

being fully established; on motion, he was unanimously excommunicated. On motion, it 

was Resolved, That inasmuch as the said Bailie has not returned his license to preach, the 

public be notified of his exclusion by advertisement in the Index; and the notice for 

publication was immediately drafted, read, and approved by the church. 

 The charges of entering himself to a Dancing School, and a general course of 

unchristian deportment, were made against J. S. Walker; and the Brethren Baker, Sanders 

and Ashburn were appointed a committee to notify, labor with, and cite him to answer at 

our next regular conference. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. W. C. Wilkes. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows – to Antioch, Greene, Chandler and 

Ashburn; to Bethesda, Baker and Greene; Greensboro, Martin and Tarwater; and to 

Beard’s, Tarwater and Greene. 

  Called the Roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 18, 1843 

 The church assembled this evening in extra conference; after some religious 

exercises by the Pastor, the door of the church was opened, when our friends Messrs. 

Michael Barry and Wm. S. Bagby related what the Lord had done for their souls; and 

were received for Baptism. 

 On Sabbath, the 20th, agreeably to previous appointment, the above candidates 

were baptized by the Pastor. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 8, 1843 

 On several occasions during the past and present weeks, opportunity being 

afforded, the following persons related the exercises of their minds to the Church, and 

were accepted for Baptism;- viz:- Misses Ellen Catharine Davant, Mary Elizabeth Janes, 

Louisa Angelina Fannin, Abigail Louisa Northen, Louisa Jane Steed, Emily Ann 

Hasletine Sanders, Eliza Harrison Johnson, Mary Ann Walton Randle, and Frances 

Walton Cartledge and Wm. F. McGuire, Geo. W. Wilburn, Seaborn Walker, John T. 

Dickinson, John W. Drury. 

 

 Mary Ann Walton Randle was born January 6, 1829 in Penfield. She died May 

24, 1885 in Marietta, Georgia. She is buried in the Marietta City Cemetery, Cobb 

County, Georgia. She married John O. Gartrell December 19, 1848 in Greene County, 

Georgia. 

    Penfield, Sept. 9. 1843 

 The church met in regular conference-the Pastor presiding. 
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 The following persons presented Letters and were received into our body – viz: 

Sisters Nancy and Cynthia Hubbard, from Bethany, Oglethorpe and Sister Janet 

Broughton from Shiloh. Mrs. Martha H. Roberts then related a satisfactory work of grace 

and was accepted for Baptism. 

 The case of J. S. Walker was then in order and Bro. Ashburn from the committee 

previously appointed, reported a confirmation of the charges, and no defense being made, 

on motion, he was excommunicated. 

 It was then moved and carried, that the Pastor and Bro. Baker notify Mr. Walker 

of his exclusion, and write him such a letter as the occasion seems to demand. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to sister Margaret Williams. And adjourned till 

night. 

     Evening session 

 Went into a choice of Delegates to the Association. Elders Baker and Mell were 

elected, and Bro. Davant, in case of failure of either. 

 Appointed the Clerk to write the Annual Letter to the Association. 

 Agreed that the Pastor preach a suitable sermon on the 4th Sabbath in this month 

and that a collection be taken up for missionary purposes. 

 Resolved, That the Delegates to the Association represent us in the Sabbath 

School Convention. 

 Ordered Two Dollars for the Printing of Minutes. 

    Adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clk. 

 

 On Sabbath morning the 10th, the Church and congregation repaired to the water; 

and the ordinance of Baptism was administered to all the candidates, previously named-

with the exception of Mr. G. W. Wilburn, who was prevented by indisposition. 

     B. B. Ch. Clerk 

 

 Oct. 1, 1843. The ordinance of Baptism was administered by the Pastor, this 

morning, to Mr. G. W. Wilburn. 

     B. B. C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 7, 1843 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular Conference. The 

Pastor being in attendance at the Association, Bro. Mell was called to the Chair. 

 Read the Minutes of the last Conference. 

 Bro. N. Hobbs and wife presented letters of dismission from Shiloh and were 

received into our Body. 

 There being no reference, and no new business being presented, the Roll was 

called, and the Church adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Nathan Hobbs was a student at Mercer in 1840.  

 

    Wednesday ev. Oct. 25, 1843 
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 After a prayer meeting, the Church met in conference for the purpose of hearing a 

communication from Bro. Ashburn. At his suggestion a committee was appointed to 

investigate his case, and report on tomorrow evening the propriety of granting him a 

letter. The following brethren were appointed- viz: Baker, Davant, Lawrence, Northen 

and McNorton. 

 Conference then adjourned until tomorrow evening. 

     T. D. Martin, Clerk pro tem 

  

Thursday evening, 26th – The Church met in accordance with the appointment of 

last ev. 

 The committee in the case of Bro. Ashburn made the following report:- 

 The committee appointed on the case of Bro. Ashburn, are grieved to be under the 

necessity of reporting, that they found there exists serious difficulties in the way of 

granting him a letter of dismission; that they are unable to remove these difficulties, and 

would, therefore, respectfully request to be discharged from the further investigation of 

the matter.    Jas. S. Baker, Chairman 

 E. G. Lawrence, Sec. 

  

Oct. 26, 1843 

 The report was received and the committee discharged. 

 After some consultation, on motion, the former committee, with the addition of 

the Pastor, was reappointed in the above case, and all persons having charges against Bro. 

Ashburn were requested to make them known to the committee. The committee was 

instructed to investigate the whole matter, and report to the church as early as practicable. 

    Adjourned 

     Benj. Brantly, Church Clerk 

 

    Sunday night, Oct. 29, 1843 

 At the call of the committee in bro. Ashburn’s case, the church met in conference. 

The committee submitted the following report: 

 The committee appointed to investigate the difficulties in the way of granting Bro. 

G. W. Ashburn a letter of dismission from the church, had presented for their 

consideration the following charges and specifications, upon which they passed as here 

set forth- 

 Charge 1st. An agency in originating and circulating an offensive letter against the 

Faculty: To which Bro. Ashburn confessed and declared himself seriously impressed with 

a sense of his wrong both as a Student and Christian. 

 2nd charge of falsehood. 

 1st specification- The statement that certain allegations in the letter to the Faculty 

had been admitted to be true by one of its members, that member denying having made 

the admission. Such explanations were made as led the committee to hope that the 

discrepancy originated from misapprehension, on the part of Bro. Ashburn, and not from 

design at falsehood. 

 2nd specification- That he denied at one time that an individual had released him 

from an obligation voluntarily made on his part; and, at another time claimed to have 

released himself. The allegation he answered, that he stated to the individual, that he must 
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be released; which he considered as a release. The obligation being such an one as from 

which he had a right to release himself, the committee in charity, charged the verbal 

contradiction to a want of proper discrimination in the use of expressions to declare his 

liberty to act in the matter, and not to willful perversion or falsehood.  

3rd specification- Prevarication and concealing the truth when interrogated, together with 

answers making false impressions. To which in reply is presented the following 

communication: 

    Oct. 28th, 1843 

 “To the committee appointed by the church to examine and settle (if possible) the 

difficulties which seemed to be in the way of G. W. Ashburn’s obtaining a letter of 

dismission: 

 “Dear Brethren, I submit to your serious consideration the following confessions 

and statements: 1st, I admit, that with a view to screen myself and others, I sought to 

evade questions that were asked me, not seeing at the time the evil of such evasion. 2nd. I 

admit that I sought to make impressions on the mind of another, which were false in fact, 

and that though there might not be falsehood in my words, there was in reality, what was 

equivalent to a falsehood, though I did not, at the time so view it. 3d. I admit that where I 

did not expressly deny a thing, my answers may have been such as to leave the 

impression on the mind of another, that I had made an express denial. I therefore attach 

no blame to him who has charged me with falsehood; but feel thankful to him for having 

enabled me to discover my error. 4th. I admit the possibility, that, in my anxiety to screen 

myself and others, and in the perturberation of the moment, I may have affirmed, without 

being aware of it, what was false. 5th. I admit, that, even if this were not the case, if I have 

in no instance positively affirmed what was literally false; yet, inasmuch as I practiced 

evasion, and thus produced false impressions in the mind of another, I am therefore justly 

chargeable with falsehood. 

 But I plead in extenuation of my conduct, 1st. That the difficulties of my situation, 

and the excitement of the moment, prevented due reflection. 2nd. That consequently, I did 

not view the subject in the light in which I now view it – did not see the sinfulness of 

evading questions in the manner I did. For instance, when asked, where did you see the 

letter which was directed to the Faculty? I answered at the Store. 3. That, in some 

instances, my error proceeded from a misapprehension of words; for instance, when 

asked, if I dictated the letter to the Faculty, I answered that I did not. I then thought that 

to dictate, was to prescribe words, and had no direct reference to the facts in the case. 

 “With these confessions and these statements in extenuation of my conduct, I 

submit myself to my brethren, acknowledging my wrong, ask their forgiveness (as I have 

done that of my God) and an interest in their prayers, that I may be preserved from the 

like errors in time to come. 

G. W. Ashburn” 

 3rd Charge- That of collusion to conceal testimony from the Faculty, being 

pledged to give it when called on. Full acknowledgement of the impropriety of such 

conduct was made, which, together with the declaration that this conviction had been 

avowed to those with whom he had colluded, at an early stage of the difficulty. 

 The committee would beg leave to state: That these charges, acknowledgements 

and explanations are of such a nature, as lead to the belief that it would be barely able to 

hold the Brother in fellowship, and therefore, recommend the church to call in his 



 48 

License, and to grant a letter of dismission, in which it shall be stated that his license is 

retained. 

A. C. Lawrence, Sec.   J. S. Baker, Chairman 

 The report was received and adopted; and, on motion, it was ordered: That a 

Letter of Dismission be granted to Bro. Ashburn, in accordance with the recommendation 

of the committee. 

  The church then adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 11, 1843 

 After preaching by the Pastor, the church met in regular conference. 

 Called for correspondence when the Brethren Lumpkin and Brittain, from 

Antioch, and Durham and Holtzclaw, from Bairds, delivered their messages of love, and 

were invited to seats with us. 

 Read and approved the minutes of last conference. 

 Ordered the Minutes in the case of Bro. G. W. Ashburn to be recorded. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows-Antioch-Mell, Greene, McGuire and 

McNorton; Bethesda- Hobbs and Barry; Bairds – Greene and McNorton;-Greensboro- 

Martin and Sanford. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

Ben. Brantly, Ch. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 9, 1843 

 After Preaching by the Pastor, the Church convened in regular conference- the 

Pastor in the Chair. 

 Read and approved the Minutes of the last conference. 

 Resolved, That the Deacons ascertain and report next Wednesday night, the 

amount of the indebtedness of the church, and the specific grounds of the claims. 

 Resolved, That the Deacons be instructed to make a quarterly report to the Church 

of its financial condition. 

 Called the roll and adjourned to Wed. next ev. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

    

    Penfield, Wednesday Ev. Dec. 13, ‘43 

 The church met; but the Deacons having been unable to ascertain the amount of 

indebtedness for lights – adjourned to Monday evening next. 

     B. B. Clerk 

 

    Monday Ev. Dec. 18, 1843 

 The church met in pursuance of adjournment. 

On motion it was agreed to pay fifty dollars for lighting the church, for the two and a half 

years past. Whereupon a subscription was immediately taken up; and the sum required 

was nearly subscribed by the members present. 

 On motion, Resolved, That quarterly settlements be made in future for expenses 

in lighting the church &c. & that the quarters commence and end with our communion 

seasons. 
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 Resolved, That if funds are not in hand at the end every quarter for defraying the 

expense of lighting the Chapel, it be not lighted until a fund is raised. 

  The church then adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 13, 1844 

 After preaching by Bro. Fuller, Agent of the American Baptist Home Missionary 

Society, the church met in regular conference – the Pastor presiding.  

 Read the Minutes of last conference. 

 Two letters from Bro. G. W. Ashburn, were read, acknowledging that he had been 

preaching, although his License has been recalled. 

 On motion, it was ordered, that the Letter of Dismission, heretofore granted to 

him, be recalled, and that he be cited to answer at our next conference, to the charge of 

contempt for the church, in preaching after his License had been called in. 

 Ordered, that the Clerk notify Bro. Ashburn of these proceedings. 

 Granted a letter of Dismission to sister Louisa A. Fanning. 

    Adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

 After service on Sabbath 20th, a Letter of Dismission was granted to Bro. Stephen 

H. Willis. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 10, 1844 

 After preaching by Bro. Baker, the church met in Conference – the Pastor being 

absent, Bro. Baker was called to the Chair. 

 Invited Brethren from other churches to seats with us. Brethren F. W. Cheney and 

S. D. Durham reported themselves as correspondents from Bairds and were cordially 

received. 

 Opened a door for the admission of members, when Bro. Almarine E. Vandivere 

and his wife, sister Sarah W. Vandivere, from New Providence Church, Murray County; 

Bro. Uriah R. Milner, from Sardis, Wilkes Co., Bro. Wm. D. Atkinson, a licensed 

minister, from Shiloh, Chambers Co. Ala., presented Letters of Dismission, and were 

received into our body. 

 The case of Bro. G. W. Ashburn being in order, on motion it was laid over till our 

next meeting, and the Clerk was instructed to notify Bro. A. of the postponement. 

 Granted letters of Dismission to Sisters Johnson, Cartledge and Steed. 

 Resolved, That the proper officer be requested to present at our next Conference a 

written statement of the Debts and Funds of the Church. 

 Appointed Correspondents as follows- Antioch, Mell and Brantly; Bethesda, Mell 

and Davant; Bairds, Greene, Chandler and Vandivere; Greensboro; Martin and 

McNorton. 

  And the Church adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. Clerk 

 Dr. Franklin Washington Cheney was born October 29, 1808 in Oglethorpe 

County, Georgia and grew up in Morgan County, Georgia. He had a large medical 
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practice in and near Penfield for 25 years. He was a trustee of Mercer University 1838-

1842. He later entered the ministry and for some years served churches in Walker, Floyd, 

and Chattooga Counties in Georgia. He died December 5, 1882 and is buried in the 

Myrtle Hill Cemetery, Rome, Floyd County, Georgia. 

 Rev. Almarine E. Vandiver was born July, 1817 in Georgia and died 1898 in 

Texas. 

 Rev. William Dawkins Atkinson was born November 17, 1818 in Greene County, 

Georgia. He died October 17, 1879 and is buried in the Blackshear City Cemetery, 

Pierce County, Georgia. He graduated from Mercer University 1848. 

 

    Penfield, March 9th, 1844 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in regular conference, the 

Pastor presiding.  

 Invited visiting Brethren to seats with us. 

 Opened a door for the reception of members, when Bro. B. S. Walker, from the 

Monroe Church; and Williamson Fluker, from Tularachsey Church, Talladega Co., Ala, 

presented letters of dismission, and were received as members of this church. 

 The case of Bro. Ashburn was again postponed and the Clerk was instructed to 

enquire of him as to the erasure in the letter of dismission heretofore granted to him. 

 The subject of the Debts and Funds of the church was laid over, and the Deacons 

were requested to make a written exhibit of the same at our next conference. 

 Instructed the Deacons to pay postage, where the church was rightfully liable. 

 Granted a letter of Dismission to Bro. John Drury. 

 Bro. Baker laid before the church, in a short address the claims of the proposed 

Book Depository, and a collection in aid of the object was taken up , amounting to $ 

[blank] 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clk. 

 

 Billington Sanders Walker graduated from Mercer University in 1847. He died 

two weeks after graduation.  He was born 1826 and died August 12, 1847. He is buried in 

the Old Baptist Cemetery, Walton County, Georgia. 

 Williamson Norris Fluker was born September 25, 1809 and died June 29, 1885. 

He is buried at Penfield. 

 

    Penfield, April 13, 1844 

 The Pastor preached, after which the church met in regular conference. 

 Invited visiting brethren to seats with us. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum; and opened a door for the reception of members. 

Bro. Jeremiah J. Lawrence, of Ramoth Church, presented a letter, recommending him to 

the Brotherly Watch Care of this church. 

 Bro. Joshua R. Thompson, of Providence, Pickens Co., Ala,; John Harris of 

Freeman’s Creek, and sister Jean A. Harris, of Kandler’s Creek, Ch. Jackson Co. 

presented letter of Dismission from their respective churches, and were received as 

members of this church. 
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 The case of G. W. Ashburn was then taken up, and after patient investigation, (he 

having been in base fellowship) he was found guilty of treating the church with contempt, 

by preaching when his license was retained; of mutilating his church letter, and of 

falsehood in relation thereto. And on motion he was excommunicated. 

 Instructed the Clerk to inform him of these proceedings. 

 The Deacons reported that the debt for lighting and sweeping the church up to 

Jan. 1, 1844, was paid; that they now had in hand twelve Dollars and seventy-five cents – 

cash $7.25 – due on subscription, $5.50 – total -$12.75. 

 Elected Bro. L. Greene, Treasurer. 

   The church then adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Ramoth Baptist Church of Christ was chartered in 1836 and is located in Putnam 

County, Georgia. Jeremiah James Lawrence was born September 9, 1822 and died 

September 25, 1863 in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Joshua R. Thompson was born April 2, 1825 and died May 7, 1850. He is buried 

in the Trantham Cemetery, Pickens County, Alabama. 

 

    Penfield, May 4, 1844 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in regular conference – the 

Pastor presiding. 

 Called for correspondents- and the Brethren Holtzclaw, from Bairds; Tuggle from 

Bethesda; and Lumpkin, Brittain and Young, from Antioch, delivered their messages of 

love, and were welcomed to seats among us. 

 Read the Church Covenant, Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum. 

 Opened a door for the reception of members, when Bro. Luke J. Calloway and 

wife, (sister Jane Calloway), from Shiloh, Wm. J. Dupree, a Licensed Minister of 

Providence Church, Pickens Co., Ala.; Bro. John Oliver, a Licensed Minister, of Bay 

Creek Ch. Walton Co. presented Letters of Dismission from their respective churches, 

and were admitted to membership with us. 

 Appointed a committee, consisting of Brethren Davant, Chandler and Lansdel, to 

inquire into certain reports, concerning the unchristian conduct of some of our young 

Brethren. 

 Appointed Correspondents as follows: viz- To Shiloh, Greene, Chandler and 

Vandivere; Antioch, Mell, Brantly and Greene; Bethesda, Hobbs, Harris and Kennedy; 

Beards, Calloway, Edmonds and McNorton; Greensboro, Martin, Greene and Atkinson. 

 The Church instructed the Deacons to supply the wants of Sister Mary Phipps, out 

of the present church fund. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Dr. William Joseph Dupree was born December 25, 1824, Madison County, 

Alabama and died December 12, 1892 Coryell County, Texas. He is buried in the Mount 

Pisgah Cemetery, Wood County, Texas. 

 

    Penfield, June 8, 1844 
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 The usual religious exercises were observed, after which, the church met in 

regular conference. The Pastor in the Chair. 

 Invited visiting Brethren present to seats with us, and opened a door for the 

reception of members upon which Elder J. L. Dagg, D. D. together with his wife sister 

Mary Dagg, and daughter, sister Elizabeth T. Dagg, of the church of Christ at Tuscaloosa, 

Ala.; and Bro. Reuben J. Callaway, of the Church at Sardis, Wilkes County, presented 

Letters of Dismission from their respective churches, and were received into our body. 

 The committee appointed at our last meeting, to inquire into and report upon 

certain rumors of unchristian conduct and disorderly walk alleged against some of our 

young brethren, reported that they had discharged the duty assigned to them, and found 

the reports true. They then gave the names of Walker Brookes and Lewis Dupree, as the 

individuals to whom reference was had. 

 The case of Walker Brookes was then taken up, and after consultation, and 

hearing a statement from himself, the following preamble and resolution were submitted 

and unanimously adopted: 

 Whereas there have been charges against Walker Brookes, of disorderly conduct, 

in general acknowledged by himself – that he has declared he is not and never has been a 

Christian – that he requests that his name be erased from the church book, and has 

declared that in no event would he consider himself a member. 

 Therefore, Resolved, That we withdraw from him. 

 The case of Lewis Dupree was next in order. He was charged with the use of light 

and vulgar language, and improper conduct during a prayer meeting. After a statement 

made to the church by himself, and a patient investigation of the case, on motion it was 

unanimously resolved that he be excluded. 

 Bro. Borders having failed to receive the letter of Dismission heretofore granted, 

ordered that he be furnished with a new letter. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 John Leadley Dagg was professor of Theology at Mercer and president of Mercer 

University 1844-1854. He was also a Mercer University Trustee from 1848-1855.  He 

was born February 13, 1794 in Loudoun County, Virginia and died June 11, 1884 in 

Alabama. He is buried in the Hayneville Cemetery, Lowndes County, Alabama. He wrote 

an autobiography which is available online at founders.org/library/dagg-bio/ 

 Elizabeth Thornton Dagg was born March 6, 1818 and died January 3, 1870. She 

is buried in the Forsyth City Cemetery, Monroe County, Georgia. She was married to 

Shaler Granby Hillyer mentioned elsewhere in this document.  

 

    Penfield, July 13, 1844 

 Elder M. W. Vandivere preached, after which the church met in regular 

conference, the Pastor presiding. 

 Opened a door for the reception of members when Rev. I. L. Brookes, of the 

church of Christ at Sugar Creek, Morgan county; and Bro. E. T. Greer, of Beard’s. 

Oglethorpe County, presented letters of dismissiom from their respective churches, and 

were received into our communion. 
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 Read a letter from Kiokee Church, Columbia County, certifying that sister 

Frances Walton Cartledge had presented her letter of dismission from us to that church 

and had been regularly received, and also, recommending her to our watch care, during 

her stay among us. 

 Rec’d Bro. Cutliff, also, under our watch care. 

 Read and approved the Minutes of last conference. 

 The Pastor called the attention of the church to a resolution of the Georgia 

Association, in regard to finding out and supplying the destitute in our bounds with the 

Bible. 

 On motion, the Pastor and Deacons were requested to ascertain the destitution and 

report at next meeting. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Rev. Iverson L. Brooks was principal of the Penfield Female Academy. He was 

also a Mercer University Trustee 1840-1845.  Iverson Lewis Brooks was born 1793 in 

Rockingham County, North Carolina and died March 14, 1865 in Aiken County, South 

Carolina. He is buried in the Magnolia Cemetery, Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 10, 1844 

 Sermon by the Pastor- After which the church met in regular conference. 

 Called for correspondence, when the Brethren Durham, Brooks, and Dr. Cheney 

reported themselves from Bairds, and were cordially received. 

 Invited visiting brethren present from sister churches to take seats with us. 

 Received Bro. W. K Gordon under our watch care. 

 The Pastor and Deacons reported that they had not been able to find any family in 

our bounds destitute of the Bible. Agreed to continue the committee and requested every 

member of the church to make inquiry. 

 Granted Bro. M. R. Milner a Letter of Dismission. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows- To Shiloh-Greene and Davant; Antioch-

Davant, Brantly, McGuire, and Hobbs; Bethesda- Greer; Beards-Greene, Hobbs and 

McNorton; Greensboro-Harris. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Rec’d a certificate from the church at Ramoth, Putnam County, that Bro. John 

Drury had presented his Letter of Dismission to that Church and was received. 

     B. B. Clerk 

 After prayer meeting, Sabbath evening, Sept 1, Letters of Dismission were 

granted to Brother and Sister Vandivere. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 7, 1844 

 After preaching, the church met in conference – the Pastor presiding. 

 Read the minutes of last meeting. 
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 In reference to the destitute of the Bible in our bounds, none has been ascertained. 

The committee were continued. 

 Resolved, That the clerk write the letter to the Association. 

 Went into an election for delegates to the Association. The committee reported 

that the Brethren Mell and Dagg were elected, and Brethren Baker and Brookes, their 

alternates. 

 Agreed to hold a conference meeting on Wednesday night before the meeting of 

the association, to hear the Annual Letter read, and to ascertain the amount of funds 

subscribed &c 

 Agreed to take up a collection, after preaching, tomorrow fort night. 

 Requested the preaching brethren of the church to make arrangements for regular 

preaching to our black population on each Sabbath afternoon. 

 Took up a collection to pay for lights and to constitute a Church fund to be paid 

out at the discretion of the Deacons. 

  Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 9, 1844 

 After preaching by Bro. Baker, the church met in regular conference- the Pastor 

being absent, Bro. Brookes was called to preside. 

 The door of the church was opened, when Bro. John F. Dagg, presented a Letter 

of Dismission from the church at Brooklyn, Ala. and was received by us. 

 Called for correspondents, and three Brethren from Antioch made themselves 

known, and were invited to seats with us. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum, Articles of Faith, and Church Covenant. 

 Continued the committee to make inquiry as to the destitution of the Bible in our 

bounds. 

 Bro. Moncrief, by request of Shiloh Church, suggested for our reflection, the 

subject of altering our day of conference, should certain contingences hereafter occur. 

And there being no other business presented, the church then adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 John Francis Dagg received the Bachelor of Divinity degree from Mercer 

University in 1847. He was editor of the Christian Index at Penfield for six years.  He 

was the son of Mercer University president, John Leadley Dagg. He was born April 5, 

1823 in Virginia and died August 31, 1894 in Hopkinsville, Christian County, Kentucky 

where he is also buried in the Riverside Cemetery. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 7, 1844 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference – the Pastor 

presiding. 

 Read the Minutes of last meeting. 

 Continued the committee on the destitution of the Bible in our bounds. 

 Granted Letters of Dismission to the Brethren J. R. Thompson and W. J. Dupree. 

 The request of Shiloh church was postponed for the present. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 
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     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 11, 1845 

 This being our conference day, the Pastor being detained by indisposition, Elder J. 

S. Baker preached and was also requested to act as moderator. 

 Read the Minutes of last conference and the Rules of Decorum. 

 Continued the committee on the destitution of the Bible. 

 Granted Letters of Dismission to Brethren J. G. McNorton, and P. B. Chandler, 

also, to sister Mary Chandler. 

 Call the Roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 8, 1845 

 After preaching, the church convened in regular conference – the Pastor 

presiding. 

 Read the Rules of Decorum, Articles of Faith and the Church Covenant. 

 Opened a door for the admission of members – whereupon our sister, Mrs. Lucy 

Angeline Carrie presented a letter of Dismission from the Augusta church, and was 

received into our Body. 

 Bro. Dagg offered the following Resolution, which, after some remarks by several 

brethren, was received and ordered to be entered upon the Minutes: 

 “Whereas we are convinced that we have not hitherto remunerated our Pastor for 

the amount of service which he has rendered us; therefore 

 “Resolved, That our Deacons be requested, after a conference with our pastor, to 

report, at our next church conference for business, what amount ought to be raised for his 

services during the present year.” 

 Appointed correspondents as usual. 

 Granted a Letter of Dismission to Bro. Rufus Williams. 

 Granted new Letters of Dismission to the Brethren Henry A. Gibson and Sam’l K. 

Borders – former letter having been lost or mislaid. 

 Bro. McGuire stated to the Church that he had been intoxicated on two occasions; 

and that he had been accused of using profane language, of which he had no recollection. 

 On motion, the three Deacons were appointed to investigate the case, and report at 

our next conference. 

 Called the Roll and adjourned. 

Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Lucy Angeline Blodgett Carrie was born December 8, 1817, Cheshire County, 

New Hampshire and died April 9, 1851, Penfield, Greene County, Georgia. She is buried 

in the Penfield Cemetery. Her husband, Gaspard Theodore Carrie worked with Christian 

Index Editor and Publisher, Benjamin Brantly. Her sister, Susan Fidelia married 

Benjamin Brantly. 

 

    Penfield, March 8th, 1845 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in regular conference – the 

Pastor presiding. 
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 Opened a door for the admission of members, and the brethren Wm. S. Morgan, 

of the Augusta church; Wm. W. Waller, of Friendship, Wilkes; and John C. Gunn, of 

Sharon, Columbia Co., presented Letters of Dismission from their respective churches, 

were accepted by this church, and received the right hand of fellowship by the Pastor. 

 In consequence of sickness in the family of one of the Deacons, and the necessary 

absence of another, the resolution of Bro. Dagg, was postponed to our next conference 

for business. 

 The case of Wm. F. McGuire was then in order; His own statements 

corresponded, in substance, with all the evidence that could be procured. After mature 

deliberation, on motion, it was Resolved That we withdraw from him. 

 The Pastor reported that Bro. McNorton had presented his Letter of Dismission to 

the church at Antioch and had been received. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 John C. Gunn graduated from Mercer University in 1847. He was a Minister of 

the Gospel. 

  

 Since our last conference, death has invaded our ranks, by the removal of our Bro. 

Dr. E. G. Lawrence, and sister Sarah Randle, the former on the 21st and the latter on the 

22nd of March. 

     B. B. Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, April 12, 1845 

 After preaching by the Pastor, the church assembled in regular conference. 

 Visiting brethren were invited to seats with us, and a door was then opened for the 

admission of members – our friends, Mr. [blank] Oliver, Mr. Andrew Kitchens, and 

Master [blank] Burney related to the church the recent exercises of their minds, and were 

accepted for Baptism, which ordinance is to be performed at a period hereafter to be 

designated. 

 The committee on Bro. Dagg’s resolution made a report which After a free 

conversation, was referred back to the committee for alteration and amendment. 

 On motion, a committee of three was appointed to provide as many gowns for 

candidates for baptism, as they may be able to procure funds to pay for. The Pastor 

appointed Mrs. Martin, Miss Dagg and Miss Sarah E. Mell to be the committee. 

 Agreed to send Delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention, to be held at 

Augusta, on Thursday before the second Lord’s Day in May. 

 The Pastor, the three Deacons and Bro. Sanford were appointed a committee to 

select two Delegates. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

  

Sabbath morning, April 20th, the Pastor administered the ordinance of Baptism to 

the candidates hitherto received, - viz- 

 [blank] Oliver, Andrew Kitchens, [blank] Burney and [blank] Battle – the latter 

having been rec’d at a called conference during the week. 
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 Sabbath morning, April 4th, the ordinance of Baptism was administered to Richard 

H. Stevens, and a woman of color named [blank] belonging to [blank] by Elder Iveson L. 

Brookes, the Pastor being absent, and the candidates having been received at a previous 

conference. 

 

    Saturday, May 10, 1845 

 Owing to the absence of many of the brethren, in attendance at the Southern 

Baptist Convention in Augusta, the church held no conference today. 

     B. Brantly, Clerk 

 

    Penfield, June 7, 1845 

 After the usual Services, the church met in conference. The clerk being absent, T. 

D. Martin was requested to act. 

 Rec’d sister Mehitable Pierce by letter. Heard and adopted the Report of the 

Deacons in reference to the support of our Pastor. The Pastor stated his compliance with a 

request from the Board of Trustees to act as an agent for the University the present year- 

Permission was given by the Church. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Brethren Bagley and Mell. 

 A committee consisting of the Pastor, Bro. Baker and the Deacons, was appointed 

to suggest a plan for the religious instruction of our black population- committee to report 

on Wednesday night. 

 Agreed to observe communion on tomorrow- The committee to procure baptismal 

gowns was discharged. 

     T. D. Martin 

      Clerk pro tem 

 

Penfield, July 12, 1845 

 This day having been set apart as a day of fasting and prayer, the forenoon 

services were suited to the occasion. 

 After which the church went into conference. Visiting brethren were invited to 

take seats with us. 

 Opened a door for the admission of members. Mr. Joseph M’ R. Baker related to 

the church a good hope through grace and was accepted for baptism. 

 Our pastor, Elder B. M. Sanders and his wife, sister Cynthia A. Sanders, 

presented letters of Dismission from the Greensboro Church & were received- the right 

of fellowship was given in behalf of the church by Bro. I. L. Brookes. The right hand of 

fellowship was also extended to sister Pierce, she having been received at the last 

conference. 

 Upon a personal conference with the Pastor, he agreed to give all his time to the 

service of this church, except what was necessary to fulfill his engagements with the 

University. 

 Upon motion, Resolved, That Bro. Gunn be encouraged to exercise his gift; and 

also, to prosecute his studies with a view to the Gospel ministry. 

 Appointed Sabbath week as the time to administer the ordinance of Baptism, at 9 

o’clock. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 
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     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Joseph McRoberts Baker was the son of Joseph S. Baker. He was born May 22, 

1825 in Georgia. He is listed in Duval County, Florida in the 1850 and 1860 census 

records. He served in the Cavalry CSA during the Civil War. He died at Camp Chase, 

Ohio December 6, 1864 and is buried in the Confederate Cemetery there. 

  

Sabbath morning, July 27. Joseph M’R. Baker was Baptized by the Pastor – the 

ordinance having been postponed to this date, in consequence of a lack of water. 

     B. B. 

  

At the prayer meeting on Wednesday evening the 30th, the Pastor and Bro. Wm. 

Richards were appointed to attend the General meeting at County Line with the privilege 

of appointing one more delegate. 

     Benj. Brantly, C. C. 

  

In compliance with the instructions of the church, as to what amount the church 

ought to raise for the support of the Gospel the present year, the Deacons reported- 

substance, “That they were of opinion the church ought to, and can, raise Two hundred 

Dollars.” 

B. B. Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 9, 1845 

 After preaching by the Pastor, the Church met in regular conference. 

 Correspondents from sister churches were called for – Bro. Brooks, from Beard’s 

and Brethren Brittain and Lumpkin, from Antioch, delivered their messages of love, and 

took seats with us. 

 Opened a door for the admission of members, when Mrs. Sarah Greene came 

forward and related an acceptable experience, and was received for Baptism, the 

ordinance to be performed at the time and place hereafter to be designated. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows – to Antioch, Davant and Brantly; to 

Beard’s, Norton, Hobbs and Brantly; to Bethesda, Greene, Northen and Hobbs; Shiloh, 

Calloway, Kennedy and Edmonds; to Greensboro, W. Morgan with the privilege of 

appointing his associates. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch Clk 

 

    Penfield, August 17, 1845 

 The petition of Fellowship Church that Bro. Thos. D. Martin be put forward for 

ordination having been inadvertently overlooked, the church assembled this evening to 

take the subject into consideration. It was moved and unanimously agreed to, that the 

petition be granted and that the ordination take place on the first Sabbath in September. It 

was further agreed to invite ministering brethren in our vicinity, to assist on the occasion. 

    Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 
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  (Sept. 6, 1845) 

 Agreeably to adjournment, the church met in Conference. The Presbytery invited 

to assist in the ordination of bro. Martin, were present- viz: the Pastor (B. M. Sanders) 

brethren Dagg, Baker, Mell, Hillyer, and Reynolds. The examination of the candidate 

followed, and other arrangements were made for the ordination to take place tomorrow. 

 A statement was made in regard to some disorders in a neighboring church 

(Baird’s) with which we correspond, disorders connected with the use of ardent spirits by 

her members. On motion a committee, consisting of brethren Dagg, Davant, and Lansdel, 

was appointed to consider the subject; and report what steps (if any) should be taken by 

this church in relation thereto. 

   Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

  

On Sabbath forenoon, agreeably to the arrangements of the previous day, our 

Brother, Thos. D. Martin, was solemnly set apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry, 

according to the usual forms. 

 In the afternoon, sister Sarah Greene, who had been received by the church at its 

August meeting, was baptized by the Pastor. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 13, 1845 

 The Church met today. Bro. Mell preached from Job 29: 2v. Pastor being absent 

bro. Mell was requested to act as moderator. In the absent of the Clerk, bro. Sanford was 

requested to perform his duty. 

 The committee appointed in reference to the reports of disorders existing in 

Baird’s church, made their report: viz 

 “Your committee have ascertained that there are reports in circulation respecting 

Baird’s church, so injurious to her reputation, that, in our judgment, it is the part of 

Christian faithfulness to inform her of their prevalence. Since these reports have, in all 

probability, extended to the neighborhoods of other churches in our Association, we think 

it desirable to suggest to that church the propriety, either of laying before the next 

Association, in her letter to that Body, such information as may be needed to give 

satisfaction to sister churches; or of her requesting that the Association should investigate 

the case, so that the reputation of the church may be duly sustained in her connexion with 

the body. We propose that this information and suggestion be communicated in a letter 

sent to them by the hands of our bro. Brooks, their Pastor.” 

 After some interchange of opinions, voted to postpone the matter for further 

consideration. 

 Voted to appoint delegates to the next Georgia Association. Brethren A. Janes and 

Holtzclaw having been appointed to count out the votes, reported Dr. Dagg and Rev. B. 

M. Sanders as delegates, and Dr. Baker the alternate. 

 On motion, S. P. Sanford was appointed to write the letter from the Church to the 

Association. 

 Voted to appoint a Committee of three, of which the Pastor shall be one to raise 

funds to send up to the Association. Brethren [blank] and Dr. Callaway were appointed in 

connexion with the Pastor. 
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 Voted also, that a Sermon be preached on some Sabbath before the Association, 

when a collection will be taken up from those who have not previously contributed. 

Voted that Professor Reynolds be requested to preach this Sermon. 

 Letters of Dismission were granted to brethren W. W. Waller and Andrew J. 

Oliver.  

    (Signed) S. P. Sanford, Clerk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 4, 1845 

 Sermon by the Pastor, and the church then met. 

 In consequences of the minutes of the last meeting not being in the possession of 

the church, and the inclemency of the weather, it was voted to postpone the matter in 

relation to Baird’s Church till next conference. 

 It having been made known to the church that bro. E. T. Greer was charged with 

having been drunk; on motion, a committee was appointed, consisting of the Brethren 

Martin, Brantly, and Edmonds to inquire into the matter, labor with the accused and cite 

him to next meeting.   

 Granted a letter of dismission to brother T. D. Martin. 

 Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 On Sabbath morning, the 19th inst. agreeably to previous arrangements, our young 

friends Robt. Massey and [blank] Wilkes, were Baptized by the Pastor of the Church, and 

received the right hand of fellowship. 

     B. B. 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 8, 1845 

 This being our regular Quarterly Conference day, the Pastor preached, after which 

the Church convened. 

 Bro. Geer, from Baird’s; Bro. McNorton, from Antioch; and Bro. Mell, from 

Greensboro; appeared as correspondents and were invited to take seats with us. 

 Read and approved the Minutes of our last conference. 

 The reference in relation to the Church at Baird’s, was the first business in order. 

On motion, the following Resolution was adopted as a substitute for the report of the 

committee at our Sept. Conference: viz. 

 “Whereas, we have reason to believe that certain sentiments and practices are 

sanctioned by our sister, the Baird’s Church, which we consider inconsistent with 

Christian propriety. 

 Resolved, that a committee be appointed by this church to visit our sister church, 

and labor with her in the spirit of Christian faithfulness, and love.” 

 The committee to consist of the Pastor, Brethren Baker, Dagg, Brookes, and 

Davant, with the privilege of filling vacancies. 

 The committee in the case of Bro. Greer reported. After consulting, the committee 

was continued for further information, and the case postponed till next meeting. 

 Appointed correspondents viz: Davant, Greene, Williams and the Pastor to 

Antioch; the Clerk and R. S. Callaway to Bethesda; the committee above, to Baird’s; 
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Lansdell, Greene and Atkinson to Greensboro; and Fluker, Edmonds and H. Williams to 

Shiloh.  

Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

  

At an extra session of the church on the 16th Nov., our Bro. John C. Gunn, was 

regularly licensed to preach the Gospel, by a unanimous vote of the church. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 13, 1845 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in conference, the pastor 

presiding. 

 Bro. Sanders, from the committee appointed to visit Baird’s Church, reported, that 

the committee had presented the resolution of this church, and discharged the duties 

assigned to them. The committee was continued for the present. 

 The committee on Bro. Greer’s case made a report; and after the expression of the 

views of some of the brethren, it was voted, That, from the evidence before us, the charge 

of intoxication is not proven. But on the acknowledgement of Bro. Greer, that he had 

used ardent spirits in a manner and under circumstances which he thought wrong, it was 

voted, that the Pastor, in behalf of the church, address Bro. Greer with suitable 

admonition and advice in reference to this subject. 

 The case was then dismissed. 

 On motion, it was resolved, That our pastor be permitted to serve Shiloh Church 

one Sabbath in the month, provided he thinks proper to do so. 

 Voted, That the Pastor and three lay brethren be appointed to make arrangements 

for religious instruction to the blacks, and report at next conference meeting. 

 The church then adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 At the prayer meeting on Wednesday night, 31st of Dec. a letter of Dismission was 

granted to our Bro. Joseph M’R. Baker. 

     B. B. Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 10, 1846 

 After a Service by the Pastor the church convened. 

 A door was opened for the admission of members when brother Absalom Janes, 

and his wife, sister Cordelia Janes, presented a letter of Dismission from Bethesda church 

and were received. 

 Sister Cornelia M. Sanders also presented a letter from the church at Wahalah, 

Mi. and was likewise received as a member of this church. 

 The committee appointed to make arrangements for the religious instruction of 

the blacks reported as follows: 

 Your committee are informed, that the House, formerly occupied by Bro. 

Chandler has been given to the blacks for a place of religious meetings. 
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 Bro. B. M. Sanders has agreed to preach one Sabbath in each month himself, or 

see to it, that some acceptable minister supply his place. 

 Bro. Atkinson was appointed to preach also, one Sabbath in each month, or see 

that some other suitable Brother supplies his place. 

 Preaching in every instance to close at 12 o’clock  

 Preaching is expected twice a month at Shiloh, where the blacks can attend; and it 

was believed that these arrangements, as regard preaching, were sufficient. 

 It was agreed that prayer meetings should be held four Sabbath evenings in each 

month, to be chiefly conducted by the blacks themselves. Bro. Northen agreed to attend 

the first Sabbath evening in the month, and procure the attendance of two other white 

persons; Bro. Davant to attend on the night of the second Sabbath; Brother Greene on the 

third; and Bro. Brantly on the fourth- and each to have two other white persons with 

them. The prayer meetings to close by nine o’clock. 

 Sunday School as usual. 

 The report was accepted and adopted. 

 A motion was made to dispense with preaching on regular conference days, in 

future; and that the subject lie over for consideration till next meeting. 

 Adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Absalom Madison Janes was a Mercer University trustee from 1833 until his 

death in 1847.  He was born June 8, 1796 in Wilkes County, Georgia and died September 

25, 1847 in Penfield, Georgia. His wife Martha Cordelia Callaway Janes was born 

October 3, 1801 in Wilkes County and died Jul 11, 1840 in Penfield. They are both 

buried in the Janes Family Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. 

 Cornelia Marion Sanders was the wife of James Rabun Sanders. She was born 

September 28, 1820 and died September 1, 1901. She is buried in the Penfield cemetery. 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 7, 1846 

 The usual religious exercises were observed, after which the church met in regular 

quarterly conference. 

 The Articles of Faith, Church Covenant and the Rules of Decorum were read. 

 Correspondents being called for, Brethren W. O. Cheney and J. G. Holtzclaw, 

from Baird’s, and P. H. Mell and S. Peck from Greensboro reported themselves, and were 

invited to seats with us. 

 A door was then opened for the reception of members, Bro. J. L. Reynolds, and 

his wife, sister C. Reynolds from the Fairfield Church, S. C.; Bro. Richard B. Hubbard of 

Liberty, Newton Co., Ga., & bro. Wm. Cooper of Wade’s, Jefferson Co., Ga., presented 

Letters of Dismission, and were received into this church. Bro. Obadiah F. Taylor of 

Hayneville church, was received under the watch care of this church. 

 

 James Lawrence Reynolds taught in the Theology Department, Mercer 

University, 1845-1846.  He was born March 17, 1812, Charleston, South Carolina and 

died December 19, 1877, Greenville, South Carolina. His wife, Charlotte Mary Smith 

Reynolds was born 1817, South Carolina and died 1878. They are both buried in the 

Elmwood Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Richland County, South Carolina. 
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 Richard Bennett Hubbard graduated from Mercer University in 1851. He served 

two terms as Governor of Texas and was also United States Minister to Japan.  He was 

born November 1, 1832, Walton County, Georgia and died July 12, 1901, Tyler, Smith 

County, Texas where he is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery. 

 

 Certificates of the reception of Brethren W. W. Waller, by the church at 

Wetumpka, Ala; of J. M. Baker, by Friendship church, Putnam Co., Ga., were received. 

 The resolution to dispense with preaching, in future, on our regular conference 

days, was taken up and passed. 

 A committee, consisting of the Pastor, Janes, Baker, Atkinson and Brantly, was 

then appointed to report at our next conference, what religious exercises should be 

observed in connexion with our regular conference meetings. 

 Read a communication from our sister church at Bairds, in reply to a 

communication from this church in November last; which, on motion, it was received and 

ordered to be recorded, together with the letter of the committee of this church to Baird’s.  

 Resolved, That the letter from Bairds, with the explanation of her Delegates, [that 

no charges were intended in the letter against this church of having acted contrary to the 

spirit of the Gospel,] is satisfactory. 

 Resolved, That the clerk make an extract of these proceedings, and forward them 

to Bairds, by our correspondents. 

                                         (Copy) 

To the Brethren composing the church at Bairds. 

 Beloved Brethren – The church at Penfield have appointed us whose names are 

hereunto attached, to visit you as correspondents, at this your quarterly conference; and 

with the usual interchange of Christian sympathies, which should ever be cherished with 

the most diligent care by sister churches living in the same neighborhood, we are 

instructed to lay before you a preamble and resolution passed by our church at its last 

monthly conference, and to explain to you its important and design. The preamble and 

resolution are in the following words viz: 

 “Whereas we have reason to believe that certain sentiments and practices are 

sanctioned by our sister, the Baird’s Church, which we consider inconsistent with 

Christian propriety. 

 Resolved, That a committee be appointed by this church to visit our sister church 

and labor with her in the spirit of Christian faithfulness and love.” 

 The bearer of this communication are that committee. It is our duty to say to you 

that this resolution has been passed in the purest feelings of Christian affection. That our 

church claims no right to usurp authority over this church or any of its members, but as it 

is most desirable that sister churches in the same community, should labor to dwell 

together in harmony and be helpers of each other in all that is good. If our church has 

received any incorrect impressions she would rejoice to have them corrected by the 

brethren here; and we are persuaded our brethren here will take pleasure in laboring to 

effect such correction. It is our duty to explain to you, what is implied by the 

“sentiments” and “practices” said in the preamble to be sanctioned by your church, and in 

which it would peculiarly gratify us to know that we are mistaken. It is generally 

understood among us, that a member of your church has let out a part of his premises for 

a term of time to be used for a place of retail of ardent spirits, and that this is known to 
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the church, and is so far sanctioned by the church as not to have been made a matter of 

dealing. It is also understood by us that members of your church are in the habit of 

visiting and drinking at said grog-shop, without the censure of the church. These facts 

being frequently mentioned in your conferences without any notice being taken of them 

by the church- and, in one instance a member making a public challenge in the 

conference, for scripture to be shown, condemning a member for drinking in a grog shop, 

laid the foundation for the impression on our minds, that this church sanctions 

sentiments, which we believe contrary to Christian propriety. That this church should be 

in possession of the knowledge that brethren of other churches were seriously grieved by 

these things, and still should take some action in relation to them, was well calculated to 

strengthen our impressions, that sentiments entirely different from our own were held by 

this church in these matters. To have our minds relieved upon the premises, in any 

manner that may seem most appropriate to the brethren here, will be a gratification both 

to our Committee and the church they represent. Dear Brethren- While we feel warranted 

in assuring you that nothing but the kindest feelings and best of motives have induced our 

church to adopt the course she has in this matter, we will not doubt for a moment that it 

will be met by a reciprocal feeling on your part.  

     (Copy) 

Georgia, Oglethorpe County 

 The Baptist Church of Christ at Bairds, to her sister at Penfield: 

 Dear Brethren. We feel it due to you, as a sister church, to answer the 

communication which your committee presented before us at our November conference, 

1845, informing us, that you were grieved, upon the ground of your having good reason 

to believe that we sanctioned such conduct in some of our members as you deemed 

unscriptural and disorderly. Now, while we are not willing to admit the charges implied 

in your communication, we think you might have been relieved from all affliction upon 

that subject, by making the necessary inquiries in the spirit of the Gospel. 

 As a church, we feel it our duty to keep up a Godly discipline, agreeable to the 

gospel. Brethren, we should greatly regret to have the communion broken between us; 

and as we wish to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, we shall endeavor to 

shun disorder, both in principle and practice. 

 Done by order of the church, Jan. 24th, 1846 

     Jas. H. M’Whorter, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Letters of Dismission were granted to Bro. and Sister Brookes. 

 A charge of drunkenness was preferred against Bro. E. T. Greer and Bro. Davant 

was appointed to summon him to answer. 

 Appointed the usual correspondents, and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, March 7, 1846 

 The conference was opened by singing, prayer, reading the Scripture and 

exhortation by the Pastor. 

 Invited Brethren from sister churches to seats with us. 

 The committee appointed to report upon what religious exercises should be 

observed in future on regular conference days, reported; and after some discussion, the 
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report was recommitted to the committee, with instructions to report in accordance with 

the resolution upon the subject. 

 The case of E. T. Greer was then taken up. Bro. Davant reported that the truth of 

the charges was admitted, and on motion the accused was excommunicated. 

 A letter from J. J. Richards, formerly a member of this church, requesting 

restoration, was received and read; and, on motion the matter was postponed till next 

conference, with instructions to the clerk to have the record of former proceedings ready 

to be laid before the church. 

 Granted Letters of Dismission to Bro. Luke J. Calloway and wife. 

 Called the roll and adjourned. 

     Benj. Brantly, 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, April 11, 1846 

 The conference was opened by the Pastor with appropriate religious service. 

 The opportunity being offered for the reception of members, brother Thomas 

Cooper presented a letter of dismission from the church at Wade’s meeting house, 

Scriven Co., and was received. 

 The committee appointed to report what religious exercises should be observed in 

connexion with our regular conference meetings presented the following: Resolved, That 

the meetings be opened by singing, prayer, reading the Scriptures, and such remarks from 

the Pastor, as he may feel impressed to make from the responsible station he occupies, as 

overseer of the flock of Christ. 

 The application of Jabez J. Richards, for restoration to the fellowship of the 

church, was taken up. After some deliberation, the case was further postponed, with 

instructions to the clerk to write to him upon the subject of his equivocations and 

contradictions; to furnish him with a copy of the report of the committee on that subject, 

and ask of him a reply. 

 The Treasurer reported in reference to the church fund. Report received and 

adopted, and ordered to be entered upon the minutes. 

 On motion, the Deacons were instructed to make an estimate of the probable 

expenses of the church for the present year, and to prepare a list of the members, that a 

subscription might be taken up at our next meeting. 

 It was certified to the church that brother and sister Callaway, late members of 

this church, had presented their letters at Baird’s and were received by that church. 

 Called the roll and adj. 

     Benj. Brantly, Ch. Clerk 

 Rev. Thomas Benton Cooper graduated from Mercer University with a Bachelor 

of Arts degree and graduated from the Theological Department in 1851 with a Bachelor 

of Divinity degree. He pastored churches at Waynesville, Brunswick and churches in 

Screven County. He was professor in Madison Female College, president at Marietta 

Female College; and professor in Washington Institute at Linton.  

 He was born December 8, 1824 in Montgomery County, Georgia and died May 

24, 1912. He is buried at Wades Cemetery, Cooperville, Screven County, Georgia. 

  

The following is the report of the Treasurer, referred to above: 
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 Lemuel Greene – In account with the Penfield Ch.     $ 

To amount of church fund raised by subscription at  

 Sept. Conference, 1844, for lighting of the house 

and other purposes. 

  Collected in church                           $24:75 

                        Collected on Subscription                   18:25 

                                                                                  $43:00 

Credit. By cash p’d bro. Northen, for lighting 

     the church    $15:00 

Pd Bro. Mell for minutes                                       2:00 

Pd for 1 lb. candles for Prayer meeting                   :25 

 “    “   1 box Sperm Candles, including freight      12:50 

“    “    “    “  Candles, including freight                           5:52 

“   Bro. W. H. M’Whorter for 4 lbs. candles                   1:00 

“   Bro. A. Janes for Lard for Lamps                                2:50  ----38:77 

Leaving a balance of $4:23 for ch purposes                                                $4:23 

     L. Green, Tr. P. Church 

 

    Penfield, May 9th 1845 (should be 1846) 

 The conference was opened by reading, expounding the scriptures, and prayer, by 

the Pastor. The Clerk being absent, bro. H. Williams was appointed Clerk pro tem. Called 

for correspondents from sister Churches, when brethren Malone & Moncrief presented 

themselves from Shiloh, McNorton from Antioch, Cheny, Holtzclaw, Durham & Geer 

from Bairds. Opened a door for the reception of members, when Bro. Thomas Faulkner 

presented a letter of dismission from the Baptist Church in Griffin, and on motion was 

received, and the hand of fellowship extended by the Moderator. Bro. Wm O. Hart was 

taken under the watch care of the church. The case of J. J. Richards was then taken up, 

but for want of the necessary information, was postponed. The Deacons not being fully 

prepared to report concerning the Church expenses, were allowed till next Conference. A 

confession from bro. S. J. Walker, of having committed disorder in getting drunk, was 

read to the Church, and on motion, the case was suspended for the present, and the 

Pastor, with such assistance as he may be able to procure, was requested to labor with 

Bro. Walker, and report at the next Conference so that final action may be taken on the 

case. It was moved and carried unanimously, that a request be sent up to the Baptist State 

Convention at Macon, that it hold its next session at this place. Letters of dismission were 

granted to bro. John Harris, and his sister Jane Harris; and also to a colored sister, Patsy. 

A resignation from the present Clerk of the Church was read, but action on it was 

postponed for the present. The Treasurer of the Church made a report of the funds 

collected for missions, which was raised; and also a report of the subscriptions for the 

support of the Pastor. 

 The Conference then adjourned. 

     H. Williams Clk pro tem 

 

 Thomas F. Faulkner was an 1851 graduate of Mercer University. 

 

    Penfield, June 13, 1846 
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After religious exercises the Church met in conference. The Pastor being absent, Bro. 

Reynolds took the chair. 

 The resignation of Bro. Brantly as Clerk was taken from the table and received. 

Bro. J. F. Dagg was then chosen to fill the vacancy. 

 The Deacons, agreeably to a resolution of the Church passed at the April 

Conference to raise funds for church purposes for the year 1846, reported: - “that in their 

judgment, Thirty dollars including the amount now in the Treasurer’s hands will be 

sufficient to cover all necessary expenses in the present year.” In order to raise this 

amount a subscription list was then made out. 

 The cases of Bro. J. J. Richards and Bro. S. J. Walker were again postponed. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Jesse S. Battle, Thos C. Neil, and 

R. T. Asbury. 

 Information was received from the Matlock Church stating that they had admitted 

Bro. J. L. Brooks into their fellowship and from the Augusta Church stating that they had 

received Sister Brooks as a member. 

 The Conference then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 Richard T. Asbury graduated from Mercer University in 1847. He served as 

principal of the Penfield Female Academy 1853-1855; professor in Georgia Female 

College at Madison, Georgia one year; and professor and president Monroe Female 

College, Forsyth, more than thirty years.  He was born February 24, 1825 and died 

November 17, 1910. He is buried in the Forsyth City Cemetery, Monroe County, 

Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, July 11, 1846 

After the usual religious exercises, conducted by the pastor, the Church met in 

conference. 

 The case of J. J. Richards was taken up. The old records which contain statements 

relative to this affair, and Mr. Richards’s letter were read. After explanations by him and 

by several members of the church, it was resolved, that Mr. Richards be restored to our 

fellowship. The pastor then gave him the right hand of fellowship as a token of his 

restoration. 

The case of Bro. S. J. Walker was taken up. The pastor reported that he had had 

no interview with him on this subject since the last instructions of the church. It was 

therefore resolved that the case be again postponed and that the pastor be instructed to 

write to him. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, August 8, 1846 

The Church met in conference after the usual religious exercises; Bro. Sanders, the Pastor 

in the chair. 

 Upon a call for correspondence, Brother Nicholson from Shiloh Church & 

Brethren Durham & Edmondson from Baird’s Church appeared & took seats with us. 

 Read the Articles of Faith, Covenant, Rules of Decorum & the minutes of last 

meeting. 
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 The Pastor reported that he had endeavored to have a personal interview with Bro. 

S. J. Walker, but having failed, he thought it best to do nothing in the case till Bro. W’s 

return to this place. On motion, the case was postponed and the Pastor requested to cite 

him to appear at our next meeting. 

 Elected by ballot, Brethren Sanders & Baker as delegates to attend the General 

Meeting at Bethesda; and in case of failure, Brethren Janes & Dagg. 

 Appointed correspondents as follows: Brethren Green and Northen to Baird’s; 

Green, Davant & Janes to Shiloh; and Green & Dagg to Greensboro. 

 Resolved, that the appointment of correspondents be made on the month previous 

to the regular quarterly meeting. 

 The church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 12, 1846 

After religious exercises, the Church met in conference. The pastor being absent, 

Bro. Reynolds took the chair. A communication from the pastor relative to Bro. S. J. 

Walker was read, whereupon it was resolved that Bro. Walker be excluded from the 

fellowship of the Church. 

 Instructed the Clerk to prepare the annual letter of the Church to the Association. 

 Appointed a Committee, consisting of the Pastor & Brethren Davant and Greene 

to take up a collection to be sent up to the Association. A public collection was also 

ordered to be taken after service tomorrow. 

 Elected, by ballot, Brethren Sanders and Reynolds as delegates to the Association 

and in case of the failure of either, Brother Janes. 

 Instructed the Deacons to carry a paper around among the members in order to 

obtain subscriptions for pastoral support. 

 Resolved that in public collections, the Deacons be instructed to receive the 

contributions at the doors as the congregation is dispersing.  

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 26, 1846 

The Church met at the call of the Pastor, for the purpose of receiving candidates 

for baptism. J. J. Wallace, Henry Jackson and W. L. Kilpatrick related their experiences 

which were unanimously approved by the Church. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Washington L. Kilpatrick was a Mercer University Trustee from 1869 until his 

death in 1896. He was president of the board of trustees from 1887-1896. He was a 

member of the 1850 Mercer University graduating class. He was the son of Mercer 

University Trustee (1838-1842) James Hall Tanner Kilpatrick.  Washington L. Kilpatrick 

was born October 18, 1829 in Burke County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 27, 1846 
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After morning prayer meeting H. L. Bunn, H. Holtzclaw, Y. J. Anderson and J. O. 

Gartrell related their Christian experiences which were unanimously approved by the 

Church. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

  

Hugh L. Bunn was born August 28, 1825 and died January 31, 1893. He is buried 

at the Cave Spring Cemetery, Cave Spring, Floyd County, Georgia. He is shown in the 

1860 Twiggs County, Georgia census and in the 1870 Cave Spring, Georgia census. He 

graduated from Mercer University in 1847. Young John Anderson was born in Laurens 

County, Georgia in 1830. He is shown in the 1850 Laurens County, Georgia census and 

in the 1860 Chatham County, Georgia census where he is listed as Attorney at Law. He 

served in Cobb’s Legion during the Civil War and is buried at Memory Hill Cemetery, 

Baldwin County, Georgia. John O. Gartrell was born June 11, 1823 in Wilkes County, 

Georgia and died November 19, 1911 in Marietta, Georgia. He served in Cobb’s Legion, 

9th Battalion, Georgia Cavalry during the Civil War. He married Mary Ann Randle at 

Penfield on December 18, 1848.  

 

    Penfield, Sept. 30, 1846 

The Church again met to receive Candidates for baptism. Wm A. Overton, D. A. 

Newsom, N. K. Davis and Miss Amelia Richards related their Christian experiences 

which were unanimously approved. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Rev. William Alexander Overton was born December 7, 1826, Taliaferro County, 

Georgia and died August 27, 1890, Greene County, Georgia. He is buried at Bethesda 

Cemetery, Union Point, Greene County, Georgia. He is listed in the 1870 Penfield census 

as a school teacher. Noah Knowles Davis was an 1849 graduate of Mercer University. 

He was born May 15, 1830 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and died May 3, 1910. He is 

buried at University of Virginia Cemetery and Columbarium, Charlottesville, Virginia. 

He was a professor of Philosophy at the University of Virginia and author of The Theory 

of Thought and Elements of Psychology both college textbooks. 

 Noah K. Davis was the step-son of J. L. Dagg. 

 Amelia Richards married Henry R. Williams on December 28, 1852 in 

Hardeeville, South Carolina. She was born in England about 1831. 

 

On Sunday morning, Oct. 4, 1846, the ordinance of baptism was administered, 

and the right hand of fellowship was given to Brethren J. J. Wallace, W. L. Kilpatrick, 

Henry Jackson, H. L. Bunn, H. Holtzclaw, J. O. Gartrell, Wm. A. Overton, D. A. 

Newsom and N. K. Davis. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 5, 1846 

After the Monthly Concert Prayer Meeting, the Church sat in conference at the 

call of the Pastor. The Clerk read the letter which had been prepared to be sent to the 

Association, and the report of the Teachers of the colored Sabbath School, which were 

approved. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 
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    Penfield, Oct. 7, 1846 

Ordered that two dollars be appropriated out of the Church fund towards the 

printing of the minutes of the Association. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 10, 1846 

After the usual religious exercises the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. 

 Br. Asbury returned the letter of dismission which he had received. The church 

unanimously received the letter and admitted him to membership. 

 The Treas. presented the following report of Missionary funds which was 

received. 

 Lem. Greene, Treas. in a/c with the Penfield Church  

To Cash received at June concert prayer meeting               $2.00 

 “      “         “         “ Aug.      “          “          “                       1.75 

“       “   collected “  Sept.      “  by Bro. Davant                    2.77 ½ 

“       “         Missionary Sermon    “        “                              .18 ¾ 

“       “         “    at Oct. concert                                              2.53 ¾  

                                                                                             $ 9.25 ¼ 

Certificates were received stating that Brother John Harris and Sister Jane A. 

Harris had united with the New Hope Church and that Sister Mary A. Randle had united 

with the Church at Social Circle. 

Appointed correspondents as follows: 

 Brethren Greene & J. L. Dagg to Shiloh 

        “      Davant & J. F. Dagg  “  Antioch 

        “      Janes & Baker            “  Bethesda 

        “    Reynolds & Northen  “  Baird’s 

        “      Sanders & Green        “  Greensboro 

The church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

     

    Penfield, Oct. 21, 1846 

The Church met according to appointment for the purpose of hearing the 

experiences of candidates for baptism. G. W. D. Wyatt and D. M. Durrett having 

presented themselves were unanimously received. 

Appointed the Second Sabbath in November as the time for performing the rite of 

baptism. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 7, 1846 

After religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the chair.  The 

articles of faith and the Church Covenant were read. 

 Miss Damaris Hubbard and Miss Sarah Kellam related their Christian experiences 

and were unanimously received by the church as candidates for baptism. 
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 Appointed a Committee consisting of Brethren Brantly, Davant, & Greene, to 

make arrangements for the better accommodation of the blacks in their religious 

meetings. 

 The Treasurer made the following report of Church expenses which was received, 

and the Deacons authorized to raise a subscription to cover said expenses. 

  Expenditures                            $49.21 

  Collections                                  17.85 

   Balance                            31.36 

 Appointed a Committee, consisting of Brethren Davant, Brantly and Greene, to 

make arrangements with the Trustees of Mercer University to have the use of their 

Chapel for public worship. Instructed this Committee to ascertain what amount of rent 

would be charged and report to the Church. 

 Bro. Jesse Battle returned his letter of dismission and was received again as a 

member of the church. 

 Instructed the Clerk to write to Bro. Catchings in order to ascertain whether he 

has ever received a letter of dismission from this church. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 8, 1846 

 The ordinance of baptism was administered and the right hand of fellowship given 

to Brethren Y. J. Anderson, D. M. Durrett and G. W. Wyatt and Sisters D. Hubbard, S. 

Kellum and A. Richards. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 12, 1846 

After religious exercises, conducted by Brother N. M. Crawford, the Church met 

in conference, the Pastor in the chair. 

 The Committee appointed to make arrangements for a place of worship for the 

blacks made a partial report, and on motion, the Committee was instructed to pursue such 

a plan as they might think best.  

 On application of Bro. Williams, a letter of dismission was ordered to be granted 

to Bro. Robert S. Catchins. 

 A letter of recommendation was ordered to be granted to Bro. O. F. Adams, who 

has been under the watch care of this church. 

 Information was received that Bro. T. C. Neel had been received on our letter into 

the Mt. Zion Church, Hancock Co., Ga. 

 Received a communication from the New Zion Church, Choctaw Co. Miss. in 

relation to the restoration of E. F. H. Johnson. A committee, consisting of the Moderator, 

the former and the present Clerk was instructed to write to said Church, laying all the 

circumstances of this case before them, and informing them, that suitable 

acknowledgements must be made by said Johnson, and evidence furnished of his good 

standing with the brethren among whom he now resides, before he can be restored to 

fellowship with us. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 
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 Robert Seymour Catchings was born September 2, 1825 and died February 14, 

1857. He is buried in the Catchings Cemetery, Jones County, Georgia. 

 Obadiah F. Adams was born November 24, 1826 and died April 6, 1890. He is 

buried in the Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. He was a student at 

Mercer in 1846. 

    Penfield, January 9, 1847 

After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. 

 Brother B. M. Hubbard presented a letter of dismission from the Bethany Baptist 

Church in Oglethorpe County and was unanimously admitted to membership. 

 Appointed a Committee consisting of Brethren Sanford, Janes and the Clerk, to 

draft a form by which letters of dismission are to be written. 

Appointed the following correspondents- 

  Brethren Green & Janes to Shiloh 

         “      Janes & Gunn   “  Bethesda 

         “      Green & Sanford “ Baird’s 

         “      Sanders               “  Greensboro 

 Brother J. T. Powel from Hay Creek Church, Miss. was received under the watch 

care of this Church. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother Jesse Battle. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, February 13, 1847 

After religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the chair. 

Read the Articles of Faith, the Covenant & the Rules of Decorum. 

Brethren Mell and Peck appeared as correspondents from Greensboro Church & 

took seats with us. 

 Brother John Howell and Sister Lucinda Howell from Mt. Zion Church, Marion 

Co. and Brother Robert R. Beck from Elim Church, Warren Co. presented letters of 

dismission and were unanimously admitted to membership. 

 Brother Sanford as Chairman of the Committee appointed to draft a form for 

letters of dismission, reported the following which was adopted. 

  The Baptist Church at Penfield 

 To any Regular Baptist Church, sendeth Christian salutation 

 

  Dear Brethren 

   We commend to your Christian affection and fellowship   [blank]               

as a member in good standing with us. We also hereby consent to [his] uniting with your 

body, provided this Letter be presented for that purpose within six months of its date. 

  When we are officially notified of [his] having been received by you we 

shall consider [him] regularly dismissed from us 

      By order of the Church Clk 

 

 Authorized Brother Green to make arrangements for the more convenient 

transportation of the Communion articles to & from the meeting house. 
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 Authorized the Deacons to incur any necessary expense for the lighting of the 

Chapel. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 John Howell, age 45, and his wife, Lucinda Howell, age 42, are listed in the 

Taylor County, Georgia, 1860 census with three children. John Howell is shown as a 

Missionary Baptist Minister of the Gospel. 

 

    Penfield, March 13, 1847 

After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. 

 Upon a letter of dismission from the 1st Baptist Church in Charleston, S. C. 

Brother N. M. Crawford and Sister Anna Crawford were admitted to membership with 

us. 

 A letter of dismission was ordered to be granted to Bro. John T. Dickinson. 

 Brother Northen confessed that he had gotten into a difficulty with a citizen of 

this village, and, after a full statement of the case, he laid it before the Church. A 

Committee was appointed to investigate the affair, consisting of Brethren Dagg, Davant 

and Janes. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Nathaniel Macon Crawford was born in Oglethorpe County, Georgia on March 

22, 1811. He died October 27, 1871 in Tunnel Hill, Whitfield County, Georgia. His wife, 

Anna was born in 1815 and died in 1904. They are both buried in the Oakland Cemetery, 

Atlanta, Georgia. Nathaniel Macon Crawford was a Trustee of Mercer University, was 

Professor of Theology and twice served as President from 1854-1856 and from 1858 to 

1866. 

 

    Penfield, April 10, 1847 

After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. 

 The Committee appointed on Brother Northen’s case made the following report, 

which was accepted: 

 The Committee appointed on the case of Brother Northen, present the following 

report. 

 In the early part of a severe illness which Brother Martin suffered last fall in the 

family of Brother Northen, he received the medical services of Dr. Herren.  

Some medicines prescribed operated injuriously and Dr. H expressed a suspicion 

that a deleterious substance was clandestinely mixed with them before they were 

administered. A short time before our last monthly meeting, Brother Northen having 

understood that some member of his family had been implicated in the suspicion which 

Dr. H. had expressed, sought an interview with him for the purpose of demanding an 

explanation. In this interview, he understood Dr. H to repeat the expression of his 

suspicion, and to appeal to Brother Martin himself as entertaining the same opinion. 
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Upon this he became highly excited with anger and struck Dr. H. The blow was not 

returned, and no further violence was committed. 

 Having been appointed to investigate and report the facts of the case, we offer no 

remarks on the morality of Brother Northen’s conduct. On this point we hope that he will 

himself express such convictions and feelings as are required by the laws of our Divine 

Master. 

     J. L. Dagg 

     Jas. Davant 

     A. Janes 

Brother Northen made such acknowledgements as in the judgment of the Church 

were satisfactory. Resolved that the Pastor be requested to make such remarks for the 

admonition of the Church, as the present circumstances suggest. 

 The committee appointed to build a suitable meeting house for the Blacks 

reported what progress they had made and the subject was still left to the management of 

the Committee. 

 Instructed the Clerk to make out a certificate showing that a letter of dismission 

had been given to Sister Henrietta J. Taylor. Ordered letters of dismission to be granted to 

Brother & Sister Reynolds, and to Brother Henry D. Jackson. 

 Brother Gartrell confessed that he had got into a difficulty and requested the 

Church to take action on the subject. A Committee consisting of Brethren Greene, 

Howell & Callaway was appointed to investigate the case. 

 Appointed Correspondents to Shiloh, Bethesda, Baird’s, Greensboro & Antioch. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, May 8, 1847 

 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. Read the Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant, and the Rules of Decorum. 

 Received Brethren Durham & Tunchant as correspondents from Baird’s Church. 

 The Committee appointed to build a Meeting house for the Blacks reported that 

the requisite amount had not been fully raised. The Committee were instructed to let out 

the contract and to continue their efforts to increase the subscription list. 

 The Treasurer reported that he had collected $12.65 at the Monthly Concert 

prayer meetings. Ordered the amount to be divided between the Foreign and Domestic 

Missions.  

 The Committee appointed on Bro. Gartrell’s case, reported that he manifested no 

disposition at first to enter into the affray; but after having been drawn into the dispute; 

he became very angry even to apparent violence; that he is at this time on friendly terms 

with the other party; and that he professes repentance. The report was received and on 

motion, it was resolved, that Brother Gartrell be forgiven. 

 Resolved that the Monthly Concert of Prayer be hereafter held on the first 

Sabbath evening in each month, instead of the first Monday evening. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, June 12, 1847 
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 After the usual religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. 

 Received information from the 2nd Baptist Church of Richmond that they had 

admitted Brother and Sister Reynolds into fellowship with them. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, July 10, 1847 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in conference, the pastor in the 

chair. 

 Received by letter, bro. John B. Hering from the Baptist church at Cherry Creek, 

Mississippi. Granted letters of dismission to brethren R. T. Asbury, H. S. Bunn, J. C. 

Gunn, H. M. Holtzclaw, G. T. Wilburn, and B. S. Walker. 

 The church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams C. pro tem 

P. S. Information received that Bro. J. T. Dickenson had joined  

the Church at Albany, Baker Co. Ga.    J. F. D. Clerk 

 

 Henry M. Holtzclaw graduated from Mercer University in 1849. He was 

professor at the Georgia Female College, Madison, Georgia from 1848-1853; President 

of Houston Female College, Perry, Georgia from 1854 to 1860; and practiced law in 

Perry from 1865 until his death in 1892,  

 G. T. Wilburn graduated from Mercer University in 1847. He moved to Texas 

where he was a Physician, Minister, and Teacher. 

 

    Penfield, August 7, 1847 

 After the usual religious exercises, the church met in conference, the Pastor in the 

chair. Read the Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant, and the Rules of Decorum 

 Received Brother Durham as a correspondent from Baird’s Church. 

 Upon a letter of dismission from Beaverdam Church, Wilkes Co. Sister Sarah A. 

L. Callaway was admitted to membership with us. 

 The Committee appointed to confer with the Board of Trustees of the University 

in relation to the use of the Chapel for public worship reported that they had discharged 

the duty assigned them, and that the Board had passed the following resolution, viz 

 “Resolved, that the Faculty in carrying out the requisition to provide for the public 

worship of the students be authorized to invite the co-operation of the Church in 

Penfield.” 

 Appointed correspondents to Antioch, Shiloh & Bairds. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother G. W. Wyatt.  

 The Pastor having laid before the Church a case of difficulty between two of our 

deacons, it was 

 Resolved, that the Church has learned with deep pain of the existence of an 

unchristian state of intercourse and feeling, between Brethren Greene and Northen and 

that the Church most affectionately but most decidedly urge those Brethren in the spirit of 

Christ to become reconciled together. 

 The Church then adjourned. 
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     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, August 25, 1847 

 The Church met at the call of the Pastor for the purpose of receiving candidates 

for baptism. William H. Clark, Wm Bunn, George C. Davis, Gibson Cornwell, and Mrs. 

Frances A. Morgan related their Christian experiences which were unanimously 

approved. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 William H. Clarke graduated from Mercer University in 1850. He went to Africa 

as a Missionary from the Bethel Association under the Southern Baptist Mission Board.  

He was born in 1830 in Eatonton, Putnam County, Georgia and died in 1871. He is 

buried in the Bethel Cemetery, Baker County, Georgia. 

 William Bunn graduated from Mercer University in 1851. He graduated from the 

Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1853. He died in 1861 and is 

buried in the Evergreen Cemetery, Houston County, Georgia. 

 Gibson Hill Cornwell was born November 28, 1828 and died December 30, 1856. 

He is buried in the White Family Cemetery, Jones County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, August 28, 1847 

The Church met for the purpose of receiving candidates for baptism. William L. 

Ellis, Thomas Morgan & Mrs. Amelia Lansdell related their Christian experience which 

were unanimously approved. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

  

Amelia Wilkins Lansdell was the wife of Alfred Marion Lansdell. All of their 

children were born in Greene County, Georgia but they both died in 1880 and are buried 

in the Myrtle Hill Cemetery, Rome, Georgia. 

 

 On Sabbath morning, August 29, 1847, the ordinance of baptism was 

administered, and the right hand of fellowship given to Sisters Morgan & Lansdell and to 

Brethren W.H. Clark, Wm. Bunn, G. C. Davis, G. Cornwell and Thos Morgan. Two 

colored women, Dinah, (belonging to Mrs. Kellum) and Leannah (belonging to Bro. 

Greene) related their Christian experiences, were baptized and received the right hand of 

fellowship. 

     J. F. Dagg, C. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, September 11, 1847  

 After singing, reading the scriptures & prayer, the Church met in conference. The 

Pastor being absent, Brother Crawford was called to the chair. 

 Elected, by ballot, Brethren Sanders & Crawford delegates to the Association, and 

in case of the failure of either Brother Baker. 

 Appointed the Deacons a Committee to make the usual collection for funds to 

send up to the Association. 

 Instructed the Clerk to write the annual letter. 



 77 

 At the request of Brother W. M. Matthews, he was received under the watch care 

of the Church. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg Ch. Clerk  

 

    Penfield Sept. 29, 1847 

 At a called conference of the church the door was opened for the reception of 

members whereupon Miss Susannah Kellam, W. J. H. Carleton & Albert T. Spaulding 

were received for baptism. 

 The letter to the Association prepared by the clerk was read and adopted. 

 The conference then adjourned. 

     W. D. Atkinson  

      Clerk pro tem 

 

 Albert T. Spalding graduated from Mercer University in 1851. He pastored 

churches in Madison, Georgia; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Selma, Alabama; Mobile, 

Alabama; Louisville, Kentucky; and Second Baptist, Atlanta, Georgia. He was a trustee 

of Mercer University 1875-1881. He was the author of “The Little Gate, An Allegory”. 

 

 On Sabbath morning, Oct. 3, 1847, the ordinance of baptism was administered, 

and the right hand of fellowship given to Sister Susanna Kellam and to Brethren William 

L. Ellis, W. J. H. Carleton & Albert T. Spaulding, Two colored women  [blank]                           

related their Christian experiences, were baptized and received the right hand of 

fellowship. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 9, 1847 

 The Church met in Conference. The pastor being absent, bro. S. G. Hillyer was 

requested to open the Conference with the usual religious exercises and preside as 

Moderator. Bro. J. F. Dagg resigned the office of Clerk, and bro. H. Williams was 

appointed to act as Clerk in future. The Treasurer was instructed to procure a suitable 

cloth for the protection of the Communion table. The Deacons were instructed to 

ascertain as nearly as possible, the contingent expenses of the Church & report at the next 

conference. Resolved, that at our next conference the roll be called and each member say 

what he will give for the support of our pastor. Received information, that Bro. R. T. 

Asbury had been received into the fellowship of the Church at Bethesda and bro. Henry 

D. Jackson, the Church in Athens. Several letters were read before the church in 

reference to the restoration of Mr. G. W. Ashburn, formerly excommunicated from this 

church; and the Pastor together with bro. Dagg was instructed to correspond with the 

writers of those letters in regard to the matter. Granted a letter of dismission to bro. John 

F. Dagg. Heard the report of the treasurer. Appointed correspondents to Shiloh, Bairds, 

and Greensboro. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 15th 1847 
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 The Church met in Conference, the pastor presiding. Received correspondence 

from the Church at Bairds. Read the Articles of faith, Church covenant and Rules of 

decorum. The case of the application for restoration of G. W. Ashburn, was postponed 

until next conference. The Deacons reported the amount of the contingent expenses of the 

Church during the present year to be $59.69 ¼ , to pay which amount, a subscription of 

$60.25 was taken up. The Deacons were instructed to rent a room, or build a house, 

(provided it cost not over $150.00) as they may think best, for the accommodation of 

Sister Mary Phips. A subscription amounting to $71.50 was taken up to remunerate our 

pastor. At the request of bro. David A. Newsom, a committee, consisting of brethren 

Northen and Williams, was appointed to investigate certain reports against his Christian 

character. It was reported to the Church, That the unpleasant state of feeling between 

brethren Northen and Greene, mentioned in the minutes of August 7th, was resolved some 

day previous to our September Conference.  

 Granted a letter of dismission to bro. Robert R. Beck. 

 The Conference then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Nov 17, 1847 

The Pastor presented for the consideration of the Church the cases of brethren 

Thomas Faulkner & Thomas B. Cooper, who have been in the habit of exercising 

occasionally an exhortation and prayer, whereupon it was resolved, that these brethren be 

requested to unite with the pastor in conducting our weekly prayer meetings from time to 

time, as circumstances may seem to justify. 

     H. Williams C. Clk. 

 

     Penfield, Jan. 8 Dec. 11, ‘47 

 The Church met in conference, the pastor presiding. The Clerk being absent, bro. 

B. Brantly, was requested to act pro tem. A door was opened for the reception of 

members, when Elder S. G. Hillyer presented a letter of dismission from the Church at 

Madison, and was received; the pastor extending the right hand of fellowship. Bro. W. B. 

Gallman, of Palestine, Mi. was received under the watch care of the church. 

The application of G. W. Ashburn for restoration was taken up. It was resolved 

that the case be continued, and that the Pastor & Clerk pro tem be a committee to write to 

him, and furnish him with a sketch of the proceedings of this church at the time of his 

exclusion, to the end that he may lay them before the church with which he desires to 

unite, if the church should consent to receive him. 

 The committee appointed in relation to the alleged misconduct of Bro. D. A. 

Newsom, reported that the statements were somewhat contradictory; but that other acts of 

disorder were clearly ascertained; whereupon, bro. Greene was appointed to cite him to 

next conference. 

 On motion Resolved, That the matter of the pastor serving the Church at Griffin, 

be left to him. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

    B. Brantly, C. Clk pro tem 
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 Shaler Granby Hillyer was elected to the Mercer University Board of Trustees 

and was on the first board where he served until 1847. He served as Professor of Belles-

Lettres at Mercer University from 1847 to 1856. In 1856 he became pastor of the Rome 

First Church and returned to the college in 1859 as Chaplain and Professor of Theology. 

Later he served as pastor at Washington, and at Forsyth, and was for some years, 

President and Professor of Monroe Female College. In 1846 he was married (a second 

marriage) to Elizabeth T. Dagg, daughter of Mercer University President John Leadley 

Dagg.  Shaler Granby Hillyer was born June 20, 1809 in Wilkes County, Georgia and 

died February 19, 1900 in Atlanta, Georgia. He is buried at the Forsyth City Cemetery, 

Monroe County, Georgia. 

 Rev. William Brooks Gallman was born October 25, 1824 and died September 25, 

1870. He is buried in the Damascus Cemetery, Hazlehurst, Copiah County, Mississippi. 

 

Penfield, Jan. 8, 1848 

 The church met in Conference, Bro. Hillyer, at the request of the pastor, presiding 

as Moderator. Brethren T. J. Earl and W. W. Gwin, were received under the watch care of 

the church. The pastor reported that the committee appointed to furnish G. W. Ashburn 

with a sketch of the proceedings of this church at the time of his exclusion, had 

discharged that duty. The case of bro. D. A. Newsom was then taken up, and after some 

consideration, was postponed till next conference. Granted letters of dismission to 

brethren Wm Cooper and D. M. Durret, also to brother R. S. Callaway, and his wife sister 

Sarah L. Callaway. Church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk. 

 Rev. Thomas John Earle was born December 23, 1824 in South Carolina. He died 

August 6, 1889 and is buried in the First Baptist Church of Gowensville Cemetery, 

Greenville County, South Carolina.  

He was a Theological graduate in the class of 1851 with the degree of Bachelor 

of Divinity from Mercer University and pastored churches in South Carolina.  

W. W. Gwin is shown in the Mercer at Penfield 1833-1871 Centennial 

Celebration as an 1850 graduate of Mercer University who boarded in the house of 

Shayler Granby Hillyer while a student. 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 12, 1848 

 The church met in conference, the Pastor presiding. Received correspondents 

from Greensboro and Bairds. The door of the church was opened for the reception of 

members, when brother Philologus Loud, deacon, and his wife sister Sarah Loud, bro. 

George Y. Browne and his wife Sister Mary F. Browne, from the church at Evergreen, 

Ala., Sister Catherine Freeman from the church in Athens, Ga., bro. Francis Shropshire 

from Cave Spring Church, Ga. and bro. J. M. Stilwell, a licensed minister, from 

Savannah Church, N. C., all presented letters of dismission from their respective 

Churches and were received as members of this church. Brethren George R. McCall & 

William Davis were received under the watch care of the Church. 

 The case of bro. David A. Newsom was then taken up and after some 

investigation, there remaining difficulty on the minds of some, a committee consisting of 

brethren Williams, Atkinson, & Howell was appointed to examine further into the case. 
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Appointed correspondents to Shiloh, Bairds & Greensboro. Granted a letter of dismission 

to bro. Gibson H. Cornwell.  The Church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk. 

 

 Philologus Hawkins Loud was born July 5, 1800 and died January 24, 1888. He 

and his wife, Sarah Dagg Loud, are buried in the Oakview Cemetery, Albany, Dougherty 

County, Georgia. He was Professor of Natural Science, Madison, Morgan County, 

Georgia, Georgia Female College, 1851-1852. 

 George Y. Browne was President and Professor of Mental and Moral Science, 

Madison, Morgan County, Georgia, Georgia Female College, 1851-1852. The 1860 

census for Morgan County lists him as age 48, President of Female College. He was born 

March 27, 1812 in Pennsylvania and died October 28, 1878. He is buried at Madison 

Historic Cemeteries, Morgan County, Georgia. 

 Rev. Jacob M. Stillwell was born August 22, 1820 near Webster, Jackson County, 

North Carolina. He died September 27, 1877 and is buried in the Stone Mountain 

Cemetery, DeKalb County, Georgia. He entered Mercer University in 1846 and was a 

student there for three years. 

Francis Callaway Shropshire graduated from Mercer University in 1851. He 

lived in Rome, Georgia. He died November 28, 1862 at Cumberland Gap, Tennessee 

while serving in Company D, 65th Georgia Regiment, Confederate Army. He died of 

Typhoid Fever. He was born May 28, 1829 in Oglethorpe County, Georgia. He is buried 

in the Myrtle Hill Cemetery, Rome, Floyd County, Georgia. He was married to Mary A. 

Wright October 5, 1852 in Bartow County, Georgia. She was the daughter of Augustus R. 

Wright. 

George Robert McCall was born February 7, 1829 in Screven County, Georgia. 

He died October 6, 1895. He was a Mercer University Trustee 1875-1893. He graduated 

from Mercer University in 1853. He pastored churches in Richland (Twiggs County), 

Hawkinsville, Griffin, Wadley and Louisville.  

. 

 

    Penfield, March 11, 1848 

 The church met in conference, the Pastor presiding. The committee appointed in 

the case of bro. David A. Newsom made a report, whereupon, the following resolution 

was passed: 

 Resolved, That the church is satisfied that there is proof that bro. D. A. Newsom 

has been guilty of falsehood, and of playing and betting at cards. In view of these 

charges, on motion, bro. Newsom was excommunicated. Bro. D. H. Sanders reported to 

the church, that he had gotten into a difficulty with an individual; and from the statements 

of several brethren who were present at the time the difficulty occurred and the frank 

confessions of bro. Sanders, it was resolved that the pastor give such admonitions as the 

nature of the case seem to require. Granted letters of dismission to bro. Reuben Edmonds 

and his wife, sister M. Edmonds. Church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, April 8, 1848 
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 The church met in conference after the usual religious exercises, the pastor 

presiding. A door was opened for the reception of members when bro. Henry H. Tucker 

presented a letter from the Church at Forsyth, Ga. – brother Wm. N. Morgan and his 

wife, sister Temperance Morgan, from the Church in Greensboro, Ga., and were received 

into this church, the right hand of fellowship given by the pastor. Bro. D. M. Durret 

returned the letter which had been previously granted him. Mr. James Mathews related an 

experience, which was satisfactory to the Church, and was unanimously received into its 

fellowship. 

 It was moved and seconded, that in the opinion of this church, brother T. B. 

Cooper should devote himself to the work of the ministry, and avail himself of the 

opportunities which providence may afford of preparing himself for this work. In view of 

the importance of the subject, the motion was laid on the table for one month, for the 

consideration of the brethren. The College Faculty were requested to provide for the 

services of the monthly concerts for prayer. Instructed the treasurer to purchase a new 

hymn book for the use of the Church. It was agreed that the Sacrament be administered, 

and conferences be held by the colored members of the church at their house of worship, 

under the superintendence of the pastor. The Church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams C Clk 

 

 Henry Holcombe Tucker was born March 10, 1819 near Camak, Warren County, 

Georgia. He spent his childhood and youth in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was 

professor of Belles Lettres, Mercer University, 1856-1862 and President of Mercer 

University 1866-1871. It was during his term as president that Mercer University moved 

from Penfield to Macon, Georgia. He also served as Editor of the Christian Index 1878-

1889. He died September 9, 1889, Athens, Clarke County, Georgia and is buried in the 

Westview Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield May 13, 1848 

 The Church met in Conference after the usual religious exercises, the Pastor 

presiding. Received correspondence from The Church at Shiloh. A door being open for 

the reception of members Sister Mary Ann W. Randle presented a letter of dismission 

from the church at Social Circle, Ga. and was received as a member of this church, the 

moderator giving her the right hand of fellowship. The motion postponed from last 

conference with reference to the licensing of brother Thomas B. Cooper, was taken up, 

and passed unanimously. Received information that bro. R. S. Callaway and wife have 

united with the church at Bethesda. The building committee reported that there were 

$42.51 ¼ remaining unpaid, for the building of the church for the worship of the colored 

people. On motion, subscriptions, to pay this sum were taken up, amounting to $23.75. 

Brethren T. B. Cooper, J. J. Wallace, U. M. Mathews, and the Clerk, were appointed a 

committee to collect this amount, and obtain further subscriptions. It being certified in the 

letter of dismission presented to this church by brother P. Loud, that he had acted as a 

Deacon formerly, it was agreed unanimously that he be recognized as such amongst us. 

The church then adjourned. 

     H. Williams, C. Clk 
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 Uel Martin Mathews was born January 16, 1817 in Oglethorpe County, Georgia 

and died November 11, 1861. He is buried in the Franklin City Cemetery, Heard County, 

Georgia. He married Martha Elizabeth Chandler August 2, 1838 in Oglethorpe County. 

He is listed in the 1860 Heard County, Georgia census as a Baptist Clergyman. 

 

    Penfield, May 14, 1848 

 The Church met in conference at the new building in Penfield for the purpose of 

organizing a branch of the church for the benefit of the colored people, bro. B. M. 

Sanders presiding as Moderator. The following members presented letters, and were 

received into the fellowship of the church: Peter, a male servant belonging to Rev. S. G. 

Hillyer, dismissed from the Church in Milledgeville; Lucy, a female servant, belonging to 

Thomas West, dismissed from the Church at Bethesda, Peter, a male servant, belonging 

to J. E. Jackson also dismissed from Bethesda. The conference after communion 

adjourned. 

     Samuel Green, C. Clk. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, June 4th 1848 

 A conference was called for the purpose of receiving members- bro. Davant 

presiding as moderator. Bro. W. H. Davis was appointed Clerk pro tem. Richard, a 

servant man, belonging to Mrs. Hubbard, and Jane, a servant woman belonging to Mrs. 

Linton, were received upon the relation of satisfactory experiences. 

     W. H. Davis, C. Clk. pro tem 

 

     Penfield, Ga. June 10th 1848 

 The Church met in conference after the usual religious exercises, the pastor 

presiding. The clerk being absent, bro. A. E. Marshall was appointed clerk pro tem. It 

was moved and carried, that the proceedings of the colored portion of the Church at 

Penfield be reported monthly to the Church’s Clerk, for the purpose of being recorded. 

Bro. Wm. Morgan was appointed Clerk for the colored members, to report their 

proceedings to the regular clerk. The chairman of the committee to collect money to 

finish paying for the building of the house for the use of the colored members, reported. 

The report was received, and the committee continued. Appointed tomorrow evening, 4 

o’clock to attend to the baptism of the two colored members received on the 4th inst. –

Granted a letter of dismission to bro. R. J. Massy. The Church then adjourned. 

     A. E. Marshall, Clk p. t. 

 

    Penfield, July 25th 1848 

 The Colored Church met in conference. The pastor being absent brother Everett 

was requested to act as moderator. 

 A door was opened for the reception of members whereupon, Viney, a female 

servant belonging to Mr. T. West, presented a letter of dismission from the church at 

Bethesda and was received as a regular member of this church. 

 The conference then adjourned. 

     W. Morgan, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, July 8th 1848 
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 After the usual religious exercises the church met in conference, the pastor 

presiding. Brother H. Williams having stated that he expected to leave Penfield in a few 

days resigned his office as clerk of the church. Brother T. Cooper was appointed to fill 

his place. The committee on collections for the colored Church reported the duty assigned 

them as accomplished and were discharged. 

 Brethren Williams, Atkinson and Burney applied for letters of dismission which 

were granted. 

 The Church then adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 12th 1848 

 The church met at the usual hour for conference. The Pastor, Bro. B. M. Sanders, 

was absent. Many of the brethren were also absent, on account of a very interesting 

meeting going on at Shiloh. Bro. A. E. Marshall was requested to conduct the preliminary 

religious exercises; after which he was again requested to act as clerk pro tem and Bro. 

Davant as moderator. There being no business necessary to be transacted, Bro. Loud 

moved “That the regular meeting be postponed, and that the communion be deferred till 

the next regular meeting.” Both of these resolutions being unanimously carried the 

church adjourned.  

     A. E. Marshall Clk pro tem 

  

    Penfield, August 26th 1848 

 It being about the close of the meeting, continued here after the protracted 

meeting at Shiloh and supposed by the church that some might wish to become members 

of its body a conference was called for that purpose though not the usual time, and the 

door of the church open and Brother Sanders the Pastor presided. Mr. R. J. Herring 

presented himself as a candidate for admission; and after a statement of his Christian 

experience was received as a regular member. In consequence of the unfitness of the 

pool, baptism was postponed till the second Sabbath in September. 

 The church then adjourned. 

     Thos. B. Cooper, Clk 

 

    Penfield, Sep. 4th 1848 

 The African church met in conference. Brother U. Matthews was requested to 

preside in place of the absent Pastor. The door of the church was opened and the 

following individuals presented letters of dismission from other churches and were 

received as regular members. Brother Abram, a servant of Mrs. Cox, and sister Milley, a 

maid servant of T. J. West presented letters from Baird’s Church and sister Cheney, a 

maid servant of Prof. Sanford a letter from Greensboro. The church then adjourned. 

     W. Morgan Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Sep 9th 1848 

 The church held its regular conference today after preliminary religious exercises 

by Brother Hillyer. In the absence of the Pastor, Brother Hillyer was requested to act as 

moderator. Visiting brethren were invited to participate in the exercises. The door of the 

church was then opened and the following individuals presented themselves and were 
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received as regular members. Brother William H. Davis (Licensed Minister) by letter. 

Brantly Z. Gaulden, Phillip Davant & Robert Davant by experience. A letter of 

dismission was granted to Brother Richard H. Stevens. The 10th of Sep was appointed for 

the baptism of the candidates and for communion. The church then adjourned. 

[Sep 10th The above named individuals were baptized today and the right hand of 

fellowship given by the Church.] 

     T. B. Cooper, Clk 

 William Hudson Davis was an 1853 graduate of Mercer University. He served on 

the board of trustees from 1877 until his death September 18, 1879 at his residence in 

Hephzibah. He was a leader in the Hephzibah Association. He was married to Sarah A. 

Kilpatrick in 1854; daughter of J. H. T. Kilpatrick. He was born August 18, 1826 in 

Jasper County, Georgia.  

 Philip E. Davant graduated from Mercer University in 1853. He served in the 24th 

Georgia Regiment and later the 38th Georgia Regiment in the Civil War. He was 

President of Levert Female College in Talbotton, Georgia. Philip Edwin Davant was 

born March 22, 1834 and died October 9, 1906. He is buried at the Butler Memorial 

Cemetery, Taylor County, Georgia. 

 Robert Page Davant graduated from Mercer University in 1856. He was born and 

reared in Greene County, Georgia. He was ordained at Mountain Home Baptist Church 

in Arkansas. He pastored churches in Arkansas and Texas. He served as a 2nd Lt. with 

Company D, 34th Alabama Regiment during the Civil War. He was born April 23, 1836 

and died September 12, 1919. He is buried at the North Belton Cemetery, Bell County, 

Texas.  

    Penfield Sep 23rd 1848 

 A conference was called today for the purpose of making the necessary 

arrangements for the Association. The Pastor presided. The door of the church was 

opened according to the usual custom, but no one joined either by letter or experience. 

Brethren B. M. Sanders and S. G. Hillyer were appointed delegates to the association, 

and brethren J. L. Dagg & N. M. Crawford their alternates. The clerk was requested by 

motion to write the associational letter. A motion being past that provision be made for 

the collection of funds for missionary purposes. Bro. Sanders, the pastor, had requested to 

receive such appropriations as might be made for that purpose. On motion, the next 

regular conference was appointed on Saturday before the first Sabbath in Oct., instead of 

the second, at which time the association is to take place. 

 The minutes were then read and the church adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. Clk. 

 

    Penfield Sept 30th 1848 

 The conference being opened after the usual religious exercises by the pastor, 

visiting brethren were invited to seats with us. The door of the church being opened Miss 

Jane Dagg & Miss G. Trammel were unanimously received as members after the 

relations of their Christian experiences. The letter prepared for the association was read 

and adopted. Whereas the number of white members reported last year was 97 and 

whereas the number then was only 99 although 8 had been added since the former report 

it was moved that the roll be called in order that it might be known whether or not the 
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names of all of the members were recorded. As none were found neglected it was moved 

that the number of the roll (99) be regarded as the true number.  

Brother Lansdell was requested to procure the names of the colored members. 

The treasurer reported that the funds given into his hands were exhausted, and that it 

would be necessary in order to meet the demands of the church that other funds should be 

appropriated. Whereupon it was moved that a collection for that purpose be taken up. In 

consequence of the lateness of the hour, however, this motion was postponed till next 

conference. Two dollars was voted to pay for the printing of the minutes of the 

association. Brother Richards having requested the church to pay all expenses necessary 

for the support of Sister Mary Phipps the deacons were authorized to inform him that his 

request was considered just by the church and would be granted. Bro. McLoud of 

Newnan, Coweta County was received under the watch care of the church. The time for 

baptism was appointed tomorrow (Oct 1st) at 4 o’clock. //Oct. 22nd  In consequence of 

rain the baptism which was to have taken place on the first was postponed till today when 

the young ladies above named were baptized and received the right hand of fellowship. 

     T. Cooper Clk 

 

 Mary Jane “M. Jeanie” Dagg was born November 26, 1832 and died January 31, 

1901. She is buried at the Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. She was 

the daughter of John Leadley Dagg, Mercer University President, 1844-1854. She 

married Rollin Daniel Mallary, son of Charles Dutton Mallary. She was a published 

writer and artist. Her husband, an 1851 graduate of Mercer University, served as 

President of Southwestern Baptist College in Cuthbert, Georgia; Shorter College in 

Rome, Georgia; and Shelby Female College in Shelby, North Carolina. 

 

    Penfield November 11th 1848 

 

 Brother Crawford was requested to act as moderator of the conference in the 

absence of the pastor who was unable to be present on account of sickness. After reading 

and prayer visiting brethren were invited to seats and the door of the Church was opened. 

No one wishing to join, the minutes were read and matters of reference and promiscuous 

business taken up in order: The treasurer not having ascertained what amount of funds 

would be necessary to meet the expenses of the church, the taking of the collection was 

postponed till next conference that he might make a full report. 

 The deacons were requested to give in their report with reference to the 

arrangements made for sister Mary Phipps. They stated that Brother Richards was willing 

to take her into his family and provide all things necessary for her at $8 per month. That 

they had made no contact with him upon those terms and wished further information 

from the church. It was moved that the deacons, from knowing the circumstances of the 

case, be still allowed to exercise their own judgment in the disposal of it. That, if they 

should decide to contract with Bro. R. at $8, or if they should judge it to be expedient to 

obtain board at a more moderate expense, the church would abide by their decision and 

hold themselves responsible for the contract. They, however being unwilling to take the 

matter into their own hands, the motion was lost and the further consideration of the 

subject postponed till next conference. 
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 It was moved that all the expenses which the deacons had or might find it 

necessary to incur for repairing and keeping in good order the Baptistry be considered as 

a part of the expenses of the church. 

 Bro. Powel being about to take his final departure from the village and from under 

the guardianship of the church requested a written testimonial of his Christian deportment 

during his temporary residence with us. All approving the justness of his request and 

being pleased with his orderly walk and pious example, it was moved that the pastor be 

solicited to give him such a testimonial. 

 Received information that Bro. Edmonds and his wife had joined the church at 

Shiloh. The conference then adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 9th 1848 

 The Pastor was present and conducted the religious exercises. After conference 

was opened the usual invitation to seats was given to visiting brethren. The door of the 

church was opened but no members rec’d. Notice was given through the minutes of the 

col’ ch. that brethren Peter Jackson & Peter Hillyer col. members had been elected by 

them as deacons. The election was approved of and the Pastor was requested to attend to 

their ordination. The treasurer then submitted his report making the expenses of the 

church for 1848 $49.67 ½ cts. It was moved that a collection be taken up both for the 

payment of all arrearages and for the anticipated expenses of 1849 which as ascertained 

would be about $90. $44.25 cts was immediately subscribed. The treasurer was requested 

to see absent members and obtain if possible other subscriptions from them. The subject 

relating to the case of sister Mary Phipps was then discussed and the views of several 

prominent members freely expressed in regard to it. From the considerations that were 

expressed it was thought that $8 per month would be more than necessary to obtain for 

our sister P. a comfortable situation and consequently more than the church felt under 

obligations to appropriate to her use. They then decided by motion to pay the $8 per 

month for the time past commencing at the 10th of August and for the remainder of this 

year, and only $5 per month after that time. 

 Several members pledged themselves for the expenses of this year’s boarding and 

it was postponed till next meeting to provide for those of the next. 

 Finally Brother Thomas Faulkner was then requested to state to the church 

whether his views and intentions were still settled or not in relation the study and labors 

of the ministry. Stating that he then as formerly felt it his duty to preach, it was 

unanimously moved and carried “That in the opinion of the church he ought to devote 

himself to the ministry, and avail himself of the opportunities which Providence may 

afford to prepare himself for this work.” The church then adjourned. T. B. Cooper, Clk.  

 

    African Ch’ Oct. 8th 1848 

 Bro. Martin acted as moderator in conference. Sister Matilda, a maid servant of J. 

M. Porter’s was received into the church by letter. After some remarks by the moderator, 

colored brethren Peter Jackson & Peter Hillyer were elected deacons. The church then 

adjourned. W. Morgan, Clk. 

 

    African Church, Nov. 8th 1848 
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 Bro. Howell was appointed moderator but the conference immediately adjourned 

having no business. W. Morgan, Clk 

 

    African Church Jan 7th 1849 

 In con’ Bro. Howell presided. After the opening of the door of the church Sister 

Eve a maid ser’of Bro. Hillyer was received by letter to membership. 

 Bro. P. Jackson preferred the charge of dancing against sister F. West and 

submitted it as a matter worthy of the notice and action of the church. Brethren Abram 

Cox & J. Hubbard were appointed a committee to demand the appearance of the accused 

at the next conference. $3.38 cts was collected for purchasing candles for the use of the 

church. The conference then adjourned. W. Morgan, Clk. 

 

    Penfield Jan. 13th 1849 

 The church met in conference and Bro. B. M. Sanders acted as Mod. Bro. N. M. 

Crawford as Clk pro tem. 

 On motion Resolved that the church will attempt to raise [blank] for the support 

of Pastor during the past year. 

 The matter postponed till next meeting. 

 The Treasurer made reports as follows: 

 Am’t of Subscription for support of Sister Mary Phipps in account with Bro 

Richards,                                                                                              $37.33 1/3 

 Cr By Pork furnished the family            $16.39 

          Paid him in cash                                 5.00 

 Bro. Sanford sub’ to be settled with Br. R. 8.00 

 Bro. Lansdells sub’                                     4.00 

                                                                                                              33.39 

                                                                                                                3.94 1/3  

 Approved by the church 

Am’t of subscription for church fund for 1848                                      $50.25 

   Church expenses for 1848                                    49.67 ½ 

                                                                                                                      .57 ½ 

 Collected and paid out for 1848       $26.50 

   Subscription                50.25 

                Yet to collect            23.75 

Sub’s for 1848 yet due 

  W. H. Fluker $1.00, B. B. Hubbard $1.50, W. Bunn $2.00 

 Approved 

Read and approved the minutes of Col’ Conference & ordered to be copied. Adj. 

     N. M. Crawford, Clk pro tem. 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 4th 1849 

 The colored church met in conference and bro. Howel presided. The door of the 

church was opened and sister Ausrka a female servant of Bro. B. M. Sanders presented a 

letter from Greensboro Church and was received. After an examination of the case of 

sister Fereby it was found that her crime was “having used opprobrious language”. She 

was called to make explanations to the church but replied that she had none to make. 
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Supposing from her conduct that she designed not to be submissive to God and the 

church she was unanimously excluded from fellowship. A collection was then taken up 

for purchasing a table for the use of the church. Adjourned. W. Morgan, Clk 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 10th 1849 

 The church met in conference. Brother S. G. Hillyer was appointed moderator in 

place of the Pastor who was absent on account of sickness. Visiting brethren were invited 

to seats and the door of the church was opened. A letter of dismission from McDonough 

Church, Henry Co., was presented by bro’ A. E. Cloud and he was received into the 

fellowship of the church. 

 The motion to take up a collection for the services of the Pastor during the year 

1848 just past, was attended to, and $83.00 subscribed.   Brother J. S. Baker expecting to 

leave us in a few days and take up his residence in Atlanta requested letters of dismission 

for himself and sister Baker, which were granted to him. Letters of dismission through 

bro. J. Wallace were granted to brethren J. & S. Richards. The blessing of God was then 

invoked and the conference dismissed. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. Clk. 

 

 Rev. Aaron Ezekiel Cloud was born May 8, 1828 in Henry County, Georgia. He 

served as pastor of the First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, Georgia for thirty years. He was 

also a member of the General Assembly of Georgia. He was an 1852 graduate of Mercer 

University. 

 

    Penfield, Ga. March 10th 1849 

 Conference was opened at the usual time and brother N. M. Crawford was 

requested to act as moderator in the absence of the Pastor. The door of the church was 

opened for the reception of members, when brethren L. R. Lemmings & Sherod D. 

Everett presented letters of dismission from the churches at Newville, Va and The 

Academy Jackson Co., Ga. and were unanimously received into the full fellowship of this 

church. Brethren J. T. Bowdoin, J. K. Clark, Lipford and [blank] White were taken under 

the watch care of the church. 

 As there was no matter of reference the Deacons presented for the consideration 

of the church the following reported charges against the individuals specified viz. A 

charge against bro. John O. Gartrell of betting losing or winning the sum of one hundred 

dollars (more or less) on the last presidential election. 

Charges against bro. B. Z. Gaulden of alarming the family of the overseer of bro. 

Greene’s plantation by shooting a pistol towards or over the house, and threatening and 

swearing to kill them, and of other unchristian like conduct in Greensboro. 

 Charges against bro. N. K. Davis of fighting. 

 On motion, 1stly, the Clerk was directed to inform these brethren of the charges 

reported against them and cite them either to be present at the next conference or to write 

and make explanations and acknowledgements, if necessary, in answer to the same. 

 Moved 2ndly That the Deacons use their endeavors to ascertain as many of the facts 

in these cases as they may be able to do before the next conference and submit them 

accordingly. 

 The benediction was then pronounced the conference adjourned. 
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     T. B. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield, April 7th 1849 

 

Conference was opened immediately after singing and prayer by the Pastor. The 

usual invitation was given to visiting brethren to participate in the exercises. The door of 

the church was opened, but no one presented himself for admission.  

 The cases of brethren Gartrell, Gaulden and Davis were then taken up in order for 

consideration. 1st  No information being given by brother Gartrell to the church, he was, 

in consequence of his misdemeanor and spirit of indifference unanimously excluded. 2nd 

As it was probable that brother Gaulden had not received the letter which was written to 

him in consequence of his having left home at the time it was written, his case was 

postponed that he might be written to again. 

Brother Davis having made satisfactory acknowledgements was, by the church, 

forgiven. He then stated that he was apprehensive of the reality of his Christian 

experience; and fearing lest he might in some way or other injure the cause of Christ by 

remaining in the Church, desired his name to be erased from the catalogue of its 

members. As the request was one of serious importance it was decided to postpone the 

consideration of it till next conference. 

 A letter of dismission was granted Bro. J. B. Herring by the request of bro. 

Gaulman. 

 No further business. The conference adj. 

     T. B. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield, May 12th 1849 

 Conference was opened after religious exercises by Bro. B. M. Sanders. Several 

brethren were present as correspondents from Baird’s Church and were affectionately 

invited to seats and to participate in the deliberations of the meeting. The door of the 

church was opened. The Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant & Rules of Decorum 

were read. The postponed cases of last conference were again taken up. A letter from 

Bro. Gaulden was read by the Clerk, in which he denied the charges alleged against him. 

The church not being entirely satisfied as to the varied and contradictory evidence on 

both sides, on motion postponed the case that the Deacons might if possible make further 

investigations. As the importance of the case of Bro. Davis forbid its being passed over in 

haste it was again deferred.  

Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. R. J. Herring, and Sister Louisa 

Trammel. Appointed correspondents to Baird’s. Bro. Cloud was appointed to cite Bro. 

Durret to attend next conference and render us an excuse for being absent two meetings. 

An account of Bro. Richards against Sister Mary Phipps of $32.00, (for four month’s 

board ending May 1st at $8 per month) was handed in for payment. Bro. Brantly paid 

$5.00 and Bro. Sanders subscribed $10.00 towards the amount. The church then 

adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield, June 9th 1849 
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 After a short discourse by the Pastor, the Church met in conference, visiting 

brethren were invited to take seats and aid the church in its deliberations. The door of the 

church was opened. References were then called from the minutes and attended to in 

order. The case of Bro. Gaulden was again postponed, that further information might be 

sought. 

Bro. Davis was excluded from the church for refusing to have any conference 

with its members in relation to his feelings and the course of conduct which he was 

pursuing. Bro Cloud stated that he had informed bro Durret of the action of the church 

towards him but for some unknown cause he was again not present. A committee 

consisting of brethren Cloud, Northen and Everett, was appointed, on motion, to make 

known to bro. D. his fault and cite him a second time to conference. The church resolved 

that they were, according to a resolution passed last December, due bro. Richards only 

five dollars per month of the above account as handed in by him. 

 On motion a committee consisting of Brethren Sanford, Davant, Davis and 

Cooper was appointed to report on a more convenient time for the meetings of the 

conference. No other business adj. 

     Thos B. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield, July 1st 1849 

 The African Church met in conference. Brother Everett, presiding. The door of 

the church was opened. Fereby, a servant girl of T. West, who was formerly excluded, 

expressed a desire to unite with the church again and after making satisfactory 

acknowledgements and exhibiting to the church signs of a sincere repentance for her 

misconduct, was restored to full fellowship. Sister Cheney a maid servant of Pro. 

Sanfords, applied for a letter of dismission which was not granted, in consequence of 

some misdemeanor or difficulty in which she was involved. A committee was appointed 

consisting of Brethren P. Jackson, A. Cox, G. D. Hubbard to investigate the matter and if 

possible adjust the difficulty. 

 No further business, the conference adj. 

     H. F. Lipford, clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, July 7th 1849 

 Conference met after religious exercises, the Pastor presiding. Bro. Dews was 

received under the watch care of the church. The case of Bro. Gaulden was dismissed, as 

the charges against him had not been satisfactorily sustained. The Clerk was instructed to 

write to him, informing him of the action of the Church and serving him with a copy of 

the resolution compelling members to take letters of dismission within six months of their 

departure from the village and nonattendance at the meetings of the church.  

 Bro. Durrett was excluded from the fellowship of the church for refusing to attend 

the conference, after being cited twice: once by an individual, and once by a committee 

appointed for that purpose; thus treating the church with contempt; and for expressing 

doubts, to the committee, as to his Christian experience and a desire to have his name 

taken from the roll. 

 The following report was then submitted and adopted. 

 “The committee, to whom was referred the subject of the most appropriate time of 

meeting in Conference, state, that they have had the matter under careful consideration, 
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and as the result of their deliberations have unanimously come to the following 

conclusions. 

1st They regard it as a matter of special importance to the interest of religion, that there 

should be a prompt and punctual attendance of all the members upon the conference of 

the church. 

2nd That owing to our peculiar situation as a church, being composed of members 

engaged in a great variety of avocations, our conferences should be as short as is 

consistent with the proper performance of the business of the church. 

We therefore propose firstly, that in future, our conferences shall be held precisely 

at 11 o’clock; and that every member of the church endeavor to be present promptly at 

the time. Our young brethren of the college, who belong to the societies, by this 

arrangement and by meeting somewhat earlier in their societies on conference days may 

be enabled to avoid those tardinesses which have been hitherto so frequent. 

We propose secondly, that immediately upon assembling, the meeting be opened 

with prayer or with singing and prayer, after which the church proceed at once to the 

regular business of the conferences, which being transacted, opportunity may be afforded 

for such religious exercises as the time or occasion may seem to require. All which is 

respectfully presented for the consideration of the church.  

    S. P. Sanford           

Jas Davant            
    Wm. H. Davis 

    Thos B. Cooper     committee”                   

It was moved that the 2nd bell be rung 10 minutes before 11 o’clock that all may be 

present at that hour. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of brethren Sanders, Davant, and Northen, was 

appointed to make a better distribution of the seats, in the Chapel, among the citizens 

who attend church.  

 A letter of dismission was granted to bro’ A. T. Spalding. Adjourned. 

 On Sabbath, July 15th, after preaching, a letter of dismission was voted to bro. 

Wm. A. Overton. 

    B. M. Sanders, Mod 

    T. B. Cooper Clk. 

 

 Professor George M. Dews was born January 18, 1830 in Savannah, Chatham 

County, Georgia and died August 15, 1891, Forsyth, Monroe County, Georgia. He is 

buried in the Linwood Cemetery, Columbus, Muscogee County, Georgia.  

 

    Aug. 5th 49. 

 The African branch met in conference this evening. Bro. Sanders acting as 

moderator. The case of Sister Cheney was considered. She was found unworthy of a 

place among the people of God and excluded. 

     T. H. Morgan Clk 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 11th 49 

 The church met – the Pastor presiding. Bro. Edmonds was present as a 

correspondent from Shiloh. Bro. Brantly, was requested to act as clerk pro tem the 
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regular clerk being absent. Bro. Sanders requested the subject of his resignation to be 

taken up. The church unwilling to receive his resignation without knowing the cause of 

his desire to resign kindly requested him to give his reasons. He addressed the church at 

some length stating that he was fearful of not being useful to them and that with these 

feelings he did not wish to continue with them longer. He was will to perform any labor 

that he thought could or would be of benefit to them but that his labors seemed to be 

altogether vain, and that he had no hope, seeing their present condition of being more 

useful hereafter. After these remarks, as only a few of the members were present, the 

subject was postponed till next conference. The account was handed in for the board of 

Sis. Phipps. The following amounts were subscribed. Brethren Loud & Browne $10, Bro. 

Brantly $5, Bro. Fluker $2. Total $17. 

 Letters of dismission granted to Bro. & Sister Howell. 

 Church adjourned. B. M. Sanders, Mod. B. Brantly, Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Sep 8th, 49 

 Bro. Sanders opened conference by singing and prayer. Opportunity was afforded 

for the reception of members, Bro. A. T. Spalding returned his letter. Bro. E. J. Greene 

presented a letter from the church at LaGrange and was received into fellowship. The 

consideration of Bro. Sanders resignation was again resumed. He stated again his reasons 

for wishing to give up his charge. A motion was then made that the church do not receive 

his resignation unless it be insisted upon by him. His reply was that he would not press 

the subject upon them at that time but give them further opportunity to consider it. As 

some dissatisfaction had been expressed in relation to the Report of the Committee as 

handed in on the 7th of August, in relation to the time and manner of holding conferences, 

it was moved that the committee who made that report be again appointed to make such 

alterations in it, or submit such other report as would meet those objections. And that 

they at the same time take into consideration the subject of the regular weekly prayer 

meetings and make such arrangements for the time of meeting and manner of conducting 

it as shall seem to them to be most effectual for bringing together the members of the 

church. 

 Moved that there be a called conference next Sabbath morning week immediately 

after preaching, to receive and act upon the report of the committee. 

 Elected the following Brethren as delegates to the association viz. 

B. M. Sanders & S. G. Hillyer, as alternates Brethren J. L. Dagg & N. M. Crawford. 

 The clerk was instructed to write the letter. 

 Bro. Sanders consented, on condition of being allowed to call in assistance to call 

upon the members and receive such subscriptions as they might be willing to give for the 

various benevolent objects contemplated by the association. 

 Appointed tomorrow 3 ½ o’clock for the baptism of Mary – colored member. 

 Received information that Brethren R. J. & J. B. Herring had been received into 

the churches at Raymond and Cherry Creek Ala. Letters of dismission were granted to 

Brethren B. Z. Gaulden & G. C. Davis. Adjourned. T. Cooper, Clk 

 

 Eugene Judson Greene was an 1852 graduate of Mercer University. He resided in 

Troup County, Georgia where he was a County and State Tax Collector. He was also a 
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teacher. He was born March 11, 1830 in Greene County, Georgia. He died August 1, 

1891 and is buried in the Hillview Cemetery, LaGrange, Troup County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, Sep. 18th 49 

 Conference met after preaching. Bro. Sanders presided. 

The report of the committee was called for but had not been made out for satisfactory 

reasons. Having no other business adjourned till a called conference next Sabbath 

morning. 

     T. Cooper Clk 

 The following was handed to the Clerk on Tuesday, the 18th, by Bro. Sanders, 

stating in writing his reason for giving in to the church his resignation. 

 “In consideration of the difficulty of effecting any arrangement, to have meetings, 

to be attended by the members of the church for their special religious benefit, & 

convinced of the hopelessness of being useful to the church without such meetings, & the 

members feeling themselves bound to attend them, I beg the acceptance of my 

resignation as Pastor of the Church: B. M. Sanders-“ 

 

    Penfield, Sep 23rd, 49 

 Conference met at the appointed time. Bro. Sanders requested Bro. Crawford to 

act as moderator. The report of the committee was called for and the following was 

submitted: 

 “The committee to whom was referred the time of holding conference & c, state, 

that they have given much consideration to the subject and after full and mature 

deliberation, unanimously propose that the Resolutions embraced in their former Report 

be seconded and that the time and manner of holding conference be as they formerly 

were. 

     S. P. Sanford  

     Jas Davant 

     Thos B. Cooper 

     Wm. Davis            committee 

The Report was adopted. 

The Clerk was called upon to read the letter to the Association which was 

satisfactory. 

    Adjourned. N. M. Crawford, Mod. pro tem 

            T. B. Cooper, Clk 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 7th 49 

The African Branch met in conference, Bro. Stillwell acting as moderator. 

Bro. Charles and Sister Penny, servants of bro. B. Brantly, presented letters from Shiloh 

and were received.      Church adj. 

     J. M. Stillwell, Mod. 

     L. Greene, Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 13th 49 

 The church met in conference at the appointed time. The Pastor & Clerk being 

absent from the village, Bro. Crawford was requested to act as moderator, and Bro. 
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Gallman as Clk pro tem There were no additions to the church and no business was 

transacted. The Treasurer reported $30 to have been collected and paid over for 

missionary purposes. 

  Conference adj. 

     N. M. Crawford, Mod. pro tem 

     W. G. Gallman, Clk pro tem  

 

    Penfield, Oct. 14th 1849 

 The colored church met in conference, Bro. Lipford presided. Passed the 

following resolution: 

Resolved “That we will in future have an annual missionary sermon preached and take a 

collection to be appropriated to the African Mission.” 

     Adj.   L. Greene, C. C. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 10th – 49 

 Conference was called to order by the Pastor. The Articles of Faith, the Church 

Covenant and the Rules of Decorum were read. Opportunity was afforded for the 

reception of members and Bro. Milton Cheney was received by letter from Baird’s 

Church.  

 The subject of the Pastor’s resignation was called for and Bro. Dagg requested to 

act as Moderator pro tem 

 After the feelings of the brethren were freely expressed in relation to it; the 

following motion was passed: 

  Moved unanimously “That we receive the resignation of the Pastor upon the 

condition that he will unite with the Brethren Hillyer, Crawford, & Richards in 

ministering to the church until an opportunity shall be afforded by Divine Providence for 

obtaining again his pastoral services or those of another suitable minister.” To which 

conditions Bro. Sanders readily assented. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Brethren J. J. Wallace and W. L. Ellis. 

  Church adjourned. 

     T. Cooper, C. C. 

 

 Milton Fetcher Chaney was born October 15, 1830 and died November 5, 1876. 

He is buried at Rose Hill Cemetery, Pittsburg, Camp County, Texas. He was shown in the 

1850 Greene County, Georgia census. He married Emily C. Walker November 11, 1856 

in Newton County, Georgia. He was a teacher and the son of Dr. Franklin Washington 

Chaney. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 8th 1849 

The church met in conference, Bro. Sanders presided. There was some intimation given 

that Sister Phipps’s conduct had been inconsistent with her profession. A committee 

(Breth. J. L. Dagg, L. Greene & P. Northen) was appointed to investigate the state of the 

case to see, whether or not she be worthy of the support of the church. 

 A motion, that the Saturday before the second Sabbath in Feb. be appointed as a 

proper time to elect a Pastor, and that, it be observed as a day of fasting. 
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 A collection of $45 was taken for church expenses. Granted letters of dismission 

to Sister Loud & Breth. Browne, Loud, R. W. Hubbard & S. D. Everett. 

  Adjourned.  T. B. Cooper, Clk. 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 12th 1850 

 The church met this day in conference. Bro. Sanders acting as moderator. After 

the reading and commenting on a portion of Scripture, a door was opened for the 

admission of members, when Elder Jno. F. Dagg was secured by letter from the church at 

Milledgeville. 

 The committee appointed at the last conference in the case of sister Mary Phipps 

made the following report which was laid over for consideration at the next meeting. 

  “The committee appointed in the case of Sister Mary Phipps offer the 

following  

Report: 

 Sister Phipps lived for a considerable time in a house belonging to Bro. Greene, 

one of the committee, near his dwelling, and under his immediate notice. He thinks her to 

be of an irritable temper and of a disposition difficult to please; but has confidence in her 

piety and moral principles. He states that Sis. Greene concurs with him in these views. 

 Brother Richards says that he baptized her and has been intimately acquainted 

with her. He expresses much confidence in her piety but supposes that she has not of late 

lived so near the Lord, and thinks that some of her conduct deserved admonition. He says 

that her temper is irritable, and supposes this irritability to have been increased of late 

years by sickness. He has suspected that she has sometimes represented her sickness 

greater than the reality, but does not know on this point. He has confidence in her 

veracity and moral principles generally. Sister Richards expressed like confidence in her 

piety and morals, but states that she has received from her, when her temper has been 

excited charges of lying which she would not have made at other times. 

 Dr. O’Keefe does not know whether she has ever feigned sickness beyond the 

reality, but he is confident that she is and has been a sick woman. He has visited her often 

for nine months past and has always found in her the symptoms of disease. He believes 

that her heart is diseased, and also one of the largest arteries in the body. This chronic 

disease, in his opinion has been on her for years and will never be cured; but will 

probably at some time carry her off suddenly. 

 Bro. Davant does not believe that she is a woman of veracity. He says that she 

sent his servants to Bro. Sanders for food, complaining that she was destitute of food, 

when it was not true. When asked what evidence there was of this, he informed us that 

she did not deny it. He mentioned two other cases in which he believed that she had 

misrepresented the extent of her wants. It was in the power of the committee to inquire 

into only one of these cases, the misrepresentation in the others, being reported on the 

authority of a person unknown.  

Sister Phipps acknowledges the use of the language attributed to her by Sis. 

Richards, stating that it was used when the feelings of both were excited and that both 

were using towards each other the language of recrimination. She received with the 

expressions of thankfulness our censure of her conduct in this particular; said that she had 

never seen the evil in the same light in which we had presented it, and promised to guard 

against a repetition of a like transgression in future. She denies the charge of 
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misrepresenting her wants, and gives an explanation of the facts referred to by Bro. 

Davant, as follows: For a considerable time after she removed to Bro. Greene’s house, 

she furnished and cooked her own food. Being often sick she was unable to make 

necessary provisions. Bro. Sanford had kindly offered to furnish her with food, if at any 

time she needed it, and having no servant at her command she sent for food by a servant 

or servants of Bro. Davant’s. But when informed by him that he had forbidden his 

servants to go to Bro. Sanford’s for food she did not send them again. It was after this 

that some families supplied her with food in rotation. At one time, in a week during 

which Bro. Davants family supplied her, a little daughter of Bro. Sanders visited her and 

kindly asked, if there was any thing which she might bring her to eat which she would 

like. She answered the child that she would like to eat one of her Mother’s good biscuits. 

She said this rather to gratify the kind feelings of the child than because she needed a 

supply of food. She thinks that the child on the way home spoke to a servant of Bro. 

Davants who reported the matter to him in such a way as gave offence.  

 The other case into which the committee inquired and to which Bro. Davant 

referred them, is a statement made by Si. Hillyer, that Si. Phipps said to her, that she had 

crawled to Bro. Greene’s kitchen for a crust of corn bread. Sister Phipps says that she 

does not remember this conversation, but thinks it must have referred to the time when 

she provided for herself and that she did not design to imply that she sought the crust of 

bread because of being wholly without food. 

 Bro. Greene confirmed the statements that Si. Phipps did for a considerable time 

provide and cook for herself. 

     Signed J. L. Dagg 

Jan. 9, 1850 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. J. T. (big ink blob)lis.   Adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford, C. C. 

       pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 9th 1850 

 Quarterly conference, Bro. Sanders presided. Read the Articles of Faith, the 

Church Covenant and the Rules of Decorum. 

 Rec’d Breth. Williams and Edmonds as correspondents from Shiloh’. Bro. 

Crawford was elected to the Pastorship of the Church, and being present the Moderator 

was requested to solicit his acceptance, in the Church’s behalf. Bro. C. replied that he had 

not anticipated his election and would, consequently, like to have some time to consider 

the matter, which was readily granted. 

 Bro. Davant state that he had seen Si Mary Phipps; that she has asked his 

forgiveness for all that she had wrongfully done towards him, and that he had freely 

forgiven her. The business of the Committee was then accomplished, the case settled and 

dismissed from the Church.  

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister S. E. Williams. 

  The church adjourned. 

      T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

  

    Penfield, March 9th 1850 

 The church met this day in conference, Bro. Crawford presiding. 
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 The door of the church was opened; visiting brethren were invited to seats. 

Matters of reference were called for. Bro. Crawford accepted the Pastorship of the 

Church, stating that he did so with great reluctance, as in consequence of his numerous 

engagements, it would be impossible for him to attend to many of those duties which 

were almost inseparable from the pastoral office, and among the most important, was that 

of visiting the members of the church. 

 Whereas one of our Rules of Decorum requires all members being absent for a 

longer time than six months, to take letters of dismission and several had neglected to do 

so the Clerk was instructed to write to them and request them to conform to the 

requirement of the Rule. 

 Bro. Sanders, addressing the conference said that he had reason to believe that the 

feelings of some of the Brethren, and particularly of Bro. Brantly towards him, were of a 

very unpleasant nature. That Bro. B. had long treated him with great coolness and more 

so since lately he had thought it proper to prosecute the Executive Committee of which 

he (Bro. S.) was a member. He stated further, that in order to secure a portion of his 

rightful property, he had found it necessary to prosecute Brethren Richards, Hobbs & 

Tarwater. 

He now wished the Church to investigate these several matters, that all the 

members might know whether or not he had acted in every instance, consistently with his 

Christian profession. He was anxious to know what were the feelings of the Church 

towards him and desired not to remain in the Church if the members thought him 

unworthy of a place among them. 

Dr. Dagg desired the cause of the prosecution against the Ex. Committee to be 

inquired into, with reference to his conduct also, as another member of that Committee. 

 Committees were then appointed to investigate these several matters: 

 1. The feelings of the brethren towards Bro. Sanders, or his standing in the 

Church. 

 2. The cause of the prosecution against the Ex. Committee, with reference to the 

conduct of Breth. Sanders & Dagg. 

 3. The conduct of Bro. Sanders in the prosecution of Breth. Richards, Hobbs & 

Tarwater with a reference to the Christian principle or precepts which should always 

govern Brethren in such cases.  

 Brethren Hillyer, Davant, Lansdell, B. M. Hubbard & L. Greene were appointed 

to the first two departments of business and Brethren Fluker, Sanford & J. F. Dagg to the 

last one.  

 The Church then adj. 

      T. B. Cooper Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 13th 1850 

 The African Branch of the Church met in conference. Bro. Sanders acted as 

Moderator. Exeline, a maid servant of Mr. Boswell’s was reported as having violated, by 

an act of adultery, one of the precepts of the Sacred Decalogue. The Deacons were 

appointed to make the necessary inquiries concerning the case. 

 The Church adj. 

      W. Davis Clk pro tem 
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    Penfield, Feb. 12th 1850 

 The African Branch met in Conference, Bro. Stillwell presiding. The Report of 

the Committee was heard and the case postponed till next conference. Letters of 

dismission were granted to the following members: 

 Peter, a servant of Mr. Jackson, Ferraby, Lucy, Milley, Viney, maid servants of 

Mr. Wests.   

  Adjourned. 

      Davis Clk. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, March 24th 1850 

Conference of the African Branch. Bro. Wm. Davis presided. Exeline Boswell was 

excluded from the church. Changed the time for the meetings of the conference to the 

third Sunday night. 

 Granted Sister Phoebe a letter of dismission. 

  Adjourned 

      G. R. McCall C. p. tem. 

 

    Penfield, April 13th 1850 

 After singing and prayer the conference was called to order by the moderator – A 

letter from Bro. Carleton was read requesting a letter of dismission but passed over 

without action. 

 It was moved that the word “sue” be substituted in the last minutes, in place of 

“prosecute” and that the first matter referred to the committees for investigation, be 

struck out.  

The committees appointed by the last conference submitted the following Reports 

which were read and adopted- 

Reports 

“The committee appointed to inquire into the relations subsisting between Bro. Brantly, 

of the one part, and Breth. Sanders & Dagg, on the other beg leave to report: That they 

have had free and full conversations with these brethren. It appears that Bro. Brantly had 

felt himself aggrieved by the course which the Ex. Committee adopted towards him as 

the printer of the Christian Index. He conceived that they had not complied with the terms 

of the contract according to which he was serving them, and that his interest in a very 

great degree were thereby put in jeopardy. 

On the other hand Brethren Sanders and Dagg, assure your committee that they 

have conscientiously to the best of their knowledge and belief, complied fully with the 

terms of said contract according to their proper meaning and effect. On this point the 

parties are at issue. But as the legal question with all the rights involved under it has been 

referred to another tribunal, your committee do not feel called upon to decide that legal 

question. 

Bro. Sanders proceeded to state that he brought no charges against Bro. Brantly. 

That throughout all the transactions which had taken place between them either as a man 

or as a member of the Ex. Committee he had indulged nothing but kindness and good will 

towards Bro. Brantly. And that so far from harboring a thought or wish to injure Bro. 

Brantly he would most sincerely regret that any action of his should injure him in any 

degree. 
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Bro. Dagg gave similar assurances of kindness and good will towards Bro.  

Brantly. 

On the other hand Bro. Brantly assured your committee that he never had said or 

thought that Bro. Sanders was not a Christian. Although he did feel himself aggrieved 

and had been unable to reconcile the course adopted towards him with the supposition of 

Bro. Sanders’ good will. Yet he is now free to say in view of the above assurances, that 

he can and does freely forgive him. And further, that if at any time, he has made use of 

expressions offensive or unpleasant to Bro. Sanders as to motive, he cheerfully withdraws 

them. 

While their concessions are thus freely made, Bro. Brantly wishes to be 

understood, as not relinquishing what he conceives to be his rights under the contract 

above referred to, as he understands it. The concessions here made are intended also to 

apply in like manner to Bro. Dagg. 

    In view of the above facts and statements your 

committee hope that there is no need for further investigation and beg to be discharged. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

     S. G. Hillyer 

     James Davant 

     Lemuel Greene 

     B. M. Hubbard 

     A. M. Lansdell 

      Committee 

 

____________________________ 

2 
 

 2. “The committee to whom was referred the consideration of the Lawsuits 

between Bro. Sanders and Brethren Richards, Hobbs & Tarwater, submit the following- 

    Report 

 The committee find two distinct points submitted to them for investigation. They 

were instructed to examine the Scriptural principles concerning lawsuits and to inquire 

how far these principles affect the particular cases which gave rise to the appointment of 

the committee. 

 The passages of Scripture which give the most direct instruction about the 

propriety of engaging in lawsuits are the following – The Saviour in his Sermon on the 

Mount, says, “If any man will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat let him have thy 

cloak also.” (Matt. 5.40) The Apostle Paul in reproving the Corinthian Church for several 

misdemeanors, says, “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before 

the unjust, and not before the saints?” … “Now therefore there is utterly a fault among 

you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? Why do 

ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that 

your brethren. (I Cor. 6:1-8) 

 It is evident from these texts that cases may arise, in which Christians are not at 

liberty to engage in lawsuits either as plaintiffs or defendants. But in order to apply the 

Scriptural prohibitions it is necessary to consider the evils which they were intended to 
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attack. Angry disputes are prohibited. Persons who go to law often carry on their contests 

with very bitter feelings. To indulge such feelings is so contrary to the Spirit of 

Christianity, that it would be better for a person to suffer wrong than to harbor or cherish 

them. It is evident that if a person engages in a lawsuit with a desire to trample upon his 

opponent or to rejoice in his defeat, he is violating the spirit of the Gospel. 

 Another evil which the apostle intended to condemn in the passage above quoted 

is the disposition to wrong the other party. The Corinthians in their disputes, referred 

their questions to unjust heathen tribunals. Had their object been simply to obtain justice, 

they would have referred their disputes to those who would give righteous decisions. But 

they were willing to get every advantage possible; hence they invoked the aid of the civil 

power even to the extent of defrauding one another. Whoever then goes to law, for the 

purpose of gaining an undue advantage over his neighbor is violating the injunction of the 

Scriptures.  

But the follower of Christ is not even justified in contending for his rights to their 

full extent. 

The same forbearance that he is required to exercise when his person or his 

reputation is attacked would require him to suffer fraud rather than engage in unholy 

strife. While he is at liberty to protect his property; he is to regard that as secondary to the 

cultivation of a meek and quiet spirit. “If any man will sue thee at the law and take away 

thy coat let him have thy cloak also” rather than engage in an unchristian controversy.  

If these general principles are correctly deduced, it appears that the Scriptures do 

not condemn every appeal to the laws of the land. We can not hold property or enjoy any 

other rights of citizenship without submitting to legal forms. If then a brother goes to law 

merely for the purpose of giving legal formality to rights which are not disputed, he does 

not violate the Spirit of the Gospel. And even when two men are disagreed as to their 

rights, there is nothing to forbid a mutual reference to a civil tribunal for an amicable 

adjustment of the question. Nor is this the limit to which lawsuits are allowable. If one 

party refuses to seek the most equitable means of settling the question at issue, the other 

party is not prohibited from such a reference, if he does not act contrary to the principles 

above laid down. 

Your committee have in accordance with their instructions endeavored to 

ascertain how far this exhibition of Gospel principles on the subject of lawsuits may be 

applicable to the suits between brother Sanders and brethren Richards, Hobbs & 

Tarwater. We have not been able to have an interview with all of these brethren but we 

have obtained facts sufficient to justify the Church in dismissing the case. Bro. Sanders as 

plaintiff disclaims any intention of carrying out the prosecution with any other end in 

view than simply to secure his claim against the other brethren in a form which will hold 

good in law. He has given proof that he has no wish to act oppressively towards the 

defendants, by voluntarily assuming the payment of costs in these suits. Nor do the 

committee find any occasion for Church censure in the conduct of the brethren who stand 

in the relation of defendants in these suits. So far as we have been able to ascertain it is 

not their design to contest the claims of bro. Sanders or to throw any obstacle in the way 

of his obtaining justice. We have discovered in none of the parties concerned the 

evidence of an unkind or unchristian Spirit. 
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Believing then that the cases of lawsuit between brethren Sanders, Richards, 

Hobbs & Tarwater furnish no occasion for the censure of the Church, the committee 

recommend that no further action be had and the subject be dismissed. 

     W. Fluker 

     S. P. Sanford 

     J. F. Dagg 

      Committee  

       

Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Jenning and a certificate of Christian character to 

Bro. D. H. Sanders, who desires to place himself under the watch care of the church 

where he is residing. 

   Adj. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

 

 Dickerson Holliday Sanders was the son of Billington M. Sanders. He was born 

September 6, 1828 and died February 2, 1915. He is buried in the Westview Cemetery, 

Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia. He was an 1848 graduate of Mercer University. 

 

    Penfield, April 21st 1850 

The African Branch met in conference and received unto fellowship by letter, 

Caesar a servant of Bro. Northen’s and Shadrach a servant of Bro. Sanders’. 

   Adj. 

     Dews, mod. 

 

    Penfield, May 11th 1850 

The conference was called to order by the Moderator. Received with pleasure 

Bro. Cheney as a correspondent from Baird’s. Sister Kennedy from Beech Springs was 

taken under the watch care of the church. Granted letters of dismission to Bro. Tucker 

and Sister Roberts. 

  Adj. 

     T. B. Cooper C. C. 

 

    May 19, 1850 

 The African Branch held its regular conference. Bro. Dews presided. A motion 

was proposed to elect another deacon in place of Peter, who cannot attend regularly 

because of having to ring the College Bell. Moved also that two deacons be elected next 

conference. 

  Adj. 

     G. R. McCall, C. C. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, June 8th 1850 

 Conference was called to order by the moderator after singing and prayer and a 

short and instructive discourse on the twelfth chapter of Romans. 

 The church was notified that Bro. G. Davis, by a necessary delay, had united 

himself to the Greensboro Church, one week after six months. The information under the 
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circumstances was satisfactory. Appointed Breth. Sanders, Greene & Northen to confer 

with Bro. Davant with reference to his resignation of the deaconship. 

  Adjourned 

     T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, June 16th 1850 

 Colored Branch met in conference. Bro. Stillwell mod. 

Penny, a maid servant of R. Roberts was received by letter. 

     L. Greene Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, July 13th 1850 

 The conference met and Bro. Crawford presided. 

The committee reported that the difficulties which had induced the 

resignation of Bro. Davant had all been removed and that he was willing to 

continue in his office if it was the desire of the church. His continuance was 

unanimously requested. 

 It was suggested that a license be given to Brethren Kilpatrick and Clark who 

have felt it their duty to preach. But as the matter was important, the church thought 

proper to defer it awhile and give them an opportunity to exercise first in public and 

moved that the moderator give them an opportunity as early as possible. 

 Moved further that the pastor be allowed at his discretion to call a conference that 

a formal license may be granted to them. 

 $46.75 were collected for Sister Mary Phipps. 

 Appointed Breth. Greene & M. Hubbard correspondents to Shiloh and Breth. 

Sanders & Greene to Bairds. 

  Adj. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

 

    July 24th 

 Agreeably to the above motion conference was called today and the following 

licenses granted. 

 “This is to certify that our young Breth. W. L. Kilpatrick and W. Clarke have 

been several years members of our church, and have commended themselves to our 

affections by their piety and orderly Christian character. 

 Believing that they have a gift for public religious exercises, we would 

recommend to our brethren where their lots may be cast to encourage them in the 

exercise of it.” The language was to be so changed as to fit it for insertion into their 

letters of dismission. 

It was moved and carried unanimously that they be requested to take a regular course in 

Theology. 

A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Kilpatrick. 

  Adj. 

     T. Cooper C. C. 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 10th 1850 
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 The church met in regular conference. The Pastor being absent Bro. B. M. 

Sanders was requested to act as moderator. Bro. Durham presented himself as a 

correspondent for Baird’s and took a seat with us. In the absence of the clerk, Bro. 

Brantly was requested to record the proceedings. 

On motion it was agreed to postpone our quarterly communion to our next regular 

meeting. Bro. Sanders was requested to preach tomorrow. 

   Adj. 

     B. Brantly C. P. T. 

 

    Aug. 18th 1850 

 Colored Church. Bro. Martin moderator. 

Received by letter, Rachel, a maid servant of Bro. Hobbs. Elected Shadrach Sanders as a 

Deacon. 

  Adj. B. Greene clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield Sep. 7th 1850 

 After religious exercises by the Pastor the church met in conference. 

 On motion, Breth. Crawford & Sanders were elected as delegates to the 

Association. Bro. Hillyer was chosen as alternate. 

 Breth. Sanders, Crawford & Davant were appointed to take a collection for the 

benevolent purposes of the association. 

Appropriated $1.50 for the printing of minutes. 

Moved that the money collected at the monthly concert of prayer be sent to the 

association for the support of domestic & foreign missions. 

The Clerk was instructed to write the letter. 

Bro. Sanders moved that all who were willing to attend the weekly prayer 

meetings should signify it by rising from their seats. 

  Church adjourned. 

     G. R. McCall C. p. t. 

 

    Sep 15th 1850 

Colored Church conference. Bro. Dews presided.  

Radford and Harriett, Servants of Bro. R. L. McWhorter were received by letter 

from Palmyra Church. 

     Thos A. Morgan, Ch. C. p. t. 

 

    Penfield Church Sep. 24th 1850 

 A conference was called and the door of the church opened. After having related 

satisfactory Christian experience the following persons were received into fellowship: J. 

H. Kilpatrick, G. Smith, G. Hillyer, D. Lester & H. Northen.  

  Adjourned.  T. Cooper, Clk 

 

 James H. Kilpatrick was an 1853 graduate of Mercer University. He was the son 

of J. H. T. Kilpatrick. He pastored the White Plains Baptist Church, White Plains, 

Georgia from the time of his ordination until his death, a period of 53 years. He was born 
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October 18, 1833, Burke County, Georgia and died March 27, 1908, White Plains, 

Greene County, Georgia. He is buried in the White Plains Cemetery. 

 George Hillyer graduated from Mercer University in 1854. He was a legislator, 

superior court judge, mayor of the city of Atlanta, member of the Georgia Railroad 

Commission, director of the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, trustee of Mercer 

University 1887-1893, and deacon of the Atlanta Second Baptist Church. He was the son 

of Junius Hillyer, brother of Shaler Granby Hillyer.  George Hillyer served as a Captain 

of the 9th Georgia Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. He was born March 17, 1835 

and died October 2, 1927. He is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, 

Georgia. 

 David W. Lester was born 1832 and died 1886. He is buried in the Lester Family 

Cemetery, Jones County, Georgia. He was an 1854 graduate of Mercer University. 

 Henry G. Northen was born in Georgia in 1828, the son of Peter Northen. 

 

    Sept. 26th – Called conference. 

 The door of the church was again opened and the following persons were received 

by experience, viz 

Durham, [blank] Everheart, & [blank] Boyd. 

  Adjourned.  T. Cooper, Clk 

 

The above individuals were baptized on Sunday the 30th Sep. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 4th 1850 

 The following persons were united to the Church viz- 

A. Wynn, B. Polhill, G. Macon & Miss H. Morgan by experiences and R. Mallary by 

letter. These, except the last, were baptized on Sunday the 6th Oct. 

 

 Abner Wynn graduated from Mercer University in 1852. He was born October 20, 

1827 and died March 23, 1896. He is buried in the Wynn Family Cemetery, Reynolds 

Mill, Talladega County, Alabama. 

Benjamin Mitchell Polhill graduated from Mercer University in 1852. He was a 

teacher in Macon and Montpelier, Georgia. He was born February 17. 1830 and died 

March 19, 1876. He is buried in the Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 9th 

 The letter to the association was read and approved by the church. 

 

    Penfield, Oct. 12th 1850 

 Conference met after religious exercises by Bro. Hillyer who was called to the 

chair in place of the absent Pastor. The door of the church was opened and Brethren J. T. 

Clark & A. R. Harper joined by letter and G. H. Ware by experience. 

Granted letters of dismission to Breth. Y. J. Anderson and W. H. Clark. In 

consequence of the absence of the Pastor and several members and the proposition to the 

conference of important business the church adjourned till next Saturday morning. 

    G. R. McCall Clk pro tem 
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 John T. Clarke graduated from Mercer University in 1853. He was a state 

senator, superior court judge, Trustee of Mercer University 1869-1889, pastor of Second 

Baptist Church of Atlanta 3 years. Because of a throat affliction he gave up the ministry 

and returned to the practice of law at Cuthbert, Georgia. He was born in 1834 and died 

in 1889. 

 

Oct. 18th 

 The church met in conference after preaching and adjourned till tomorrow night, 

in consequence of a political meeting in Greensboro tomorrow morning. 

     T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

     

    Penfield, Oct. 19th 1850 

 After a short sermon by the Pastor, the church was requested to sit in conference 

for the transaction of the business which had been postponed. A letter had been received 

from Mr. E. Rainey a former member of this church who was excluded for a continued 

absence from the conference, and the use of profane language. The substance of the letter 

was, that he had repented of the sins which he had committed and hoped that the Lord 

had forgiven him; that he desired also the forgiveness of the church, wished to be again 

restored and to receive a letter of dismission that he might join the church at Newnan. In 

connection with this there was also a certificate signed by brethren Davis & Sunius (of 

the above named church) in proof of the sincerity of his conversion, and a request that his 

desire might be granted. 

 The subject was submitted to the conference and it was moved that a transcript of 

the minutes containing the causes of his expulsion be addressed to the church at Newnan 

and that they be informed that their request would be granted provided they be willing, 

upon the evidence presented by Mr. Rainey of his conversion, to receive him into 

fellowship. 

 Bro. Robert Davant was charged with the sins of intoxication and the use of 

profane language. And Breth. Davis, Faulkner & Cooper were appointed to ascertain the 

facts in relation to these charges. 

 Bro. Northen entered a complaint against Bro. Brantly that he had given 

testimony in the Superior Court of this county which was equivalent to charging him with 

perjury. The facts upon which the charge was based are as follows: His name had been 

forged as an endorser to a note by an individual who absconded a few days after he had 

committed the forgery; Being sued on this note he had taken an oath that he had never 

signed the endorsement. Bro. Brantly being summoned as a witness in this case and 

aware of the oath to which he (bro. Northen) had taken testified twice: The first time 

(brother Northen charges) cautiously and only to the general resemblance to his 

signature, the second time without reserve unequivocally stating that it was his signature 

& that he believed that he wrote it. Bro. Northen further stated that he had had an 

interview with him since & that Bro. Brantly had failed to give him satisfaction. He 

therefore begged the action of the church in the case.- Whereupon Brethren Davant & 

Stillwell were appointed a committee to cite him to the next conference to answer to 

these charges. 

 The church then adjourned.  T. Cooper, C. C. 
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    Penfield – Nov. 3rd 1850 

 The Colored Branch of the church met in conference. Bro. Martin presided. The 

door was opened for members and two were received by experience viz: Julia a maid 

servant of Mrs. Porter’s, & Lucy, maid servant of R. L. McWhorter’s.  

  Adjourned.  T. A. Morgan C. 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 9th 1850 

 Bro. Crawford was present and presided over the conference after singing, prayer 

and a short exhortation. The Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant and the Rules of 

Decorum were read. Called for correspondents and opened a door for members. The 

following report of the committee on bro. Davant’s case was read and approved. 

 

Report 

The committee thought proper first to inform brother James Davant – the father of the 

accused - of the unpleasant information which the church had received in relation to his 

son. And to obtain from him the facts which he might possess in relation to the case. He 

said that brother Robert wrote a letter to him in Talbotton dated the 11th of Oct. in which 

he confessed that on the night of the 10th he was intoxicated – that he became so through 

the influence of those with whom he was, at the time associating- that he felt deeply 

penitent – that he was willing to submit to any punishment which he might think proper 

to inflict upon him and that he desired him to pray that God would forgive him for the 

commission of so great a sin. 

 In relation to Robert’s general deportment Bro. Davant further remarked that he 

had hoped and believed that he was a Christian, and that he had seen nothing in his 

outward conduct since his intoxication to alter that opinion & that he read his Bible every 

night, usually attended prayer meetings and seemed to take an interest in all his religious 

exercises. 

The committee then held private interview with Bro. Robert. He said that he 

wrote to his father, confessed his sin, asked his forgiveness and expressed a desire to be 

remembered in his prayers but that he did so to prevent the mortification of his father’s 

feelings rather than because of sorrow for his transgression; that he had long since 

doubted the reality of his conversion, and believed himself unfit for a place in the church 

and would prefer withdrawing from its fellowship, if he could do so without grieving his 

father. In answer to questions which were proposed to him he further remarked that he 

was led into temptation unwarily and that he could not be induced again to commit the 

same offence; that he endeavored, at first, to seek the forgiveness of God, but in a short 

time became indifferent about the matter; but he was conscious of having sinned against a 

greater than an earthly father, that he desired to be a Christian and sometimes felt that the 

Lord was his friend, but doubted on other occasions. Had, when he thought seriously of 

being separated from the society of God’s people his feelings revolted at the idea, and 

that he desired and intended to make an acknowledgement to the church as soon as he 

might have an opportunity.  

In reference to the charge of profane language, “the committee were unable to 

learn anything definite. There was a general report that was well founded but the witness 

could not recollect whether he spoke improperly or not. In answer to the question 
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Whether or not he was conscious of what he said during his state of intoxication he 

replied that he was not. 

The only remark which the committee would make after having conversed freely with 

Bro. Davant is that he seems not to have felt that deep conviction and sorrow for the sin 

itself, which would be expected from a true penitent. He was, indeed, greatly troubled but 

the motive seems to have been the fear of wounding his father’s feelings rather than the 

consciousness of having violated the law of God. 

 He was kindly requested to attend the approaching conference and state his 

feelings more fully to the church. You will, no doubt in the decision which you may 

make, take into consideration the tender age of your offending brother, the nature of the 

temptation by which he was led into sin, the fact of it having been his first offence, and 

the proneness of human nature to uncertainty, doubt and fear. And may the Lord direct 

your minds to make that decision of the case which shall be acceptable and well pleasing 

to himself. 

All of which is respectfully submitted.” W. Davis, T. Faulkner & T. Cooper Comm.  

 

Bro. Davant was present and was called on to state what he desired to the church. 

He observed that the committee had expressed his feelings, and if the church would 

forgive him, he would prefer to continue his membership, and hereafter endeavor to live 

more righteously. It was moved that the church greatly disprove of the crime itself, and 

deeply regret the commission of it by Bro. Davant; but, that on account of his youthful 

age and the candid manner in which he had stated the whole matter, they forgive him, so 

far as he had sinned in their sight. 

 The charge of Bro. Northen against Bro. Brantly was then considered. Bro. 

Brantly was present and denied the charge as expressed by Bro. Northen. And by 

permission stated as near as he recollected the precise words which he used. Viz “The 

question asked him in court was whether or not with his knowledge of Bro. Northen’s 

handwrighting he believed that it was his signature, he replied that he believed it was: 

After the reading of certificates from brethren Stocks and Mell to the charge of brother 

Northen, and a lengthy debate with references to the differences of testimony, the matter 

was laid on the table till next conference. 

 Voted Bro. Gallman a certificate of approval as to his Christian deportment while 

under the watch care of the church. 

 Received information that brother Tucker had united with the church at 

LaGrange. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Bro. M. Hubbard and sister D. Posser. 

 Approved the minutes of the colored church. 

 Took a subscription of 87.50 for the support of our Pastor during the present year. 

  Adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper C. C. 

 

    Penfield Dec. 7th 1850 

 The church met this morning at the usual hour. After a few introductory remarks 

and Prayer by Bro. Crawford the Pastor, the Church went into conference, Bro. C. acting 

as moderator. The clerk being absent, S. P. Sanford was appointed clerk pro tem. Visiting 

brethren from abroad were invited to seats with us, and a door opened for the admission 
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of members. The Rules of Decorum were read, and the Church proceeded regularly to 

business. Took up the case of difficulty between Brethren Brantly and Northen, which 

had been put off from the last conference. After considerable discussion, it was voted to 

lay it on the table for the present, in order to facilitate the discharge of other business. 

 A letter was read from the Church at Black Spring, Baldwin Co. Stating that four 

of our colored members viz Peter, Lucy, Milly & Penny had presented letters of 

dismission from this church, but that the time to which, by the Rules of the church, the 

letters were limited, had expired- Voted, That the clerk be instructed to write to the 

church at Black Spring informing them that we are willing for them to receive those 

members provided they are satisfied with their Christian profession. 

 Read a letter from the Church at Big Spring, Clark Co. Stating that they had made 

choice of Bro. J. M. Stilwell as their Pastor, and requesting that the church at Penfield 

would take measures to have Bro. Stilwell more fully set forth to the work of the ministry 

by ordination. On motion it was voted, That we approve of Bro. Stilwell’s ordination, but 

that we advise that the ordination should take place in some one of the Churches over 

which he expects to preside. 

Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Aaron E. Cloud.  

Again, Took up the case of Brethren Northen and Brantly, which had been temporarily 

laid on the table. After some further discussion, the following resolution was offered, 

“That Bro. Brantly be called on by the church to say, whether he has any method by 

which he explains his testimony before the Court, so as that it may not implicate Bro. 

Northen in the charge of perjury. Before this resolution was put, Bro. Brantly introduced 

certificates from Judge F. H. Cone, Y. P. King, Dr. T. N. Poullain, W. B. Johnson, B. M. 

Hubbard, Jno. G. McHenry, and Jacob C. Akins. On motion it was voted, That the 

Resolution for the present lie on the table, and that the subject be postponed until our 

regular meeting in February.  Adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford, Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Jan. 12th 1851 

 The church met at the usual time. The moderator being absent, Bro. S. P. Sanford 

was called to the chair. The church at New Hope requested through Bro. J. F. Dagg that 

this church would take the proper measures to have Bro. Jacob Stillwell set forth more 

fully to the work of the Gospel ministry by ordination. The church instructed her clerk to 

return the same answer to the church at New Hope that was given to the church at Big 

Spring.  

 Called roll and adjourned. 

     William H. Davis Clk. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Feb. 9th 1851 

 Church in conference - Bro. Crawford presiding. 

The Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant and the rules of Decorum were read. 

Received breth. Allen Wimberly & Williams under the watch care of the church, reunited 

bro. Cloud and admitted bro. Shackleford by letter. 

 Proceeded to consider again the case of difficulty between breth. Northen & 

Brantly. Adopted the following resolutions. 
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“That on hearing the testimony in this case the church regard Bro. Brantly’s 

statement as substantially correct as regards the form of his oath. And again “That the 

oath taken by bro Brantly did so far implicate bro. Northen in the charge of perjury as to 

need explanation. 

 The resolution proposed in the Dec. Conference was then read, and after many 

remarks the following was adopted, viz. “That since bro. Brantly had expressed his 

unwillingness to be subjected to the call proposed in this resolution, the movers of it have 

leave to withdraw it.” It was withdrawn. 

 Moved finally, That Breth. J. L. Dagg, Davant, Lansdell, Fluker & Greene, be a 

committee to take into consideration the facts which the testimony adduced in this case 

has brought before the church, and to report what views the church ought to express to 

Bro. Brantly respecting his conduct in the matter complained of.” 

 After the reception of another letter requesting the church to take measures for the 

ordination of Bro. Stillwell, moved that he be ordained tomorrow week. Breth. Dagg & 

Sanders were appointed by Bro. Stillwell and breth. Mell, Hillyer, Martin & Vandivere 

were invited to constitute the presbytery. And bro. Crawford was chosen to preach the 

ordination service. Appointed next Saturday night for the examination and gave an 

invitation to all that might wish to attend. 

 It was reported that bro. Boyd had been dancing and breth. Sanders, Davis & 

Smith were appointed to ascertain the facts and make them known at the next conference. 

 Bro. Greene presented the following 

Report 

Penfield Church 

     To W. N. Williams, Dr. 

 To  29 lbs of tallow candles @ 20 cts   $5.80 

  40 lbs    “      adamantine @ 40 cts                              16.00  

                                                                                                             21.80 

 

Due on other accounts $30.54 

                                                                                                             30.54 

                                                                                                  Total   52.34 

Moved that the first business of the next conference be to take up a collection for 

defraying these expenses. 

 Granted letter of dismission to Bro. Lester & Sister Gartrell. 

 Approved the minutes of the colored conference. 

And appointed tomorrow 4 o’clock for the baptism of Jonas. 

   Adjourned. 

     T. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield Jan. 20th 

 Colored conference. Bro. Dews presided and bro. Davis acted as Clerk pro tem. 

Jonas a servant of Hon. W. C. Dawson was united to the church by experience. Adj.  

     Davis Clk 

 Feb. 16th Bro. Stillwell was prevented from attending by the rain and his 

ordination was postponed. 
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    Penfield March 8th 1851 

 The church met in conference- Bro. Crawford presiding. Read the Rules of 

Decorum. Received by letter, into the fellowship of the church Bro. R. N. Ely. Agreeably 

to the motion of last meeting a collection for church expenses was first taken up, 

amounting to $69.50. 

 

 Robert N. Ely graduated from Mercer University in 1854. He was an attorney and 

served in the Georgia State Legislature and also served as Attorney General of the State 

of Georgia. 

 

 As the committee appointed in the case of Brethren Northen & Brantly could not 

agree among themselves they thought it proper to make no report, and at their request 

were discharged. 

 Moved that Bro. Brantly be allowed now or at any other time during this 

investigation to make any explanation which he might desire in accordance with the 

second resolution of last meeting. 

 The following resolutions were then read and adopted. 

 1. Resolved. That to suspect a brother who has hitherto maintained a good 

standing in the church and the community generally of a crime so atrocious as perjury, 

unless there be sufficient ground for the suspicion is a violation of that charity which is 

the bond of Christian fellowship, and an example of evil surmising which the word of 

God condemns.  

 Whereas, in the investigation of the complaint against Bro. Brantly, the following 

facts have appeared- 1. In giving the testimony complained of Bro. Brantly did not speak 

conditionally “I would believe &c”; but positively “I believe &c”  

-2  His words produced the impression on the minds of various persons present that he 

believed Bro. Northen had perjured himself; and an intelligent witness Bro. Stocks, stated 

that he was surprised at his confident manner of expression. – 3. Although the church has 

decided that this testimony so far implicated Bro. Northen in the charge of perjury as to 

need explanation, no satisfactory explanation has been given; and when a call for such an 

explanation as would free Bro. Northen from the implication was proposed, it was 

strenuously resisted by Bro. Brantly- And the proposal was in consequence withdrawn – 

4. In all the investigation Bro. Brantly has never denied that he believed Bro. Northen had 

committed perjury. – Therefore, 

2 Resolved, That these facts, in the absence of any declaration or explanation from Bro. 

Brantly to the contrary, lead to the conclusion, that when he gave the testimony 

complained of, he did believe that Bro. Northen had sworn falsely. 

3. Resolved, That in the judgement of this church it is now the duty of Bro. Brantly, if he 

did not think that Bro. Northen had committed perjury to say so. If he did think so he 

ought now to review that opinion, and renounce it unless he had such reasons for it as 

would carry a conviction of its truth to men of unprejudiced minds. If he had such 

reasons he is in present circumstances, under obligation to divulge them at least so far as 

may be necessary for his own justification.  

4. Resolved, That the peace and fellowship of the church, indispensably require an 

explanation from Bro. Brantly. 
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Bro. Brantly in obedience to the third & fourth resolutions explained by adducing 

several facts or supposed facts which might justify him in suspecting that Bro. Northen 

would perjure himself. 

Brethren Sanders, Davant, Fluker & Sanford were appointed to take the facts 

stated into consideration and report at the next meeting, whether or not, in their judgment, 

they were sufficient to justify him in entertaining the opinion that Bro. Northen would 

commit the crime of perjury. 

The committee on Bro. Boyd’s case, reported that they had been informed by one 

or two witnesses that he was present at the party and participated in the dance. 

On motion the committee was continued to correspond with Bro. Boyd and 

express to him the disapprobation of the church as to the matter of which he was accused. 

 Moved that Bro. Brantly, according to his request be furnished with a copy of 

Breth. Stocks & Mell’s certificates, and a transcript of any other item of the minutes 

which he might desire. 

 Whereas a letter had been received from Bro. Finly at Memphis stating that Mr. 

L. J. Dupree who was excluded from this church in 1844 had reformed and was in his 

opinion now a good Christian, and whereas a note was appended by Mr. Dupree stating 

that he had been for some time exercising a comfortable hope that he was a disciple of 

the Lord Jesus, and desired to be restored to our fellowship again if the church would be 

pleased to receive him, it was 

 Moved that a transcript of the record containing a statement of the crime of which 

he was guilty and the action of the church in the case be forwarded to Bro. Finly, and that 

the act of restoring him be left to the discretion of the church at Memphis. 

 Bro. Davant charged Bro. Northen of having acted in an unkind & unchristian 

towards Bro. Hobbes in signing a petition and circulating it to have him removed from 

the post office. 

 On motion Breth. J. L. Dagg, Fluker, Greene, Lansdell & Tarwater, were 

appointed to investigate the case and report at next conference. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Hillyer. 

 It was announced that Bro. Stillwell was present and on motion tonight was 

named as the time for his examination and tomorrow for his ordination. 

 Adjourned.    T. B. Cooper Clk 

P.S. The following is the statement of Bro. Stillwell’s ordination furnished by the Clerk. 

 “At the call of the Baptist in Penfield the following ministers met on the 8th of 

March 1851, for the examination of Bro. Jacob M. Stillwell, preparatory to his ordination 

to the ministry, viz. N. M. Crawford, J. L. Dagg,  B. M. Sanders, P. H. Mell, & Tho’s D. 

Martin. N. M. Crawford was appointed moderator, and T. D. Martin Clerk. After a 

thorough examination conducted principally by Brethren Dagg & Mell, the brethren 

composing the presbytery and the church were fully satisfied of their duty to ordain the 

candidate to the office of the Christian ministry. 

 On Sabbath 9th of March the ordination took place in the College Chapel with 

appropriate services as follows: The sermon was preached by N. M. Crawford, the Pastor 

of the church, the Prayer by T. D. Martin, right hand of fellowship by J. L. Dagg and the 

presbytery, and the charge by B. M. Sanders. 

     T. D. Martin Clk.” 
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    Penfield, March 16th 

 In the conference of the Colored Church over which Bro. G. M. Dews presided, 

Caesar, a Servant of Bro. Northen’s, was arraigned for concealing stolen money and 

speaking falsely. The charge being established he was excluded from the church. 

   Adj.   Weaver Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, April 13th 1851 

 The church met in conference. Our Pastor presided. Visiting brethren were invited 

to take part in the deliberations. The Rules of Decorum were read and an opportunity was 

offered for the reception of members. The minutes of last meeting were read and the 

business of the church taken up in order. The committee on Breth. Northen & Brantly’s 

presented the following report. 

 “The committee appointed to take into consideration the facts presented by Bro. 

Brantly, and report whether or not in their judgement they were sufficient to justify him 

in entertaining the opinion that Bro. Northen would commit crime of perjury; met at Bro. 

Brantly’s office, and after a free conversation on the subject, Bro. Brantly stated that at 

the time he gave in his testimony before the court, he predicated his belief of the 

signature being Bro. Northen’s upon the similarity of the Handwriting, and upon that 

alone and that from the beginning of the difficulty he had so intended and designed that it 

should be understood by the church. He also says that none of the statements that he 

made at the last conference against Bro. Northen, had any influence upon his mind in the 

formation of the opinion which he expressed at the time he gave in his testimony before 

the court. 

 Inasmuch as the opinion expressed by him is confined solely to the similarity of 

the Handwriting, we submit to the judgement of the church how far it, of itself ought to 

justify such an opinion.” B. M. Sanders Ch 

 After the reading of the report the church adopted the following resolution – 

“That the mere fact of a strong similarity of handwriting is not considered sufficient to 

justify one member of the church in believing another to be guilty of the crime of perjury. 

The following was then submitted, “Resolved, That the charge established against Bro. 

Brantly of suspecting Bro. Northen guilty of the crime of perjury without sufficient 

grounds, together with his continued refusal to give Bro. Northen and the church a 

satisfactory explanation and acknowledgement are sufficient to justify his 

excommunication.” On motion the resolution was laid on the table till the following 

charge presented by bro. Sanders could be considered. 1. False accusation against the 

Executive Committee of a violation of contract. 

 Specifications- (1) His complaint before the Baptist Convention at Macon (2) His 

suit in court (3) Repeated complaints to different individuals. 

2. Opprobrious epithets used against the Ex. Committee  

Specification – Calling them a selfish clique and using other similar terms in relation to 

them on various occasions.  

3. The maintenance of a spirit of animosity or ill feeling for the last six years, manifested 

in word tone and manner, on almost every occasion of our intercourse.  

4. The indulgence of a spirit of litigation manifest in his resignation of his membership in 

the Board of Commissioners of the Town and commencing a lawsuit, when he had in his 

own hand the entire means of redress of all his grievances. 
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5. Indiscriminate, slanderous charges against the people of this community. 

 Specification – The Editorial in the Banner of the 8th March. 

 On motion the conference was adjourned to 2 o’clock p. m. 

2 o’clock – Brother Brantly was not present and the charges were laid on the table for the 

consideration of other business. 

 The committee appointed to correspond with Bro. Boyd presented as their report, 

a letter from him, in which he acknowledged the charge, professed to have repented of 

his offence and desired the forgiveness of the church. His acknowledgement was 

considered satisfactory and the committee was discharged. 

 The committee appointed on the charge of Bro. Davant against Bro. Northen 

offered the following 

Report 

“Bro. Davant has furnished us with a written statement of his charge which is herewith 

submitted - *Document A. 

It is a fact which we believe Bro. Northen will not deny that he signed the petition 

referred to in the first and second specifications and that he obtained the signatures of 

others. A copy of this petition has been procured and is herewith submitted. – Document 

B. 

The only fact which we have ascertained in relation to the third specification is a 

conversation between Bro. Northen and Mr. Colclough. The chairman has made inquiry 

of Mr. Colclough concerning the conversation and the substance of the information is 

given in document C.”     J. L. Dagg ch- 

 The following charges of Bro. Davant were then read and disposed of: 

 “I charge Bro. Northen with unkind and unchristian conduct towards Bro. Hobbs. 

1. Specification – Bro. Northen used every effort to turn or get Bro. Hobbs turned out of 

the post office by signing a petition in which were strong insinuations derogatory to Bro. 

Hobbs’ character as an honest man. 

2. In making every effort to procure signatures to the same, by presenting to all whom he 

could approach. 

3. By using every effort to prevent Bro. Hobbs from opening and closing the mail, by 

influ- 

________________________________________________________________________ 

* These documents may be found among the Church papers. 

 

encing and persuading a person who was competent to refuse to assist him in discharging 

the duties of the office, knowing at the same time that, under all the circumstances he 

could not accomplish them without assistance.” 

Under the first specification, ‘Resolved, That the explanation of Bro. Northen in 

which he disclaimed any intention to impeach the honesty of Bro. Hobbs is considered by 

the church satisfactory so far as relates to that part of the first specification. 

Under the second, Bro. Northen confessed that he had done wrong in procuring 

signatures to the petition in a hasty manner and with excited feelings. Which 

acknowledgement was deemed a sufficient explanation. 

Under the third ‘Resolved that the statement of Mr. Colclough exculpated Bro. 

Northen”. 
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 Again took up for investigation the charges against Bro. Brantly. But as he was 

still absent the resolution for his exclusion was called for and was adopted after being 

amended as to read thus: “Resolved That in view of the charge established against Bro. 

Brantly of suspecting Bro. Northen guilty of the crime of perjury without sufficient 

grounds, together with his continued refusal to give Bro. Northen and the church a 

satisfactory explanation and acknowledgement; and in view of the further fact that Bro. 

Brantly has absented himself from the church conference without permission and failed 

to answer the charges brought against him by Bro. Sanders he be excommunicated.” 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Stillwell, Bro. Wm. H. & Sister J. M. 

Morgan. 

 Bro. Davant renewed a former request for a letter but under the circumstances it 

was not thought proper to grant it and it was laid on the table till next conference. 

 Received information of the reception of Breth. Hillyer & Anderson into the 

churches at Bethesda & Athens. 

 Moved that Bro. Carleton be informed by the Clerk of a reported charge against 

him of irreligious conduct and requested to make an explanation to the church. 

 Appointed Brethren Northen, Lansdell & Greene to inquire into the report against 

Bro. Fluker of false packing his cotton.-  Adjourned 

     T. B. Cooper, C. C. 

 

    Penfield, May 12th 1851 

 Bro. Crawford (Pastor) presided. Received Breth. Durham & Tiller as 

correspondents from Bairds. Postponed the granting of a letter to Bro. Davant till next 

conference. Also the case of Bro. Carleton from whom no information had been received. 

 The committee to whom the case of Bro. Fluker was referred reported that the 

facts were contained in letters received from Messrs. Robertson & Crocker (unreadable) 

Augusta Ga & E. Campfield Agent Schley’s factory, which (letters ) were submitted. 

After the reading of them, on motion the committee was continued, that they might make 

either by themselves or through others more particular investigations. 

 A letter was granted to sister Brantly- 

   Adjourned.  T. B. Cooper C. C. 

 

    Penfield June 7th 1851 

 After singing and prayer and a short discourse by Bro. Crawford our Pastor, the 

church met in conference. 

 A Letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Davant. A letter was read from Bro. 

Atkinson in relation to the conduct of Bro. Carleton, stating that he had probably not 

joined the Methodist Church and that his deportment lately had been much better than 

formerly. The clerk was instructed to write again to Bro. Carleton and request an 

explanation from himself. 

 The committee on the case of Bro. Fluker were unable to give a definite report 

and were continued, to request of the Breth. who examined the bale of cotton in Augusta 

a full statement of all the facts in relation to it, and submit them to the church at the next 

regular meeting. 

 Unanimously voted Bro. T. J. Earle a certificate of his exemplary Christian 

deportment during his long residence in Penfield under the watch care of the church. 
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 Moved that Mr. Brantly be furnished with a copy of the minutes relating to the 

case of difficulty between himself and Bro. Northen. And that the clerk, at his 

convenience transcribe them or make any other arrangements by which they may be 

provided. 

    Adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper Clk 

     

    Penfield, June 15th 1851 

 The Colored Church met in conference. Bro. Dews presided. Abram, servant of 

Mrs. Cox was elected to the deaconship. Adjourned. 

     Weaver Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, July 15th 1851 

 The church met in conference at the usual hour, Bro. Crawford presided. A letter 

was read from Bro. Carleton stating that he had not joined the Methodist Church – that he 

had once tried to dance but had long since ceased to dance and that he was sorry for 

having offended his brethren. On motion he was excommunicated for his want of 

penitence and indifference to the cause of Christ.  

From the facts presented by the committee in the case of Bro. Fluker he was 

considered “not guilty of the crime charged against him of false packing his cotton” and 

was acquitted accordingly. The church received the resignation of the Clerk and voted to 

him thanks for the satisfactory manner in which he had discharged the duties of the 

office. 

 Bro. J. F. Dagg was elected to fill the vacancy. 

A collection was taken up amounting to $39.50 as a part of the year’s allowance 

for sister Mary Phipps. Moved that the Treasurer strike from the list the names of all 

defaulters to previous subscriptions before submitting his next report that the needed 

amount for the expenses of the church may then be supplied.  

 Granted letters of dismission to Breth. Faulkner, Hubbard & Mallary. Received 

information that Bro. Davant had united with the church at Shiloh.  Adjourned. 

     T. B. Cooper Clk 

 

    Penfield August 9 1851 

 The Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. Read the minutes of last 

meeting and ordered the following amendments: instead of $39.50, the amount collected 

for Sister Mary Phipps should be $41.50. The election of Brother J. F. Dagg, as Clerk of 

the Church should be inserted. 

 The Treasurer reported that there was still a deficit of $2.76 on the subscription 

list to the poor fund for last year. Ordered that the deficit be paid out of the present year’s 

collections. 

 A communication was received from Brother J. W. Burney of Cave Spring 

returning his letter of dismission & asking to have his name erased from the list of 

members. He stated as his reason for failing to unite with the Church at Cave Springs his 

dissatisfaction with the proceedings of that church in certain cases. On motion, resolved 

that the pastor be requested to write to Brother Burney on the subject. 



 116 

 The following resolution was offered and laid on the table till our next regular 

meeting. 

    Resolved that it is expedient to elect an additional deacon. 

  The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 John Walker Burney was an 1848 graduate of Mercer University. He was reared 

in Madison, Georgia. He was a teacher at the Hearn School and the Georgia Deaf and 

Dumb Institute. He was judge of Morgan County Court, Moderator of Central 

Association and member of the Georgia Legislature. He was born December 2, 1829 and 

was a half-brother of Samuel A. Burney. 

 

    Penfield September 13, 1851 

 The Church met in conference today after a short exposition of scripture by Bro. 

Crawford, the Moderator. The clerk being absent, S. P. Sanford was requested to act as 

clerk pro tem Brethren from Sister churches were invited to seats with us. 

 Bro. Crawford stated that he had been appointed to write to young brother 

Burney, but in consequence of peculiar circumstances, he had not been able to do so, and 

therefore solicited the farther indulgence of the Church, which was granted. Took up the 

Resolution which was laid on the table at the last meeting relative to the election of 

another deacon. Resolution was unanimously adopted. Resolved also that in order to give 

time for brethren to vote judiciously, that election for a deacon take place at our next 

regular meeting. 

 Bro. Crawford stated that at the last meeting at Shiloh, Bro. Wm. H. Morgan & 

wife, and Sister Brantly were received into that church having previously been granted a 

regular dismission from this church. 

 Went into an election for delegates to the next Session of the Georgia Association. 

Brethren Northen and Wimberly having been appointed to count out the votes, reported 

Brethren Crawford, Sanford, Sanders and J. F. Dagg as having the highest number of 

votes. On motion it was resolved that two of these four Brethren, as they may agree 

among themselves be our delegates to the Association. 

 Voted that the Clerk be instructed to prepare the letter to the Association. 

 Resolved that the Pastor with Bro. Sanders and such other aid as may be obtained 

be a Committee to solicit funds to send up to the Association. 

 Voted to appropriate two dollars of the church funds to pay for minutes. 

 Voted also that all the funds collected during the past year at the monthly concerts 

be sent up as a part of our contributions. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother [blank] Boyd and George A. Smith. 

     (signed) S. P. Sanford 

       Clerk pro tem 

 

 After prayer meeting on Wednesday night, October 1, the Clerk read the Letter 

which he had prepared to be sent to the Association. It was unanimously adopted. By a 

vote of the Church, the name of Brother J. L. Dagg was added to the delegation. 

     J. F. Dagg Ch. Clerk 
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    Penfield Oct. 11th 1851 

 The church met in conference today, after a Short Lecture from Bro. Crawford, 

the Moderator. Brethren of Sister churches were invited to seats with us, and a door was 

opened for the admission of members. In the absence of the brother clerk, S. P. Sanford 

was requested to act as clerk pro tem. Read the minutes of the last meeting. Bro. 

Crawford stated, that in accordance with the instructions of the church, he had written to 

young brother Burney, and had received a reply from him, Stating his alienation of 

feeling from the church, and still insisting that his name might be erased from the church 

Book, and that he might be no longer considered a member. After consideration, it was 

unanimously Resolved, That as Bro. Burney renounces the fellowship of the church, his 

request be complied with, and that he be no longer regarded a member of our church. 

Bro. Sanders stated for the information of the brethren, that the amount sent up to the 

association from our church, was four hundred and thirty seven dollars*. Bro. Greene as 

the Treasurer of the church repeated that Twenty two Dollars & Seventy cents had been 

received during the past year at the Monthly Concerts. Went into an election for deacon 

when Brethren Sanders and Spalding having been appointed a Committee to count out 

the votes, reported S. P. Sanford as having been elected by the church. S. P. Sanford 

having been requested by the Church to accept the appointment, and having expressed his 

willingness to yield to their wish provided they thought he might be more useful in that 

capacity, it was then voted that it be left with brethren Crawford, Sanders and Sanford to 

decide when the ordination of the deacon shall take place. Granted a letter of dismission 

to Bro. Richards, his wife, and those of his family† who are still members with us. Also 

Granted a letter to brother Thomas B. Cooper. 

 Called the Roll and adjourned.  S. P. Sanford 

        Clk. pro tem 

* Amount acknowledged in the Minutes $448.90 including $4 Minutes 

†Miss Amelia Richards is the only one included in this specification. 

 

 

    Penfield, November 8, 1851 

 After religious services by the Pastor, the Church went into conference. Read 

Articles of Faith, Covenant, Rules of Decorum, and Minutes of last meeting. Corrected 

the Minutes respecting the amount sent up to the Association, and the granting of letters 

to Bro. Richards family. 

 Granted another letter of dismission to Brother B. M. Hubbard, the former letter 

having failed to reach him. 

 Took-up subscriptions for church purposes, and for the pastoral fund. Instructed 

the deacons to inquire what will be a proper amount for this church to raise for pastoral 

services.    Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Ch. Clerk 

 

 Ordination of a Deacon, November 5, 1851 

  (ought to have been inserted before last minutes) 

After a discourse by brother S. G. Hillyer on  the duties pertaining to the 

Deaconship, Brother S. P. Sanford was set apart to the office of deacon by Elders 

Crawford, J. L. Dagg, Mell, S. G. Hillyer, J. F. Hillyer, and J. F. Dagg; brother J. F. 
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Hillyer leading in prayer. After a charge by the Pastor, brother Crawford, the right hand 

of fellowship was given by the presbytery and by the deacons of the church. 

     J. F. Dagg Ch. Clerk 

 

 Received notice from the Columbus Church that they received Brother R. D. 

Mallary into membership on the 4th ult. 

 

    Penfield, Dec. 12th 1851 

After short appropriate religious services by Bro. Sanders the Church met in 

Conference, Bro. Sanders acting as moderator. The brother clerk being absent, S. P. 

Sanford was requested to act as clerk pro tem The Deacons, who were appointed at the 

last conference to inquire what will be a proper amount for the Church to raise for 

Pastoral Services, made this Report which was received and adopted, the principal 

purport of said Report was, a Recommendation to the Church to endeavor to raise the 

sum of Two Hundred and fifty dollars. A resolution was then passed that the Brethren 

deacons should consult among themselves as to what amount they consider it would be 

proper for each member of the Church to pay towards the support of the Pastor, and that 

they privately inform each member of the same, it being of course understood that it is 

left optionary with each individual to contribute or not as seems fitting to himself. A 

letter was received from the Newborn Church in Newton County stating that Bro. 

Richard B. Hubbard had united with their body. 

   Church adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford, Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, January 10th 1852 

After appropriate services by Bro. Crawford, the church met in conference, Bro. 

Crawford the moderator in the chair. In the absence of the Bro. Clerk, S. P. Sanford was 

requested to act as clerk pro tem The Deacons having been unable to accomplish the 

assessment requested by the church at the last Conference, it was voted That longer time 

be granted them. No further business demanding attention, church adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford Clerk pro tem 

 

    Penfield February 7th 1852 

After appropriate religious services by Bro. Crawford, the church met in 

conference. Bro. Crawford the Moderator in the chair. The clerk being absent, S. P. 

Sanford was requested to act as Clerk pro tem. The Articles of Faith, and Rules of 

Decorum were read, and the Church proceeded regularly to business. 

On motion of Bro. Sanders, it was voted That all those members of the Church 

who felt themselves guilty of neglecting that Article of the Church Covenant which 

requires attention to closet & family religion, be allowed the privilege of confessing this 

fault at the next regular conference. On motion also Resolved That the Deacons be 

requested to ascertain in regard to one Brother Andrew Kennedy whether he does not 

need some aid from the church and to what extent. 

Granted a letter of dismission to Brethren F. C. Shropshire and William Bunn. 

Received a Notice from the church at Bethesda that Bro. Boyd had united with them. 
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Voted That the Church approve of the Colored branch of this church calling Boson a 

colored brother to supply them with preaching one Sabbath in each month. 

  Adjourned.   S. P. Sanford Clk. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, March 13, 1852 

 After the usual religious services, the Church met in Conference. Read the 

Minutes of last meeting and the Church Decorum. 

 Bro. Benj. Walker Jr. was received by letter from the Thomaston Baptist Church, 

Upson Co. Ga. Mrs. J. F. Dagg was received as a candidate for baptism, after relating her 

Christian experience and her change of sentiment with regard to Gospel ordinance. 

The deacons reported that Bro. Kennedy stood in need of pecuniary aid. 

 Resolved that the Deacons be instructed to present to the church at our next 

conference an estimate of all the debts now existing against us, and the probable amount 

of expenses necessary for the current year. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Bro. S. Eberhart and Sister M. E. Ryals. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 Mrs. J. F. (Rosalie Helen Horsley) Dagg was born April 6, 1827 in England and 

died February 5, 1912. She is buried in the Riverside Cemetery, Hopkinsville, Christian 

County, Kentucky. 

 

    Penfield, April 10, 1852 

 After religious exercises the Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 

 Brother W. L. Foster presented a letter of dismission from the Church at 

Independence, Texas, and was received as a member. Brother J. A. Carter was received 

by letter from the Carmel Church, Newton Co. Ga. 

 Miss Eliza J. Kennedy, and Miss Mary E. Sanders were received as candidates for 

baptism, upon the relation of their Christian experience. 

 The deacons make the following report of Church expenses for the current year: 

   150 lbs. Lard @ 10                 $15. 

    Candles                          10. 

    Wine                                3. 

Appropriated to Bro. Kennedy, whilst living      6.50 

 Miss Mary Phipps                                  60.__ 

                                                                          94.50 

 Deduct amt on hand                              12.50 

Amt. required for the current year                   $82.__ 

 

A subscription was raised to meet these expenses amounting to $65. 

 Brethren A. T. Spalding and A. E. Cloud, at the request of the Church related their 

exercises of mind respecting the work of the ministry. It was resolved that as a church we 

approve of brethren Spalding and Cloud devoting themselves to the Christian ministry 

and recommend them to pursue as thorough a course of study preparatory to this work as 

circumstances will permit. 

 Recognized Bro. W. L. Foster as a licensed minister of the gospel. 
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 Received information that the Church at Bastrop Texas had admitted Bro. B.M. 

Hubbard to membership. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 Dr. Josiah Anthony Carter was born April 26, 1830 in Newton County, Georgia  

and died May 1, 1896. He is buried in the Indian Creek Cemetery, Scottsdale, DeKalb 

County, Georgia. He married Louisa Abigail Northern, daughter of Peter Northen. She 

was born February 6, 1829 and died June 5, 1895. She is also buried at Indian Creek 

Cemetery. One of their children, Josiah Anthony Carter was born in Greene County, 

Georgia, April 21, 1858. 

 

 The ordinance of baptism was administered on Sabbath April 18 to Mrs. J. F. 

Dagg, Miss E. J. Kennedy, and Miss M. E. Sanders. 

 

    Penfield, May 7th 1852 

After appropriate religious services by Brother Crawford the Church met in 

Conference, Bro. C. the moderator in the chair. In the absence of the brother Clerk, S. P. 

Sanford was requested to act as clerk pro tem. Brethren McWhorter and Haynes appeared 

as correspondents from Baird’s church, and were invited to seats with us. Bro. Geo M. 

Patterson was received as a member by a letter of dismission from the church at Sparta. 

 Bro. A. D. Phillips from Hopewell Church in Miss. at his request, was received 

under the watch care of the church. 

   Church adjourned 

     S. P. Sanford 

      Clk. pro tem 

 

 George M. Patterson graduated from Mercer University in 1855. He was born in 

Scriven County but reared in Hancock County, Georgia. He was a teacher and served as 

principal at several high schools. 

 

    Penfield, May 29 1852 

 The Church met in conference, pursuant to an appointment made last night, to 

receive candidates for membership. In the absence of the pastor, brother J. L. Dagg was 

requested to act as moderator. 

 The following young gentlemen related their religious exercises of mind, and 

were received for baptism: DeWitt C. Williams, Jesse Mays, Jesse M. Holtzclaw, George 

Reynolds, Stephen B. Whipple, Rowan Green, Jno. H. Brinson, Jos. E. Fripp.     Mr. Wm 

J. Tucker related his experience and on motion, a committee consisting of Brethren J. L. 

Dagg, Hillyer, Mell, Martin, Sanford & J. F. Dagg was appointed to confer with Mr. 

Tucker more fully. This committee recommended his reception and their 

recommendation was adopted. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

Dewitt C. Williams graduated from Mercer University in 1854. 

Jesse Mays is shown in the Forsyth, Monroe County, Georgia 1870 census where 

he is listed as 38 years old, occupation teacher. He was born March 13, 1832 and died 
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September 20, 1901 and is buried in the Cabaniss Baptist Church Cemetery, Monroe 

County, Georgia. 

Jesse A. Holtzclaw was born and reared in Greene County, Georgia. He 

graduated from Mercer University in 1856. He lived in Bibb County and Whitfield 

County, Georgia and Hamilton County, Tennessee. He was judge of the Twenty-Third 

District, United States Court. He was born in 1836 and died July 13, 1898. He is buried 

in the Forest Hills Cemetery, Chattanooga, Hamilton County, Tennessee. 

Stephen Bennett Whipple was born November 16, 1833 in Wilkinson County, 

Georgia. He died July 28, 1915 and is buried in the Cedar Hill Cemetery, Cochran, 

Bleckley County, Georgia. 

Joseph Eddings Fripp served in Company A, 11th South Carolina Infantry, CSA. 

He was killed while serving in the Confederate Army in 1862. He is buried Beaufort, 

South Carolina. 

William J. Tucker is shown in the 1870 Emanuel County census as a 33 year old 

school teacher living in Canoochee. 

 

    Penfield June 5, 1852 

 Another called conference was held today. Bro. Hillyer was called to the chair, 

and Bro. Spalding appointed Clerk pro tem. After prayer, the door of the church was 

opened, and Mr. T. W. West, and Mr. V. T. Sanford, upon a satisfactory relation of their 

Christian experience, were received into the membership of the Church. 

 On motion of Bro. J. L. Dagg, Bro. Hillyer was appointed, in consequence of the 

sickness of our pastor, to administer the ordinance of baptism to the young candidates 

who during the meeting have been received into the church. 

    (signed) 

A. T. Spalding Clk p. t. 

 

 

 Rev. Thomas Butler West was born February 26, 1833 and died May 4, 1898. He 

is buried in the Thomson City Cemetery, McDuffie County, Georgia. He was a student at 

Mercer University. His father was John Quinn West. 

 Vincent Thornton Sanford was born December 2, 1834 and died March 8, 1895. 

He is buried in the Greensboro City Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. He was the son 

of Daniel Sanford. 

 Vincent Thornton Sanford graduated from Mercer University in 1854. He was 

principal of Mercer High School, Penfield, Georgia; president of Southwest Georgia 

Agriculture College, Cuthbert; principal at Crawfordville, LaGrange, Harlem, 

Woodville, and Waynesboro.  

 

On Sabbath morning, June 6, the ordinance of baptism was administered to all the 

candidates who have been received, except Mr. West. 

 

    Penfield June 12th 1852 

After appropriate religious services by Brother Mell, the church met in 

conference, Bro. Mell acting as moderator. In the absence of the Bro. Clerk, S.P. Sanford 

was requested to act as clerk pro tem. The door of the church was opened for the 
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admission of members, when Miss Martha Macon, Henderson Cogburn, Eden Taylor, 

Joseph McWhorter, Quintilian Harvard, Abner P. Northen and James M. Griffin related 

experiences of Grace and were received for baptism. Bro. David W. Lester from the 

Baptist church in Abbeville S. C. was received by a letter of dismission. Brethren [blank] 

Compere and [blank] Stevens from Miss. were received under the watch care of the 

church. 

Baptism was appointed tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

Church then adjourned.    S. P. Sanford 

        Clk. pro tem 

 

 Henderson H. Cogburn was born in 1834 and died in 1912. He is buried in the 

Pine Grove Cemetery, Eatonton, Putnam County, Georgia. He served in Company B, 3rd 

Georgia Infantry, CSA during the Civil War. 

 Eden Taylor was born November 8, 1834 and died February 27, 1915. He is 

buried in the Mount Zion Church Cemetery, Bolingbroke, Monroe County, Georgia. 

While a student at Mercer University he boarded in the home of Shaler Granby Hillyer. 

He graduated in the class of 1854. 

 Joseph McWhorter was born January 11, 1832 and died September 15, 1901. He 

is buried in the McWhorter Cemetery, Oglethorpe County, Georgia. 

 Quintillian Lamar Havard was born in 1834 and died in 1893. He is buried in the 

Havard Cemetery, Laurens County, Georgia. He was a Lieutenant with the 5th Georgia 

Cavalry, CSA. He was a prisoner of war held at Johnston Island. 

 Abner Peter Northen was born June 22, 1833, Penfield, Georgia and died 

September 14, 1852. He is buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. He 

was the son of Peter Northen and the brother of Georgia governor William J. Northen. 

 James Madison Griffin was born February 24, 1836 in Abbeville District, South 

Carolina and died March 24, 1916. He is buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene 

County, Georgia. He graduated from Mercer University in 1855. While a student at 

Mercer he boarded at Mrs. Stow’s Boarding House which was directly across the street 

from the Mercer University Chapel.  

 

On Sabbath morning, June 13th, the ordinance of baptism was administered to all 

the candidates mentioned above, together with Thos. B. West who had been received at a 

previous conference. 

     S. P. S. 

 

    Penfield June 19 1852 

 The Church held a called conference to receive members. Mrs. OKeefe, Mrs. 

Selleck & Mrs. Hankinson, A. J. Cheney, J. E. Willet, D. C. OKeefe, Jos. H. Malone, 

James O. Goodale, G. H. Daniel, C. B. Mitchell, James F. Sweet related their religious 

exercises of mind and were received as candidates for baptism. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 Aquila J. Chaney graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1855. He was 

a business man, planter, capitalist and at his death left the college a legacy amounting to 
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more than $30,000.  Judge Aquila J. Cheney was born June 1, 1833 and died April 20, 

1895. He is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia 

 Professor Joseph E. Willet graduated from Mercer University in the class of 

1846. He studied one year at Yale University and then served as professor of Chemistry 

and Natural Philosophy at Mercer for forty-seven years, 1847-1893. He was the author 

of “Wonders of Insect Life”. In January, 1851 he married Emily Sanders, daughter of 

Billington M. Sanders, first president of Mercer University. Joseph Edgerton Willet was 

born November 17, 1826 and died February 12, 1897. He is buried in the Riverside 

Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. 

 Dr. Daniel Cornelius O’Keefe was born October, 1828 in County Limerick, 

Ireland and died August 8, 1871. He graduated from the Medical College of Augusta and 

began his practice in Penfield, Georgia. He later settled in Atlanta and provided surgical 

services to the Confederacy during the war. He was the founder of the Atlanta Public 

Schools. He is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia. 

[Atlanta and Environs, by Franklin Garrett, page 822] 

 Joseph Henderson Malone was born March 6, 1833 at Penfield, Greene County, 

Georgia. He graduated from Mercer University in 1853 and boarded at Mrs. Stow’s 

Boarding House while a student at Mercer. According to his obituary in the Calhoun 

Times, May 11, 1899, he graduated from the Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, 

PA. During the Civil War he refugeed with his family to Terrell County, Georgia and 

then entered Confederate service where he was assigned to serve as a surgeon at 

Anderson prison. He died May 9, 1899 and is buried in the Fain Cemetery, Calhoun, 

Gordon County, Georgia. 

 

 James Otis Goodale was born July 26, 1823 in Hancock County, Maine. 

According to census records he was in Bibb County, Georgia in 1860, in Brunswick, 

Glynn County, Georgia in 1870 and in Alachua County, Florida in 1880. He was a 

master carpenter and contractor and builder. 

 George H. Daniell was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University. He boarded at 

Mrs. Stow’s Boarding House while a student at Mercer. He was an attorney and died 

October 29, 1868 at his father’s (Rev. David Gonton Daniell) home near Savannah from 

the effects of the war. He is buried at Laurel Grove Cemetery (North), Savannah, 

Chatham County, Georgia.  

Charles B. Mitchell was born in 1835 and died in 1904. He is buried at the 

Bethesda Cemetery, Union Point, Greene County, Georgia. 

 James F. Sweet was born in 1829 and died May 26, 1855. He is buried in the 

Greensboro City Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. 

 

 On Sabbath morning, June 20, the ordinance of baptism was administered to all 

the candidates mentioned above. 

 

    Penfield June 26 1852 

 The Church met in conference to receive candidates for baptism. Miss [blank]      

Wilkins, Mrs. A. [blank] Macon & Mrs. Cordale & Messrs. J. R. Sanders & A. H. Randle 

upon relation of their Christian experience were received. Mr. Thos Janes related his 

Christian exercises, and desired to resume his church connexion. A committee consisting 
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of Brethren L. Greene & S. P. Sanford was appointed together with Bro. S. G. Hillyer to 

request the Bethesda Church to restore him to fellowship.  

 After night services Mr. J. L. Branch related his experience and was received. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 James Rabun Sanders was born February 29, 1820 and died July 2, 1890. He is 

buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. He married Cordelia Janes 

January 4, 1842, daughter of Georgia State Senator Absalom Janes. 

 Augustus Henry Randle was born July 11, 1810, Greene County, Georgia and 

died December 9, 1896. He is buried in the Randle Cemetery, Union Point, Greene 

County, Georgia. He is shown in the 1860 census as A. H. Randle, age 50, physician, 

living in Penfield. 

 Thomas P. Janes was born September 11, 1823, Crawfordville, Taliaferro 

County, Georgia and died March 11, 1885. He is buried in the Janes Cemetery, Greene 

County, Georgia. According to state of Georgia Historical Marker he was the First 

Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture (1874-1879). 

 

 On Sabbath morning June 27th the ordinance of baptism was administered to the 

candidates whose names were mentioned above. 

 

    Penfield July 3 1852 

 At a called conference today, the following gentlemen related their exercises of 

mind and were received as suitable candidates for baptism: W. J. Hale, Jno. R. Brown & 

Eugenius A. Whittaker. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 Eugenius Whitaker, age 14, is listed in the 1850 Greene County, Georgia census 

in the household of Sarah Asbury, age 64. 

 

 On Sabbath morning, July 3, the ordinance of baptism was administered to W. J. 

Hale & Jno. R. Brown. Also to Mary, a colored woman belonging to P. S. Whitman. 

 

    Penfield July 10th 1852 

After appropriate religious services by Bro.Mell, the church met in conference, 

Bro. Mell by request of the church acting as moderator. The Brother Clerk being absent, 

S. P. Sanford was requested to act as clerk pro tem. The door of the church was then 

opened for the admission of members, and visiting Brethren invited to seats with us. It 

having been reported to the church that our Sister Kennedy needs the attention of a nurse 

during her sickness, It was voted That the Deacons be authorized to procure such 

attendance for her, as in their judgment she requires. Granted a letter of dismission to 

Bro. E. J. Greene. 

 Voted that our Communion Service, instead of being on the Second Sunday in 

August, be held tomorrow, provided it meets with the approbation of our Pastor. 

     S. P. Sanford 

      Clerk pro tem 

 

    Penfield July 11, 1852 
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 The ordinance of baptism was administered this day (Sabbath 3 p. m.) to 

Eugenius A. Whittaker. 

 

    Penfield July 14 1852 

 At a called Conference held this evening Mrs. Maria Sanford related her Christian 

experience, and her change of views as to Gospel ordinances, and was received as a 

candidate for baptism. 

 Ordered that a letter of dismission be granted to Brother Aaron E. Cloud, and that 

a copy of the resolution of the Church respecting his license be annexed thereto. 

     J. F. Dagg 

 

 Maria Frances Dickerman Sanders was the wife of Shelton Palmer Sanford. They 

were married July 30, 1840 in Penfield, Georgia. She was born January 19, 1819 in 

Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts and died July 3, 1891. She is buried in the 

Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. 

 

 On Sabbath morning July 18 the ordinance of baptism was administered to Mrs. 

Sanford, and Caroline, a colored woman belonging to Prof. P. H. Mell. 

 

    Penfield August 7 1852 

 In the absence of the pastor, Brother S. P. Sanford was called to the chair. Read 

the minutes of last meeting & the Rules of Decorum. 

  The Committee appointed to confer with the Bethesda Church in relation to the 

case of Dr. T. P. Janes presented a letter from that church enclosing the letter of Dr J 

requesting them to withdraw his name from their membership. The action of the Bethesda 

Church was embraced in the following resolution: “Resolved that upon hearing the 

request of the Penfield Church, through her committee, in reference to the reception of 

Dr. T. P. Janes to membership, we cordially submit his case, together with a copy of the 

letter upon which he was excluded from this church, to the wisdom of the Penfield 

Church; and believing that their action will be right, we shall cheerfully acquiesce in the 

result” The letter of Dr. Janes was then read from which it appeared that his plea for 

withdrawal was founded upon a conviction that he had never been born again. After 

reading the action of this church on the ’26 of June it was unanimously 

 Resolved that Dr. T. P. Janes be received into our fellowship.*  

 Information was received from Richland Church, Twiggs Co that Bro. Wm Bunn 

was admitted into their membership in February last; & from Athens Church that Bro. S. 

Eberhart was received by them, last month. 

 Conference then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 *The right hand of fellowship was then extended to him by all the members 

present. 

 

    Penfield August 11, 1852 

 After the regular exercises of prayer meeting this evening, Bro. T. D. Martin 

presiding, a letter of dismission was granted to Brother T. P. Janes, and his wife Sister E. 

J. Janes. 
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     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 Emily Eliza Fish Janes, 1824-1894, was the wife of Thomas P. Janes. 

 

    Penfield, September 11 1852 

 In the absence of the Pastor, Bro. Sanford was called to the Chair. Read minutes 

of last meeting and the Rules of Decorum. 

 Received Sister Susan Coshew into fellowship by a letter of dismission from the 

Greensboro Baptist Church. 

 A letter was received from Brother N. M. Crawford resigning the pastoral charge 

of this church in consequence of ill-health. On motion the resignation was accepted & the 

following resolution adopted: 

    Resolved, that the members of the Church be requested, 

both in public and in private worship, to supplicate Divine guidance as to our duty in this 

matter. 

 Requested the deacons to obtain temporary supplies during the vacancy of the 

pastoral office. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Brother & Sister O’Keefe & to Sister Hubbard. 

 Brother Green resigned his office as Treasurer. His resignation was accepted, and 

Brother S. P. Sanford was chosen to fill the vacancy. 

   Conference then adjourned 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

    Penfield, September 22, 1852 

 The Church met in conference after prayer meeting according to appointment. 

Bro. Mell was called to the chair. 

 Elected Brethren Sanford and Willet delegates to the Georgia Association. In case 

of the failure of these, the three brethren whose names were next in order in the balloting 

viz  J. L. Dagg, N. M. Crawford, & J. F. Dagg were instructed to fill the vacancy from 

their number. 

 Appointed Brother Willet to make the usual collection to be sent to the 

Association. 

 Instructed the Clerk to prepare the annual letter. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother Q. Harvard. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 At the Wednesday night prayer meeting Sept. 29 the letter prepared by the Clerk 

was read and approved. Brother Wimberly & the Clerk were requested to obtain the 

statistics of the colored members. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 A conference was called after prayer meeting, October 6, Brother Hillyer acting 

as moderator. All the delegates elected to the Association who were present having 

declined to serve, except J. F. Dagg, it was resolved to elect an additional delegate. 

Brother Wm H. Davis was elected. 
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 Brother Willet reported that $ [blank] had been collected to be sent to the 

Association. 

 Brother Green reported that $ [blank] had been collected at the monthly concerts 

for prayer in behalf of missions. 

 Appropriated two dollars out of the treasury for printing minutes of the 

Association. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother James F. Sweet. 

 The following resolution was introduced and laid on the table: 

 Resolved that we unite with the Georgia Baptist Convention, in observing the last 

Sabbath in this month, as a day of fasting and prayer, that God will send forth more 

laborers into his harvest, and that our deacons be requested to cooperate with the Faculty 

in endeavoring to procure some one to preach a suitable sermon on that occasion. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

     

    Penfield, October 9 1852 

 The church met this day for conference, and, in the absence of the pastor, brother 

S. P. Sanford was requested to act as moderator. The Clerk also being absent, J. E. Willet 

was appointed to serve as Clerk pro tem. After the reading of a portion of scripture and 

prayer, the minutes of the previous meetings were read & approved. The resolution laid 

on the table at the called conference of last Wednesday evening was called up and 

adopted. On motion, a subscription was opened to defray the expenses of Bro. Kennedy’s 

funeral, the hire of a nurse during recent sickness in his family & other expenses incurred 

at the same time. Forty dollars was subscribed; any surplus left after meeting the above 

necessities to go into the treasury to defray the current expenses of the church. Granted a 

letter of dismission to Bro. A. H. Randle. 

 A letter was read from the Union Church, Talbot Co. stating that Brother A. J. 

McDonald had been admitted by that church to exercise as a Licentiate Minister and 

recommending him to the prayer and Christian regard of this church. 

  Conference then adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet 

      Clerk pro tem 

 

 Andrew Jackson McDonald was born February 24, 1831 in Walton County, 

Georgia. He served in the 9th Georgia Regiment, Company C, CSA during the Civil War. 

He was wounded, permanently disabled and captured at Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. He 

died April 14, 1912 and is buried in the Old Union Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery, 

Wayside, Fayette County, Alabama. 

   

    Penfield October 20 1852 

 After prayer meeting Brother Mell was called to the Chair for the purpose of 

giving the Church an opportunity to make arrangements for filling the vacancy 

occasioned by the resignation of Brother Crawford as our Pastor. 

 Appointed next Saturday morning to hold a conference for the election of a 

Pastor. In view of the duty before us at that time, as well as the affliction of our late 

Pastor resolved that we prepare for the occasion by fasting and prayer. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 
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    Penfield October 23, 1852 

 According to appointment the Church met in conference, Brother Sanford being 

called to the chair, conducted the service of the hour; after which it was resolved that we 

proceed to the election of a pastor. 

 Brother Hillyer having received a majority of votes, it was resolved that he be 

considered the unanimous choice of the church. 

 Resolved that we will endeavor to raise $200 as the pastor’s salary for the ensuing 

year. 

 Resolved that the deacons be instructed to inform Brother Hillyer of his election, 

and to request him to serve this Church at least one Sabbath in the month, besides 

presiding at the concert of prayer for missions and the week day meetings of the church, 

and attending to such other pastoral duties as may not interfere with his college duties. 

     J. F. Dagg, clerk 

 Brother Hillyer accepted the call on Wednesday night October 27, 1852. 

 

    Penfield November 13th 1852 

 The Church met for the Quarterly Conference. Our Pastor being absent; brother J. 

F. Dagg was requested to act as Moderator, and J. E. Willet as Clerk pro tem. After 

singing and prayer, the door of the church was opened, but no applicants presented 

themselves. Invited brethren from other churches to seats with us. Read the Articles of 

Faith, the Church Covenant and the Rules of Decorum. 

 Brother Greene reported that Bro. Crawford had received during the past year 

$132.50, in addition to which $8.00 are available on the old subscription. On motion, it 

was then resolved, That this church recognize Bro. Crawford as having served Six 

months during the present year; and that he receive $100 as his compensation. A 

subscription was then opened, and $86.50 subscribed. The subscription was then 

committed to the Deacons for additions and collections. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. B. M. Polhill. 

 Brethren Fluker, Goodale, Hobbs, T. Morgan, Matthews and D. H. Sanders 

having been absent, repeatedly, without rendering excuses, Brethren L. Greene & J. R. 

Sanders were appointed a Committee to see the three first, and Brethren P. Northen & S. 

P. Sanford a Committee to visit the three last named. The Clerk was directed to write to 

Brethren A. R. Harper & J. H. Ware, who have removed beyond our bounds, without 

taking letters or making any arrangements with the Church. 

  Conference then adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet  Clerk pro tem 

 

 The following minutes of conference held with the colored branch of this church 

have been placed in my hands, the book belonging to that branch having been lost. 

      J. F. D. 

 July 17, 1852 – African church met in conference. After singing & prayer the 

door of the church was opened, when Caesar Northen who had been expelled from the 

church on a charge of theft presented himself for re-admission. After a statement of his 

feelings, the brethren being satisfied of his repentance, he was cordially received again 

into the fellowship of the church. Mary Whitman & Caroline Mell also presented 
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themselves for examination which proving satisfactory they were received as candidates 

for baptism. 

     H. T. Wimberly Clerk pro tem 

 

 Henry Thomas Wimberly was born December 30, 1834 in Twiggs County, 

Georgia. He died May 27, 1854 and is buried in the Wimberly Cemetery, Jeffersonville, 

Twiggs County, Georgia. He was a brother of Frederick Ezekiel Wimberly and George 

Welch Wimberly. He was an 1853 graduate of Mercer University. 

 

 Nov. 28, 1852. African Church met in conference, Brother Hillyer, the pastor 

presiding. After singing & prayer, opened the door of the church for the reception of 

members when Peter a colored man belonging to Col. Willis presented himself for 

examination and after the relation of his Christian experience, and the profession of his 

repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he was received as a candidate 

for baptism. 

 Granted letters of dismission to brother Dick, and to sisters Jane, Caroline, Phillis, 

& Ann servants belonging to D. Cheney. 

 Conference was dismissed by Bro. Hillyer. 

     Henry T. Wimberly Clerk pro tem 

 

    Penfield December 11 1852 

 Church met in conference, Bro. Hillyer, the Pastor in the Chair. 

 Brother Greene reported that he had seen brethren Hobbs and Goodale & 

requested them to attend the conference and present excuses for absence. Brother J. R. 

Sanders reported that he had spoken to brother Fluker relative to his absence. Bro. Fluker 

stated that he had absented himself in order to give the church an opportunity to cut him 

off from fellowship. 

 Brother Hobbs presented his excuse which was received.  

 Brother Goodale being still absent, the committee consisting of brethren Greene 

& J. R. Sanders was appointed to see him again concerning his absence. 

 The case of brother Fluker was referred to a committee consisting of brethren 

Greene, J. R. Sanders & Northen who were instructed to labor with him to convince him 

of his error. 

 Brother Matthews was excused for absence at the last two conferences. 

 Brother Sanford in behalf of the other Committee appointed to see absent 

members, reported progress & was allowed further time. 

 The Clerk stated that he had written to brethren Harper & Ware, and had received 

a letter from brother Harper. His reason for failing to obtain a letter of dismission was 

deemed satisfactory but while a motion to grant him a letter was pending, brother Wm. 

Morgan stated that he had seen a letter from brother Harper to Mr. Colclough which was 

exceptionable. A committee consisting of brethren Morgan, Dagg & Davis was appointed 

to investigate the conduct of brother Harper since his removal, especially with reference 

to the letter mentioned above. 

 Granted letters of dismission to brother and sister Carter, and to brother Foster. 

  Conference then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 
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    Penfield, January 8 1853 

 After religious services, the Church met in Conference, the pastor in the chair. 

 Received by letter Brother D. G. Daniel and sisters Mary J. and Elvira C. Daniel 

from the Atlanta Baptist Church; and sister Sarah Daniel from the Savannah Baptist 

Church. 

 The Committee on the case of brother Fluker reported that he still persisted in his 

wish to be excluded, having been forming this determination for three or four years. It 

was therefore resolved that brother Fluker be separated from the fellowship of the church, 

at his request and for repeated absences & refusal to acquiesce in the labors of the 

Committee.  

 A letter was read from brother Thos. H. Morgan and giving an excuse for repeated 

absences. His excuse was received.  

 Brother D. H. Sanders stated that his residence in Greensboro had put it out of his 

power to attend the conferences of the church, & requested a letter of dismission. The 

excuse was received, and a letter ordered to be granted. 

 The Committee on brother Harper’s case brought forward a letter which he wrote 

to Messrs. Colclough & Co. containing profane language. The Clerk was instructed to 

write to brother Harper respecting this letter. 

 Resolved that brother Ware be excluded from fellowship for repeated absences, 

and for failing to render an excuse when written to on the subject. 

 Brother Goodale was excused for absence 

 Resolved that the deacons be instructed to search for the subscription list made for 

Church purposes in April last, to collect as much of it as possible, and report at our next 

conference how much deficiency there may be in paying the debts of the Church last 

year. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Sister Eliza J. Kennedy. 

  Conference then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 Rev. David Gonto Daniell pastored the Powelton Baptist Church 1839-1845. He 

founded the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia in 1848 and served as the first 

pastor 1848-1854. In 1855 he was appointed to the Foreign Mission Board in Savannah, 

Georgia. He was born May 14, 1808 and died September 3, 1884. He is buried in the 

Laurel Grove Cemetery (North), Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia. 

 

 

    Penfield, February 12, 1853 

 The church met in conference, after religious services, the pastor Bro. Hillyer in 

the chair. Read the articles of faith, Church Covenant & rules of decorum. 

 Received by letter Brother Thos. A. Reed from the Gainesville Church; and sister 

Anna Macon from the Madison Church as members of the church. Received brother 

Jonathan Davis, a member of the Newnan Church under our watch care. 

 The Clerk read a letter which he had received from brother Harper, 

acknowledging his unfitness for church membership without answering to the charge 

preferred against him. Resolved that he be excluded from our fellowship. 
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 The deacons reported the following liabilities of the church prior to January 1, 

1853. 

           for  1850          $12. 

                                  “    1851              2.76 

            “    1852         100.10 including $13 for which 

the Shiloh Church is in part liable    114.86 

 To meet these liabilities, they have the following means: 

 Available subscriptions 33.50 

    Cash on hand                     __6.40 

                                                            39.90 leaving a debt of  

$74.76 unprovided for. The deacons had paid over $5 to brother James B. Taylor without 

the sanction of the Church. 

 Resolved that the above appropriation to brother Taylor be now sanctioned by the 

Church. 

 A subscription was raised to meet the above debt, amounting to $81.  

 Granted letters of dismission to brethren W.J. Hale & S. B. Whipple. 

 The pastor read a letter from Elder B. Langford, expressing his belief that Dr. 

Thos. G. Macon who was excluded by this church in April 1842, was a true penitent, and 

requesting us to take measures for his restoration to the privileges of Church membership. 

It was therefore resolved that having heard with satisfaction of Dr. Macon’s views and 

feelings through brother Langford, we commend his case to the consideration of our 

Sister Church in Watkinsville, and refer to them the decision of the question concerning 

his restoration to Church fellowship. Resolved also, that the Clerk be instructed to write 

to brother Langford, acquainting him with our actions in the case, and giving him a copy 

of the minutes containing a record of Dr. Macon’s exclusion. 

 Brother Green reported that $96 had been paid to brother Crawford on account of 

his pastoral services last year leaving $4 yet unpaid. This balance was immediately 

contributed, and placed in brother Greene’s hands. 

  Adjourned 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 Rev. Thomas Alfred Reid was born November 23, 1828 in Hall County, Georgia. 

He died June 21, 1902 and is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan 

County, Texas.  

 Jonathan Billington Sanders Davis was born January 1, 1833, Greene County, 

Georgia. He was Professor of Belles Letters in the Cherokee Baptist College, Cassville, 

Georgia. He was admitted to the bar in Newnan in 1858. He was a member of the 

Constitutional Convention of Georgia, 1865, from Jackson County, Georgia. He died 

December 1, 1913 and is buried in the Davis Cemetery, Newnan, Coweta County, 

Georgia. 

 

 On Sabbath day, after Communion service (Feb. 13) it was resolved that the last 

Thursday in this month be observed as a day of prayer for colleges, and that the church 

meet for prayer on Thursday night. 

 

    Penfield, March 12  1853 
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 The Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 

 Received under the watch-care of the Church, brother Beck of the McDonough 

Church, and brother [blank] Dyer of the Fayetteville Church. Brother R. T. Asbury was 

admitted to membership by letter from the Crawfordville Church. 

 Granted letters of dismission to brother & sister Goodale, to brother N. M. 

Crawford and to sister Sarah Sapp. 

 Notice was received, that brother Hale had been received into the Shiloh Church. 

 Brother Tucker stated to the church that he had been guilty of intemperance, and 

other misconduct when intoxicated, and professed penitence on account of these sins. 

Resolved that the case be laid over till next meeting. 

 The pastor read a letter from brother Philip Davant, stating that he did not believe 

he was a Christian, and that he wished his name erased from the list of church members. 

Appointed a committee, consisting of brethren McCall & Davis to confer with brother 

Davant in reference to this case. 

  Adjourned 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

     

Penfield April 9, 1853 

 The Church met in conference, after religious services by the pastor. 

 Received brother L. L. Andrews, Sister Sally Andrews, brethren Jonathan D. & 

George W. Andrews, Sister N. A. Andrews & Sister R. Mays, by letters of dismission 

from the Smyrna Baptist Church. Received brother A. S. Worrel by a letter from the 

LaGrange Baptist Church. 

 Received the following report of the Committee appointed to see brother Philip 

Davant. 

 The com. charged with the duty of laboring with brother P. Davant beg to submit 

the following: That by a free and full conversation with brother Davant, we find him 

entertaining the firm conviction that he never has been the subject of saving grace, & that 

consequently it is best for his connection with us as a church member to be dissevered; 

and that it is still his wish to request that the church erase his name from her books. 

 Bro. Davant also expressed the hope that at some future day, he might be truly 

pious; and he thanked us for the interest we took in his welfare. 

     G. R. McCall 

     W. H. Davis 

 Resolved that the connexion of brother P. Davant with this church be dissevered. 

 Took up the case of brother Tucker and found him absent. Laid it over till next 

meeting and appointed a Committee consisting of the pastor, W. H. Davis, & J. F. Dagg 

to confer with him. 

 By request, brethren Kilpatrick, Wimberly and Reed the views which they 

entertained of their personnel obligation respecting the ministry. 

 Resolved that the Church, having heard with pleasure the statements of brethren 

Kilpatrick and Reed, approve their devotion to the work of the gospel ministry, and 

recommend that they pursue such a course of study as will best fit them for this work. 

 Resolved that we testify to the Church of which bro. Wimberly is a member our 

approbation of his Christian course, and our desire that he may devote himself to the 

ministry, and pursue such a course of study as will best fit him for the work. 
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 Granted letters of dismission to brother Jesse Mays and brother Thos. Morgan. 

 Received notice that brother N. M. Crawford had been admitted to membership 

into the Shiloh Church. 

   Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

 Dr. Lunceford L. Andrews 1801-1881 is buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene 

County, Georgia. His five sons all attended Mercer University. Jack Lumpkin Andrews 

graduated in 1856. He was a physician in Penfield and died in 1860. John Davis 

Andrews also graduated in 1856 and was a physician. He is shown in the 1870 census in 

Americus and in the 1880 census he is in Thomasville. Joseph R. Andrews graduated in 

the class of 1858. He was a teacher in Pulaski County, Georgia. He died at Calhoun, 

Georgia in 1863 in service of the CSA. Cicero C. Andrews was also a physician. He died 

August 9, 1878 and is buried in the Liberty Hill Cemetery, Acworth, Georgia. He was 34 

years old at the time of his death. George William Andrews was a physician and 

practiced in Stewart County and Sumter County, Georgia. He was born May 16, 1836 

and died January 7, 1915. He is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery, Troy, Pike County, 

Alabama. 

Adolphus Spalding Worrell was born March 3, 1831 in Newton County, Georgia. 

He died July 31, 1908 and is buried in the Eastern Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson 

County, Kentucky. He was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University.  

 He was professor of Latin and Greek, Mississippi College; of Greek and Hebrew 

in Union University, Tennessee; president of Mt. Lebanon University; of Baptist Female 

College, Lexington, Kentucky; of California College and editor of Western Recorder.  

 

 Colored Conference March 27, 1853 – Met after divine services by brother Davis. 

Opened the door of the Church and received by letter from Powelton Church, Grace 

belonging to Mr. Phelps. 

     S. W. Stephens C. C. pro tem 

 

    Penfield May 7, 1853 

 Church met in conference, after religious services, the pastor in the chair. 

 Received Sister Mary Phelps by letter from the Powelton Church. 

 The Com. on the case of brother Tucker reported that they had an interview with 

brother T. and had learned from him that he believed for a little while that he was 

penitent on account of his transgression but he afterwards became satisfied that he had 

never been the subject of grace; consequently he had absented himself from the last 

conference and upon hearing this report, it was resolved that he be excluded from our 

fellowship. 

 Appointed the following brethren to attend the meeting of the colored people on 

Sunday night viz brother Wm Morgan on the 1st Sabbath night in each month; brother J. 

R. Sanders on the 2nd; brother L. L. Andrews on the 3rd; brother L. Greene on the 4th, & 

brother Lansdal on the 5th. 

 Appointed brother Greene to keep a record of the colored people’s conferences; to 

be reported at each regular conference of the church and recorded in the Clerk’s book. 
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 Sanctioned the purchase of a new Bible made by brother Greene, for the Church, 

and collected the necessary amount for the payment of the same. Agreed that the new 

Bible should be used in Sabbath day services, and the old one at the prayer meetings 

during the week. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

    Penfield May 8   1853 

 After night service a called conference of the Church was held, at which a letter of 

dismission was granted to Sister Mahitable Peirce. 

     J. F. D. 

 

    Penfield June 11, 1853 

 Church met in conference after religious services by the pastor. 

 Brother Greene made an application from the colored people for leave to have 

services on Sabbath afternoon instead of night, during the long days. 

 Information was received from the Baptist Church at Burnt Corn, Ala called 

Bethany, that Brother W. L. Foster had been admitted to membership among them. 

 Instructed the Clerk to write to brethren M. Cheney, H. Cogburn & A. Wynn 

inquiring the cause of their repeated absence, and in the case of brother Wynn mentioning 

the existence of rumors affecting his standing as a Christian. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

    Penfield July 7, 1853 

 Church met in conference, after the usual religious exercises by the pastor. 

 Received the following report of the Clerk of the Colored conference: 

 June 5, 1853. The Colored Branch of the Baptist Church met in conference, 

Brother Field in the chair, when Mary a servant of Bro. Peter Northen presented a letter 

of dismission from Shiloh Church and was received into the fellowship of this church. 

     James H. Field, Mod 

     Lemuel Greene, Clerk 

 

 Rev. James H. Field(s) was born November, 1830 in North Carolina and died 

August 28, 1902. He is buried in the Level Creek Cemetery, Suwanee, Gwinnett County, 

Georgia. 

 

Received brother J. S. Campbell, a member of the Church under the watch care of 

this Church. 

The Clerk reported that he had written to brethren Cheney, Cogburn & Wynn, as 

instructed at the last Conference, and had received answers from the first two which were 

read. Granted letters to brethren Cheney & Cogburn in accordance with their request, and 

instructed the clerk to advise brother Cheney to join whatever church of the same faith 

and order may be the most convenient of access. 

Appointed the following brethren a committee to investigate the rumors and 

circulation respecting brother Wynn: viz. J. F. Dagg, L. L. Andrews, & S. P. Sanford. 
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Resolved to renew our correspondence with neighboring churches and appointed 

several brethren to attend their quarterly conferences as our correspondents. 

Appointed brethren Asbury, J. R. Sanders, and (in case of the failure of either) 

brother Spalding as our delegates to the General Meeting to be held at Bethesda on the 5 

Sabbath in this month. 

 Granted letters to brethren J. T. Clark & Eugenius Whitaker. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

    Penfield August 13  1853 

After the usual services the Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 

Received by letter from the Eatonton Church sister Susan S. Stow and her 

daughter Cordelia Stow. 

 

Susan S. Underwood Stow was married to Elijah Bryant Stow on August 19, 1830 

in Putnam County, Georgia. Her daughter, Cordelia Ann Stow married Josephus 

Shackelford on June 18, 1855 in Penfield, Greene County, Georgia.  

 

Brethren Davant & McWhorter appeared as correspondents from Shiloh Church 

and brother Durham from Bairds. 

The committee appointed on the case of brother Wynn, reported that they had had 

interviews with him and obtained from him, in substance, the following statement of 

facts: He acknowledged that he had on several occasions drunk intoxicating liquors, and 

that his conduct was no doubt peculiar in the judgment of many who did not understand 

his disposition, but he denied the charge of intoxication, and disavowed any intention of 

violating any rules of Christian propriety. He had no wish to withdraw from the 

fellowship of Christians, as he esteemed it a privilege to be connected with the Church. 

After a full expression of the views of the Committee, the following resolution was 

adopted. 

Resolved that, while the statements made to the Committee concerning brother 

Wynn show that he has rendered himself liable to censure, we are constrained to hope 

from the spirit which he manifests that he will endeavor to be more circumspect in his 

future course, and we therefore refrain from any further action in the case. 

 Requested the moderator to write to brother Wynn communicating to him the 

action of the church respecting him. 

 Received the following report of the colored conference 

  July 24, 1853. Brother L. W. Stephens acted as moderator. Patsy servant 

of brother B. M. Sanders appeared for membership, by experience, and was received as a 

candidate for baptism. 

    E. L. Compere Clerk pro tem 

Ebenezer Lee Compere of Pontotoc, Mississippi, took special Theology course, 

along with Sophomore and Junior work, during the sessions of 1854-55 and 1855-56 at 

Mercer University. Under the appointment and by support of the Cherokee Georgia 

Baptist Convention he went as a Missionary to the Indian Nation. His work among the 

Indians for many years was outstanding, carried forward in the midst of much privation 

and discouragement.  
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He was born February 6, 1833 in Montgomery County, Mississippi and died 

November 27, 1895. He is buried in the White Oak Cemetery, Polk County, Arkansas. 

L. W. Stephens was born in Abbeville, South Carolina June 3, 1826. He attended 

Mercer University for 18 months and pastored churches in Elbert, Lincoln and Hart 

Counties. [History of the Baptist] He died April 6, 1899 and is buried in the Northview 

Cemetery, Hartwell, Hart County, Georgia. 

 

Appointed tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock for administering the ordinance of 

baptism. 

Postponed the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper till the second Sabbath in 

September. 

    J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

No conference on Saturday, September 10, 1853 on account of the weather. 

 

After prayer meeting on Wednesday night, Sept. 14 it was resolved to hold a 

conference on next Wednesday night for the purpose of making arrangements for the 

Association. 

Granted a letter of dismission to brother James H. Kilpatrick. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

Sept. 21 According to appointment, the Church met in conference on Wednesday 

night after prayer meeting. Elected the following brethren as delegates to the Georgia 

Association: J. E. Willet & J. F. Dagg and J. L. Dagg alternate. 

Appointed a Committee consisting of brethren J. E. Willet & Wm Morgan to take 

up collections for the Association. 

Instructed the Clerk to write the annual letter. 

Granted letters of dismission to brethren Wm H. Davis & Thos. B. West. 

 Received a letter from Dr. A. B. Stroud of Pontown Sumter Co. Ga stating 

that in the fall of 1844, he had applied for a letter of dismission from this church through 

brother F. M. Haygood which he never received. As however his subsequent conduct was 

unchristian he abandoned his Christian profession. Having however recently regained his 

hope, and determined to forsake sin, he was anxious to enjoy the privileges of Church 

membership. A letter was also read from a Committee of Pond Town Church, expressing 

the desire of that body that a new letter should be granted to Dr. Stroud. Instructed the 

Clerk to write to the pastor of Pond Town Church informing him that having heard the 

request of that Church & the statements of Dr. Stroud, we are willing to submit the case 

to the Pond Town Church for such action as they think proper. 

 The inclemency of the weather having prevented the church from meeting 

on the second Sabbath in this month, it was resolved that the ordinance of the Lord’s 

Supper be attended to on next Sabbath. 

Appointed another conference on Wednesday night, October 5 for the purpose of 

hearing the letter to be sent to the Association, and the report of the collecting committee. 

Received notice that brother Cogburn had been received into the fellowship of the 

Harmony Church in Putnam Co. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 
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An adjourned conference was held on Wednesday night, October 5, 1853. 

Adopted the letter prepared by the Clerk, reporting the following statistics: baptized 2, 

received by letter 19, excluded 5, dismission 29; number of white members 94, black 25, 

total 119. 

The collecting committee reported $329   as the amount received for the 

Association. Brother Greene reported that $35.05 had been collected at the concerts of 

prayer for missions. Ordered that $2 be appropriated from the contingent fund for 

printing the minutes of the Association. 

The following brethren were received under the watch care of the church: B. A. 

Lane of Fishing Creek Church, Wilkes Co. J. W. Arnold of Sardis, Wilkes Co. & T. J. 

Wheeler of Elam Warren Co 

     J. F. Dagg   Clerk 

 

 James W. Arnold was an 1857 graduate of Mercer University. He was an 

agriculturist and resided in Wilkes County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, October 8, 1853 

 The Church met in conference to-day, Brother Hillyer the moderator in the chair. 

After appropriate religious services, a door was opened for the admission of members, 

when Wilson L. Banks & J. A. Simmons were received into the fellowship of the Church 

by letters of dismission from the church in Chambers County, Alabama. No further 

business demanding attention, church adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford Clerk pro tem 

 

 James Alexander Simmons was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University. He 

served in Company E, 39th Alabama during the Civil War. He died of a gunshot wound in 

the battle of Yellow Bayou, Louisiana, May 18, 1864. 

 

      Penfield November 12, 1853 

The Church met in conference after the usual religious exercises. The pastor took 

the chair. 
Rec’d by letter 

Brother J. T. Hand was admitted to membership by letter from the County Line 

Baptist Church in Chambers Co. Ala. 

 

 John T. Hand was an 1856 graduate of Mercer University. He was born 

and reared in Henry County, Georgia. He served as Principal of Antioch Academy, 

Troup County, Georgia and Charnwood Institute, Tyler, Texas. He was Professor of 

Latin and Greek at Texas A. and M. College and Superintendent of Schools in Brenham, 

Texas, Corsicana, Texas and Dallas, Texas. He was born in February, 1835 and died 

May 13, 1907. He is buried in the Cleburne Memorial Cemetery, Johnson County, Texas. 

 
A. Wynn’s case    
 Having learned that there are still rumors extant prejudicial to the Christian 

standing of Brother Wynn, the committee that investigated his case last summer was re-

appointed to examine into his present standing. 
Jos. Fripp’s case 
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 Brother Fripp made acknowledgements to the Church for having indulged freely 

in ardent spirits. He stated however that the extent to which he was intoxicated was 

exaggerated by rumor. Appointed a committee consisting of brethren Stevens, Weaver & 

Shackleford to investigate the substance of these rumors. 
G. Macon’s case 

 Brother Macon having made a similar confession, it was  

Resolved that the Church have heard with grief the confession of brother Macon, 

recommend to him greater watchfulness in future. 
J. Holtzclaw 

Brother Holtzclaw confessed that he had participated in a game of cards, in which 

there was no betting. He is now satisfied as to the impropriety of such an amusement, and 

has resolved to abstain from it hereafter. A resolution similar to that adopted in the 

preceding case was proposed. 
Query 

Brother McCall presented for consideration the following query: “Is it consistent 

for a Christian to engage in playing marbles when betting is practiced.” After an 

expression of opinion on the part of several members it was 

     Resolved that our pastor be requested to give his 

views, at some suitable occasion, on the subject of amusements.  

 

     Resolved that the church concur in the views 

expressed that it is sinful to bet, even for so small a value as that of a marble. 
A. J. McDonald     

Appointed a Committee consisting of brethren Stevens, Weaver & Shackleford to 

investigate the case of brother A. J. McDonald; and instructed the Clerk to inform brother 

McD. of the action of the Church. 
Deaconship 

 Brother Greene requested the Church to release him from further service as a 

deacon. His request was laid on the table. 
Joined elsewhere 

 Received information that Sister M. Peirce had joined the First Bap. Church in 

Beverly, Mass. and that Brother Eugenius Whitaker had joined the Bethesda Church in 

this county.* 

    Adjourned 

       J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

*Also that Bro. W. H. Davis had joined at Newnan. 

 

    Penfield, December 10, 1853 

 In the absence of the Pastor, Bro. Neeson was called to the chair. 
Cases postponed 

 The cases of brother Wynn, brother Fripp, & brother McDonald were continued, 

the committee not being prepared to report on them. The Pastor & Clerk were authorized 

to write to Bro. McDonald, whenever a further investigation of his case should make it 

desirable that he should be informed of the action of the Church.  
dismissed 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Tarwater. 

 The Deacons reported progress in making up the amount of pastoral fund.  

   Adjourned. 
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     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 Dr. Horace Neeson was born May 5, 1836 and died May 8, 1907. He was a 

surgeon during the Civil War, CSA. He is buried in the Lay Cemetery, Benton, Bossier 

Parish, Louisiana.  

 

    Penfield, January 7 1854 

 In the absence of the Pastor Brother Crawford was called to the chair.  
Cases postponed 

The Committee on the case of Brother Wynn reported that they had written to the 

Williams Creek Church & that they had received information of the action of that body 

only to this extent viz that the case was brought up in conference & postponed. 

The Committees on the cases of Brother Fripp & Brother McDonald were absent 

& made no report. 

  The Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 
dismission 
 

After prayer meeting on Wednesday night, February 1, a letter of dismission was 

granted to Bro. E. Taylor. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

    Penfield, February 11, 1854 

 Church met in conference, after the usual religious services. 
Received 

 Received Bro. H. Neeson (an ordained minister of the gospel) to membership by 

letter from the Grove Church, Columbia Co. Bro. Moses H. Sanders was received under 

our watch care upon the recommendation of Grove Level Church Franklin Co. 
J. Wynn, Case of McDonald 

 The cases of Brother Wynn & Brother McDonald were again postponed, no 

information having yet been obtained respecting them. The Pastor & Clerk were 

instructed to write to the Church of which Bro. McDonald is a member on obtaining from 

the Committee such facts as would make Church action necessary. 
Case of Fripp 

 The Committee on the case of Brother Fripp report that so far as they could learn, 

he had not been guilty of any thing at the time referred to in his confession, beyond what 

he had already acknowledged. The case was accordingly dismissed. 
Dismissed 

 Granted letter to brethren Rowan Greene, W. C. Durham, A. T. Spalding, Wm 

Northen, to brother D. G. Daniel & his wife, sister Mary J. Daniel, to Sisters Sarah 

Daniel, Elvira C. Daniel & Mary Jane Mallary. 
F. C. Shropshire 

 Received a letter from brother Shropshire stating that on account of his unsettled 

condition he had not joined the church while residing temporarily at Cassville, & the 

letter became void by its limitation. Having settled at Rome, he desires to become 

connected with the Church at that place. Instructed the Clerk to write to the Church at 

Rome, informing them of the facts above stated, & submitting the question of his 

reception to them. 
Prayer for Colleges 
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 Resolved that the members of the Church be recommended to observe the last 

Thursday of this month as a day of special private prayer in behalf of colleges; and that 

they be requested to meet here at night for the same object. 

   Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg Clerk 

 

 William Jonathan Northen was born July 9, 1835 in Jones County, Georgia. He 

graduated from Mercer University in 1853. He served as Governor of Georgia 1890-

1894. He was also three times elected President of the Southern Baptist Convention. He 

was a Mercer Trustee from 1869 until his death in 1913. He was the son of Peter Northen 

and Louisa Maria Davis Northen. 

 

At the weekly prayer meeting on Wednesday night February 22, Sister Martha 

Christopher was admitted to membership by letter from the Church at White Plains, 

Greene County, Georgia. 

     S. P. Sanford, Clerk pro tem 

 

 Martha Christopher was born November 7, 1830 and died December 30, 1910. 

She married Joseph Roberts Parker and is buried in the White Plains Baptist Church 

Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, March 11, 1854 

 After divine service, the church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 
Received 

 Received into our fellowship the following Brethren & Sisters by letter of 

dismission: Brother John O. Hixon (a licensed minister of the gospel) from Apalachee 

Church, Morgan Co. Ga; Brother Philip Robinson (a deacon) & his wife Sister Elizabeth 

Robinson, & Sister Ann Welch from Brushy Creek, Burke Co. Ga; and Brother Thos. H. 

Stout (a licensed minister) from Covington Church Ky. 
Case of Wynn 

Continued the case of Bro. Wynn, no information having yet been obtained from 

Williams Creek Church. 
Deacon 

 Resolved that Bro. Robinson be recognized as a deacon of this church. 
Licensed 

 Brother Worrel having stated his views & feelings with respect to the ministry; 

 Resolved that we approve Bro. Worrel’s purpose to devote himself to the gospel 

ministry & recommend him to pursue such a course of study preparatory to this work as 

Providence may place within his reach. 
Dismissed 

 Granted letters of dismission to brethren Reynolds & Matthews. 

  Church then adjourned 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

 Thomas Henry Stout registered from Covington, Kentucky as a Mercer student. 

He came to Mercer for special work in Theology, and took literary work in the 

Sophomore and Junior classes, from 1854 to 1856. Among the pastorates he served were 

Blakely, Lumpkin, Thomaston, Talbotton and Beuna Vista. He also served as assistant 
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clerk of the Georgia Baptist Convention.  He was born August 14, 1835 and died October 

14, 1899. He is buried in the Molena Cemetery, Pike County, Georgia. 

 

    Penfield, Ga. April 8, 1854 

 The Church met in conference after religious services conducted by the pastor. 
Experience 

 Mr. [blank] Baker related his experience of grace, and was received as a 

candidate for baptism. Appointed tomorrow afternoon at 3 o’clock the time for 

administering baptism. 
Wynn’s Case 

 Received a letter from Williams Creek Church stating that, in their judgment, the 

conduct of Brother Wynn was unlike that of a Christian. They charge him with having 

disturbed divine service during the time of a revival, subjecting him thereby to the 

reproof of the Pastor, - with profanity, - and with intoxication. The same Committee was 

instructed to write to Brother Wynn, inform him of these charges, and request from him 

an answer concerning them. 
Joined other churches 

 Received information that Brother Eden Taylor had joined the New Providence 

Church in Monroe Co. – that Sister Elvira P. Daniel had joined the Bethany Church    that 

Sister M. J. Mallary had joined the Baptist Church at Madison. – that Brother West had 

joined at Ebenezer in Wilkes Co.    Brother Northen stated that Brother and Sister Carter 

had been received at County Line, and Brother Wm Northen at Mt. Zion. 
Fripp 

 Brother Fripp was charged with drunkenness, profanity, and fornication. 

Appointed the following committee to investigate these charges & write to Brother Fripp: 

Brethren Hixon, Shackleford, & Sanders. 
Goodale 

 Brother Greene reported that he had seen Bro. Goodale; that his conduct during 

his stay at Greensboro had been very unworthy of the Christian profession; but that he 

manifested penitence, and a desire to retain his connexion with Christians. He promised 

to apply to the Church at Greensboro for membership. Brother Greene however, 

afterwards learned that he had removed to Alabama. Appointed brethren Greene, Northen 

& Willet a Committee to investigate this case, and write to Bro. Goodale. 
Colored Church 

 Changed the time of holding evening service of the Colored Church from candle 

light to 2 o’clock. 
forfeited letters 

 Instructed the Pastor & Clerk to examine what members had taken letters of 

dismission without joining other churches. 
D. H. Sanders 

 Bro. McCall stated that he had heard in Greensboro reports unfavorable to the 

Christian character of Brother D. H. Sanders. Appointed Brethren Neeson, Robinson, & 

Asbury a committee to investigate the case. 
Death of B. M. Sanders 

 Whereas since our last conference, the melancholy duty has devolved upon us to 

follow the remains of our beloved Brother Sanders to the grave. 

 Resolved, that our pastor & deacons be requested to prepare an appropriate 

expression of the feelings of the church at this event. 

  Church adjourned. 
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     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

     

    Penfield, Ga., April 9, 1854 
Baptism 

 The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Mr. [blank] Baker at 3 o’clock by 

the Pastor. 

 

    Penfield, Ga. May 13, 1854 

 After religious exercises, the Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 
A. Wynn 

 The committee on the case of Bro. Wynn reported that they had written to him, 

informing him of the charges alleged against him, but had received no answer. The case 

was postponed. 
Fripp 

 The committee on the case of Bro. Fripp reported that they had written to him, but 

had received no answer. Testimony having been presented to satisfy the church, that Bro. 

Fripp and been guilty of profanity and intoxication, he was excluded from our fellowship.  
Goodale 

The committee on the case of Bro. Goodale reported that from the difficulty of 

finding out his residence, they had not been able to hear from him. The Clerk read a letter 

from the Pastor of the Macon Baptist Church stating that a letter of dismission for Bro. & 

Sister Goodale had been presented to that body from us, but the letter being out of date, a 

request was made that it should be renewed. The Clerk was ordered to grant a new letter 

to Sister Goodale. The Committee were instructed to make definite inquiries concerning 

the rumors about Bro. Goodale during his stay in Greensboro. – Instructed the Clerk in 

his reply to Bro. Landrum to report what has been done in Bro. Goodale’s case, in order 

that Brother Goodale may have an opportunity to lay before us any statements on this 

subject he may think proper. 
D. H. Sanders 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. D. H. Sanders reported that they had an 

interview with him. He confessed that he had practiced dancing, but promised to refrain 

from it hereafter. Inasmuch as this confession was deemed insufficient to cover the 

ground embraced in the charge it was resolved that the case be re-committed with 

instruction to the Committee to inquire into Bro Sanders’ standing among the brethren at 

Greensboro. 

 Adopted the Report of the Committee on the Decease of Brother B. M. Sanders: 

as follows 

The Committee appointed to furnish a suitable notice of the death of Brother B. M 

Sanders to be placed upon the records of the Church respectfully submit the following 

Report 
Death of B. M. Sanders 

 We recognize the death of this excellent man as a common bereavement. The 

immediate family and his Christian brethren are sufferers together in this sad affliction. 

Among the latter however, the members of this Church feel that they have a special right 

to mourn for him. His relation to this church was peculiar. He was actively instrumental 

in its organization. He was for many years its faithful and beloved pastor. Through all 

this period, he was as a father among us. His parental voice was full of tenderness and 

affection overflowing with thoughts of piety and replete with words of wisdom. He was 
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an elder brother among the disciples of Jesus, and it may be truly said, that he not only 

pointed out the way to Heaven, but by his example he nobly led the way. 

 Therefore resolved 

   That we do mourn for him. Though words are unavailing, still it 

affords us a melancholy pleasure to unite our lamentations with the thousands in Israel 

who deplore his loss. 

   That we offer our heartfelt sympathy to his afflicted family while 

we would humbly pray our Heavenly father to sanctify this dispensation of his 

providence to them and to us. 

 

 

 Granted letters of dismission to Brethren Banks, Branch & Brown, and to Sister 

Susan Kellam. 

 Appointed correspondence as follows: to Shiloh, Brethren Andrews & Hixon; to 

Bethesda, Brethren Willet, McWhorter & J. R. Sanders; to Bairds, Brethren Robinson & 

Neeson. 

 Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

P. S. Received information that Bro. Durham had joined the Church at Mt. Zion, Monroe 

Co. 

  

    Penfield Ga. June 10, 1854 

 The Church met in conference, the Pastor in the Chair. 
Rec’d 

 Bro. Herman Doster was admitted to membership by virtue of a letter from Bethel 

Church at Crawfordville. 
Case of Wynn 

 A letter was read from Brother Wynn denying the charge of intoxication, but 

acknowledging that he had used improper language at the meeting referred to for which 

he was sorry. He had endeavored to be more circumspect in his conduct, and wished to 

obtain a letter to join Warrenton Church if this Church were willing. Appointed Brethren 

Neeson and Andrews a Committee to write to individuals connected with the Williams 

Creek Church asking for further information; and requested the Pastor to write to 

members of the Warrenton Church for the purpose of learning his standing there. 
Goodale 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. Goodale read a letter from him in which he 

made a full confession of his wanderings, and his determination to do better. The Church 

being satisfied with his acknowledgments ordered a letter to be granted. 
 Sanders 

 The committee on the case of Bro. D. H. Sanders reported that after consulting 

members of the Greensboro Church, they find the following charges against him 

 1. Keeping himself almost entirely aloof from his brethren and from all Church 

privileges and identifying himself with worldly and wicked men. 

 2. Allowing gambling in his room, and participating therein. 

 3. Drinking too freely of intoxicating drink. Though not clearly established, yet 

the numerous bottles seen lying about his room, and more especially one resembling a 

book with the words “Holy Bible” written thereon, which proved to be an article 
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constructed expressly for containing ardent spirits, & other things of like nature, tell 

unfavorably of the Christian deportment of a professor of religion. 

 Postponed this case till next conference, and instructed the Committee to cite Bro. 

Sanders to appear. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

 Harmon Mercer Doster was born May 9, 1836 in Greensboro, Georgia and died 

February 6, 1861 in Taliaferro County, Georgia. 

 
notices 

P. S. Received information that Bro. Thos. Morgan joined the Madison Baptist Church in 

June 1853, that Bro. Reynolds had joined at Old Union, Columbia Co., that sister Mary J. 

Goodale had joined the Macon Baptist Church; all by letters from us. 

 

    Penfield, Ga. July 8, 1854 

 The Church met in conference, the pastor in the Chair. 
Watch-care 

 Brother [blank] Smith of the Hickstown Church, Madison Co., Florida, was at his 

own request admitted to the watch care of this Church. 
case of A. Wynn 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. Wynn read letters in reply to some which had 

written from Brethren McGinty and Hubert of Williams Creek Church. It was resolved 

that a Committee was appointed to write to Bro. Wynn informing him that the charges 

against him of profanity had not been satisfactorily answered and requesting him to 

appear at our September conference, unless a private interview with the Committee, his 

attendance at conference shall be deemed necessary. The Committee consists of brethren 

Shackleford, Neeson & Andrews. 
D. H. Sanders 

 The charges against Bro. Sanders having been read, he was requested to give the 

church satisfaction concerning them. He however declined making any statements on the 

subject of inquiry, and a Committee was appointed to collect whatever evidence could be 

obtained to sustain the charges, & report at the next conference. Appointed as the 

committee, brethren Neeson, Robinson, Asbury, J. R. Sanders and Sanford. 
Letter of commendation 

 Bro. McCall having been under the watch-care of the Church for several years, 

requested that he might receive a certificate of his standing in view of his removal. The 

Clerk was instructed to grant the certificate. 
General Meeting 

 Appointed brethren Robinson, Neeson and Dagg delegates to the General Meeting 

to be held at Antioch on Friday before the 5 Sabbath in July. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Ga. August 12, 1854 

 In the absence of the Pastor, the conference was opened by brother Neeson who 

was appointed Mod. pro tem. 
Cases postponed 
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 The Committees on the cases of brethren Wynn & Sanders having made no 

progress in their investigation, on motion they were continued. 

  The Church then adjourned 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 Postponed the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper till our next monthly meeting. 

 

    Penfield, Ga. Sept. 9, 1854 

The Church met in conference, the pastor in the Chair. 
Watch care 

Received Bro. T. J. Martin from Tusquity (Tusquittee) Church Cherokee Co. N. 

C. under the watch care of this Church. 
A. Wynn excluded 

 Took up the case of Bro.Wynn. Bro. Hixon stated that Brethren C. B. Mitchell & 

Jesse Holtzclaw had testified to the fact that Bro. Wynn was in the common practice of 

profane swearing. On motion resolved that Bro.Wynn be excluded from the fellowship of 

the church. 
D. H. Sanders 

 The Committee appointed to investigate the charges against Bro. D. H. Sanders 

reported that they had not succeeded in obtaining the necessary testimony, & the case 

was postponed. 
Delegates & other business for the Ga. Association 

 Elected brethren J. E. Willet & J. F. Dagg delegates to the Georgia Baptist 

Association, and brother S. P. Sanford in case of the failure of either. 

 Instructed the Clerk to prepare the annual letter to the Association. 

 Voted that $2 be appropriated out of the contingent fund for minutes. 

 Appointed brethren Robinson, Worrell, & Malone a Committee to take up a 

collection for the different objects to which the Association contributes. 

 Resolved to meet on Wednesday before the first Sabbath in October to hear the 

Church letter & the report of the collecting committee. 

  Adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 Thomas J. Martin is shown in the 1870 Clay County, Hayesville, North Carolina 

census. He is listed as a Minister of the Gospel, 32 years old. 

 

    Penfield, Sept. 21, 1854 
Received for Baptism 

 After religious exercises, the church met in conference and a door was opened for 

the admission of members when William J. Steed related an experience of Grace and was 

received by the church for Baptism. 

     S. P. Sanford Clk. pro tem 

 

 William J. Steed was born in South Carolina. He died May 23, 1902 and is buried 

in the Rollersville Cemetery, Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia. In the 1860 Columbia 

County census he is a merchant, age 26 and in the 1900 Richmond County census he is a 

County Officer, age 67. 

 

    Sept. 22, 1854 
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 After religious exercises, church again opened a door for admission when 

Frederick Wimberly, George Wimberly, Hiram Perdue and William H. Cocroft related 

the dealings of the Lord with them, and were received for Baptism. The administration of 

the ordinance of Baptism was appointed for Sunday morning. 

     S. P. S. 

 

 Frederick Ezekiel Wimberly was born September 26, 1836. He served in 

Company I, 6th Georgia Regiment, CSA. He died September 17, 1862 at Sharpsburg, 

Washington County, Maryland. He was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University. 

 George Welch Wimberly was born June 13, 1838 in Twiggs County, Georgia. He 

was Captain of Company K, 11th Georgia Regiment, CSA. He died June 21, 1862 at 

Guinea Station, Virginia. He was an 1858 graduate of Mercer University. 

 Frederick Ezekiel Wimberly and George Welch Wimberly were brothers. 

 Hiram Purdue was born October 30, 1834 and died January 14, 1896. He is 

buried in the Greenwood Cemetery, Barnesvilles, Lamar County, Georgia. The 1880 

Barnesville, Pike County, Georgia census lists him as a physician, age 45. He served in 

Company A, 14th Georgia Infantry, CSA during the Civil War. He was an 1855 graduate 

of Mercer University.  

 William Henry Cocroft was an 1857 graduate of Mercer University. He was born 

September 16, 1834 in Greene County and died December 31, 1905. He is buried in the 

Madison Historic Cemeteries, Morgan County, Georgia. The 1870 and 1880 Morgan 

County, Georgia census records lists his occupation as a school teacher. 

 

    Sept. 23, 1854 

 After appropriate religious exercises, the door of the Church was opened, when 

Miss [blank] Binion, Thomas A. Seals and John T. Glover related their experiences and 

were received for Baptism. The time for Baptism was changed from 9 o’clock to 3 

o’clock Sunday evening. 

     S. P. S. 

 

 Thomas A. Seals of Warren County was an 1856 graduate of Mercer University. 

He was principal of the preparatory department of Mercer University 1856-61. He was 

one time Professor of Languages at the Cherokee Baptist College at Cassville.  

 John T. Glover was an 1856 graduate of Mercer University. He was an attorney 

at Jeffersonville, Georgia and Judge of Court of Ordinary, Twiggs County, Georgia.  

  

 

    Sept. 24, 1854 

 After service in the chapel on Sabbath morning, the door of the church was 

opened and Miss Louisa Mitchell and Henry D. McDaniel were received for Baptism 

upon the relation of their experiences. 

     S. P. S. 

 

 Henry Dickerson McDaniel was born September 4, 1836, Walton County, 

Georgia and died July 25, 1926 and is buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Monroe, Walton 

County, Georgia. He was the son of Ira Oliver and Rebecca Walker McDaniel. He 



 147 

graduated from Mercer University in 1856. He served as Governor of Georgia 1883-

1886. 

 

    Sept. 24, 1854 
Baptism 

 The Church met at the appointed hour of 3 o’clock and the ordinance of Baptism 

was administered to all who had been received, except to Henry McDaniel who wished to 

consult with his relatives. 

     S. P. S. 

 

    Penfield Sept. 25, 1854 
Received 

 After religious exercises this night, the door of the church was again opened when 

Miss Josephine Meiere, Richard W. Willis, William Groce, and Simeon B. Dyson were 

received for Baptism upon relation of their experiences. 

     S. P. S. 

 

 Richard W. Willis is in the 1870 Baker County, Georgia census, age 34, and in 

the 1880 Newton County, Georgia census, age 44. In both records his occupation is given 

as physician. 

 

    Sept. 26, 1854 

 After religious services, the door of the church was opened for admission when 

Moses Cain and Augustus Sharp, upon relating the dealings of the Lord with them were 

received for Baptism. 

     S. P. S. 

 

 Rev. Moses Powell Cain was born August 7, 1836 and died May 25, 1904. He is 

buried at the Providence Baptist Church Cemetery in Louisville, Jefferson County, 

Georgia. The 1860 census shows him as a Baptist Clergyman in Warren County, and the 

1870 and 1880 censuses show him as a farmer in Jefferson County. He was an 1856 

graduated of Mercer University.  

 Augustus B. Sharp was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University.  

 

    Sept. 27, 1854 

 The Church met in conference according to adjournment. [blank] Johnson and                                                

[blank] Gibson related their religious exercises of their minds and were approved as 

suitable candidates for baptism and church fellowship. 
Association 

 Postponed the time of receiving the letter to the Association and the Report of the 

Committee to collect funds till next Wednesday night. 

 Having learned that neither Brother Willet nor Brother Sanford could attend the 

Association, appointed Brother Neeson as a delegate. 
Dismissed 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother George Hillyer. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 
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    Penfield, Sept. 28, 1854 
Received 

 An invitation being given, after religious services, to any who desired to unite 

with the church to come forward, Miss [blank] McClendon, Miss [blank] Lansdal 

presented themselves, related their experience of grace, and were received as candidates 

for Baptism. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

    Sept. 29, 1854 

 The same invitation as on previous evening was extended, and [blank] Jones,  

[blank] Sanders came forward, related their religious exercises of mind, and were 

received for baptism. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

    Sept. 30, 1854 

 The door of the church was again opened and Henry Northen and Miss Mary 

Crawford presented themselves and were received as candidates for baptism. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 
Baptism 

 The ordinance of baptism was administered on Sabbath morning, October 1, 1854 

and the right hand of fellowship extended to all who had been received, except Miss 

Meiere, Miss McLendon and S. B. Dyson; the number baptized being twelve. 

 

    October 3, 1854 
Received 

 After Divine service, the door of the Church was opened, and Sister Sarah Ann 

Neeson presented a letter of dismission from Long Creek Church, Warren Co. upon 

which she was admitted to membership. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 

    Penfield Oct. 4, 1854 
Received 

 After religious services, opened the door for members. Benjamin Mell and Elijah 

Stow related their exercises of mind, and were received as candidates for baptism. 

Finance Report 

 The collecting Committee reported that they had received from Bro. Greene, 

Treas. Mission Fund $20.75 as the proceeds of the monthly concert collections. Including 

this amount, they have obtained the following sums: 

 For Foreign Missions    [blank] 

   “   Domestic   “                “ 

              “   State          “                “ 

              “   Bible Board                “ 

             “   Publication Society     “ 

             “   Indian Missions           “ 

             “   African Missions         “ 

 
Clerk’s Report 
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 The Clerk read the letter which he had prepared for the Association. It reported 

the statistics of the Church as follows: 

 Gained by baptism 22 

                  letter 12 

 Lost       “  exclusion   2 

              “   letter 18 

               “   death     ___2 

 No. of White members 106 

           Black                       ___25 

   total             131 

 The Letter was adopted and the Church adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 
Received 

 Brother Boling A. Lane presented a letter of dismission from Fishing Creek 

Church, Wilkes Co Ga. and was admitted to membership. 

 

 Elijah Stow was a student at Mercer University and was the son of Susan S. 

Underwood Stow who ran Mrs. Stow’s boarding house in Penfield, Greene County, 

Georgia. 

 

    Penfield October 7th 1854 

 After appropriate religious exercises by the Pastor, Church met in conference and 

opened a door for the admission of members when Bro. James D. Tarwater, who had 

formerly been granted a letter of dismssion, now returned the same and was again 

received into the church. Sister Rebecca Tarwater was also received by letter from 

Baird’s church. 

Miss Elizabeth Harris, Charles E. Sanders and Alva Spencer related the dealings 

of the Lord with them & were approved and received for Baptism. Invited Brethren of 

Sister churches to seats with us, Read and approved the minutes of the last several 

meetings. Took up the case of Bro. D. H. Sanders. The Committee appointed in his case 

submitted the following Report, viz 

“The Committee, to whom was referred the case of Bro. D. H. Sanders Submit the 

following Report. 

 They have had a full and free conference with the Brethren of Greensboro, brother 

Sanders himself being present, and after the most careful investigations have come to the 

following conclusions, viz. 

 The first charge relating to his withdrawing himself from the Society of the 

Members of the church and associating chiefly with worldly and irreligious men, we 

consider fully established. 

 The Second charge in regard to his permitting gaming in his room and 

participating in the Same, we believe is so far established, as to create the presumption 

that he is guilty. 

 The third charge viz That he had a flask or bottle with the word “Holy Bible” 

printed on it, the committee believes not to be established, and that it ought to be 

withdrawn.  
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 But the Committee further ascertained that he did participate in dancing at a Party 

or Ball in Greensboro since the commencement of these proceedings against him, and in 

violation of his positive pledge to the contrary. 

 In submitting the above statements, your committee beg leave to say; that they 

have been throughout the whole investigation, actuated only by a sense of imperative 

obligation. It has been to them a painful duty, and it is with unqualified regret that they 

have felt constrained to make this Report. But in view of all the facts, we are of opinion 

that the church should withdraw its fellowship from Bro. D. H. Sanders. All which is 

respectfully submitted 

   By the Committee” 
Excluded 

After the reading of the above Report, Bro. Asbury one of the Committee, stated 

that he had received a communication from Bro. Sanders, enclosing a certificate from Mr. 

Robert Scott of Greensboro bearing on the Second charge of the Committee’s Report, 

which was read. After hearing the Certificate, the Committee agreed to waive the 2nd 

Specification. On motion the report of the Committee advising the withdrawal of the 

fellowship of the church was adopted. 
Bro. Hobbs 

 Bro. Greene brought to the notice of the church the fact that a recent difficulty had 

occurred between Bro. Hobbs and one of our citizens. A committee consisting of 

Brethren Andrews, Willet, and J. R. Sanders was appointed to investigate the case and 

report. 
Hymn Book 

The expediency of adopting a new Hymn Book having been introduced, Brethren 

Northen, J. F. Dagg, S. P. Sanford and the Pastor were appointed a Committee to 

examine Hymn Books, and report upon the subject. 

Brother William Sanders of [blank] Church, requested that the church through 

their clerk would give him a certificate of the circumstances attending his application for 

membership here in January of last year; On motion the clerk was empowered to grant 

the certificate desired. Time of Baptism was appointed for 3 o’clock tomorrow evening.  

     S. P. Sanford, clk pro tem 

 

 Alva Benjamin Spencer was born September 6, 1840 in Penfield, Greene County, 

Georgia and died May 20, 1881 in Dooly County, Georgia. He served in Company C, 3rd 

Georgia Infantry during the Civil War. He was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University. 

My Dear Friend: The Civil War Letters of Alva Benjamin Spencer was written by Clyde 

G. Wiggins, III and published by Mercer University Press, 2007. 

 

 On Sabbath, October 8, 1854 the ordinance of baptism was administered to Alva 

Spencer, Elijah Stow and [blank] Also to Littleton and Sam belonging to Mrs. Cox and 

Fanny belonging to Sister Sanders. (Line drawn through last sentence) 

 
Received 

 The colored conference met Oct. 10, 1854, Brother L. J. Tatum acting as 

Moderator & Brother T. H. Stout as Clerk. Mrs. Cox’s boy Littleton and Sister Sanders 

woman Fanny presented themselves and after relating their Christian experience were 

received for baptism. 
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 Oct. 22. This conference again met & received Brother Sharp’s servant Gabriel, 

and Hiram, a servant of Mrs. Porter, and Reuben a servant of Bro. Holtzclaw as 

candidates for baptism; Bro. Compere acting as Moderator & Bro. Tatum Clerk. 

 

    Penfield, October 14, 1854 

 After divine service, opened a door for the reception of members. Isham Walker 

presented himself, related his exercises of mind, and was admitted on condition of being 

baptized.  

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 
Baptism 

The ordinance was administered on Sabbath October 15 to Isham Walker, Benjamin 

Mell, Littleton & Sam belonging to Mrs. Cox and Fanny belonging to Sister Sanders. 

 

 On Sabbath, October 22, baptism was administered to Hiram belonging to Mrs. 

Cox and Reuben belonging to Bro. Holtzclaw 

 
Received 

 October 29, Brother L. J. Tatum acting as moderator & Bro. A. L. Moncrief 

Clerk, the colored conference received by experience, Ben belonging to Bro. Andrews & 

Sally belonging to Bro. Crawford. 

 

 Rev. Adiel Lumpkin Moncrief was born March 23, 1831 in Greene County, 

Georgia and died June 21, 1924. He is buried in the Marshallville City Cemetery, Macon 

County, Georgia. He attended Mercer University and took special work in Theology 

during 1854-55 and 1855-56.  

 
Received 

 November 1, 1854. Received by experience Jim belonging to Bro. Northen, 

George belonging to Dr. Massey, Lewis belonging to Dr. Neeson, Gus belonging to Mr. 

Brantly, Hetty belonging to Mrs. Porter and Lucinda belonging to Bro. Martin. 

 

 November 5, 1854. The colored conference brother E. L. Compere acting as 

moderator and A. S. Tatum Clerk, received by experience Eliza, belonging to Sister 

Sanders, Emeline, belonging to brother Sharpe, & Maria, belonging to Mr. Seals. Lilly, a 

servant of Bro. Hillyer was taken under the watch care of the church. Bro. Davant’s 

servant girl, Lucinda also was received by experience. 

 

    Penfield, November 11, 1854 
Correction 

 After religious exercises, the Church met in conference. Upon reading the record 

of the colored conference of last Sabbath, Bro. Hillyer stated that it was thought a 

mistake that his servant girl Lilly was received under the watch-care of the Church. He 

supposed that she had been excluded from a church in Bryan County, but it was his 

intention to seek her restoration. 
Received 

 Brother B. M. S. Griffin was admitted to membership by letter. 
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Bro. J. Campbell was received under the watch-care of the church by a letter of 

recommendation from the Baptist Church at Griffin. 

 Brethren Davant & McWhorter appeared as correspondents from Shiloh. 
Case of N. Hobbs 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. Hobbs offered a written report, setting forth 

the details of the difficulty between Bro. Hobbs and Mr. Williams and the opinion of Bro. 

Hobbs in reviewing the transaction. He acknowledged that he gave way to bad passions, 

but he considered that he was acting in self-defense in striking Mr. Williams. After 

hearing Bro. Hobbs views & feelings, the Church resolved to dismiss the case, with a 

request that the pastor would administer a suitable admonition to Bro. Hobbs 

  
Hymn Book 

The Committee appointed to select a Hymn Book for public service, 

recommended the Psalmist with a supplement, and the Psalmody as superior to all others 

that had come under their notice. It was resolved to adopt the Psalmody.  

 

The Baptist Psalmody was recommended for use by the Southern Baptist 

Convention in 1851. It was edited by Basil Manly and Basil Manly, Jr. 

 

Resolved that the fund in the hands of Bro. Hillyer subject to the order of the 

Church, be appropriated to the purchase of a larger Hymn Book for the pulpit and books 

of a smaller size with the name “Penfield Baptist Church” printed upon them for the use 

of students & other transient worshippers in our congregation. 

 
Case of C. B. Mitchell 

 Bro. Worrel presented a request from Bro. Mitchell that his name be erased from 

the Church book. Appointed a Committee consisting of brethren Worrel, Shackleford and 

Hixon to investigate the case. 

 
J. R. Brown 

 A letter was read from Bro. Brown requesting an erasure of his name. Appointed 

a Committee consisting of brethren Neeson, Willet & Robinson to investigate the case. 

 Granted letters of dismission to brother DeWitt C. Williams & to brother Vincent 

Sanford. 

 Church then adjourned. 

     J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 Nov. 11, at night, Humphrey & Cynthia, servants of Bro. Hillyer, and Lexy a 

servant of Bro. Robinson were received by experience. 

 
Received 

 The conference of colored members met, Nov. 25, 1854, and received Lucinda, 

servant of Bro. W. O. Cheney, and Mary servant of Mrs. Pater as candidates for baptism.  

A.J. Tatum C. p. t. 
Received 

 Dec. 2, 1854. Received by experience Squire belonging to Sister Lawrence, 

Georgiann a servant of bro. Davant, and Ann, a servant of brother Sharp. 
Dismissed 
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 Granted a letter of dismission to Peny, a servant of Mrs. Brantly. 

Henry Stout Clerk p. t. 

 

    Penfield Ga. December 9, 1854 

 The Church met in conference, after religious services. 
C. B. Mitchell 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. Mitchell reported that they had written to him, 

& had received from him a reply in which he denied the charge of intoxication but 

admitted that he practiced the drinking of spirituous liquors. He also admitted the charge 

of profanity & renewed the request that his connexion with the church might be 

dissevered without delay. 
Excluded 

 On motion, resolved that he be excluded from the fellowship of the Church. 
J. R. Brown 

 The Committee on the case of Bro. Brown reported that they had not yet received 

from him a reply to their letter. The case was therefore postponed. Church adjourned. 

J. F. Dagg Clk 

 
Received 

 The Colored Church met in conference on Dec 24, 54, the pastor Bro. Hillyer 

acting as moderator. Opened the door for the reception of members, when Mary a servant 

of Bro. Willet, and Mary Ann belonging to Sister Macon and Jinny belonging to Brother 

Hillyer came forward and after a satisfactory relation of the dealings of the Lord with 

them, were received into the church upon their being baptized. 
Dismissed 

 Granted a letter of dismission to brother Gus belonging to Mr. Brantly. 

     E. L. Compere Clerk p. t. 

 

    Penfield January 14, 1855 

 The church having failed to meet yesterday, a conference was called after service 

this (Sabbath) morning 
J. R. Brown 

 The Committee appointed to correspond with Bro. Brown being absent, the case 

was again postponed. 
Mary Phipps 

 Resolved that the deacons be requested to lay before the Court of Greene County 

a statement of the necessities of Sister Mary Phipps, and make application for her relief. 

     J. F. Dagg  Clerk 

 
Baptised 

 The ordinance of baptism was administered, Dec. 24, 1855 to the following 

colored persons Squire (Lawrence), Lexy (Robinson), Mary (Willet), Sophy (Johnson), 

Cheney (Northen), Jinny (Hillyer), Georgian (Davant), Ann (Sharp), Mary (Porter), Mary 

Ann (Macon), Celia (Hillyer), Lucinda (English formerly Cheney) 

 

    Penfield, Ga February 10, 1855 

 The Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair 
Received 
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 Sister Elizabeth White was admitted to membership by letter from Grove Church, 

Columbia Co. Brethren L. J. & A. Tatum from Pleasant Hill Church & Brother A. L. 

Moncrief from Hebron Church, Gwinnett Co. were received under the watch care of this 

Church. 

 

 Landrine J. Tatum was born February 22, 1832 in Ashe County, North Carolina 

and died April 21, 1924 in Hickory County, Missouri. He grew up in Gilmer County, 

Georgia and attended Mercer University in 1854. His brother, Aaron S. Tatum was born 

December 16, 1834 and died May 3, 1915 in Orlando, Florida. He is buried at 

Oothcalooga Baptist Church Cemetery, Adairsville, Bartow County, Georgia. He 

attended Mercer University 1854-1856.  

 
J. R. Brown 
Excluded 

 The Committee on Bro. Brown’s case reported that they had received no answer 

from him and they feared their letter had failed to reach him. They had had a 

conversation with Brother Brown of Greensboro who expressed himself satisfied from 

the conversation and conduct of his brother that the Church would be justifiable in cutting 

him off. The Committee being satisfied from this testimony of Brother Brown’s 

unchristian like conduct, recommended his exclusion. The Church received the report and 

adopted the recommendation. 

 
Benj. Brantly 

 Bro. Northen stated that an interview had taken place between Mr. Brantly and 

himself respecting their difficulties and that a resolution had been effected. 
Dismissed 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Brother R. N. Eley. 

 Received information that Brother Dr. W .C. Williams had been received by letter 

into the church at Sweet Water. 

                                                                               Adjourned 

J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 
Received 

Feb. 25, 1855.  The colored Church opened a door and received as a candidate for 

baptism, Henry a servant of Bro. H. Mason. 

T. J. Martin Clerk p. t. 

 

Penfield, Ga March 10, 1855 

 In the absence of the Pastor, Bro. Mell was called to the chair. 

 
B Brantly 

 Bro. Andrews presented a request from Mr. Brantly that he be restored to the 

fellowship of this church, and moved that his request be granted. The motion was lost. 

On motion, Resolved that Mr. Brantly be informed that the church expect from 

him an answer to the charges against him before action can be taken in the case. 

Resolved that the clerk be instructed to give Mr. Brantly a copy of the charges 

which are recorded against him. 
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Dismissed 

Granted letters of dismission to Bro. T. J. Gibson and Bro. W. J. Steed. 

                                                                Adjourned 

J. F. Dagg. Clerk 

 

Thos. J. Gibson is listed in the 1860 Monroe, Forsyth County, Georgia census as 

a farmer, age 23. 

 

                                               Penfield, Ga. April 7, 1855 

The church met in conference, the Pastor in the chair. 

 
Brantly’s application for Restoration 

Received a letter from Mr. Brantly in relation to the charges for which he was 

excluded.  Pending a discussion which arose after the reading of this letter the church 

adjourned till 2 o’clock. 

2 O’clock P.M. Adopted the following Preamble and Resolution. 

Whereas in the letter just read from Mr. Brantly to the church, he refers to an 

adjustment of his difficulty with Bro. Northen and expresses his hope that this will be 

satisfactory to the Church; and whereas it has been fully certified to us that in this 

adjustment he exhibited abundant proof of penitence, and withdrew all censure from Bro. 

Northen; therefore 

Resolved that this be regarded by the Church as satisfactory for so much of the 

charge on which he was excluded, as related to this business. 

Resolved that Mr. Brantly’s disavowal of an intention to treat the church with 

contempt in absenting himself from conference at the time of his exclusion be received as 

satisfactory. 

 
Brantly’s Case 

Resolved that a committee of three be appointed to inform Mr. Brantly that it is 

the wish of the church for him to answer the charges alleged against him, specifying the 

charges. The committee was appointed of the following brethren: Asbury, Willet, and the 

Moderator. 

 
Dismissed 

Granted letters of dismission to Brother Peter Northen, his wife Sister Louisa M. 

Northen and their daughters sisters Julia F. & Susan M. Northen. 

                                            The church then adjourned. 

                                                                 J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 
Case of N.K. Davis 

A called Conference of the Church was held after prayer meeting on Wednesday 

night April 25, 1855, for the purpose of considering the application of Mr. Noah K. Davis 

for restoration. An extract of a letter from Mr. Davis was read relating his recent 

exercises of mind; also a letter from the Pastor of the Baptist church at Marion, Ala., Bro. 

McIntosh, containing his views of Mr. Davis present position.  The following resolution 

was then adopted: 

Resolved, that we have heard with much satisfaction, the statements relative to the 

present religious views and feelings of our friend and former member, Mr. Noah K. 
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Davis; and that in view of these statements, we cheerfully commit his case to the 

consideration of the Marion Church, and should they feel disposed to receive him into 

their fellowship, it will meet our cordial approbation. 

 

Brethren Neeson, Andrews & Robinson were appointed to represent us at the 

District Meeting at Shiloh on Friday next. 

                                                                J.F. Dagg, Clerk 

 
Dismissed 

 The colored Conference met on the 21st of April, 1855, bro. L. J. Tatum acting as 

moderator and bro. E. L. Compere as Clerk.  Granted letters of dismission to Sisters Mary 

and Cheney and brother James, servants of brother Northen. 

                                                    E. L. Compere, Clerk pro tem 

 

Penfield Ga. May 12th , 1855 
 
B. Brantly Case 

            The church met in conference today.  The pastor and clerk both being absent, Bro. 

T. D. Martin was requested to act as moderator and S. P. Sanford as clerk.  After 

appropriate religious exercises, the Church Covenant, Articles of Decorum and minutes 

of the last meeting were read.  The committee appointed to write to Mr. Brantly at the last 

meeting reported that they had received an answer from him to their communication, 

which was read before the church. After the reading of Mr. Brantly’s letter, Bro. 

Robinson moved to reconsider the Preamble of the last meeting, which was carried.  

After various motions and discussion, Bro. Robinson proposed the following Preamble 

and Resolution as a substitute for the whole.  “Whereas in the letter just read from Mr. 

Brantly to the church, he refers to an adjustment of his difficulty with Bro. Northen and 

expresses his hope that this will be satisfactory to the church; Therefore 

Resolved that this together with his letter to the church be regarded by the church as 

satisfactory for this and the other charges on which he was excluded, and that he be 

restored to the fellowship of the church.”  After some discussions, the Yeas and Nays 

were called for on this motion, which resulted as follows; Yeas – L. L. Andrews, J. D. 

Andrews, G. W. Andrews, R. T. Asbury, Richard Baker, J. M. Griffin, Nathan Hobbs, W. 

J. Johnson, A. M. Lansdell, H. Neeson, Phillip Robinson, S. P. Sanford, J. A. Simmons, 

J. L. Tarwater, J. E. Willet. =15   Nays – Moses Cain, J. L. Dagg, Jesse Holtzclaw, J. T. 

Hand, J. O. Hixson, G. M. Patterson, J. R. Sanders =7.  Several other members either 

absent or not voting. The motion was pronounced carried by the moderator.  Bro J. L. 

Dagg appealed from the chair to the church in regard to this decision.  After some 

interchange of views, Brethren considering that the church had hitherto established the 

precedent of requiring unanimity in matters of fellowship, Sustained the appeal.  A 

motion was made and carried, that the Brethren who voted in the minority be called on to 

know whether they are willing to acquiesce in the decision of the majority, or give their 

reasons for dissenting.  On motion, it was Voted, that the presentation of the reasons of 

the minority be postponed until the next meeting. 

Voted To postpone the ordinance of communion until the 4th Sunday in this month. 
 
H. Doster 
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            Bro. Hixson brought to the notice of the church the fact that reports unfavorable 

to the Christian character of Bro. Herman Doster had reached him.  On motion, a 

committee was appointed to investigate these reports.  Brethren Andrews, J. R. Sanders, 

and Hixson were appointed that committee. 

                                                                 Church adjourned 

                                                                             S. P. Sanford, Clk pro tem 

 

Philip Robinson was born August 6, 1802 and died April 10, 1874. He is buried  

in the Greensboro City Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. 

            John Osborn Hixson was born August 1, 1829 and died October 21, 1905. He is 

buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery, Union Springs, Bullock County, Alabama. His 

tombstone reads “A minister of the gospel 52 years.” He was an 1856 graduate of 

Mercer University and pastored churches in Georgia and Alabama. 

 

                                                             Penfield June 9, 1855 

            The church met after religious services, the pastor in the chair. 

 
B. Brantly’s Case 

            In answer to the call of the church, six of the brethren who voted in the minority 

at the last conference on the resolution to restore Mr. Brantly presented a statement of 

their reasons for dissenting from the majority.  [By a vote of the church in conference 

July 7, the clerk was instructed to omit this statement of the reasons of the minority, in 

the minutes.] 

         The following brethren presented an expression of their concurrence with the views 

of those who voted in the minority, viz. J. F. Dagg, J. H. McWhorter, Jno. W. Brinson, 

Wm. Morgan, George W. Wimberly, and Aquilla Cheney. 

         On motion of Bro.  Asbury, 

         Resolved that the church respect the motives of the minority, and waive further 

action in the case. 

 

 John Wright Brinson was Captain, Company G, 38th Georgia Infantry, CSA. He 

was born November 26, 1832 and died April 24, 1896. He is buried at Ways Baptist 

Church Cemetery, Stellaville, Jefferson County, Georgia. He was an 1855 graduate of 

Mercer University. He was a judge, member of the Georgia Legislature and Editor of the 

“Free Press” 

 
H. Doster 

 The committee on the case of Brother Doster reported through Bro. Hixson, and 

presented a letter from Bro. D requesting that his name be erased from the Church book.  

The committee was satisfied that he had been engaged in retailing ardent spirits, and that 

his conduct generally was unchristianlike; they therefore recommended his exclusion. 
Excluded 

           The report was adopted and Bro. Doster was excluded from the fellowship of the 

Church. 
Dismissed 

           Letters of dismission were ordered to be granted to Brethren A. S. Worrell, J. A. 

Simmons, F. E. Wimberly, G. M. Patterson, R. S. Baker, George Daniel, & Benj. 
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Walker. 

          Received information that Bro. Northen and family had joined Bethesda Church in 

this county, Bro. Vincent Sanford the Church at Cuthbert, and Bro. W. J. Steed the 

Damascus Church in Columbia County. 

                                                                      Adjourned 

                                                                                       J. F. Dagg   Clerk 

 

             Richard S. Baker was an 1854 graduate of Mercer University. He was a teacher, 

Valdosta, Georgia. 

 Benjamin Walker was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University. He resided in 

Thomaston, Georgia. 

 
 
Dismissed 

 After prayer meeting Wednesday night, June 13, 1855, letters of dismission were 

ordered to be granted to Brother J. Shackleford and Brother H. Perdue. 

 

           Josephus Shackelford was an 1855 graduate of Mercer University. He was born in 

Portsmouth, VA and reared in Mississippi. He pastored a number of churches, was a 

Captain in CSA, member of the Alabama Legislature, Editor of “Alabama Baptist”, and 

author of “History of Muscle Shoals Association”. He died May 5, 1915 in Tuskegee, 

Alabama. 

 Hiram Perdue was born and reared in Monroe County, Georgia. He was a 

Lieutenant in the CSA, was a teacher and physician. He graduated from Mercer 

University in 1855. He was born October 30, 1834 and died January 14, 1896. He is 

buried in the Greenwood Cemetery, Barnesville, Lamar County, Georgia. 

 

  

                                                                              Penfield July 7, 1855 

       After devotional exercises the Church met in Conference.  In the absence of the 

Pastor, Bro. Neeson was called to the Chair. 
Dismissed 

         Granted letters of dismission to brethren J. W. Brinson, James M. Griffin, & George 

Wimberly. 
B. Brantly’s Case 

         A letter was read from Bro. Northen stating that the adjustment of the difficulty 

between him and Mr. Brantly did not now exist, and requesting that a notice of this fact 

be placed in record. Voted that his request be granted. 

         A letter was read from Bro. Thos. A. Reed requesting that his membership be 

allowed to remain with us notwithstanding his removal from our bounds.  Voted that his 

request be granted.   

                                                                                    Adjourned 

                                                                                                   J. F. Dagg Clerk 
Dismissed 

 After prayer meeting on Wednesday night, July 11, 1855, a letter of dismission 

was granted to sister Cordelia Shackleford. 
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     Cordelia Stow Shackleford was the wife of Josephus Shackleford. She was born 

August 1, 1835 in Georgia and died August 30, 1900 in Morgan County, Alabama. 

 

                                                                              Penfield, August 11, 1855 

     The Church met in conference, after religious exercises, the pastor in the Chair. 

     In consequence of the absence of a large portion of our membership, agreed to 

postpone the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper till the 2nd Sabbath in September. 

                                                                       Adjourned 

                                                                                         J. F. Dagg Clerk 
 

      The conference for the colored members met Aug, 25, 1855.  Bro. E.L. Compere 

acted as moderator. 
Excluded 

        Hiram, servant of Mrs. Porter and Gabriel servant of A. B. Sharp were accused of 

theft and lying, and being convicted of the same were excluded from the Church. 

 

 

 

                                                                            Penfield, Sept.8 1855 

         After the usual religious services, the Church met in conference, the pastor in the 

chair. 
Received 

         Received Bro. E. B. Barrett as a member on a letter of dismission from the Athens 

Baptist Church, and Bro. Marshall Clarke from the Baptist Church at Lumpkin. 
Bro. Northen’s Letter 

        Agreed that the minutes of July 7 be amended to read as follows:  “A letter was 

received from Bro. Northen, stating that the adjustment of the difficulty between him and 

Mr. Brantly did not exist, inasmuch as “recent developments have satisfied me (him) that 

Mr. Brantly has not adhered to that settlement in a manner that I (he) had a right to expect 

him to do” &c. 
B. Brantly’s Letter 

          A letter from Mr. Brantly was read, in which he denies that there is any foundation 

for the charge of bad faith against himself which he thinks is implied in Bro. Northen’s 

letter of July 6; with a request that the contents of the letter be entered on our minutes, 

and that the church ascertain the truth upon the subject.  Agreed to notice the contents of 

the letter as above but that the church deem it inexpedient to enquire into the merits of the 

charge or denial. 
Delegates and Letter 

         Elected brethren Willett and Neeson delegates to the Association, and brother 

Sanford alternate. 

          Instructed the deacons to take up the usual collections, and report on Wednesday 

night before the first Sabbath in October. 

          Instructed the Clerk to write the annual letter to the Association. 

                                                                      Adjourned 

                                                                                             J. F. Dagg, Clerk 
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Amended as above Oct. 13, 1855 

                               J. E. Willet 

                                Clerk pro tem 

 

 Edward Benjamin Barrett was born January 31, 1834 in Sumter, South Carolina 

and was reared in Athens, Georgia. He died June 29, 1895, Rockmart, Polk County, 

Georgia. He was a Baptist preacher, chaplain with the 45th Georgia Regiment during the 

Civil War, and served in the Georgia Legislature 1868-1872. He was a student at Mercer 

for four years. 

  Marshall Johnson Clarke was born June 28, 1839 in Stewart County, Georgia 

and died October 20, 1898. He is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton 

County, Georgia. He graduated from Mercer University in 1858. He served in Company 

H, 56th Georgia Regiment, CSA. He also served on the staff of General Tom Taylor and 

General Ira Foster. He was a teacher and a lawyer and became judge of the Superior 

Court, Atlanta Circuit. 

 

 

     On Sabbath Sept. 9 the ordinance of baptism was administered to Henry, a servant of 

Bro. Neeson and Louisa, servant of Sister Sanders. 

     On Wednesday night, Oct. 3 adopted the letter prepared by the Clerk. Allowed the 

deacons another week to report. Granted a letter to Bro. Stout. 

      On Wednesday night, Oct. 10 the deacons reported that the following amounts had 

been collected, including $25.10, the amount collected at the monthly concerts, which on 

motion was ordered to be divided equally between foreign and domestic missions 

                                       Foreign Missions      $63.55 

                                       Domestic    “              64.05 

                                       State           “              13   

                                       Central African “       26 

                                       Indian         “              23_____     

                                                                          189.60   

 

      Brethren Willet and Sanford having declined going to the Association, proceeded to 

fill the vacancies.  Bro. Dagg was elected a delegate, & Bro Robinson alternate. 

      Granted letters of dismission to brethren B. A. Lane and T. A. Reid and Sister Martha 

Christopher. 

 

 

The following table of statistics was reported to the association: 

                   Gain by baptism      42        Loss by dismission  [blank] 

                        “       letter            8                      exclusion         “ 

                                                                             death               “ 

                    Present number of white members   [blank] 

                                                   black     “                “ 

                                                                total           “ 

 

                                                                                    Penfield, October 13, 1855 
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            The church met in conference, after the usual exercises, the pastor in the chair.   

In the absence of the Clerk, Bro. Willet was requested to act.  Having no business, the 

church adjourned. 

                                                                                      J. E. Willet cl. pro. tem        

  

 

           Colored Conference met October 28, Bro. Hillyer moderator.  Opened the door for 

reception of members, when Warner, Kitty, Ellen, and Dicy, servants of Bro. Neeson, 

presented themselves for admission from the Grove Church, Columbia Co Ga.  They 

were received. 

            A charge was preferred against Abraham for being seen with two jugs of ardent 

spirits in his possession.  He confessed the charge, but said he obtained it for medical 

purposes.  After some deliberation, the case was laid over till next meeting for further 

investigation. 

                                                                                E. L. Compere  Clerk pro tem. 

 

                                                                           Penfield, November 10, 1855 

         The Church met in conference. In the absence of the pastor, Bro. Neeson was called 

to the chair.  Read & confirmed the minutes of September and October. 

          Resolved that in accordance with the recommendation of the Georgia Association, 

the last Thursday in November be designated as a day of thanksgiving & prayer to God in 

view of the bountiful harvest with which the county has been favored, and that the pastor 

be requested to preach an appropriate sermon on that occasion.   

Order that $2 be appropriated for the printing of the minutes of the Georgia 

Association. 

      Granted a letter of dismission to Brother Isham Walker. 

      Received information that Brother James M. Griffin had joined the Mt. Moriah 

Church, Abbeville Dist. S.C. 

                                                                 Adjourned 

                                                                            J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

                                                                             Penfield, December 8, 1855 

       The Church met in conference, the pastor in the chair. 

       Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. A. J. Cheney. 

       Received the Treasurer’s Report and referred it to an Auditing Committee consisting 

of the Deacons and brethren Willet and McWhorter. 

       Received information that the following members had been admitted to other 

churches on our letters of dismission: Brother Benj Walker to the church at Thomaston, 

Bro T. J. Gibson at New Providence, Bro. Richard Baker at Sardis, and Sister Christopher 

at White Plains. 

       Bro. Hillyer stated to the church that he could not serve as pastor next year; 

whereupon, on motion of Bro. Willet a Committee of three, consisting of brethren Willet 

and the deacons was appointed to prepare a suitable expression of the feelings of the 

Church in severing this connexion. 

       On motion of Bro. Willet, the Deacons were requested to obtain temporary supplies 

for the pulpit until the services of a pastor can be obtained. 
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                                                      Adjourned 

                                                                           J. F. Dagg, Clerk 

 

 

      At a conference of colored members of the Church held Dec. 23, 1855, Bro. F. S. 

Nolan acting as clerk letters of dismission were granted to the following servants of bro. 

Hillyer: Peter, Sam, Cynthia, Jenny, & Celia. 

 

                                                                                     Penfield, Feb 24th 1856 

      The church met in conference, Bro. Asa Marshall in the chair. Notified that the 

Church elect a deacon next communion day.     No more, on motion adjourned. 

                                                                                  F. S. Nolan. Clerk 

 

                                                                                 Penfield, February 9th 1856 

The church met in conference today.  Bro. Neeson was requested to act as 

moderator; and S. P. Sanford as clerk.  After singing and prayer, Articles of Faith and 

Minutes of the last meeting were read. A door was then opened for the admission of 

members when the following members were received into the fellowship of the church by 

Letters of dismission viz J. G. Johnson from the church at Hamilton, Hami. Co, Moses H. 

Sanders from the Grove Level church, Franklin Co., Frederick Beasley from Powelton 

Church Hancock Co. and Francis S. Nolan from Mine Creek Church, Hempstead Co. 

Arkansas.  Brother Thomas W. Davis of the Rock Spring Church, Chambers Co. Ala. 

was received under the watch care of the Church. 

          The committee appointed to prepare a suitable expression of the feelings of the 

church on Bro. Hillyer’s resignation of his pastorship presented the following Report 

which was unanimously adopted. 

         “The committee appointed to draft Resolutions expressive of the feelings of the 

Church on the resignation of Rev. S. G. Hillyer respectfully present the following: 

         “Whereas, Rev. S. G. Hillyer, after having been Pastor of this church for several 

years, has signified his intention of removing from Penfield thereby rendering it 

necessary for him to resign his Pastorship; therefore 

 Resolved, That while we regret the necessity of parting with Bro. Hillyer, it 

affords us pleasure to bear testimony to his laboriousness and faithfulness as a minister, 

to his kindness and courtesy as a citizen, and to the success of his labors in maintaining 

and building up our church. 

 Resolved, That in the enlarged field of ministerial labor upon which he is about to 

enter, we trust he may be abundantly blessed in his own spiritual interest and may have 

many souls given to him for his reward. 

 Resolved, That these Resolutions be entered upon our minutes, and that a copy be 

furnished to our beloved Pastor.  

     Jos. E. Willet 

     S. P. Sanford 

     P. Robinson 

          Committee 
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Granted Letters of Dismission to sister Elizabeth T. Hillyer, Bro. Richard T. 

Asbury, Wm. Groce and also one to John W. Brinson in place of one which had been 

granted six months since, but which had failed to be sent. 

   Adjourned. 

     S. P. Sanford Clk pro tem 

 

 Thomas William Davis was an 1857 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

captain in the CSA and died at Vicksburg, Mississippi July 19, 1863. 

 Moses H. Sanders graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1857. He was 

a minister and teacher and lived in Plainville, Georgia. 

 Frederick A. Beasley was an 1858 graduate of Mercer University. He lived in 

Corinth, Mississippi. 

 Jarvis G. Johnson was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University. He was born 

October 17, 1832 in Harris County, Georgia. He became ill when preaching in 

Johnston’s army, while that army was in winter quarters around Dalton in March, 1864. 

He made his way back to Harris County where he died April 24, 1864. 

 

    Penfield, March 10th 1856 

 The Church met in conference today. Bro. Neeson was requested to act as 

moderator, and S. P. Sanford as clerk. After appropriate religious exercises, the minutes 

of the last meeting, and Articles of Decorum were read. A door was then opened for the 

admission of members, when the following were received into the fellowship of the 

church by Letters of dismission viz  Asa M. Marshall from the church at Knoxville, Ga., 

L. L. Veazey from Bethel Church at Crawfordville, and Henry J. Thornton from 

Harmony Church, Chattahoochee Co. Geo. 

            A letter was then read from the Cassville Church containing the following queries 

           “1st  For what cause was Benjamin Brantly excluded from said Church” 

           “2nd  Why is he not restored to the fellowship of said Church” 

            On the reading of this letter, a motion was made that Mr. Brantly be restored to 

the fellowship of the church, which failing to receive a unanimous vote, a motion was 

made and carried that Brethren Sanford, J. L. Dagg, and P. Robinson be appointed a 

committee to reply to the inquiries of the Cassville Church. 

            Granted letters of dismission to A. J. Cheney, Jesse A. Holtzclaw, and J. T. Hand. 

                                                                       Adjourned 

                                                                                       S. P. Sanford, Clerk pro tem. 

 

 Asa Monroe Marshall graduated from Mercer University in 1860. He was born 

December 26, 1832 in Jones County, Georgia and was reared in Crawford County, 

Georgia. He served in Company G, 12th Georgia Infantry Regiment, CSA and was 

appointed Chaplain August 1, 1862. He was a “circuit rider” preacher and served 

churches in Putnam, Greene and Jasper Counties. He died October 17, 1914 and is 

buried in the Harmony Southern Baptist Church Cemetery, Rudden, Putnam County, 

Georgia. 

 Lionel Lincoln Veazey was born February 5, 1833 in Hancock County, Georgia. 

He was a journalist and served as a scribe for Alexander Hamilton Stephens, Vice 
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President of the Confederacy. He died in 1906 in Crawfordville, Taliaferro County, 

Georgia. 

 

                                                                               Colored Church, March 23, 1856 

       After preaching, the colored church met in conference, Bro. J. G. Johnson acting as 

clerk. There being no references, nor any unfinished business, the church went into the 

election of a deacon, which resulted in the choice of Bro. Caesar Northen.  

The sum of $1.80 was handed over to Brother Shadrack Sanders for church 

purposes.  

 Adjourned until the fourth Sabbath in April. 

     J. G. Johnson, Clk. pro tem 

     

    Penfield, April 12, 1856 

 The church met in conference today. Bro. Neeson was called to the chair & Bro. 

J. E. Willet was requested to act as secretary. 

 A door was then opened for the admission of members, when Bro. U. W. Wise 

was received into the full fellowship of this church on a letter of dismission from the 

church at Fort Valley. 

 Bro. Sanford, chairman of the committee appointed to write to the Cassville 

Church stated that he had not called the committee together, because his engagements 

had been such as to prevent his preparing the lengthy answer which the circumstances 

would require.  

 Voted to continue the Committee and to give them the discretion either to reply to 

the enquiries in full or to state to the Cassville Church the difficulties of preparing a reply 

and to learn from them whether they insist on a full answer. 

         Granted letters of dismission to Bro. J. L. Dagg & Lady, to Bro. J. F. Dagg & Lady 

and to Sister Mary Jane Hambrick. 

         On motion of Bro. Hixson, a committee consisting of Brethren Hixson, Sanford, 

and J. R. Sanders was appointed to draft suitable resolutions on the occasion of Bro. J. L. 

Dagg’s removing from our midst. 

                                                                       Adjourned 

                                                                                         J. E. Willet, Clk pro tem 

 

 Uriah W. Wise was born in Stark County, Ohio March 12, 1813. He was 

professor of Ancient Languages at Mercer University 1855-1864. He was Superintendent 

of Schools, Nebraska, 1865-1869. He is listed in the 1880 Cass County, Nebraska census 

as an attorney. His wife Henrietta M. Post Wise joined the Penfield Baptist Church on 

September 19, 1857 by experience and was baptized. He died September 28, 1895 and is 

buried in the Elmwood Cemetery, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 Mary Jane Binion was born March 6, 1837. She married John Harrison Hamrick 

on December 20, 1855. She died July 17, 1916 and is buried in the Greenwood Baptist 

Church Cemetery in Lincoln County, Georgia. 

 

    Colored Church April 27 1856 

 After divine service, the colored Church met in conference, Bro. Murrow acting 

as Moderator. 
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 Open a door for the reception of members, none came forward. 

 On motion, the church agreed to prepare a list of members and that the roll be 

called at every conference & that absentees be required to render their excuses. 

     M. H. Sanders Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, May 10  1856 

 The Church met in conference this day, Bro. Mell was requested to act as 

moderator & J. E. Willet as Clerk. After appropriate religious services, the conference 

was organized.  

 Read the minutes of last meeting, the Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant and 

the Rules of Decorum. 

 The Committee, appointed to write to the Cassville Church, reported that they had 

written to the church but have received no answer. 

 The Committee, appointed to draft resolutions respecting Bro. J. L. Dagg, 

reported resolutions. On motion of Bro. L. L. Andrews, the resolutions were laid on the 

table until next conference. 

 Bro. Neeson called the attention of the Church to the necessities of Sister Mary 

Phipps.  

 On motion, a subscription was made amounting to $16.70, of which $14.70 were 

collected on the spot. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. Whitson G. Johnson. Called the Roll and 

adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet clk. pro tem 

 

 Lieut. Whitson George Johnson was born December 22, 1835 and died December 

13, 1893. He is buried in the Clark Cemetery, Lexington, Oglethorpe County, Georgia. 

He served in Company A, 12th Georgia Artillery Battalion, CSA. He graduated from 

Mercer University in 1855. He was admitted to the bar in 1856. He was a member of the 

National Democratic Convention, 1876; Member of the Constitutional Convention of 

Georgia, 1877; Member of the State Gubernatorial Conventions, 1876-1886; author of 

“Review of the Constitution”; author of “Sketches of Eminent Men”.  

 

        

    Penfield, June 7  1856 

 The church met in conference today. On motion, Bro. Neeson was requested to 

act as Moderator & J. E. Willet as Clerk. 

 Read the minutes of last meeting & Rules of Decorum. The Report, laid over at 

last meeting, was called up & a motion was made, that the Report lie on the table 

indefinitely. A decision being called for it was laid on the table by a vote of Yeas 16, 

Nays 3. 

 Read a letter from the Cassville Church stating that the case of Mr. B. Brantly had 

been dropped by that church in consequence of his removal to Kansas & a request from 

him that no further action be taken. 

 Read letters announcing that Bro. J. L. Dagg & wife have been received into the 

Madison Church, Bro. J. F. Dagg & wife into the 2nd Baptist Church in Atlanta & Bro. T. 

A. Reid into the Macedonia Church, Franklin Co., Ala. 
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 Granted letters of dismission to Brethren J. O. Hixson, John T. Glover, and Moses 

P. Cain. 

 Called the Roll & adjourned.  

     J. E. Willet 

      Clk. pro tem  

 

    Penfield, July 12  1856 

  The Church met in Conference today. Rev. H. H. Tucker, by request, acting as 

moderator & J. E. Willet as Clerk. After appropriate religious services, the Conference 

was organized.  

 Read the minutes of the last meeting & the rules of decorum. 

 A letter had been received by the clerk announcing that Sister M. J. Hamrick had 

been received into the fellowship of the Greenwood Church. 

 Called the Roll & adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet 

      Clerk pro tem 

 

    Penfield July 20  1856 

 The Colored church met in conference, Bro. Murrow, Moderator. 

 The case of Emeline Sharpe was brought up & after investigation, she was 

excluded. 

 A charge was brought against bro. George Massey, which case was laid over until 

next conference. 

 There being no more business on motion adjourned. 

A. M. Marshall 

Clk pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     August 10th 1856. 
Church met 

 Church met in Conference today- Rev. W. Williams, by request, acting as 

moderator, and J. E. Willet as Clerk. Read the minutes of last meeting, and rules of 

Decorum. 
Letters granted 

 Granted letters of dismission to Sisters Mary L. Mitchell and Martha E. Harris. 
Meeting at White Plains 

 Appointed Brethren H. Neeson and L. L. Andrews delegates to a general meeting 

to be held at White Plains, on the 3rd Sabbath in August. 
Election of Pastor & Clerk 

 Entered into an election for Pastor and Clerk, when Brother William Williams 

was unanimously chosen Pastor, and Br. U. W. Wise, Clerk. Appointed Brethren H. 

Neeson, P. Robinson, J. R. Sanders, S. P. Sanford and J. E. Willet a Committee to confer 

with Bro. Williams and report his decision. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise, Clerk 

 



 167 

 Rev. William Williams was born at Eatonton, Georgia March 15, 1821. He died 

February 20, 1877 and is buried at the Springwood Cemetery, Greenville, South 

Carolina. He was a lawyer for five years. He pastored churches in Alabama, Georgia, 

and South Carolina. He was professor of theology at Mercer University from 1856 to 

1859 then professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Greenville, South 

Carolina. 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     Sept 13th 1856 

 Church met in Conference, Bro. H. H. Tucker acting as Moderator. Read the 

minutes of the last meeting, the Rules of Decorum, and the articles of Faith & Covenant.  
Received 

 Bro. William Williams and his wife, Sister Ruth Williams, were received into 

Church fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Auburn, Alabama. 
Received for Baptism 

 Mr. L. L. Linenkohl was, on the relation of his Christian experience, unanimously 

received as a candidate for the Ordinance of Baptism. 
Committee Pastor 

 The Committee to confer with the Rev. Wm. Williams in relation to the pastorate 

of the Church presented the following report, which was unanimously adopted. 
Report 

 “Your Committee appointed to confer with Bro. Wm Williams, respecting the 

pastorship of this Church, beg leave to make the following report 

 “We have conversed freely with Bro. Williams upon the various points suggested 

at our last conference, and are glad to learn that he is willing to serve the church in the 

various relations of pastor, for one Sabbath in the month. His engagements and duties, he 

thinks, would not authorize him to pledge himself for more than this.” 

 “We would therefore recommend the following: 

1st That we accept Bro. Williams’ proposition, and pledge ourselves to pay him 

punctually a Salary of $200 a year. 

2nd That the pastoral year be recognized as commencing with January first, and the salary 

be due at the close of the year. 

3rd That for the remainder of 1856, we pay the ratio of the regular annual salary. 

     H. Neeson 

      Chairman Com.” 

 
2nd letter to Edna Williams 

 On the application, by letter, of Bro. A. E. Reeves, of the Baptist of Rome, 

Georgia, in behalf of Sister Edna Williams, who removed from our midst some five or six 

years ago, a second letter of dismission was granted to Sister Williams, the first having 

been lost. 
Letters of Dismission 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister [blank] Mell, Bro. Benjamin Mell, 

Sister E. A. Albritton, and Bro. H. D. McDaniel. 
Delegates to Association 

 Brethren William Williams and Horace Neeson were elected delegates, and 

Brethren Willet and Wise, alternates, to represent this church in the Georgia Association. 
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 Brethren J. R. Sanders and Thos. W. Davis were appointed to aid the deacons in 

raising funds to send to the Association.  

 Roll was called and meeting adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

 

 Louis Ludwig Linnenkohl was born June 16, 1816 in Witzenhausen, Germany. He 

was a shoemaker. His wife was Nancy Susan Kennedy. He died September 29, 1896 in 

Oglethorpe County, Georgia. He was reinterred from Old County Line Baptist Church, 

Oglethorpe County and buried in the Salem Baptist Church Cemetery, Lincolnton, 

Lincoln County, Georgia. 

 

Colored Church 

      Penfield, Georgia 

      Sept. 28th 1856 
Sam, Ann, Lucinda 

 At a conference held for the Colored Church, the Pastor being Moderator, Sam, 

the Servant of Sister Sanders, and Ann, the Servant of Bro. Sharp, and Lucinda, the 

Servant of Bro. Martin, were brought up before the church, each upon the charge of 

adultery: and it appearing from their own confessions, that they were guilty, they were 

excommunicated from the Church.  
Squire, Maria, Mary Ann 

Reports of a bad character being in general circulation about Squire, the Servant of Sister 

Lawrence, and Maria, the Servant of Mr. Phelps, and Mary Ann, the Servant of Sister 

Macon, a committee of the colored brethren, Caesar, Shadrack and Charles, was 

appointed to investigate the rumors, and report at the next Conference. 

 There being no further business the Conference adjourned. 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     Oct. 8th 1856 
Called Conference 

 At a called Conference of the Church, Wednesday night, Oct. 8th 1856, the 

deacons reported the Sum of $144.00 collected to be sent to the Georgia Association as 

contribution from this Church, including $14.98 collected at monthly concert of Prayer 

Meetings, which was ordered to be equally divided between Foreign and Domestic 

Missions. 

 The following letter was read and adopted: 

     “The Baptist Church at Penfield, Georgia 

    To the Georgia Association, Greeting: 

Dear Brethren 

 We have appointed Brethren Wm Williams and H. Neeson to represent us in your 

Association. They will hand you the amount of our contribution for the year, ($144.00) to 

be appropriated to the following objects: 

  Foreign Missions $58.25 

  Domestic Missions  55.50 

  Indian Missions  16.25 

  Publication Society    1.75 
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  Bible Board    12.00 

  General Purpose       .25     =   $144.00 

 

 The Sabbath School connected with our Church is attended by about 45 Scholars 

under the direction and instruction of a Superintendent and Seven teachers. 

 We have during the past year received into our fellowship 

 by Baptism   1 

  “   Letter    14  15 gain 

 

We have lost 

 By dismission  27 

  “   Exclusion    4 

  “   Death          0   31 loss 

    Excess of loss  16 

Present number of members Whites   75 

    Blacks   44_    

   Total                119 

 

Approved in Conference, Oct. 8th 1856 

     U. W. Wise 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     Nov. 8th 1856 

Church met in Conference. 

 The minutes of the last meeting and the rules of Decorum were read. 
L. L. Linenkohl 

 The right hand of church fellowship was extended to Bro. L. L. Linenkohl. 
J. T. Coney 

 Bro. Joel T. Coney was received into the watch care of the church, by letter from 

the church at Big Sandy, Wilkinson County.         
Miss M. Phipps 

 A Committee of three brethren, L. L. Andrews, P. Robinson and U. W. Wise, 

were appointed to make provision for the Support of Sister Mary Phipps for the next 

three months, and to report to the church at the February Conference. 
J. R. Holtzclaw 

 Brethren P. Robinson and S. P. Sanford were appointed a Committee to inquire 

into the case of Bro. Jesse R. Holtzclaw against whom charges were preferred for 

dancing, intoxication and gambling. 
J. R. Sanders, Cornelia Sanders, H. Northen 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brother J. R. Sanders and his wife, Sister 

Cornelia Sanders, and to Brother Henry Northen.  
B. Brantly 

 Brother Benjamin Brantly was, on motion, restored to Church fellowship, and a 

letter of dismission granted to him. 
R. W. Willis 

 Brethren H. Neeson and J. R. Willet were appointed a Committee to inquire into 

rumors relative to the Christian character of Bro. R. W. Willis. 

 Adjourned 



 170 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

Wm. Williams 

 Moderator 

 

 Joel T. Coney was born November 4, 1839 and died January 24, 1888. He is 

buried in the Coney Cemetery, Chappels Mill, Laurens County, Georgia. He was a 

member of the Georgia State Legislature. 

     

Penfield, Georgia 

     Dec. 13th 1856 

 Church met in Conference. Bro. H. H. Tucker was called to act as moderator in 

the absence of Bro. Wm Williams. 

 Read the minutes of the last conference and the Rules of Decorum. 

 The committee appointed at the last conference to inquire into the reports 

derogatory to the Christian character of Bro. R. W. Willis, presented the following 

Report. 

 The Committee appointed to inquire into the charges against Bro. R. W. Willis 

would submit the following report: 

 We have not been able to obtain any specific cases of drunkenness or other 

immorality; but the uniform testimony of all with whom we have conversed, is that his 

conduct during the last several months of his connection with College, was unbecoming a 

member of a Christian Church. There is reason to believe that he used ardent spirits 

frequently, if not habitually – his religious duties were neglected and he has now been 

absent from the church longer than the specified time, without manifesting any desire for 

a letter of dismission. 

 We would, therefore, recommend, that he be cited by our clerk to appear at our 

Conference in January to answer the above allegations. 

 Respectfully submitted 

   J. E. Willet 

    Chairman Com. 

 

 The Committee appointed to inquire into the rumors in circulation derogatory to 

the Christian character of Bro. Jesse R. Holtzclaw, made a verbal report, to which Bro. 

Holtzclaw replied in person. He plead guilty to a charge brought against him for having 

been engaged in dancing – but not guilty to charges of drinking and gambling. He 

acknowledged that he was not a Christian, and that he had no love for Christian usages. 

 On motion the case was deferred till the next conference that brethren may seek 

an interview with Bro. Holtzclaw with a view to his reclamation.  

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Anna Crawford and Sister Mary 

Crawford. 

 On motion the days of preaching in this Church were changed from the 2nd and 4th 

to the 1st and 3rd Sabbaths of the month, and that conference be held on the Saturday 

before the 3rd Sabbath. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 
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      Church Clerk 

H. H. Tucker, 

 Moderator Pro tem 

 

_______________________________ 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     January 17th 1857 

Church met in conference. 

 The pastor being absent, Bro. Horace Neeson, on motion acted as moderator. 

 Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last conference were read. 

 The case of Bro. R. W. Willis, deferred from the last conference, was, in 

consequence of the clerk’s neglect to cite him to appear at this meeting, postponed till the 

February conference, with an order for his citation to appear at that time. 

 The case of Bro. Jesse A. Holtzclaw was also postponed to the next conference. 

 A communication from Bro. Dayton, corresponding secretary of the Southern 

Bible Board, asking for aid, was read. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to brethren Frederick A. Beasley, Robert 

Davant, and William Groce. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise, 

      Church Clerk 

Horace Neeson 

 Moderator, Pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     February 15th 1857 

Church met in Conference 

 Read the Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant, the Rules of Decorum, and the 

minutes of the last conference. 
B. F. Gray 

 Bro. Benjamin F. Gray was received into Church fellowship, by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Hamilton, Harris County, Georgia. 

 The case of Bro. R. W. Willis was deferred to the March conference, on account 

of inability to ascertain his place of residence. 

 The case of Bro. Jesse A. Holtzclaw deferred from last conference, was 

considered, and, on motion, he was excluded from the church. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister S. S. Stow and Brethren Elijah B. 

Stow, and David W. Lester. 

 Brethren L. L. Andrews and P. Robinson were appointed a Committee to make 

application to the Court of Greene County for the relief of Sister Mary Phipps. 

 The Committee appointed at the November Conference to make provision for the 

support of Sister Mary Phipps, was continued for the next three month, to report to May 

conference. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

William Williams 
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  Moderator 

_____________________ 

 

Called Conference 

    Penfield, Georgia 

    Wednesday night, February 19th 57 

Church met in Special Conference 

 Bro. A. B. Sharp, and his wife, Sister M. C. Sharp, were received into Church 

fellowship, by letter from the Macedonia Church. 

 Adjourned 

     U. W. Wise, Church Clerk 

William Williams 

Moderator 

 

    Penfield, Georgia 

     March 14th 1857 

 Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Bro. H. H. Tucker, and his wife, Sister Sarah O. Tucker, were received into 

Church fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Lagrange. 

 Bro. George A. Mathews and his wife, sister Mary Mathews were received into 

Church fellowship by letter from the [blank] 

 Bro. J. C. Brown was received into church fellowship by letter from the Baptist 

Church at Newnan, Georgia. 

 Bro. Wm. C. Boon of Enon Grove requested to be received under the watch care 

of the church. His request was granted. 

 The case of Bro. R. W. Willis was deferred to the next conference. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bre. H. H. Tucker and J. D. Andrews. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

Wm Williams 

 Moderator 

  

 James Courtney Browne was born in Clarke (now Oconee) County. At the age of 

18 he moved to Newnan. He entered Mercer University in January, 1857 and graduated 

in July, 1859. He then became principal of Hearn School at Cave Spring. He served in 

the Confederate Army and was captured in North Carolina and sent to Camp Chase, 

Ohio. In 1866 he served the Rome Church as pastor and later pastored churches in South 

Carolina. He was born May 10, 1836 and died August 26, 1914. He is buried at the Aiken 

First Baptist Church Cemetery, South Carolina. 

William C. Boon received a seminary degree from Mercer University in 1859.  

John D. Andrews was an 1856 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

physician and lived in Thomasville, Georgia. 

 

_______________________ 
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Penfield, Georgia 

     April 18th 1857 

 Church met in conference. Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last conference 

were read. 

 Bro. Wm G. Woodfin was received into the Church fellowship by letter from the 

Mount Olivet Baptist Church, Hanover County, Virginia. 

 Bro. Moses N. McCall, licentiate Minister, was received into Church fellowship 

by letter from Middle Ground Baptist Church, Scriven Co., Georgia. 

 The case of Bro. R. W. Willis, deferred from the last conference was considered, 

and in consequence of his unchristian walk and conversation, and his contempt of the 

Church in not answering to the citation to answer for his conduct, he was 

excommunicated from the church. 

 Bro. Thos. A. Seals requested and received a letter of dismission. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

William Williams 

 Moderator 

 

 Moses N. McCall was an 1860 graduate of Mercer University. He was both a 

preacher and a teacher. He was a brother of George R. McCall. He was born January 6, 

1831 in Screven County, Georgia and died May 9, 1885 in Dalton, Whitfield County, 

Georgia. He is buried at the Laurel Grove Cemetery, Savannah, Georgia. 

 

___________________ 

 

Penfield, Georgia 

     May 16th 1857 

 Church met in Conference. The Articles of Faith and Covenant, the Rules of 

Decorum, and the minutes of the last conference were read. 

 Bro. C. E. Sanders requested and received a letter of dismission from the church. 

 The time of Bro. Henry Northen’s letter of dismission having expired, it was, at 

his request extended six months longer. 

 Bro. Thos. W. Davis, who has been under the watch care of this Church, being 

about to remove, requested a certificate of standing. The request was granted. 

 In consequence of the absence of Bro. Williams, the Communion Season was 

deferred to the first Sunday in June. 

 Brethren Sanford, Willet, and Wise were appointed a Committee to expurgate and 

correct the roll of members of the Church. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

S. P. Sanford 

 Mod. pro tem 
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    Penfield, Georgia 

     June 20, 1857 

Church met in Conference. The Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last 

Conference were read. 

 Sister E. A. Albritton returned to the Church the letter of dismission granted at 

September Conference, 1856. 

 The Committee appointed to expurgate the roll reported. 

 The Clerk was instructed to write to Brethren M. Jones and J. H. Malone, to 

inform them of the object of the appointment of the Committee above named and of their 

report. 

 The name of Bro. F. S. Nolan was ordered to stand till next Conference. 

 Brethren L. L. Andrews and G. A. Mathews, having, on the strength of a rumor, 

had an interview with Bro. J. W. Arnold relative to the use of profane language, were 

appointed a committee to present Bro. Arnold’s case to the Church at Washington: 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister S. A. Sellick. 

 Permission was granted to Sister S. Green to continue her membership with us 

until she becomes permanently settled. 

 The Committee appointed at November Conference, 1856, to make provision for 

the Support of Sister Mary Phipps, made report. The report was accepted, and the 

account, amounting to $20.98, was ordered to be paid. The Committee was then 

discharged, and a new Committee consisting of Brethren J. E. Willet, S. P. Sanford, A. 

Lansdell and William Williams was appointed for the same purpose. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

Wm. Williams 

 Moderator 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     July 18, 1857 

 Church met in Conference. Read Rules of Decorum and Minutes of last meeting. 

 The Committee appointed to refer the case of Bro. J. W. Arnold to the church at 

Washington, reported that the duties had been attended to, and was discharged.  

 Bro. F. S. Nolan’s case deferred from the last Conference was discussed, and the 

Clerk was instructed to cite Bro. Nolan to answer for continued absences, and neglect to 

take out letter of dismission from the church, in violation of the rule. 

 Rec’d letter from M. W. Pope, Clerk of the Bethel Baptist Church, Jasper County, 

stating that Bro. R. P. Davant had been received into that church. 

 Bro. William Williams resigned the pastoral charge of the Church. 

 Bro. Moses H. Sanders requested and received a letter of dismission. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

Wm. Williams, 

 Moderator 
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    Penfield, Ga 

     Aug. 15th 1857 

Church met in Conference. On motion Bro. Wm. Williams, served as moderator, and 

Bro. J. E. Willet as clerk, in the absence of Bro. U. W. Wise. 

 Agreed to postpone Communion from tomorrow until the next church meeting. 

 The Church resolved to elect a pastor at the present meeting. On balloting, Bro. T. 

D. Martin was elected, and the deacons were appointed to confer with him and report at 

the next meeting. 

 Received letter stating that Bro. J. D. Andrews had been received into the 

fellowship of the Eatonton Church. 

 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. George E. Macon. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet 

      Clerk pro tem 

Wm. Williams 

 Mod. pro tem 

 

 George Early Macon graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1857. He 

was an attorney at law and a teacher. He was a captain in the CSA. He was born May 13, 

1834 in Greene County, Georgia and died June 21, 1871, Barbour County, Alabama. He 

is buried in the Clayton City Cemetery, Barbour County, Alabama. 

 

__________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. Sept. 19, 1857 

 Church met in conference.  The Articles of Faith, the Rules of Decorum, and the 

minutes of the last conference were read. 
Miss D.S. Phipps 

 Miss D. S. Phipps laid before the Church a letter of dismission from the Church of 

Christ meeting at corner of 8th and Walnut Streets, Cincinnati, with a request that she 

might be received into the fellowship of this church.  The letter was referred to a 

committee consisting of Brethren P. Robinson, S. P. Sanford and L. L. Andrews to report 

at the next conference. 
Bro. T. D. Martin 

Bro. T. D. Martin presented a letter of dismission from the Bethel Church of 

Crawfordville, and was received into the fellowship of this Church. 
L. H. Seals 

 Sister L. H. Seals was received into membership by letter from the Baptist Church 

at Perry, Ga. 

 Misses Martha Seals and Emma Macon, and Messrs. Simeon P. Jenkins, Leroy H. 

Boykin, Julius W. Leslie, and Jno. Langford, were, on the relation of their experiences, 

received as candidates for the ordinance of baptism. 

 Bro. Robert H. Cadenhead and Br Jacob K. Callaway were received under the 

watch care of the Church. 

 Bro. Frederick A. Beazely returned his letter of dismission granted to him at the 

January conference. 
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 Received a letter of explanation from Brother Mitchell Jones.  The church granted 

him a letter of dismission, with instructions to the Clerk to write to him the wish of this 

Church that he should present the letter to the church most convenient to his place of 

residence. 

 The case of Bro. J. H. Malone was deferred to the next conference. 

 

 Leroy Holt Boykin was born March 28, 1840 in Columbus, Georgia, the son of 

Dr. Samuel Boykin. He married Laura E. Hunter February 13, 1859. 

 Julius Winfield Leslie was born October 1, 1837 and died December 23, 1908. He 

is buried in the Pierce Family Cemetery, White Plains, Greene County, Georgia. He was 

an 1858 graduate of Mercer University. 

 Robert Henry Cadenhead graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1861. 

He was a lieutenant in the CSA and was mortally wounded and died May 16, 1862 in 

Mississippi. He is shown in the 1850 Chambers County, Alabama census as 11 years old, 

listed with James Cadenhead, age 54 and other family members. 

 

 Ordered unanimously that the old resolution to dispense with sermon or lecture on 

conference days be rescinded, and that the pastor be left to his own discretion in regard to 

the exercises of the occasion. 

Brethren Willett and Sharp were appointed a Committee to collect funds to send 

to the Georgia Association. 

Brother T. D. Martin and Wm Williams were appointed delegates, and Bro. H. 

Neeson alternate, to the Georgia Association. 

 Ordered that the Church meet in Conference on Wednesday night before the 

meeting of the Association to receive the report of the committee to collect funds, as 

above stated. 

 Bro. T. D. Martin announced his acceptance of the pastoral charge of the Church. 

 On Wednesday night last Mrs. H. M. Wise and Messrs James M. Lennard and J. 

P. Carson were, on the relation of their experience, received as candidates for the 

ordinance of baptism. 

 

 Mrs. H. M. Wise was Henrietta Maria Post Wise, the wife of Uriah W. Wise. She 

was born January 1, 1810 in New Hampshire. 

 James Munroe Lennard was born December 5, 1837 and died January 14, 1908. 

He is buried in the Riverdale Cemetery, Columbus, Muscogee County, Georgia. He lost a 

leg at the Battle of Chickamauga. He was a teacher and lawyer and graduated from 

Mercer University in 1858. 

 Captain Joseph Perryman Carson was an 1860 graduate of Mercer University. 

He was born June 1, 1839 and died March 25, 1889. He served in Company I, 4th 

Georgia Infantry, CSA and was wounded more than once. He had three brothers killed in 

the Civil War: Major John Thomas Carson, Company C, 12th Georgia Regiment died 

September 30, 1864 from wounds; Sgt. James Alston Carson, Company C, 12th Georgia 

Regiment, died August 27, 1862; and Pvt. Robert Hall Carson, Company I, 4th Georgia 

Infantry, killed in action March 25, 1865. 

 

Baptism 
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On Sunday Sept. 23rd  Mrs. H. M. Wise, Misses Martha Seals and Emma Macon, 

and Messrs James M. Lennard, S. T. Jenkins, L. H. Boykin, J. Langford, J. P. Carson, and 

J. W. Leslie, were baptised, and received the right hand of Church fellowship. 

  

 Saturday, Sept. 26 

 Church met in Special Conference; and the door of the Church being opened for 

the reception of members; 

 Misses Letitia Branch and Rachel Neeson, and Messrs W. H. H. Branch and 

George W. Ramey were, on a relation of experience, received as candidates for the 

ordinance of baptism. 

 Letter of dismission was granted to Dr. John Branch of Cedar Town. 

 

 John Calvin Branch was born August 11, 1807 in Chesterfield, Virginia and died 

March 17, 1888. He is buried in the Greensboro City Cemetery, Greene County, 

Georgia. His son, William H. H. Branch was born June 16, 1840 and died January 11, 

1891. He is also buried in the Greensboro City Cemetery. He graduated from Mercer 

University in the class of 1859 and was an attorney and member of the Georgia 

Legislature. He served in Company A, Phillips Legion during the Civil War and lost an 

arm at Sharpsburg. 

 Rachel Neeson is shown in the 1850 Columbia County, Georgia census as age 8 

in the household of Horace Neeson, age 38 along with other family members. 

 George W. Ramey graduated from Mercer University in 1861. He was an agent of 

the Atlanta and West Point railroad. 

 

Baptism 

Sunday afternoon, Sept. 27th. The ordinance of baptism was administered by Bro. Martin 

to Misses Letitia Branch and Rachel Neeson, and Messrs W. H. H. Branch and George 

W. Ramey. 

 

Wednesday night, Sept. 30th 1857. Church in conference.  The door of the church being 

opened, Messrs Thos. W. Robinson and Bushrod Lumsden were, on a relation of their 

experience, received as candidates for the ordinance of Baptism. 

 Sat. Oct. 10th  The door of the church being opened, Mrs. Vaughn and Mr. 

Charles W. Thornton were, on a relation of their experience, received as Candidates for 

the ordinance of baptism. 

 

 Thomas W. Robinson was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University. He was born 

August 20, 1839 and died January 18, 1874. He is buried in the Greensboro City 

Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. He was a lawyer and Solicitor of County Court, 

Greene County, Georgia. 

 Bushrod Lawson Lumsden was born March 17, 1840 and died January 7, 1919. 

He is buried in the Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Georgia. He served as Captain in the 

Georgia 46th Regiment Voluntary Infantry, Company I, CSA. 

 Charles W. Thornton graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1859. He 

was the son of Nathaniel Macon Thornton. He was born in Alabama but is listed in 

Muscogee County, Georgia in the 1850 census. In the 1860 census he is listed in the 
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Cherokee County, Alabama census, age 20. He died in Confederate service. His 

tombstone reads: Captain Charles W. Thornton killed at Oak Hill, Mo. August 9, 1861, 

age 24 years. He is buried in the Linwood Cemetery, Columbus, Muscogee County, 

Georgia. 

 

Baptism 

Sunday evening, Oct. 11th  The ordinance of baptism was administered to Mrs. Vaughn 

and Messrs Thos. W. Robinson and B. Lumsden. 

                                                                                     U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                  Church Clerk 

 T. D. Martin 

 Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

African Church 

September, 1857. Church in conference. Rec’d by letter Mrs. Albritten’s Daniel 

from Shiloh, Randolph County, Ga. 

 By experience Ben belonging to W. B. Meadows of Taliaferro County, and 

Rebecca, servant of Mrs. C. Sanders. 

 

    Baptist Church 

At Penfield, Georgia 

   To the Georgia Association, Greeting: 

Dear Brethren, 

 We have appointed Brethren T. D. Martin and Wm Williams, with Bro. H. 

Neeson as alternate, to represent our Church in your association. They will present you 

the amount of our contributions for the year $137.95, to be appropriated in the following 

manner:  

 

  Foreign Missions $41.30 

  Domestic     “    39.65 

  Central Africa  “      42.50 

  S. B. Pub. Society     5.00 

  S. Bible Board      6.00 

  General Purposes     1.00 

  Minutes      2.50 

              $137.95 

 

The Sabbath School connected with our Church numbers about 40 Scholars, under the 

direction of a Superintendent and six teachers. 

 We have during the past year received into our fellowship by 

  Experience  19 

  Letter   15 

  Restoration   1   =   35 

 We have lost by 
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  Dismission  19 

  Exclusion    2 

  Death     3   =  24    gain 11. 

Present number of members 

  Whites   87 

  Blacks   46   =   total    133. 

      

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     Oct. 17th 1857 

 Church met in Conference. Read Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last 

conference. 

 The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Miss D. S. Phipps, making 

application for admission into the Church, reported adverse to the application on the 

ground of informality and insufficiency of the evidence presented in the letter. 

 Ordered that the Committee be discharged and that the letter be returned to the 

bearer. 

 The case of Bro. J. H. Malone was deferred on account of the oversight of the 

Clerk in not writing to him in obedience to the order of last conference. 

 Notice was given by Bro. S. P. Sanford that a motion would be made at the next 

conference to change the time of holding conference. 

 Bro. J. A. Preston was received under the watch care of the Church. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

 Moderator 

 

 James A. Preston was born August 29, 1832 in Walton County, Georgia. He died 

November 4, 1878 and is buried in the Evergreen Cemetery, Paris, Lamar County, Texas. 

He was a Baptist Minister and was sent by the Georgia Association as a missionary to 

the Creek Nation in Arkansas.  

 

______________________ 

 

    Nov. 14th 1857 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and Minutes of last Conference 

were read. 

 The case of Bro. J. H. Malone was again deferred to the next conference, and the 

clerk was instructed to address him another letter, and to inform him of the rumors afloat 

here detrimental to his Christian Character. 

 The question of a change in the time for holding our Church Conference was 

discussed and was indefinitely postponed. 
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 Ordered that Bro. H. G. Northen be allowed to continue his church membership 

with us until he shall determine his place of permanent residence. 

 Adjourned 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clk. 

 

    Colored Church, Nov. 14th 1857 

Church in Conference. The door being opened for the reception of members, Martha, 

Servant of Mr. Chamberlains, of Greensboro, and Amanda, Servant of Bro. L. L. 

Andrews were received on a relation of their experience.  Chaney, servant of Bro. S. P. 

Sanford was restored. 

B. F. Gray 

                                                                             Clerk Pro tem 

 

                                                         Colored Church, Nov. 29th 1857 

 In Conference, Mahala, Servant of Bro. T. D. Martin was received on a relation of 

her experience as a candidate for baptism. 

                                                                                   U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                        Clerk of Ch. 

T. D. Martin 

                  Moderator 

 

                                  _________________________________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga. 

 Dec. 2nd  1857 

Church in Special Conference.  On motion of Bro. Wm. Williams, Bro. James M. 

Lennard was licensed to engage in the labors of the Gospel Ministry. 

                                                                                   U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                   Ch. Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

               Moderator 

                                ___________________________________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga. 

      Dec. 19th 1857 

Church in regular Conference.  The Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last 

meeting were read. 

 The case of Bro. J. H. Malone was taken up.  A letter from Bro. Malone was read 

in which he denied the charge of intemperance, but confessed to having been guilty of 

unchristian conduct and requested that his name should be stricken from the Church roll. 

 On motion his case was again deferred to the next conference, and a committee, 

consisting of Brethren S. P. Sanford, T. D. Martin and L. L. Linnenkohl was appointed to 

seek and if possible to have an interview with Bro. Malone, with a view to his 

reclamation; and the clerk was instructed to inform Bro. Malone of these proceedings. 
 
J. A. Holtzclaw restored. 
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 A letter from Jesse A. Holtzclaw was read expressing penitence on account of the 

causes which led to his exclusion from this Church, and requesting that he might be 

restored to membership again. The request was granted.  
 

J. A, Holtzclaw letter of dismission 

 On motion a letter of dismission was granted to Bro. J. A. Holtzclaw. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

 Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     January 3rd 1858 
B.F. Gray letter of dismission 

Church in Special Conference. A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. B. F. 

Gray. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

 Moderator 

 

_________________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     January 16th 1858 

 Church in Conference. Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last meeting were 

read. 
 
J. H. Malone Excluded 

 The case of Bro. J. H. Malone was considered, and on motion he was excluded 

from the Church. 
 
F. S. Nolan 

 The case of Bro. F. S. Nolan which appears on the minutes of July conference 

1857, was considered. In addition to the complaint of neglect to take out a letter of 

dismission as required by the rule of the Church, Bro. Neeson preferred against him a 

charge of dishonorable conduct in refusing to fulfill his contracts with Bro. Neeson. On 

motion he was excluded from the church. 

         Adjourned.          

                                                                                   U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                Ch. Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

             Moderator 

 

  Penfield, GA, 
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Feby 20th 1858 

Church in Conference. Articles of Faith and Covenant, Rules of Decorum, and 

minutes of the last meeting were read. 
 

W. C. Boon received 

   Bro. Wm. C. Boon was received into the church fellowship by letter from the 

church at Enon, Heard County. 
 
Smith 

 Bro. [blank] Smith was received under the watch care of the Church. 
 

Mary Phipps 

 The committee appointed at June Conference, 1857, to provide for the support of 

Sister Mary Phipps reported an account of [blank] for the term of their Service.  The 

report was received and the committee discharged, and an order made to raise a 

collection and pay the account. 
 
M. Phipps 
New Com. 

Brethren A. B. Sharp, G. A. Mathews and T. D. Martin were appointed a new 

committee for the same service. 

A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. A. Lansdell, to Sister A. Lansdell his 

wife and Sister M. Lansdell, his daughter. 

 The days of meeting were changed from the first and third to the second and 

fourth Sunday of the month.  Conference to be held Saturday before the Second Sunday. 

                  Adjourned. 

                                                                                        U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                      Ch. Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

     Moderator 

 

     Penfield, Ga. 

March 13th 1858 

Church met in Conference.  Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 A letter was received from the Baptist Church at Cedar Town stating that Bro. 

John Branch had been received into the fellowship of that Church. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Wm. H. Cocroft. 

                                             Adjourned 

                                                                                       U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                       Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

                   Mod. 

 

                                    ____________________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga. 

April 10th 1858 
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Church met in conference.  Minutes of the last meeting were read, and, on motion, 

the reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. 

Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Henry G. Northen and G. A. 

Mathews, and to Sister Mary Mathews. 

     Adjourned. 

                                                                                     U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                   Ch. Clerk 

H. Neeson 

     Mod pro tem 

 

_____________________ 

    Penfield Ga 

     May 9th 1858 

Church met in Conference. The Articles of Faith and Covenant, the Rules of 

Decorum, and the Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Bro. James H. Allen, from the Church at Horeb, Hancock County, was received 

under the watch care of the Church. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Jos. H. McWhorter and to Bro. Julius 

W. Leslie. 

 A letter was received stating that Bro. Simeon T. Jenkins had been received into 

the fellowship of the Baptist Church at Georgetown, Ky. A letter was also received 

stating that Bro. Wm. H. Cocroft had been received into the fellowship of the Baptist 

Church at Beaver Dam, Franklin Co., Ga. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

T. D. Martin 

 Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga.., 

     June 12th 1858 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 A letter was laid before the church from the church at Washington in behalf of the 

restoration of Mr. Boling A. Lane who had been excluded from this church. From want of 

a sufficient knowledge of the state of the record relative to Mr. Lane’s case, the question 

was referred to the Clerk, with order to make report to a Special Conference to be held on 

Wednesday night next. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. F. A. Beazely. 

 A letter was received stating that Bro. Henry G. Northen had presented his letter 

of dismission to the Church at Sparta and had been received into full fellowship. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

T. D. Martin 
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 Moderator 

_____________________ 

 

   Colored Church 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     June 12th 1858 

 After preaching Church sat in Conference, Bro. Martin presiding. 

 Took up some reports charging Sister Mary Ann (Mrs. Macon’s) and Sister 

Sophia (Mr. Johnson’s) and Bro. Radford, (Mr. McWhorter’s Servant) with unchristian 

conduct; and appointed the deacons and Bro. Ben a Committee to investigate the reports 

and report the facts to the Church at the next meeting. 

 Adjourned. 

     W. C. Boon 

      Clerk pro tem 

T. D. Martin 

 Moderator. 

________________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     June 16th 1858 

Church in Special Conference. The Clerk made report in relation to the state of 

the minutes in the case of Mr. Boling A. Lane, as follows: 

 As far as the record shows, Mr. B. A. Lane was received into the church by letter, 

Oct. 4th 1854. Since which time no other proceedings in relation to Mr. Lane appear in 

the minutes. 

 It was then ordered, that in consequence of the deficiency in the minutes, owing in 

all probability, to the want of a regular clerk at the time of the proceedings in Mr. Lane’s 

case, the clerk made the following communication to the church at Washington. 

 Resolved that [blank] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penfield, Georgia 

 July 10th 1858 

Church met in conference.  The Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Rec’d into Church fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Georgetown, 

Ky., Sister Ann Crawford, Sister Mary A. S. Crawford, Bro. Lewis G. Crawford & Bro. 

Wm. H. Crawford. 

 Adjourned 

                                                                                  U. W Wise 

                                                                                                   Clerk 

T. D. Martin 



 185 

                Moderator 

 

 Anne Katherine “Anna” Lazer Crawford, wife of Nathaniel Macon Crawford, 

was born September 22, 1815 in South Carolina. She died June 18, 1904 and is buried in 

the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Georgia. Their children, Mary A. S. Crawford, born 

January 28, 1842, died December 18, 1932; Louis Gerdien Crawford, born December 

27, 1843, died January 15, 1925; and William Harris Crawford, born June 21, 1846, 

died February 15, 1913 are all buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, 

Georgia. 

 Louis/Lewis G. Crawford was an 1862 graduate of Mercer University. He was an 

attorney at Georgetown, Kentucky. 

 

     Penfield, GA 

     August 8th 1858 

 Church met in conference. The Articles of Faith, Rules of Decorum, and minutes 

of the last meeting were read. 

 Ordered that the administration of the Lord’s Supper be postponed to the Second 

Sabbath of September. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister R. Mays. 

 Adjourned 

                                                                                  U. W. Wise 

                                                                                               Clerk 

T.D. Martin 

            Moderator 

 

 Penfield, Ga. 

       Sept, 11th 1858 

Church met in conference.  Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last meeting were 

read. 

 Brethren D. M. Lawrence and J. S. Manning were received under the watch care 

of the Church. 

 Received from Bro. T. D. Martin a letter resigning the pastoral charge of this 

Church. 

 On motion the resignation was accepted. 

 On motion Bro. Wm. Williams was appointed delegate to the Georgia Association 

to meet at Beaver Dam Church on Friday here the 2d Sunday in October.  Bro. Martin 

was appointed alternate. 

Brethren Robinson and Sharp were appointed a committee to raise funds to send 

up to the Association. 

 On motion the conference adjourned to meet on Wednesday night first, to 

consult in relation to a pastor. 

                                                                                U. W. Wise 

                                                                                           Clerk 

H. Neeson 

            Mod pro tem 
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In consequence of the inclemency of the weather, the church did not meet in 

conference as above ordered. 

 

 Penfield, Ga. 

       October 6th 1858 

Church met in called Conference to hear the report of the committee to raise funds 

to send up to the Georgia Conference, and to hear the letter read. 

 The Committee reported that they had raised one hundred dollars ($100). 

 The following letter was then adopted: 

 

The Baptist Church 

                   Penfield, Georgia 

                                            To the Georgia Association, Greeting 

Dear Brethren, 

  We have appointed Brethren N. M. Crawford and T. D. Martin to represent our 

Church in your body, to unite with you in your consultations for the interests of Zion.  

They will present you with the amount of our contributions for the present Associational 

year, to wit, $100, to be apportioned in the following manner: 

      To Foreign Missions     $24.25 

                              Domestic    “             26.00 

                           Central African  “           8.75 

                              Indian              “         23.00 

  Bible & colporteur           6.00   

  General Purposes           10.00          $98.00 

Amount brot up              $98.00 

Minutes                               2.00 

           Total                   $100.00 

 

 The Sabbath School connected with our Church numbers about 40 scholars under 

the direction and instruction of a Superintendent and six teachers. 

 We have during the past year received into our fellowship by 

                                   Experience            0 

                                   Letter                     4 

                                   Restoration            1     =   5 

 

 We have lost by 

                                  Dismission              13 

                                  Exclusion                 5 

                                  Death                        0   =    18 

                                  Absolute Loss                      13 

 Present number of members 

                                   White                 77 

                                    Blacks               43 

            Total                120 

 Adopted in conference October 6th 1858. 

                                                                           U. W. Wise 
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                                                                                         Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, Mod pro tem 

____________________ 

 

Penfield, Oct. 9th 1858 

Church met in Conference. Bro. H. Neeson was called to act as moderator. Rules 

of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Brother Robert H. Rowland and Wm. W. Brooks were received into Church 

fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Stamp Creek, Cass County, Georgia. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Marshall J. Clark and James M. 

Lennard. 

 Conference adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

H. Neeson 

 Mod. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Nov. 13th 1858 

Church met in Conference. Bro. N. M. Crawford was called to act as moderator. 

The Articles of Faith and Covenant, Rules of Decorum, and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 
Vaughn 

 Bro. J. B. Vaughn was at his request received under the watch care of the Church. 
A.J. Cheeves 

Bro. A. Judson Cheeves was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Fort Valley, Ga. 
N. M. Crawford 

 Bro. N. M. Crawford was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Georgetown, Ky. 
Benj. Brantly 

 Rec’d information that Bro. Benj. Brantly had been received into Church 

fellowship by the Mill Creek Church of United Baptists, Bourbon Co., Kansas 

 Resolved to go into an election of pastor after prayer meeting on Wednesday 

night next. 

 Adjourned to hold conference on Wednesday night next.  

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Mod. pro tem 

 

 Adoniram Judson Cheeves graduated from Mercer University in the class of 

1862. In 1863 he married, Anna Maria Sanford, the daughter of Shelton P. Sanford. He 

was clerk of the Rehoboth Association for 28 years and Moderator for four years. He was 

born July 5, 1839, Montezuma, Macon County, Georgia and died January 26, 1912. He 

is buried in the Felton Cemetery, Montezuma, Macon County, Georgia. 

_______________________ 
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    Nov. 14th 1858 

Colored Church in Conference. A letter of dismission was granted to Sally, servant of 

Bro. L. R. L. Jennings of Athens. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

J. A. Preston 

 Mod. pro tem 

_______________________ 

 

    Nov. 17th 1858 

Church met in conference, according to adjournment, to elect a pastor. 
T. J. Bowen elected pastor 

 An election was held and resulted in the Choice of Rev. T. J. Bowen of 

Greensboro. 

 Brethren William Williams, P. Robinson, S. P. Sanford, and U. W. Wise were 

appointed a committee to inform Bro. Bowen of his election and to urge his acceptance. 
L. L. Veazy and L. H. Boykin 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren L. L. Veazy and Leroy H. Boykin. 

                                                                        U. W. Wise  

                                                                             Clerk 

S. P. Sanford 

                  Mod. pro tem 

 

                                                      Dec. 11th 1858 

 Church met in conference.  Bro. N. M. Crawford was called to act as moderator. 

 Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The committee appointed at the last conference to inform Rev. T. J. Bowen of his 

election as pastor of the Church reported that they had had an interview with Bro. Bowen, 

and that in consequence of other engagements, he could not serve us. 

 On motion the church then went into an election for pastor, which resulted in the 

choice of Rev. Wm. Williams, who, being present declined to accept. 

 On motion a Committee consisting of Brethren Wm. Williams, A. B. Sharp, and 

U. W. Wise was appointed to make inquiry in relation to a pastor, and to report at the 

next regular conference. 

 On motion, Bro. N. M. Crawford was added to the committee. 
Mary Phipps 

 On motion, a new Committee, consisting of the deacons (Sanford and Robinson) 

and U. W. Wise, was appointed to attend to the wants of Sister Mary Phipps. 

                                                            Adjourned 

                                                                           U. W. Wise 

                                                                                            Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

       

_______________________ 

 

     Jany 8th 1859 

No conference, in consequence of the inclemency of the weather. 
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Penfield, Jany 30th 1859 

Church met in Special Conference. Bro. H. H. Tucker was requested to act as 

moderator. 
G. W. Ramey 

A request was made for a letter of dismission for Bro. G. W. Ramey. Objection 

being made, on the grounds of rumors in circulation unfavorable to the Christian 

character of Bro. Ramey, a committee consisting of Brethren T. D. Martin, S. P. Sanford 

and J. G. Johnson, was appointed to inquire into the rumors and make report at the next 

regular conference. 
E. B. Barrett 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. E. B. Barrett. 

 Conference adjourned. 

U. W. Wise 

                                                                                      Clerk 

H. H. Tucker 

             Mod. pro tem 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

Penfield, Feby 12th 1859 

Church met in regular conference.  Bro. N. M. Crawford was requested to act as 

moderator.  Articles of Faith and Covenant, and Rules of Decorum, and minutes of the 

last conference were read. 

 The committee appointed at December Conference to make inquiry relative to a 

pastor for the Church reported that they were unable to obtain any satisfactory 

information on the Subject, or to suggest any plan for filling the pastorate, and were 

discharged from further service. 
C. A. Hawkins, J. B. Hilldrup, Geo. West, G. M. Milner, Wm. S. Beadles I. O. McDaniel 

 The door of the church being opened, Bro. Charles A. Hawkins was received into 

the Church fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Salem, Oglethorpe Co., Ga.; 

Bro. James B. Hilldrup by letter from the Baptist Church at Plum Branch, S.C.; Bro. 

George West by letter from the Baptist Church at Lumpkin, Ga.; Bro. Geo. M. Milner, by 

letter from the Baptist Church, Salem, Oglethorpe Co. Ga.; Bro. Wm. S. Beadles, by 

letter from the Baptist Church, Newnan, Ga.; Bro. Ira O. McDaniel was received under 

the watch care of the Church from the 2d Baptist Church at Atlanta. 
G. W. Ramey 

 The committee appointed at the last conference to inquire into the case of Bro. G. 

W. Rainey, was continued to report at the next meeting. 
Report relative to dancing 

 Reports having come to the knowledge of the Church that certain members had 

been engaged in dancing, a committee, consisting of Brethren P. Robinson, L. L. 

Andrews, and W. G. Woodfin, was appointed to inquire into the truth of the reports, and 

report at the next Conference. 

 It having been stated to the Church that the young ministers connected with the 

University had made an arrangement to supply the colored Church with preaching every 
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Sabbath during the present college term, the Conference, on motion, approved of the 

arrangements. 

 The Conference by a unanimous vote, invited Bro. N. M. Crawford to act as a 

supply to the Church until a pastor could be found. And Bro. Crawford consented to 

serve in this capacity. 

 On motion it was resolved to compensate Bro. Crawford for his services at the 

same rate as paid to the regular pastor. 
H. J. Thornton 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Henry J. Thornton. 

 Adjourned 

      U. W. Wise 

                                                                       Clerk 

N. M. Crawford  

                    Moderator pro tem 

 

 Charles A. Hawkins graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1861. He 

was killed at Winchester on his way to Gettsyburg on June 14, 1863. He was a Captain in 

the 38th Georgia Infantry. 

 William S. Beadles graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1861. He 

was a Lieutenant in the CSA. He lived in Coweta and Fayette Counties. He died 

December 9, 1881. 

 Ira Oliver McDaniel was the son of Ira O. McDaniel, Sr. and Rebecca Oliver 

McDaniel. 

  

 

_______________________ 

 

 

     Feb. 13th, 1859 

Colored Church met in conference.  Bro. J. A. Preston acted as moderator. 

 Charges were preferred against “Squire” a servant of Mrs. Lawrence, for repeated 

drunkenness. A committee, consisting of Brethren Charles and Ben Andrews, was 

appointed to investigate the case.  A charge was brought against Warner, a servant of Dr. 

Neeson, for having three wives.  A charge was also made against “Lit,” a servant of Mrs. 

Cox, for living in adultery with a woman called Aga, a servant of Dr. N. M. Crawford. 

The same committee was instructed to investigate these two cases, and report to next 

conference. 

     Adjourned 

      U. W. Wise 

                                                                     Clerk 

J. A. Preston 

               Mod. pro tem 

 

_______________________ 

 

                                             March 12th 1859 
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Church met in conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Bro. Albert C. Butler was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Greenwood, Fla. 

 The case of Bro. G. W. Ramey was postponed to the next conference. 
Bro. Tarwater, Sist. Tarwater 

 The committee appointed at the last conference to inquire into the reports relative 

to dancing made report.  Bro. Tarwater made a statement to the church, in which he 

confessed that himself and Sister Tarwater had been engaged in dancing, acknowledged 

the impropriety of their conduct, and begged the forgiveness of the Church, pledging 

themselves not again to engage in such amusement.  On motion the forgiveness of the 

Church was extended to Br. and Sister Tarwater. 

 Bro. Wm. Morgan also stated that he and Sister Morgan had been engaged in 

dancing, but did not consider that they had sinned thereby against God, or Christ, or the 

Bible.  He regretted however, that they had, in their doing, offend the Church and 

pledged himself and Sister Morgan to abstain from such amusement for the future. 

 On motion it was resolved that, although the Church regret the opinion 

entertained by Bro. and Sister Morgan, yet in view of the statement and the pledges 

given, they are willing to pass over the offense. 

 Brethren T. W. Robinson, Alvah B. Spencer, and James C. Brown severally 

acknowledged to having taken part in dancing, confessed their error and pledged 

themselves to abstain in future. 
Mrs. M. E. Seals 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Mary Ellen Seals. 

      U. W. Wise  

                                                                    Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

               Moderator. 

 

 Albert C. Butler was born about 1842 and served in the CSA, Company B, First 

Alabama Infantry Regiment. According to Barbour County, Alabama census records he 

was an editor. He is buried in the Fairview Cemetery, Eufaula, Barbour County, 

Alabama. 

 Mary Ellen Sanders Seals was born March 12, 1837, Penfield, Greene County, 

Georgia. She was the daughter of Billington McCarthy Sanders and Cynthia Holiday 

Sanders. She died June 21, 1884 and is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton 

County, Georgia. 

_______________________ 

 

 

     April 9th 1859 

Church met in conference.  Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 The committee appointed to inquire into the case of Bro. G. W. Ramey reported 

that they had not been able to obtain any satisfactory information in regard to the reports 

in circulation derogatory to the Christian deportment of Bro. Ramey.  On motion the 

committee was discharged from further duty. 
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 A letter of dismmission was granted to Bro. Ramey. 

      U. W. Wise 

                                                                      Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

               Moderator 

 

 

_______________________ 

 

     April 10th 1859 

Colored Church met in conference.  Invited visiting brethren to sit with us.  

Opened the door of the church. 

 Took up the case of Squire Lawrence.  The Committee appointed in the case 

reported unfavorably; whereupon he was excluded from the Church. 

 In the case of Charles Randal, the Committee reported that his conduct was of too 

wicked a character to be overlooked; whereupon he also was excluded from the Church. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Aneka Sanders. 

            Adjourned 

A. D. Sharp 

           Clerk pro tem 

J. A. Preston 

                 Moderator 

 

     May 29th 1859 

Bro. William C. Boone was solemnly ordained to the work of the ministry by the 

following order of exercises: 

 Sermon by Bro. William Williams; Charge by Bro. N. M. Crawford; Prayer by 

Bro. H. H. Tucker; Right hand of fellowship by Bro. T. D. Martin 

 

_______________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga. 

June 12th 1859 

Church met in conference. The Articles of Faith and Church Covenant, Rules of 

Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 
 
W. C. Boone, C. W. Thornton 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Wm. C. Boone.  One was also granted 

to Bro. Charles W. Thornton. 

 Adjourned 

U. W. Wise  

                                                                                           Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

                   Moderator  

_______________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga. 
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 July 9th 1859 

Church met in conference.  Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. William Williams and Sister Ruth 

Williams, and to Brethren Jas. C. Brown, R. H. Rowland, and W. W. Brooks. 

 Adjourned. 

U. W. Wise 

                                                                      Clerk 

N M. Crawford 

                    Moderator 

 

 Robert Hayne Rowland was born October 22, 1841 in Bartow (Cass) County, 

Georgia and died November 25, 1869 and is buried in the Rowland Family Cemetery, 

Cartersville, Georgia. 

 William Walter Brooks was born April 21, 1837 in Cherokee County, Georgia 

and died February 16, 1905. He is buried in the Lower Spring Creek Cemetery, Corinth, 

Yell County, Arkansas. He served in the Confederate Army as 2nd Sergeant, Company F, 

8th Regiment Georgia Guards. He married Martha Cassandra Brown August 13, 1865 in 

Bartow County, Georgia and moved to Arkansas in 1867. 
 

_______________________ 

 

No Conference in August 

 

    Penfield, Ga., July 10th 
Hannah 

 Colored Church met in Conference. Hannah, a servant of Dr. N. M. Crawford was 

received into church fellowship by letter. 
Mary 

 Mary, a Servant belonging to Prof. J. E. Willet, having requested that her name 

might be erased from the list of Church members, a committee consisting of bre. 

Shadrach, Ben and Reuben, were appointed to see and labor with her. 

A. M. Marshall, 

Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     Sept. 10th 1859 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and the minutes of the last meeting were 

read. 

 Bro. W. T. Chase announced himself as a member of the Baptist Church at 

Columbus, Ga., and desired to identify himself with the people of God here. He was 

received under the watch care of the Church. 

 An election for delegates to the Georgia Association was held, which resulted in 

the choice of Bro. N. M. Crawford and T. D. Martin. 

 Brethren A. B. Sharp and P. Robinson were appointed to collect funds to send up 

to the Association. 
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 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. H. Neeson and Geo. M. Milner. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Church Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

 Moderator. 

 

_______________________ 

 

Colored Church 

    Penfield, Ga. Sept. 18th 

The door of the Church having been opened, Charles Randall, formerly excluded, 

presented himself for admission.  He said that he would not rest out of the church and 

wished to be received again.  His case was postponed until the next meeting. 
Mary Willet 

 The committee reported in the case of Mary, servant of Prof. J. E. Willet.  It not 

having appeared why she wished to have her name stricken from the church roll, her case 

was deferred, and another committee appointed to examine into the case. 
Maria Seals 

 Maria, servant of Wm. B. Seals was excluded for grossly immoral conduct. 

W. T. Chase 

                                                                     Clerk pro tem 

A. M. Marshall 

Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

 

     Penfield, Ga. 

Oct. 5th 1859 

Church met in Special Conference.  The committee appointed to raise funds to 

send up to the Georgia Association, reported $90.00 as the amount subscribed for that 

purpose. 

The following letter was read and adopted: 

                                     The Baptist Church at Penfield, Ga. 

                                                          To the Georgia Association Greeting: 

Dear Brethren 

 We have appointed Brethren N. M. Crawford and T. D. Martin, to represent us in 

your body, to unite with you in your counsels for the interests of our beloved Zion.  They 

will hand you the amount of our contributions for the past associational year, to wit: 

$90.00 to be appropriated as follows: 

                           To Foreign Missions                 $23.00 

                            “  Domestic     “                          32.00 

                            “  Central Afr.  “                           5.00 

                            “  Indian           “                         16.00 
                                                         “  Orphan Fund of Mercer Univ  10.00 

                             “ General Purposes                     2.00  

                             “ Minutes                                    2.00       $90.00 
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The Sunday School connected with the Church number about 40 Scholars under the 

direction and instruction of a Superintendent and seven teachers. 

 During the past year we have received into  

Church fellowship 

  By Experience  0 

   “   Letter  6 

   “   Restoration 0              6 

We have lost 

  By Dismission  18 

   “   Exclusion    5 

   “   Death    0         23 

   Absolute loss                         17 

Present number of members 

  White   78 

  Black   38                 116 
 

Dear Brethren – A very interesting work of Grace has been in progress in our 

Church for the last two weeks, and is still continuing with increasing interest. A wide 

spread and profound feeling pervades our community, and especially the body of the 

students in the University. This meeting is absorbing the time and interest of all the 

ministering brethren of the place. This will explain the absence of our regularly appointed 

delegates from the Association. We therefore request that you will receive in their stead, 

Bro. James A. Preston, as our representative in the Association. He will hand you our 

contribution for the year.  

      U. W. Wise, Ch. Clk 

The door of the Church being opened, Messrs. C. C. Anderson, Albert H. Blount, David 

C. Blount, Edward C. Everett, Willis J. Milner, and George W. Warthen, were on the 

relation of their experience received as candidates for the ordinance of Baptism. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise Ch. Clk. 

N. M. Crawford 

 Mod.  

 

 Albert H. Blount and David C. Blount were brothers. The 1850 Burke County, 

Georgia census shows Albert, 8 and David, 7 the children of Thomas H. and Abigail 

Blount. The 1860 Burke County, Georgia census shows Albert H. Blount, age 18 and 

David C. Blount, age 16. Both are shown as born in Richmond County, Georgia. 

 Edward C. Everett was an 1862 graduate of Mercer University. The San Antonio, 

Texas census list him as a hotel keeper in 1880 and as a Baptist Minister in 1900. In 

1900 he was shown as 55 years old. 

 Willis Julian Milner was born May 3, 1842 in Pike County, Georgia. He died 

February 17, 1921, Hillsborough County, Florida and is buried in the Oak Hill 

Cemetery, Birmingham, Alabama. He was a Mercer University student and served with 

the 5th Georgia Regiment, CSA. He was wounded at Murfreesboro, January, 1863 and 

wounded at Chickamauga, September, 1863. 
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 George Washington Warthen was born November 28, 1838 in Hancock County, 

Georgia and died May 14, 1897 in Pike County, Georgia. He is buried in the Head 

Cemetery, Lamar County, Georgia. He was a Captain, Company F, 28th Georgia 

Volunteer Infantry, CSA. He is shown in the 1860 Washington County, Georgia census as 

a teacher, age 25. 

_______________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     Oct. 8th 1859 

Church met in conference.  The reading of the Rules of Decorum and of the 

minutes of the last conference was dispensed with. 

 The door of the Church having been opened, the following persons were received 

into Church fellowship by letter: Thos. J. Beck, Jr. from the Baptist Ch. at Raytown, Ga., 

and Noble J. Brooks, from the Baptist Church at Stamp Creek, Ga.  Received also under 

the watch care of the Church, Merrel Callaway from the Baptist Church at Washington, 

Ga.; Wm. T. Head, from the Baptist Church at Indian Springs, Ga.; W. J. Brown, from 

the Baptist Church at Elberton, Ga.; and Jos. W. Cabaniss, from the Baptist Church at 

Forsyth, Ga. 

 Received by experience as candidates for baptism, Samuel A. Burney, Allen F. 

Holt, Thos. F. Collier, George A. Granberry, Charles V. Sanford, Ansel B. Phelps, John 

H. Sharp, Robert D. Render, and Abner B. Campbell. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. A. D. Sharp. 

 A letter was received stating that Bro. William Williams and Sister R. Williams 

had been received into the Baptist Church at Greenville, South Carolina. 

 Adjourned. 

                                                                 U. W. Wise, C. C. 

N. M. Crawford, 

                 Mod.        

 

 Rev. Thomas Jefferson Beck was born February 22, 1837 and died January 15, 

1932. He is buried in the Zeta Cemetery, Tennille, Washington County, Georgia. He 

graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1867. 

 Noble John Brooks served in Company E, Cobb’s Legion, Georgia, CSA. 

 Merrel Callaway was born March 17, 1843 in Wilkes County, Georgia. He died 

December 23, 1911 and is buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery, Americus, Sumter County, 

Georgia. He was a 2nd Lt., Company D, 32nd GA Regiment, CSA. He was an 1862 

graduate of Mercer University. He was editor of the “Americus Recorder”. 

 William Thomas Head was an 1861 graduate of Mercer University. He was killed 

May 31, 1862 in the Battle of Seven Pines, Virginia. He was in Company D, 6th GA 

Infantry, CSA. 

 Wilburn Jefferson Brown was an 1861 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

teacher and Minister of the Gospel. He was professor of Latin at Waco University. He 

was Chaplain, Company I, 46th Georgia Infantry, CSA. He was born April 9, 1836 and 

died November 29, 1924. He is buried in the Cleburne Memorial Cemetery, Johnson 

County, Texas. 
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 Joseph W. Cabaness was an 1861 graduate of Mercer University. He was born in 

Monroe County, Georgia on October 11, 1841. During the Civil War he enlisted in the 

First Georgia volunteer infantry, later was a member of the 45th Georgia Regiment, and 

the a member of the signal-service corps, CSA. He was captured at Petersburg. He was a 

trustee of Mercer University from 1887 to 1907.He was a leading business man of 

Macon, Georgia and president of the Exchange Bank. Joseph W. Cabaniss died March 

10, 1916 and is buried in the Rose Hill Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia.  

Rev. Samuel A. Burney’s letters home during the Civil War have been edited and 

published by Nat Turner in A Southern Soldier’s Letters Home. He was an 1860 graduate 

of Mercer University. He served as a Lt. in Cobb’s Legion, CSA and was wounded and 

lost an eye at the battle of Chancellorsville. [History of the Baptist Denomination in 

Georgia, Biographical Sketches, page 83]. He was a trustee of Mercer University from 

1887 to 1896.  He was born April 26, 1840. He died March 22, 1896 and is buried in the 

Madison Historic Cemeteries, Morgan County, Georgia. 

 Allen F. Holt was an 1860 graduate of Mercer University. He served in the 2nd 

Battalion, Georgia Infantry, Company B, CSA. He was a farmer in Jones County, 

Georgia. 

 Thomas Fenn Collier was born January 1, 1840. He served in Company F, 10th 

Georgia Battalion, CSA. He is buried in the Collier Cemetery, Dooly County, Georgia. 

 George Augustus Granberry graduated from Mercer University in the class of 

1861. He was a teacher and principal.  

 Charles Vincent Sanford was an 1867 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

bookkeeper in Macon, Georgia. He served with Cutts’ Battalion, Irwin Artillery, CSA. He 

was born August 21, 1844, Penfield, Georgia and died April 2, 1922. He is buried in the 

Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Bibb County, Georgia. He was the son of Dr. Shelton 

Palmer Sanford, Mercer University Professor of Mathematics. 

 Ansel B. Phelps was born in 1845 and died in 1890. He is buried in the Westview 

Cemetery, Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia. He joined Company C, 3rd Regiment, 

Georgia Volunteer Infantry, CSA on April 24, 1861. He was discharged in October, 1861 

for being under age. 

 Robert Dawson Render served in Company F, 12th Regiment, Georgia Cavalry, 

CSA. He was born May 12, 1842 and died December 12, 1912. He is buried in the 

Hillview Cemetery, Lagrange, Troup County, Georgia. 

 Abner B. Campbell was an 1860 graduate of Mercer University. He pastored 

churches in Americus and Cuthbert, Georgia. He served as a Chaplain during the Civil 

War. He was born May 23, 1840 and died August 18, 1909. He is buried in the Oak 

Grove Cemetery, Americus, Sumter County, Georgia. He was a trustee of Mercer 

University 1878-1890. 

_______________________ 

 

 

    Sabbath, Oct. 9th 1859 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Samuel A. Burney, Allen F. Holt, 

Thos. F. Collier, George A. Granberry, Charles V. Sanford, Ansel B. Phelps, John H. 

Sharp, C. C. Anderson, A. H. Blount, D. C. Blount, Edward C. Everett, Willis J. Milner, 

& George W. Warthen. 
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    Wednesday night 

     Oct. 13th 1859 

The right hand of fellowship was extended to those who were baptized on Sunday the 9th 

Oct. 

 

The door of the Church having been opened, the following persons were received 

by experience, as candidates for baptism, James W. Morrow, F. L. Hillyer, Judson S. 

Bunn, Benj. F. Henderson, George T. Burch, & Miss Sarah M. Robinson. 

 Brethren Charles W. Champion, Daniel M. Sanford, Wm. H. Cooper, John A. 

Richardson, Isaac N. Hart, Jno. R. Byne, Nicholas L. Redd, and Samuel A. Hall, were at 

their request received under the watch care of the Church.  

 

 James W. Morrow graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1860. He was 

an agent for the Georgia Railroad and was sheriff of Fulton County. He was born in 

1839 and died November 15, 1915. He is buried in the Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, 

Fulton County, Georgia. 

 Francis Lorraine Hillyer was the son of Shaler Granby Hillyer. He was a 

Captain, Company C, 3rd Regiment, Georgia Volunteers, CSA. He was killed at 

Manassas Gap, Virginia, July 23, 1863. He is buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery, Front 

Royal, Warren County, Virginia. He graduated from Mercer University in the class of 

1861. 

 Judson Shine Bunn was born July 11, 1840 and died in 1894. He is buried at the 

Richland Baptist Church Cemetery, Twiggs County, Georgia. He was an 1861 graduate 

of Mercer University. 

 George Tilley Burch was born January 20, 1841 and died July 13, 1864. He is 

buried at Oak Hill Cemetery, Newnan, Coweta County, Georgia. He was a Captain in 

temporary command of Company I, 29th Georgia Regiment, CSA when he was wounded 

at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain and died of his wounds. He was an 1861 graduate of 

Mercer University. 

 Dr. Charles W. Champion was born May 8, 1842, Greene County, Georgia and 

died January 4, 1870. He is buried in the Steen Cemetery, Gonzales County, Texas. 

 William H. Cooper was a Mercer University student 1859-1861. He was a trustee 

of Mercer University. 

 John A. Richardson was an 1861 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

Captain, CSA and a teacher in Atlanta, Georgia. 

 John Randolph Byne was born June 14, 1840 in Richmond County, Georgia. He 

died January 17, 1875 and is buried in the Hopeful Baptist Church Cemetery, Dyes 

Crossroad, Burke County, Georgia. 

 

    Saturday night 

     Oct. 15th 1860 (should be 1859) 

 The door of the Church was opened and Miss Emily T. Peak was received by 

experience as a candidate for the ordinance of baptism. 
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 Received by letter, Joshua F. Key, from the Baptist Church at Duhart, Ga., Robert 

H. Harris, from the Baptist Church at Brunswick, Ga., and Samuel A. Hall, from the 

Baptist Church at Thomasville, Ga. 

 

    Sunday, Oct. 16th 1860 (should be 1859) 

 The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Miss Sarah M. Robinson, Miss 

Emily T. Peak, and to James W. Morrow, Benj. F. Henderson, Judson S. Bunn, F. L. 

Hillyer, and Abner B. Campbell.  

    

    Thursday night, Oct. 20 

The right hand of Church fellowship was extended to those who were baptized on 

the preceding Sunday. 

 The door of the Church was opened, and Frank Hardeman, Eugene S. Mitchell, 

James J. Rees, Charles T. Furlow, George Holliday, John L. Hillyer and Thomas R. 

Callaway were received by experience as candidates for the ordinance of baptism. 

 

 Eugene S. Mitchell graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1860. He 

lived in Bibb County, Georgia. 

 Charles T. Furlow resided in the A. B. Sharp House while a student at Mercer 

University. He was in the class of 1860. 

 

    Saturday night, Oct. 22 

 The door of the Church was opened, and Adrian S. Morgan was received by 

experience as a candidate for the ordinance of baptism. 

 

 Adrian Sidney Morgan was an 1858 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

lawyer and teacher. He was born January 8, 1831 and died February 15, 1918. He is 

buried in the Warrenton Cemetery, Warren County, Georgia. 

 

    Sunday Oct 23, 3 o’clock 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Eugene S. Mitchell, Frank 

Hardeman, James J. Rees, Geo. Holliday, John L. Hillyer, Thos. R. Callaway, Adrian S. 

Morgan, and George T. Burch. 

 At night the right hand of Church fellowship was extended to those baptized in 

the afternoon. 

 

    Saturday night, Oct. 29th 

The door of the Church was opened, and Cicero C. Andrews was received by 

experience as a candidate for the ordinance of baptism. 

 

    Sunday Evening, Oct. 30th 

The door of the Church was opened, and Dr. A. F. Durham was received by 

experience as a candidate for baptism. 

 

    Colored Church 

     Sunday Evening 
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      Oct. 30th 18__ 

The door of the Colored Church was opened, and Elizabeth, servant of Dr. T. P. 

Janes, George, Servant of Prof. J. E. Willet, Robbin, Servant of Mrs. C. Sanders, Venus, 

Servant of Mrs. Scott, near Woodstock, and Sidney, Servant of Mr. L. L. Andrews, were 

received by experience as candidates for baptism. 

 Lizzy, Servant of Dr. N. M. Crawford, baptized several years ago, and received 

into Church fellowship in a Church in Tennessee, having in consequence of the 

dissolution of the Church organization, been unable to procure a letter of dismission, was, 

on the relation of her experience, received as a member in full standing. 

 

    Sunday afternoon Oct. 30 

The ordinance of baptism was administered to Dr. F. A. Durham, Charles T. 

Furlow and Cicero C. Andrews, and to the Servants, Elizabeth, George, Robbin, Venus 

and Sidney, received this afternoon. 

 

    Sunday night, Oct. 30. 

 The right hand of Church fellowship was extended to Dr. F. A. Durham, and 

Cicero C. Andrews, Brother Charles T. Furlow not being present. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

 Moderator 

_______________________ 
 

    Nov. 12th 1859 

 Church met in Conference. The Articles of Faith and Covenant, Rules of 

Decorum, and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The door of the Church was opened, and Sister E. F. Hillyer, and her daughter, 

Sister Mary Hillyer were received into Church fellowship by letter from the Baptist 

Church at Rome, Ga. Sister Sarah Asbury was received by letter from the Baptist Church, 

Bethesda, Ga. 

 The following Preamble and Resolution were presented, Bro.N. M. Crawford, and 

unanimously adopted as the sense of the Church. 

 Whereas the Christian deportment of our brother, Joseph P. Carson, since he 

became a member of this Church, has attested the genuineness of his piety, and has 

endeared him to us all, and whereas brother Carson has felt impressions of duty preach 

the Gospel, and appears to us to possess proper gifts for usefulness as a minister, 

therefore 

 Resolved, that we affectionately encourage brother Carson to avail himself of all 

suitable opportunities of exercising his gift in preaching and exhortation. 

 On motion of Bro. S. P. Sanford, it was resolved to invite Bro. Crawford to 

continue his present pastoral relation to the Church for the year 1860, on the terms of the 

present year. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. D. N. Sanders, J. G. Johnson and Thos. 

F. Collier. 

 Granted a reversal of letter of dismission, with statement of circumstances, to Bro. 

L. L. Veazey. 



 201 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

 Moderator 

 

    Dec. 10th 1859. 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Letters were received stating that Bro. Jas. C. Brown had been received into the 

Baptist Church at Cave Spring, Ga., Julius W. Leslie, into the Baptist Church at White 

Plains, Ga., Henry J. Thornton, into the Baptist Church at Gadsden, Ala., and Dennis N. 

Sanders, into the Baptist Church, at Macon, Ga. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

 Mod. 

 

 Dennis N. Sanders was born May 4, 1839, Penfield, Greene County, Georgia. He 

was the son of Billington McCarthy and Cynthia Holiday Sanders. He died September 6, 

1897 and is buried in the Penfield Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. He was a 

Captain, CSA. He was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University. 

_______________________ 

 

    Colored Church 

     Penfield, Ga. 

      January 8th 1860 

Church met in Conference. The Committee appointed to labor with Mary, Servant 

of Bro. Willet, reported that they had endeavored to discharge their duty, but Mary gave 

them no satisfaction, whereupon she was excluded from the Church. 

 Bro. Charles, Servant of Dr. Randle, who had been excluded from the Church, 

was, on confession, restored. 

 Caesar, Servant of Bro. P. Northen, having been guilty of most aggravated 

violence to his master, was excluded from the Church. 

 On motion it was resolved to take up a collection monthly for church purposes. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Louisa, servant of Bro. J. E. Willet. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     February 11th 1860 

Church met in Conference. The Articles of Faith and Covenant, Rules of Decorum, and 

the Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Sister Amanda Beck was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at New Providence, Ga. 
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 Bro. Wm. Henry Strickland was, at his request, received under the watch care of 

the Church. 

 Miss Caroline Sanders was received by experience as a candidate for the 

ordinance of Baptism. 

 Read letters stating that Bro. L. L. Veazey, had been received into Church 

membership in the Baptist Church at Crawfordville, Ga., and Bro. J. G. Johnson, in the 

Baptist Church at Hamilton, Ga. 

 

   Sunday Evening, February 12th 3 o’clock 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Miss Caroline Sanders and at night 

she received the right hand of Church fellowship. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Mod. 

 

 Caroline Olivia Sanders was born in 1841 the daughter of Billington McCarthy 

and Cynthia Holiday Sanders. She died in 1917 and is buried in the Penfield Cemetery, 

Greene County, Georgia. 

_____________________ 

 

    Penfield, Ga. 

     March 10th 1860 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 After some remarks by Bro. Crawford relative to the duty of the Church to “pray 

to the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest” and to seek out and 

encourage all hopeful gifts, a statement was made by Brethren Samuel A. Hall and Abner 

B. Campbell relative to their impressions to engage in the work of the Gospel Ministry. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Alvah B. Spencer. 

 

 Bro. G. W. Andrews, having removed from our bounds, but being uncertain as to 

how long he would continue in his present location, requested that his membership might 

still continue with us.  His request was granted. 

 Adjourned. 

                                                                                S. P. Sanford  

                                                                                                    Clerk pro tem 

 

 Alva B. Spencer was an 1859 graduate of Mercer University. He lived in Eureka, 

Dooly County, Georgia. He was a Justice of the Peace. 

 

     Penfield, Ga. 

                                                 April 7th 1860 

Church met in Conference.  The Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last 

meeting were read. 

 The door of the Church was opened, and Bro. J. V. Davis was, at his request, 

received under the watch care of the church. 
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 On motion, Bro. Frank Hardeman’s membership was allowed to continue with us 

in view of his intention to return to College in a short time. 

 On motion, action on the part of the Church relative to Brethren Hall and 

Campbell, was deferred until the next conference. 

                                                                                 U. W. Wise 

                                                                                            Ch. Clerk 

S. P. Sanford 

          Moderator pro tem 

_______________________ 

 

Penfield, Ga.      

      May 11, 1860 

Church met in Conference.  The Articles of Faith and Covenant, Rules of Decorum and 

minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Bro. J. R. Byne was received into Church membership by letter from the Baptist 

Church, Mt. Pleasant, Ga. 

 Mr. John F. Salter was received by experience as a candidate for the ordinance of 

baptism. 

On motion it was unanimously resolved to recommend and encourage Brethren 

Samuel A. Hall and Abner B. Campbell to avail themselves of every suitable occasion to 

exercise their gifts in exhortation and preaching with a view to their usefulness in the 

work of the ministry. 

 Bro. C. T. Furlow having requested his name to be stricken from the roll of 

Church membership, Brethren M. N. McCall and Samuel A. Burney were appointed a 

committee to have an interview with Bro. Furlow and to report at the next meeting. 

 Bro. Crawford made a statement in regard to certain fundamental changes in the 

religious views of Bro. Thos. D. Martin, and on motion, Brethren W. G. Woodfin, P. 

Robinson, and Jos. E. Willet were appointed a committee to have an interview with Bro. 

Martin to ascertain the facts in the case, and report to the next meeting. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Wm. W. Brooks and Noble J. 

Brooks, and to Sister Henrietta Durham (later Henrietta Morgan). 

 Adjourned. 

                                                                U. W. Wise 

                                                                            Ch. Clerk 

N .M. Crawford 

                        Mod. 

_______________________ 

 

Sunday, May 12th 1860 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to John F. Salter. At night the right hand of 

Church fellowship was extended to Br. J. F. Salter. 

 

_______________________ 

 

     Penfield, Ga. 

June 9, 1860 
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Church met in Conference.  The Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last 

meeting were read. 

 Bro. N. A. Hobbs and his wife, Sister Harriet Hobbs were received into church 

fellowship by letter from the Baptist Church at Shiloh, Ga. 

 The committee appointed at the last conference to have an interview with Bro. 

Martin on the subject of his religious views, reported as follows: 

 “The committee appointed to wait on the Rev. T. D. Martin, in order to ascertain 

in due form, whether or not, as is reported, he has apostatized from the faith of the Baptist 

Church, beg leave to report: 

 1 –Although Bro. Martin had expressed to some of this committee, as individuals, 

his entire change of views with regard to the doctrines of the Baptist Church, and 

proclaimed the same on the street without reserve, yet he repelled our first advances, as 

“inquisitional”, and was unwilling to be interrogated. 

 2- After some delay and reluctantly he professed now to disbelieve the following 

doctrines which he formerly entertained and which this Church holds:  The doctrine of 

three persons in the Godhead, called the Trinity, of the general resurrection, of election, 

of salvation through the imputed righteousness of Christ and faith in his name. 

 3- He denies also that the blood of Christ can cleanse from sin, and, instructed by 

the teachings of one Thomas L. Harris (whose writings he believes to be inspired as much 

as those of the Apostle Paul, and to have equal authority with any part of the Sacred 

Scriptures) believes, and does not hesitate to teach that there is an intermediate state 

called purgatory, that all men will eventually be saved, whether they have, or have not, 

the Gospel, and that the lost spirits in Hell, and even the Devil himself, after suffering 

adequately in penal fires, will be developed from the germ of good that remains 

undestroyed, into perfect and holy beings, and will then be transferred to Heaven. 

 4- Persuaded that the promulgation of such doctrines and of the Swedenborgian 

faith, in general, would be injurious to the cause of Religion, that it would be wicked in 

us as a Church to endorse anyone who entertains them, and especially an ordained 

Minister, and that (to use his own words) “the Baptists can do him no good, and he can 

do them no good,” your committee recommend that Bro. Martin be excluded from the 

Church. 

                                                                          W. G. Woodfin 

                                                                           J. E. Willet 

                                                                           P. Robinson 

 After the reading of the report and an opportunity given to Bro. Martin to explain 

and to reply to the report, he was, on motion, excluded from the Church. 

The following resolution was then offered by Bro. W. G. Woodfin, and was 

unanimously adopted: 

 Resolved, That though it has been our painful duty to exclude Bro. Martin from 

this Church because of his belief in Swedenborgianism, the doctrines of which we can 

not but believe to be injurious to Religion, yet we must say that we believe him to be 

sincerely mistaken, and cheerfully endorse him as a high-minded and strictly honorable 

gentleman.            

 The committee appointed to confer with Bro. Charles T. Furlow made report 

unfavorable to Bro. Furlow, who was, on motion, excluded from the Church. 
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   A letter was received from Mr. A. R. Harper (of Rome) who had been excluded 

from this Church, stating that his views and feelings had undergone a radical change on 

the subject of religion, and that he was desirous of again uniting himself with the people 

of God, and that if consistent with the views of this Church, he would like to unite with 

the Church at Rome, Georgia. 

 On motion it was resolved that inasmuch as Mr. Harper has been long absent from 

our midst, and as the brethren at Rome are much better acquainted with his present views 

and feelings on the subject of religion then we, the Church here refer the whole matter of 

Mr. Harper’s request to the judgement of the brethren there, requesting them to act in our 

stead, with the assurance of our entire confidence in their wisdom and our acquiescence 

in their decision in the premises. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Sarah Martin and to Brethren A. B. 

Campbell, Allen F. Holt, Samuel A. Burney, A. M. Marshall, J. P. Carson, and B. D. 

Lumsden. 

 Adjourned 

U. W. Wise, 

Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

              Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

                                                                  July 7th 1860 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to brethren George L. West and Moses N. 

McCall. 

 Adjourned. 

                                                                               U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                C. C. 

S. G. Hillyer 

             Mod. pro tem 

 

_______________________ 

 

                                                 No Conference in August 

_______________________ 

 

                                                    

        Sept. 8th 1860 

Church met in conference.  Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 The door of the Church being opened, the following brethren were received into 

Church membership by letter: John Falkner, from the Baptist Church at Lafayette, Ala.; 

Edwin B. Carroll, from the Baptist Church at Griffin, Ga.; Henry J. James, from the 

Baptist Church at Macedonia, Ala.; Wm. R. Battle and his wife Sister C. D. Battle, and 

Sister R. C. Mason, from the Baptist Church at Americus, Ga, 
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 On motion, Brethren N. M. Crawford and S. P. Sanford were elected delegates to 

the Georgia Association to meet Friday before the 2d Sunday in October at Providence.  

Bro. A. B. Sharp was elected alternate. 

 The Brethren Deacons were appointed to collect funds to send to the Association. 

 Brethren. A. S. Morgan and Augustus Hobbs were reported to the Church for 

having been engaged each in a street affray, and Brethren Robinson and Sharp were 

appointed a Committee to cite them to appear before the Church to answer to the 

complaint. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. J. F. Key. 

Adjourned 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Mod. 

 

 Rev. Edwin Benajah Carroll was born March 3, 1841 in North Carolina and died 

October 13, 1903. He is buried in the Hickory Head Baptist Church Cemetery, Quitman, 

Brooks County, Georgia. He attended Mercer University in 1860-1861 and then served in 

the Confederate Army, 29th Georgia Infantry. He was a prisoner of war at Johnson’s 

Island, Ohio. 

 

    Oct. 13th 1860 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Bro. Wm. D. Holland was received into Church membership by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Mt. Pleasant, Ga. 

 Brethren W. O. Tuggle and Willis Newton were at their request received under 

the watch care of the church. 

 Bro. J. S. Callaway asked to join the Church by experience. He stated that he had 

been baptized when only nine years of age, and that he had become fully satisfied from 

his subsequent experience that he was not at that time a renewed being, but that he had 

joined the church in a state of excitement. In consequence of the peculiarity of the case, 

his application was deferred until the next meeting.  

 The following letter was received from Bro. A. S. Morgan in explanation of the 

part which he took in the recent affray for which he was cited to answer to the Church: 

Letter 

    Penfield, September 24th 1860. 

Dear Brethren, 

 Being requested by your Committee to attend your next conference, and it being 

inconvenient for me to do so, it becomes my duty and pleasure to communicate with you 

by letter.  I fully intended to be present at your last conference, but forgetting the time, I 

made an engagement to meet a gentleman in the county on business, and hence was not 

present. 

 The affray for which you have me arraigned was not anticipated by me, and 

consequent upon an insult offered which I knew was not intentionally provoked.  I am 

sorry that the circumstances were such as to cause me to do what I did, and hope that they 
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may not again occur. If I have offended the Church or any member of it, I trust I shall be 

forgiven. 

 With the earnest wish for the prayers of God’s people, I subscribe 

                                            Yours in Christ, 

                                                                   (signed) A. S. Morgan 

 On motion it was the unanimous voice of the Church to forgive Bro. Morgan  

for the part which he took in the affray, but that the Church at the same time disapprove 

of the act. 

 Bro. N. A. Hobbs was present and made a statement in regard to the affray for 

which had been cited to answer.  He acknowledged that he had done wrong and asked the 

forgiveness of the Church, which was granted unanimously.  

 An application for a renewal of letter of dismission to Br. C. W. Thornton, was 

granted.                                      

  A letter of dismisson was granted to Sister Letitia Daniel late Letitia Branch. 

 Adj. 

U. W. Wise 

       C. C. 

S. P. Sanford  

                 Mod. pro tem 

 

 William Orrie Tuggle was born September 25, 1841 in Henry County, Georgia. 

He died February 3, 1885 and is buried in the Hillview Cemetery, Lagrange, Troup 

County, Georgia. He was a junior at Mercer University in the class of 1860-1861. He 

was a Mercer University Trustee from 1875 until his death. 

_______________________ 

 

     Wednesday night, Oct. 24, 1860 

The door of the Church was opened, when Messrs. John S. Callaway, J. F. 

McElmurray, J. R. Holtzclaw, and F. C. Reid were, on the relation of their experience, 

received as candidates for baptism. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. R. D. Render. 

 

 Rev. John James Sharman Callaway was born April 4, 1844, Wilkes County, 

Georgia and died October 10, 1905. He is buried in the Dogwood Valley Cemetery, 

Catoosa County, Georgia. He was a sophomore at Mercer University in 1860-1861. He 

served in the Confederate Army. He also pastored churches and taught school in 

northwest Georgia. 

 John F. McElmurray, member of the legislature and farmer, was born in Burke 

County, in 1842. He was educated at Mercer University and in 1861 he enlisted in 

Company K, Thirty-second Georgia Regiment. He served as Captain of the company. In 

1894 he was elected to the state legislature. [Memoirs of Georgia: Containing Historical 

Accounts of the State’s Civil, Military, Industrial and Professional Interests, and 

Personal Sketches of Many of its People, Volume 2, Southern Historical Association, 

1895, page 372] 

 

Saturday Night, Oct. 27, 1860 
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The door of the church was opened, when Messrs. Jas. B. Darby and Jerome B. 

Henderson were, on the relation of their experience, received as candidates for baptism. 

 Brethren J. H. Perkins and F. M. Heath were, at their request, received under the 

watch care of the Church. 

 

 James B. Darby graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1861. He was a 

Captain, CSA. He was a lawyer in Montgomery, Texas and died October 8, 1867. 

 Jerome Bonaparte Henderson graduated from Mercer University in the class of 

1861. He died May 16, 1862 as a prisoner of war at Camp Douglas in Chicago. He is 

buried at Oak Woods Cemetery, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. He served in the 42nd 

Tennessee Regiment. 

              

 Sunday Evening, Oct. 28, 1860 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Messrs. J. B. Henderson, Jas. B. 

Darby, F. C. Reid, J. R Holtzclcaw, J. F. McElmurray, and J. S. Callaway. 

 

Saturday night, Nov. 3d 1860 

The door of the Church was opened, when Messrs. J. F. Colclough and Benj. C. 

Dickinson were, on the relation of their experience, received as candidates for the 

ordinance of Baptism. 

 

     Sunday Evening, Nov. 4, 1860 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Messrs. B. C. Dickinson and J. F. 

Colclough. 

_______________________ 

 

                                                                       Nov. 10th 1860 

Church met in Conference.  The articles of Faith and Covenant, the Rules of 

Decorum, and the minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The right hand of fellowship was extended to the Brethren recently baptized. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. J. R. Byne.  

Adj. 

       U. W. Wise 

C. C. 

N. M. Crawford, 

Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

                                                                     

 Nov. 21st 1860 

A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Hawkinson. 

 

     Nov. 25th 1860 

A letter of dismission was granted to Sister L. H. Seals and Sister Martha E. 

Little. 
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                                                                                 U. W. Wise 

                                                                                            Ch. Clerk 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

  No Conference in December, 1860 

_______________________ 

 

Jany 12th, 1861 

Church met in Conference.  Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Bro. W. H. Patterson was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Elim, Warren County, Ga. 

 A communication was presented by Brethren William Moncrief and Frederick 

McWhorter, a committee from the Baptist Church at Shiloh, asking for the ordination of 

Bro. J. P. Hilldrup who has been called to the pastorate of that Church. 

 The request was granted, and Brethren P. Robinson & U. W. Wise were appointed 

to consult with the ministering brethren as to the time for the ordination, and to 

communicate with the brethren at Shiloh. 

 A letter of acknowledgement was received from Bro. Jas. B. Darby expressing 

sorrow for having indulged too freely in intoxicating drink in November last, and asking 

the forgiveness of the Church.  The request was granted unanimously. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Jas. B. Darby & Benj. F. 

Henderson. 

Adjourned 

                                                                             U. W. Wise, 

                                                                                       Ch. Clerk 

S. P. Sanford, 

                  Moderator pro tem 

_______________________ 

 

February 9th 1861 

Church met in conference.  After a few remarks by the Bro. Moderator, the door 

of the Church was opened, when John D. McFarland came forward, and, after relating his 

experience, was received by the Church as a candidate for baptism. 

 The following members were received by letter viz: Sisters Rebecca Callaway 

and Mary Callaway from the church at Bethesda, Ga.; Anna M. Sanford from the Church 

at Forsyth, Ga.; and Eliza H. English from the Church at Bairdstown, Ga. 

 Brethren Albert M. Thrasher and Benj. C. Greene were, at their own request, 

received under the watch care of the Church. 

 The ordination of Bro. J. P. Hilldrup to the work of the Ministry, was appointed to 

take place on the fourth Sunday in this month. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren George W. Andrews, George 

Halliday, and Henry J. James. 

   Adjourned. 
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                                                                                 S.P. Sanford,                    

                                                                                               Ch. Clerk pro tem 

N. M. Crawford, 

                    Moderator 

 

 Anna Marie Sanford Cheves was the daughter of Shelton Palmer Sanford. She 

was born January 29, 1842 and died May 24, 1908. She was married to Adoniram 

Judson Cheves. She is buried in the Felton Cemetery, Montezuma, Macon County, 

Georgia. 

 John D. McFarland was an 1862 graduate of Mercer University. He died in 

Confederate service at LaGrange. 

_______________________ 

 

 Febry 10, 1861 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to J. D. McFarland. 

 

     February 24th 1861 

According to appointment Bro. J. B. Hilldrup was this day ordained to the work 

of the Gospel Ministry- Bro. N. M. Crawford preaching the ordination sermon, Bro. J. F. 

Swanson making prayer, Bro. S. G. Hillyer delivering the charge, and Bro. H. H. Tucker 

giving the right hand of fellowship. 

                                                                        U. W. Wise 

                                                                                          Ch. Clerk 

_______________________ 

 

     March 9th 1861 

Church met in conference.  In Bro. Crawford’s absence, Bro. S. P. Sanford was 

called to act as moderator. 

 Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Bro. H. P. Kennerun was received into Church Fellowship by letter from the 

Town Creek United Baptist Church, Ga. 

 Bro. J. H. Fortson was appointed to take charge of the conferences of the Colored 

Brethren. 

 Raised by collection $14.00 toward the support of Sister Mary Phipps. 

           Adjourned. 

                                                                               U. W. Wise  

                                                                                                Ch. Clerk 

S. P. Sanford 

             Mod. pro tem 

 

_______________________ 

                                                                                                 

April 13th 1861 

Church met in Conference.  Rules of Decorum & minutes of the last Conference 

were read. 

 There being no business conference adjourned. 
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                                                                                     U. W. Wise 

                                                                                                   Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

                    Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

     April 14th 1861 

Colored Church in Conference.  The case of Sister Fannie, servant of Sister A. L. Beck, 

charged with being guilty of committing adultery, was taken up.  The committee charged 

with the investigation of the case, reported guilt on the part of Fannie.  She was 

accordingly excluded from Church membership. 

J. H. Fortson 

 Moderator. 

 

     May 11th 1861 

Church met in Conference.  Articles of Faith & Church Covenant, Rules of 

Decorum and Minutes of the last conference were read. 

 A communication was received from Bro. J. R. Byne returning his church letter 

granted Nov. 28th 1861 [should be Nov. 10, 1860], and requesting that he be excluded 

from the Church. 

On motion, the clerk was instructed to write to Bro. Byne to request his reasons 

for the request. 

 Adjourned. 

U. W. Wise 

       Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

  Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

 June 8th 1861 

Church met in Conference.  Rules of Decorum & Minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Sister Sabrina Phelps was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Shiloh. 

 The case of Bro. J. R. Byne was continued to the next conference. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren W. D. Holland and J. P. Hilldrup. 

 Raised by collection $8.25 towards the support of Sister Mary Phipps. 

 Adjourned. 

       U. W. Wise 

Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

             Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

                                        No Conference in July and August  
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_______________________ 

 

     Sept. 1st 1861 

In Colored Church letters of dismission were granted to Abram, late servant of Mrs. Cox 

formerly of this vicinity, and to Thomas, late servant of Dr. J. D. Baker, formerly of this 

place. 

 

 

     September 7th 1861 

Church met in Conference.  Rules of Decorum and Minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 The case of Bro. J. R. Byne was taken up, and, on motion, he was excluded from 

the Church. 

 Brethren W. J. Milner and A. C. Butler requested by letter, that inasmuch as they 

were about going to the war, their membership might remain with us.  The request was 

granted. 

 On motion, an election was held for delegates to represent this Church at the 

meeting of the Georgia Association to be held at Crawfordville to commence on Friday 

before the 2d Sunday in October.  Brethren N. M. Crawford and S. P. Sanford were 

chosen as delegates, and W. G. Woodfin and U. W. Wise as alternates. 

 On motion, the funds collected by the Missionary Society were ordered to be 

divided equally between the Foreign and Domestic Missions. 

 In place of the appointment of the usual committee to solicit funds to send up to 

the Association, it was ordered to take up a collection for that purpose on the 4th Sunday 

of this month, and that Bro. Crawford be requested to preach a sermon appropriate to the 

occasion. 

 Letters were received stating that Brethren Jas. B. Darby and G. W. Andrews had 

both been received into Church membership, the former into the Baptist Church at Troy, 

Alabama, and the latter into the Baptist Church at Eatonton, Georgia. 

 Adjourned. 

      U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

 Sunday, Oct. 6th 1861 

A letter of dismission was granted to Sister P. C. Mason. 

 

     Wednesday night, Oct. 9th 1861 

Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. F. M. Haygood and his wife Sister 

Haygood, and to Bro. Geo. T. Burch. 

 

Colored Church 
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 Oct. 13th 1861 

Letters of dismission were granted to Lucinda, servant of Dr. T. D. Martin, and 

Delsey, servant of Bro. F. M. Haygood.   

_______________________ 

 

     Sunday, Oct. 19th 1861 

Letters of dismission were granted Brethren Geo W. Ramey and John F. McElmurray. 

 

     Wednesday night, Oct. 23d 1861 

The door of the Church was opened, and Miss Frances Spencer was, on the relation of her 

experience, received as a candidate for Baptism. 

 

                                                Sunday afternoon, Oct. 27th 1861 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Miss Frances Spencer, and at night 

the right hand of fellowship was extended to her. 

_______________________ 

 

    Special Conference 

     Wednesday night, Oct. 9th 1861 

The amount of contributions reported and hand over to the delegates, Brethren Crawford 

and Sanford, to carry to the Association, was as follows: 

 To Foreign Missions  $41.50 

  “  Indian          “    69.50 

  “  Domestic     “    25.85 

  “  Bible & Colporteur Soc.     1.00 

  “ Minutes   [blank] 

 

_______________________ 

 

The report of Church membership was as follows: 

Rec’d by Experience    9 

  “        “  letter   9    - 18 

Lost by dismission 18 

    “    “  death      1 

    “    “ Exclusion   2   - 21 

Present number of members – White 101 

     Black   39   -  140 

 

 

    Nov. 9th 1861 

Church met in Conference. The Articles of Faith, and Church Covenant, the Rules 

of Decorum, and the minutes of the last conference were read. 

 The door of the Church was opened, and Miss Ely E. Robinson was, on the 

relation of her experience, received as a candidate for baptism. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sisters E. White and S. Neeson. 
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 Bro. J. F. Colclough requested, by letter, that his membership might remain with 

us during his absence in the war. The request was granted. 

 Seventeen dollars ($17.00) was raised by contribution for the support of Sister 

Mary Phipps. 

 Received letter stating that Bro. F. M. Haygood, Sister Haygood, and their servant 

Delsey had been received into Church membership by the Baptist Church at Macon, 

Georgia. 

 Adjourned. 

 U. W. Wise 

Ch Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

  Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

     Sunday, Nov. 10th 1861 

The ordinance of baptism was administered to Miss Ely E. Robinson.  And at night the 

right of fellowship was extended to her. 

_______________________ 

 

 January 11th 1862 

After reading of the Scriptures and prayer, the Church met in Conference, Bro. Crawford 

in the chair.  The Bro. Clerk being absent, S. P. Sanford was requested to act as Clerk. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. L. L. Andrews and family, and to Sister 

Eliza English. 

 Bro. Crawford brought to the notice of the church the subject of having brethren 

to attend the religious services at the Colored Church.  The matter was laid over until the 

next regular meeting when it is understood that some regular plan is to be adopted. 

 Adjourned. 

      S. P. Sanford 

       Ch. Clerk pro tem. 

N. M. Crawford, 

  Moderator     

_______________________ 

 

                                                     Colored Church 

Letters of dismission were granted to Benjamin, Sidney, and Amanda, servants of 

Bro. L. L. Andrews, who has just removed from our vicinity. 

 

_______________________ 

 

      Feby 8th 1862 

Church met in Conference.  The Articles of Faith and Church Covenant, the Rules 

of Decorum, and minutes of the last meeting were read. 
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 In the matter of attendance at the religious Services of the Colored Church, 

postponed from the last Conference, an arrangement was made by which some of the 

brethren are to be in regular attendance. 

 The Bro. Moderator made statement to the Conference that Bro. Thos. J. Beck 

entertained convictions of duty to devote himself to the work of the ministry.  Bro. Beck 

then presented his views and feelings on the subject, whereupon the following preamble 

and resolution were offered and on motion were allowed to lie over till the next meeting.  

(See preamble below.) 

 Bro. Ansel B. Phelps requested that his membership might remain with us during 

his absence at the Military Institute at Marietta. Request was granted. 

 Adjourned. 

      U. W. Wise 

Ch Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

  Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

Preamble and Resolution: 

 Whereas we have learned that our Bro. Thomas J. Beck feels called to devote 

himself to the work of the ministry and whereas we have confidence in the piety and gifts 

of said brother, therefore 

Resolved that Bro. Thos. J. Beck be encouraged to go forward in the work as 

Providence may open the way to him, and that he be hereby recommended to the 

confidence of the brethren and the grace of God. 

_______________________ 

 

    March 8th 1862 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 On motion, the Preamble and Resolution on the minutes of the last meeting 

relative to Bro. Beck, were unanimously adopted. 

 The pastor’s salary being in arrear, on motion, the deacons were instructed to 

make an effort to raise the money. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

Moderator 

 

_______________________ 

 

    April 12th 1862 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 There being no business, on motion adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 



 216 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, 

 Moderator 

 

____________________ 

 

    May 10th 1862 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Articles of Faith, the Church Covenant, 

Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting, was dispensed with. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Mary Callaway and her son Bro. 

Thos. R. Callaway. 

 Adjourned 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Moderator 

 

    June 7th 1862 

Church met in Conference. Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Sister Helen S. Woodfin was received into Church membership by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Columbus, Ga. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister E. A. Albritton and Sister Anna E. 

Carr (late Miss Anna E. Macon) 

 Adjourned 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

N. M Crawford 

 Moderator 

 

____________________ 

 

    Wednesday night, June 18th 1862 

At a called conference, a letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Edward C. 

Everett. 

     U. W. Wise 

      C. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Moderator 

____________________ 

 

    July 12th 1862 

Church met in Conference. Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Letter of dismission was granted to Mary, Servant of Mrs. Porter recently of this 

vicinity, but now of Marietta. 

 Received twenty one dollars ($21.00) towards the support of Sister Mary Phipps. 

 Adjourned. 
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     U. W. Wise 

      Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

 Moderator 

____________________ 

 

    August 9th 1862 

Conference was omitted in order to give the members an opportunity to attend an 

interesting protracted meeting in progress at Shiloh Church. 

 

    Sunday night, August 10th 1862 

Church met in called conference. 

 Owing to the peculiar circumstances of the African portion of the Church, the 

Bro. Moderator suggested that Bro. Singleton be called to take charge of the same. In 

accordance with this suggestion, Bro. Singleton was elected. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Rebecca Callaway. 

 Adjourned. 

    N. M. Crawford, 

     Moderator 

U. W. Wise 

 Ch. Clerk 

____________________ 

 

    Wednesday night 

     August 21st 1862 

At a Conference called for the purpose, the following letter was presented: 

   “The Church of Christ at 

    Antioch, Morgan Co. Ga. 

To the Church at Penfield, Ga. 

     Dear Brethren ~ The Lord has graciously given us 

the Holy Spirit in a large measure, and greatly revived us. Among the blessed is Seaborn 

J. Walker, at one time a member with you, and excluded for the offense of drunkenness 

&c, in or about the year 1843 or 1844. He confesses all, has sorely repented, rejoices in 

the hope, that for Christ’s sake, all is forgiven him, and presents himself to us for 

restoration. We are satisfied, and recommend him to you. When your action is had, grant 

him a letter to unite with us.  

 Done by order of the Church in Conference, August 16th 1862. 

      J. M. Stillwell, 

       Pastor” 

  W. B. Jordan 

   Clerk 

Whereupon the following resolution was offered by Bro. Sanford, and was 

unanimously adopted: 

 Resolved that the Church at Antioch have full authority, so far as we are 

concerned, to receive Seaborn J. Walker to membership, and that the Bro. Clerk be 

instructed to communicate this resolution to the brethren at Antioch. 
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    H. H. Tucker 

     Mod. pro tem 

U. W. Wise, 

 Clerk 

 

____________________ 

 

    Sept. 13th 1862 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 On motion Bro. N. M. Crawford and Wm. G. Woodfin were appointed 

messengers from this Church to the Georgia Association. 

 On motion Bre. Sanford and Wise were appointed a committee to raise funds to 

send to the Association. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. George Holliday. 

 Adj. 

U. W. Wise,   N. M. Crawford 

 Clerk    Moderator 

____________________ 

 

No Conference in October 

____________________ 

 

    November 8th 1862 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Articles of Faith & Covenant and 

of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. 

 There being no business Conference adjourned. 

U. W. Wise    N. M. Crawford 

 Clerk     Moderator 

 

____________________ 

 

    December 13th 1862 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. 

A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Sarah Wilkins. 

 Adj. 

U. W. Wise    N. M. Crawford 

 Clerk     Moderator 

 

    January 10th 1863 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister S. G. Hillyer, Sister Mary E. Janes 

(formerly Hillyer) and Bro. John L. Hillyer. 

    N. M. Crawford 

     Mod. & Clerk pro tem 

 

____________________ 
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    Feby 7th 1863 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Articles of Faith and Church 

Covenant, and Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. Minutes of the last meeting were 

read. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Vaughn and Bro. A. B. Phelps. 

 Adjourned. 

    N. M. Crawford 

     Moderator 

U. W. Wise, 

 Clerk 

____________________ 

 

March 7th 1863 

Church met in Conference. The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. Minutes of the last meeting were read. 
E. F. H. Johnson 

 Received a letter from Dr. E. F. H. Johnson of Greensboro, Miss. who was 

excluded from this church in Sept. 1841, making confession and acknowledgment for his 

errors and asking to be restored to membership, and at the same asking for a letter of 

dismission to enable him to unite with the Baptist Church at Greensboro, Miss. 

 Rec’d at the same time a letter from the Church at Greensboro, in the same 

Behalf. 

 Where upon it was 

Resolved that the Church at Greensboro, Miss. have full power, so far as we are 

concerned, to receive Dr. E. F. H. Johnson to membership, and that the Bro. Clerk be 

instructed to communicate this resolution to the brethren at Greensboro. 

 Raised $24.00 towards the support of sister Mary Phipps. 

Adj.    N. M. Crawford, 

U. W. Wise, C. C.    Mod. 

____________________ 

 

April 11th 1863 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 Adj. 

     N. M. Crawford 

U. W. Wise, C. C.    Mod. 

 

____________________ 

 

 

April 12th 1863 

Conference at Colored Church. On confession and acknowledgment, Exaline, 

servant of Mr. J. Boswell, and Sophia, Servant of Mr. Wm. B. Johnson, were restored to 

membership. 

    Bro. Singleton 
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A.B. Sharp, C. C. pro. tem   Mod 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

    May 13th 1863 

Church in Called Conference, Bro. T. P. Janes, his wife, Sister Eliza E. Janes, and their 

daughters, Emma and Fannie Janes, were received as members by letter from the Baptist 

Church at Bairds. 

 Adj. 

     N. M. Crawford 

U. W. Wise, C. C.     Mod. 

 

 Thomas P. Janes, Sr. was born September 11, 1823 in Crawfordville, Georgia. He 

died March 11, 1885 and is buried in the Janes Cemetery, Greene County, Georgia. A 

Georgia State Historical Marker states he was the first Commissioner of Agriculture for 

the state of Georgia. He attended Mercer Institute and received an A. M. degree from 

Mercer University. He was an assistant surgeon during the Civil War. His wife, Emily 

Elizabeth Fish Janes was born in 1824 and died in 1894. She is buried in the Janes 

Cemetery. 

_______________________ 

 

 

    June 13th 1863 

Church met in Conference. Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Sister Mary Selah Janes was received into membership by letter from the Baptist 

Church at Bairds. 

 Miss Martha Beazely was, on the relation of her experience received as a 

candidate for baptism. 

There being no further business the conference adjourned. 

     N. M. Crawford, 

U. W. Wise, C. C.     Mod. 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

    July 11th 1863 

Church met in Conference, Rules of Decorum and minutes of the last meeting 

were read. 

 A letter of dismssion was granted to Sister Rachel Barnwell (formerly Neeson). 

N. M. Crawford 

Mod. 

U. W. Wise, C. C. 

_______________________ 
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 Sunday Morning 

July 12th 1863 

The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Miss Martha Beazley. 

 

_______________________ 

          

August 8th 1863 

Church met in Conference.  The Articles of Faith and Church Covenant, Rules of 

Decorum, and Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 Rec’d letter stating that Sister Rachel Barnwell had been received into the Baptist 

Church at Bairds. 

 Adj. 

 N. M. Crawford 

       Mod. 

U. W. Wise, C. C. 

_______________________ 

 

     Sept. 12th
  1863 

Church met in Conference, Bro. Crawford presiding.  Bro. Wise being absent, S. 

P. Sanford was requested to act as clerk. 

 Appointed Brethren N. M. Crawford and A. B. Sharp as delegates to the Georgia 

Association in October. Bro. Wise to write the letter to the Association. 

                                                                                                            (over) 

 Appointed Brethren A. B. Sharp and S. P. Sanford a committee to collect funds to 

send up to the Association.  There being no further business, adjourned. 

       S. P. Sanford 

         Clerk pro tem 

_______________________ 

 

     Sept. 20th 1863 

At a called Conference of the Colored branch of the Church, Caesar, late servant 

of the late Peter Northen, deceased, and now belonging to Bro. A. B. Sharp, was by 

unanimous vote restored to all the privileges of membership. 

      U. W. Wise 

        Mod pro tem 

_______________________ 

 

No conference in October.  The membership of the Church as reported to the 

Association. 

                                Rec’d. by baptism           3 

                                  “         “  letter               6 

                                  “         “  restoration      4     =   13 

                                Lost      “ letter                7 

                                  “         “ exclusion         0 

                                  “        “   death               2     =    9 
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                             Present membership 

                                                 White           84 

                                                  Black          38  =  122 total 

 Funds collected and sent to the Association for the year $424.00 

_______________________ 

 

Nov. 7th 1863 

Church met in Conference.  Reading of the Articles of Faith and Church Covenant 

was dispensed with.  Minutes of the last meeting were read. 

Sister Elizabeth White was received into Church fellowship by letter from the 

Baptist Church, Forsyth, Monroe County, Georgia. 

                                                                  Adjourned 

N. M. Crawford,  

Moderator 

U. W. Wise 

             Ch. Clerk 

_______________________ 

 

     Colored Church 

      Nov. 22d 1863 

Emaline, servant of Bro. A. B. Sharp, was restored to the fellowship of the 

Church 

 Angy, Servant of Sister L. B. Burton was, on the relation of her experience, 

received as a candidate for baptism. 

_______________________ 

 

Dec. 12th 1863 

Church met in Conference.  After the usual preliminary exercises, there being no 

business, the Conference adjourned. 

                                                          U. W. Wise 

                                                                        Ch. Clerk 

_______________________ 

 

Dec. 13th 1863 

On application, letters of dismission were granted to Bro. Wm. R. Battle and his 

wife, Sister C. D. Battle, and also to Sister Amanda L. Beck. 

      U. W. Wise 

       Ch. Clerk                                                                        

_______________________ 

 

     May 7th 1864 

Church met in Conference.  Reading of the Articles of Faith and Covenant and of 

the Rules of Decorum was dispensed with. 

 There being no business, Conference adjourned.             

       U. W. Wise 

 Ch. Clerk 
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_______________________ 

 

 June 11th 1864 

Church met in Conference.  The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. 

 There being no business, the Conference adjourned, 

      U. W. Wise 

       Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

  Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

 July 9th 1864 

Church met in Conference.  The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. 

 There being no business before the body, the Conference adjourned, 

      U. W. Wise 

 Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford 

  Moderator 

_______________________ 

 

                                                             August 13th 1864 

Church met in Conference.  The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. 

 Miss Eliza Crosthwait presented herself as a candidate for admission into the 

Church. After a statement of her experience, she was received as a candidate for the 

ordinance of baptism. 

 Adjourned. 

        U. W. Wise 

N.M. Crawford Mod.                                       Ch. Clerk                                                                                                           

_______________________ 

 

Church met in special Conference.  The Moderator laid before the Conference a 

letter from Brother A. J. Cheves now in the Army of Virginia, stating his impressions and 

convictions in regard to entering the Gospel Ministry.  Whereupon it was resolved that 

the Church to encourage brother Cheves in his resolution to set himself apart to the work 

of the ministry, and to exercise therein on all suitable opportunities, and that the 

Moderator give him license to do so. 

 Adjourned. 

      U. W. Wise 

 Ch. Clerk 

N. M. Crawford, Mod. 

_______________________ 
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Church met in special Conference.   A letter was read from Bro. A. Judson 

Cheves in the Army of Virginia, expressing to the Church his impressions relative to 

entering the ministry, whereupon a resolution was unanimously adopted recommending 

and encouraging him to exercise his gifs on all suitable occasions, in exhortation and in 

preaching the Gospel. 

 N. M. Crawford 

U. W. Wise                                                           Moderator 

  Ch Clerk 

_______________________ 

 

      June [space], 1865 

Church met in Conference.  The reading of the Rules of Decorum was dispensed 

with. 

 The door of the Church being opened for the reception of members, P. Baldwin 

Robinson Esq. presented himself and on the relation of his experience, was received as a 

candidate for baptism. 

 In the evening the ordinance of Baptism was administered to him.  The same 

evening the right hand of Church fellowship was extended to him; and after a statement 

to the Church of his impressions in relation to the entering of the ministry, the Church by 

a unanimous vote, recommended and exhorted him to devote his talents to the high 

calling, and to exercise his gifts on all suitable occasions. after which he rec- a letter of 

dismission. 

      N. M. Crawford 

        Moderator 

U. W. Wise 

  Church Clerk         

 

 Phillip Baldwin Robinson graduated from Mercer University in the class of 1854. 

He was about 35 years of age when baptized by N. M. Crawford and licensed to preach 

on the same day.  

_______________________ 

 

                                                  October [space], 1865 

After service today, Church went into Conference, Bro. A. J. Cheney acting as 

moderator and S. P. Sanford as clerk.  On motion Brethren N. M. Crawford and A. J. 

Cheney were appointed delegates to the Georgia Association, which meets at Bairds’ 

Church.  Bro. Willet was appointed to write the Church letter to the Association.  

Adjourned. 

 S. P. Sanford 

        Clerk pro tem 

 

                                                               Penfield 

                                                               Nov. [space], 1865 

At a called conference today, after service, Bro. Crawford acting as Moderator, 

and S. P. Sanford as clerk, Brother Crawford signified his intention of leaving in a short 

time for Georgetown, Kentucky, and applied for letters of dismission for himself, for his 
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wife, Mrs. Annie Crawford, his daughter, Miss Mary A. S. Crawford, and his two sons 

Louis G. and Wm. H. Crawford, which letters were granted by the Church.  A letter of 

dismission was also granted to J. J. S. Callaway. 

      S. P. Sanford 

        Clerk pro tem 

 

       Penfield   January [space], 1866 

At a conference of the Church called today for the purpose of making 

arrangements to keep up religious worship, S. P. Sanford acted as Moderator, and J. E. 

Willet as clerk.  After an interchange of views, agreed to request Bro. V. A. Bell to act as 

a supply for the Church, on the Second Sabbath of each month, during the year, or until 

we could make more satisfactory arrangements.  Agreed also to request Bro. Bell to 

conduct services for us on our regular Conference days.  Appointed Bro. Willet to see 

Bro. Philip B. Robinson, and if possible, secure his services for the 4th Sabbath in each 

month. 

 Granted letters of dismission to Robt. H. Harris and Felix C. Reid. 

                                                                            J. E. Willet Clk pro tem 

 

      Feby 10th 1866 

Church met in Conference.  After the usual preliminary exercises the Conference 

proceeded to business. 

 Bro. Bell signified his acceptance of the call of the Church to serve as a Supply 

for the Church for the present year, or until the brethren could secure a regular pastor. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. Thos. W. Robinson. 

 The clerk and deacons were appointed a committee to revise the roll of Church 

membership. 

 U. W. Wise 

        Clerk 

 

     March 10h 1866 

Church met in Conference.  After the usual preliminary exercises the Conference 

proceeded to business. 

 Nathan J. Bussey was received into Church fellowship by letter from Mt. Hope 

Baptist Church. 

 The committee to revise the roll of Church membership was continued to the next 

meeting. 

 The case of Sister Mary Phipps was mentioned. The brethren agreed to make an 

effort to raise money for her relief. 

 Adjourned. 

      U. W. Wise 

       Clerk 

 

     April 7th 1866 

Church met in Conference.  After the usual preliminary exercises, the Conference 

proceeded to business.   After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, 
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 The door of the church being opened, Robert A. H. S. Stanford was, on relation of 

his experience received as a candidate for baptism. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. A. J. Cheves and his wife Sister Anna 

Cheves. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Martha Blitch and to Sister Harriet 

Hobbs. 

 Adjourned 

 U. W. Wise 

Ch. Clerk 

 

April 15th 1866 

Church met in Special Conference. On the opening of the door of the Church 

Madison Reese was on the relation of his Christian Experience received as a candidate 

for baptism. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren George A. Granberry and Edwin 

B. Carroll. 

 Adjourned 

      U. W. Wise 

       Ch Clerk 

     

    April 15th 1866 

Afternoon. The ordinance of Baptism was administered to Robert A. H. S. 

Stanford and Madison Reese. And in the evening the right hand of fellowship was 

extended to these brethren. 

     U. W. Wise 

      Ch. Clerk 

_______________________ 

 

    May 8th 1866 

Church met in Conference. After the usual preliminary exercises, the door of the 

church was opened and Bro. J. T. Dupree was at his request received under the watch 

care of the Church. 

 The Committee appointed to report on the roll of Church membership was 

continued. 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise, Ch. Clk 

 

 John T. Dupree was an 1868 graduate of Mercer University. He was a planter 

and teacher in Wilkinson County, Georgia. 

_______________________ 

 

    May 22nd 1866 

Church met in Special Conference. The door of the Church was opened, and C. K. 

Henderson was on the relation of his Christian experience received as a candidate for 

baptism. 
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 Charles K. Henderson was an 1868 graduate of Mercer University. He pastored 

churches in Perry, Cedartown, Woodlawn, and Gadsden, Alabama and others.  

 

    May 22nd 1866 

     Sunday afternoon 

The ordinance of baptism was administered to C. K. Henderson; and the same 

night the right hand of fellowship was extended. 

     U. W. Wise, C. C. 

_______________________ 

 

    June 8th 1866 

Church met in Conference. Rules of Decorum, and minutes of the last meeting were read. 

 The committee appointed to examine and report on the roll of Church 

membership made report and were discharged. 

 Brethren Woodfin, Willet and Wise were appointed a Committee to correspond 

with the members residing without the bounds of the church and to communicate to them 

the following resolution unanimously adopted by the Conference. 

Resolution 

 Resolved by the Penfield Baptist Church in Conference assembled this day, that a 

Committee of three be appointed whose duty it shall be to correspond with those 

members of our Church who do not now reside in this Community, and of whose 

religious state we know nothing, requesting them to communicate with us, with regard to 

their spiritual condition, and suggesting that it is their duty to withdraw from our church 

and to connect themselves with churches in the community in which they reside. 

 The following preamble and resolution were introduced and unanimously 

adopted, and ordered to be spread upon the minutes: 

 “Whereas the Georgia Baptist Association, at its last annual meeting in reply to a 

query from one of the Churches within its bounds passed and has published the following 

answer: “We are unanimously of the opinion that all Church members who dance, or are 

either aiders or abettors in dancing, should be counseled and disciplined, and if they still 

persist in such conduct, they should be expelled. And whereas it is the duty of the 

Churches to define clearly their views on questions of disorder at all times, and especially 

after periods of great political convulsions (like the late war) which naturally tend to 

efface the lines of distinction between the Church and the world, and to beget a 

conformity to practices and amusements not sanctioned by the word of God; therefore 

 Resolved that the Penfield Baptist Church hereby solemnly expresses its 

concurrence with the Georgia Baptist Association as to the impropriety of dancing by 

members of the Church; and as to the rule of discipline in such cases recommended by 

that body.” 

 Adjourned. 

     U. W. Wise 

 

    Penfield, Ga. June 17th 1866 

Church met in Special Conference. The door of the Church was opened for the 

reception of members, when Geo. W. A. Brantley came forward and on the relation of his 

Christian experience was received as a candidate for the ordinance of baptism. 
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     U. W. Wise, 

      Ch. Clerk 

____________________ 

 

Penfield, June 24th 1866 

    Sunday afternoon 

The ordinance of baptism was administered to George W. A. Brantly; and at a 

meeting at night the right hand of Church fellowship was extended to Bro. Brantly. 

    U. W. Wise 

     Ch. Clerk 

____________________ 

 

    Penfield July 7th 1866 

 Church met in conference. After religious services by Bro. Bell, Bro. Willet was 

appointed Clerk pro tem. 

 Read the minutes and rules of decorum. The committee appointed to correspond 

with members who reside out of the community; reported that they had written to eleven 

members – all whose addresses they could procure. Received the report and discharged 

the committee. 

 Bro. Robert A. H. S. Stanford reported that he had recently drank of intoxicating 

liquors, and while intoxicated, had acted in a disorderly manner. 

 He apologized for his misconduct – expressed his regret and desired the 

forgiveness of the Church. After a free interchange of opinions, and a full statement of 

the facts, the Church agreed to receive the acknowledgments of Bro. Stanford & to 

extend forgiveness for his breach of Christian decorum. Adjourned. 

     J. E. Willet 

      Clk. pro tem 

 

    Penfield, Aug. 11th 1866 

 Church met in conference. Bro. Wise, the former clerk, having moved away from 

the community, on motion of Bro. Willet, Bro. Woodfin was elected clerk. 

 Voted to postpone the ordinance of communion until September. A letter of 

dismission was granted to Bro. A. C. Butler. Adjourned. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

      Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield Sep. 8th 1866 

Church met in conference. The moderator being absent Bro. Sanford was 

appointed Chairman. 

Bro. James W. Morrow having reported to Bro. Woodfin that he had lapsed into 

wicked courses and did not wish to reform, he was on motion expelled. 

Bro. Willet offed the following resolution with regard to Bro A. F. Durham:  

Whereas Bro. A F. Durham, since connecting himself with this Church October 30th
 1859 

has in a great measure if not entirely, neglected all his Church duties – and -  Whereas it 

is currently reported that he is now leading an immoral life – Therefore -  Resolved that a 

committee of three be appointed, who shall notify Bro. Durham of these charges and 
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request his attendance at our next Conference, and who shall also investigate the charges 

and report the evidence thus obtained. 

Committee Brethren Willet, Robinson, and Beck. 

Brethren Sanford and Sharp were elected delegates to the Ga. Bap. Association – 

and the same brethren were appointed a committee for collecting funds. 

   Adjourned 

W. G. Woodfin 

Ch. Clerk 

 

There was no conference in October in consequence of the absence of brethren at 

Association and elsewhere. 

 

                        

 Penfield Oct. 21st 1866 

After prayer meeting, Church met in special Conference and appointed Brethren 

Willet and Sharp a committee to superintend the repairs of the Church. 

Adjourned 

W. G. Woodfin 

 Ch. Clerk 

 

Penfield Oct 28th 1866 

After services Church met in special Conference, Bro. Willet in the Chair.  A 

committee of Sisters, Misses Carrie Sanders, Fannie Spencer, and Bettie Robinson was 

appointed to procure funds for the purchase of a Bible and Hymn Book for the use of the 

Church. 

 Adjourned 

W. G. Woodfin  

Ch. Clerk 

 

Penfield Nov. 10th 1866 

 Church met in Conference, Bro. Tucker in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved, 

 The committee in the case of Bro. A. F. Durham reported as follows:  The 

committee appointed at the September Conference to investigate the charges preferred 

against Bro. A. F. Durham, beg leave to report, that we have corresponded with Bro. 

Durham, & that he admits that he has persistently neglected his Church duties and that he 

has used spirituous liquors to excess and still does so, without expressing any resolution 

to reform or any desire to continue his connection with the Church.  The committee 

therefore propose the following resolution – 

   Resolved- That Bro. A. F. Durham, in view of his long continued neglect of 

Church duties, of his habitual excess in the use of spirituous liquors, and of his 

indifference towards amendment, be excluded from the Church. 

       J. E. Willet 

       Chairman 

Wherefore Bro. A. F. Durham was excluded. It was voted to dispense with 

reading of the Church Covenant and rules of Decorum 
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       W. G. Woodfin, Ch. Clerk 

 

 

                                                           Penfield Dec. 8th 1866 

The Church met in Conference, Bro. Sanford in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

conference were read and approved.  Letters of dismission were granted to the following 

brethren:  D. C. Blount, A. C. Butler, M. Reese, G. W. A. Brantley and B. C. Dickinson. 

 The same ladies who raised the funds were continued as a committee with the 

view of purchasing a Bible and Hymn Book. The Deacons were requested to make 

arrangements for paying the salary of Brethren Robinson and Bell. 

 Dr. John J. Brantly was elected pastor of the Church & the Deacons were 

requested to see how much money could be raised and pledged for his support. 

     Adjourned 

 W.G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 

 

No conference meetings were held either in January or February. 

 

                                                      Penfield March 9th 1867 

The Church met in Conference, the pastor in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved.                                                    

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. A. L. Morgan, Bro. P. Robinson and to 

the following sisters – Mrs. E. L. Robinson, Miss Elizabeth E. Robinson and Mrs. A. 

Welch. Sisters Emily Gresham and Martha E. Lindsay were received by letter from the 

First Baptist Church at Dalton. Bro. O. C. Cheeves was received into the fellowship of 

the Church by letter from the Church at Traveler’s Rest and Bro. A. G. Upshaw by letter 

from the Church at Union. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Bro. N. J. Bussey. 

 Bro. William Morgan was appointed a committee to obtain supplies from the 

county for Sister Mary Phipps. 

      Adjourned 

        W. G. Woodfin 

          Ch. Clerk  

 

 Abraham Garland Upshaw was born in 1843 in Meriwether County, Georgia and 

died April 18, 1918. He is buried in the Madras Cemetery, Coweta County, Georgia. He 

served in Company B, 13th Georgia Regiment, CSA and lost his right arm at Sharpsburg 

September 17, 1862. 

 

Penfield April 13th 1867 

 Church met in Conference.  Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  

A letter was received from the Baptist Church at Greensboro stating that Bro. P. 

Robinson and Sisters E. L. Robinson, E. E. Robinson and A. Welch had been received 

into their fellowship by letter from this Church.  Bro. Obadiah Thompson and Sister 

Margaret W. Thompson were received into the fellowship of this Church by letter from 

the Baptist Church at Lexington. 
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 On motion, it was resolved to raise an amount of money sufficient to defray the 

expenses of Bro. Brantly to the Ga. Bap. Convention. Whereupon a collection was taken 

and the sum of $2250/100 was realized and handed to Bro. Brantly.  It was resolved that the 

time for holding the meetings of the Church be changed from the second and fourth to the 

first and third Sabbaths, and that the meeting of the Church for business be held on the 

Saturday before the first Sabbath in each month. 

 A vacancy in the deaconship having been caused by the removal of Bro. Robinson 

from our midst, on motion, it was resolved to go into the election of Deacon.  Whereupon 

Bro. Obadiah Thompson was unanimously elected Deacon of this Church.  On motion it 

was resolved to ordain Bro. Thompson, in accordance with the usage of the Baptist 

Church, on Sabbath 5th of May proximus after the morning services, and to celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper in the afternoon of the same day. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 

  

      Penfield May 4th 1867 

The Church met in Conference - the Pastor in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved.  Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. J. L. 

Tarwater and Sister Rebecca Tarwater. 

     Adjourned  

        W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 

 

     Penfield June 1st 1867 

The Church met in Conference and the minutes of the last meeting were 

approved. A letter was received from the Baptist Church at Athens stating that Bro. N. J. 

Bussey had been admitted to the fellowship of that Church. 

 It was resolved that the eleven copies of the Psalmody, in the hands of Bro. Willet 

be turned over to the leader of the choir. 

 The ladies appointed for the purpose reported through Bro. Willet that they had 

purchased a Bible. Their report was received, and on motion the remainder of the money 

was turned over to the Deacons for paying the current expenses of the Church.  

  Bro. John J. Brantly and Sister Della Brantly were received into the fellowship of 

the Church by letter from the Baptist Church at Newberry, S. C. 

     Adjourned. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 

 

 Dr. John Joyner Brantly was on the faculty of Mercer University from 1867 to 

1893. He was professor of Belles Lettres and Philosophy. 

 

There was no Conference held in July. 

 

      August 3rd 1867 

 The Church met in Conference - the pastor in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved.  A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Gwill, 
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formerly Mrs. Hobbs.  Letters of dismission were also granted to Bro. Jefferson M. 

Falkner and to Bro. W. H. H. Branch and wife.  Sister M. S. Morgan was received by 

letter from the Baptist Church at Bethesda and Bro. V. A. Bell and wife from the Baptist 

Church at Shiloh. 

 It being our quarterly meeting, Bro. John G. Holtzclaw was recognized as 

corresponding member from Bairds’ Church and was requested to sit with us in 

Conference.   Bro. Holtzclaw expressed the desire that the fraternal intercourse, which 

had been interrupted by the war, might be renewed.  Whereupon Brethren Brantly, 

Thompson and Woodfin were appointed to visit the Church at Bairds at their next 

quarterly meeting.  On motion of Bro Willet it was resolved that the records of the 

Church be opened to any discreet Brethren in the case of G. W. Ashburn formerly 

expelled from this Church.  Adjourned. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

Ch. Clerk 

On Saturday August 31st no conference was held. 

 

Rev. Van Archibald Bell was born July 4, 1832 in Anderson County, South 

Carolina. He served as pastor of churches in northwest Georgia and also served in the 

Confederate Army. He died February 16, 1901 and is buried in the Hardeman Cemetery, 

Farill, Cherokee County, Alabama. 

 

    Penfield Sep. 25th 1867 

The Church met in Conference, Pastor in the chair.  The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved.  Brother Antoine Fluker was received by letter from the 

Baptist Church at Phillips’s Mills - Brethren Furman and Rev. Tupper and Bro. Charles 

M. Carswell were received under the watch care of the Church. 

 Brethren Thompson and Tucker were appointed delegates to the Ga. Bap. 

Association, and the Deacons were requested to raise funds. 

  A letter of dismission was granted Sister S. Green. 

    Adjourned 

     W. G. Woodfin 

Ch. Clerk 

 

 Rev. Antoine A. Fluker was an 1869 graduate of Mercer University. He was born 

February 18, 1842 and died January 10, 1912. He is buried in the Woodville Cemetery, 

Greene County, Georgia. 

 Charles Mallory Carswell was an 1869 graduate of Mercer University. He was a 

minister and teacher. He was born May 29, 1846 in Burke County, Georgia and died 

January 3, 1915. He is buried in the Hephzibah Cemetery, Richmond County, Georgia. 

 

There was no Conference held in October. 

 

Penfield Nov. 30th 1867 

Church met, Pastor acting as Moderator.  Bro. Clerk being absent Bro. S. P. 

Sanford was requested to act as clerk. 
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 Granted a letter of dismission to Bro. V. A. Bell and wife.  On motion of S. P. 

Sanford it was unanimously resolved that the thanks of the Church are due to our highly 

esteemed Pastor, for his self-sacrificing, faithful and efficient labors during the past year, 

and that he be requested to so continue as long as it may be agreeable to him.  Dr. Brantly 

signified his willingness to serve us for the next year. 

 There being no further business 

Adjourned 

        S. P. Sanford 

         Clerk pro tem 

 

There was no Conference held in December. 

 

No Conference in January 1868. 

 

 

      Penfield Feb. 29th 1868 

The Church met in Conference, the Pastor in the chair. 

 On motion, it was resolved to change the time of holding Conference meetings to 

the first Sabbath immediately after Morning Service. 

 Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. William Morgan and his wife Sister 

Fannie Morgan. 

    Adjourned 

     W. G. Woodfin 

      Ch. Clerk 

     

Penfield March 1st 1868 

The Church met in Conference, the Pastor in the Chair. 

 The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.  Bro. T. E. Daniel, a 

licensed minister, joined by letter. 

 There being no other business, conference adjourned. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 

 

Penfield April 5th 1868 

The Church met in Conference, and, there being no business, adjourned. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch.Clerk 

                                          

      Penfield May 3rd 1868 

The Church met in Conference, and adjourned without transacting any business. 

     W. G. Woodfin 

      Ch. Clerk 

 

The Church did not meet in Conference during the months of June, July, and 

August.  
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    Penfield September 6th 1868 

The Church met in Conference, the Pastor in the chair. 

A communication was received from Sister Mary Phipps requesting aid, which 

was referred to the deacons. 

Letters of dismission were granted to Bro. U. W. Wise and Sister H. M. Wise - 

also to Bro. T. E, Daniel.  The clerk was requested to state in Bro. Daniel’s letter, that he 

was received into this Church by letter, and that he came to us licensed to preach the 

Gospel.  Adjourned. 

    W. G. Woodfin 

Ch. Clerk 

 

   Penfield Oct. 4th 1868 

The Church met in Conference.  The minutes of the last meeting were read and 

approved. 

 There being no business adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

      Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield Nov. 1st 1868 

Church met in Conference - the Pastor in the chair. 

 The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Letters of dismission were granted to Brethren Henderson, Upshaw and Cheeves.  

A letter was received from the Baptist Church at Monroe, Ga. stating that Sister Greene 

had deposited her letter with them; one from the Baptist Church at Vineland N. J. stating 

that Sister Wise had deposited her letter with them, and one from the Baptist Church at 

Montgomery stating that Bro. Falkner had deposited his letter with them. 

     Adjourned 

      W. G. Woodfin 

         Ch. Clerk 

 

    Penfield Dec. 6th 1868 

The Church met in Conference, the Pastor in the chair.  The minutes of the last meeting 

were read and approved.   The amount due the Pastor for the current year was promptly 

subscribed - and on motion of Bro. Janes  - and at the Pastor’s request -  it was resolved 

to raise $165 to meet the quarterly payments due on an insurance policy which he had 

taken out -  the said amount to be considered as his salary during the year 1869. Bro. 

Willet was elected Treasurer of the Church - his duties to begin with the year 1869. 

 

 No conference in January. 

 

Feb. 7th 1869 - The Church met in Conference.  The minutes of the December 

Conference were read and approved. 

 Bro. C. C. Anderson and Sister Eliza Crossthwait were granted letters of 

dismission.  Adjourned. 

       W. G. Woodfin 

        Ch. Clerk 
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March 7th 1869.  Church met in Conference. Letters of dismission were granted to 

Bro. A. B. Sharp and his wife Sister M. C. Sharp. The Church received a letter stating 

that Bro. Upshaw had deposited his letter with the Church at Bowden, Ga.  Adjourned 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk  

 

There was no Conference in May. 

 

June 6th 1869.  Church met in Conference.  Bro. A. P. Woodfin and his wife were 

received from the Rome Church by letter.  Adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin    

       Ch. Clerk 

 

There was no Conference in July, August, and September. 

 

Oct. 3rd 1869.  Church met in Conference.  A letter of dismission was granted to 

Sister M. L. Morgan.  Brethren J. J. Brantly and O. Thompson were elected delegates to 

the Ga. Baptist Association.  The sum of $8 was raised for missions. 

 Adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk 

No Conference in November and December. 

 

There was no Conference held in January. 

 

Feb. 6th 1870.  The Church met in Conference - and resolved to hold its meetings 

for business quarterly.  Letters of dismission were granted to Sister Ella M. Dickinson, 

(formerly Miss E. M. Lindsay) and Bro. Antoine Fluker. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

Adjourned                                                                  Ch. Clerk 

 

May 1st 1870. Church met in Conference. 

 The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. Sister Elizabeth Barnett 

was received by letter from the Baptist Church at Crawfordville, and Bro. R. J. Peek was 

received by letter from the Baptist Church at Shiloh.  Bro. Peek was dismissed from the 

Shiloh Church an ordained Deacon 

  Adjourned    W. G. Woodfin 

          Church Clerk 

Penfield Sep. 4th 1870.  The Church met in Conference the Pastor in the chair.  

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

 A letter of dismission was granted to Sister Eliza English.  A letter was received 

from the Baptist Church at Albany stating that Sister Ella M. Dickinson (formerly Miss 

Ella M. Lindsay) had been received by letter from us into their membership. 
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 Brethren Brantly and Thompson were elected delegates to the Georgia Baptist 

Association.  The amount of $12.50 was raised for Domestic Missions and $12.50 for 

Foreign Missions. 

  Adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Church Clerk 

 

 

Nov. 6th 1870.  Church met in conference and adjourned without transacting any 

business. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk 

Nov. 20th 1870.  A called Conference granted a letter of Dismission to Sister 

Annie L. Woodfin.  Adjourned 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk 

 

Jan. 1st 1871.  A called Conference granted a letter of dismission to Bro. R. J. 

Peek. Adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk       

 

Jan 15th 1871.  A called Conference of the Church granted a letter of dismission to 

Sister Sarah O. Tucker.  Adjourned 

          W. G. Woodfin 

       Ch. Clerk 

 

Jan. 20th 1871. A called Conference granted letters of dismission to Bro. S. P. 

Sanford and Sister Maria F. Sanford; to Bro. J. E. Willet and Sister Emily Willet; to Bro. 

W. G. Woodfin and Sister H. S. Woodfin; to Bro. John J. Brantly and Sister D. A. 

Brantly; and to Bro. S. Garrison.   Adjourned. 

      W. G. Woodfin 

       Church Clerk                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alphabetical List of Members 

Jan. 10, 1846, in the order received. 

A. 

Wm. D. Atkinson, (L.P) 

Richard Asbury 

 

B. 
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Benj. Brantly 

 Mrs. Susan F. Brantly 

 Mrs. Sarah J. Brookes Dis. 

Elder J. S. Baker 

 Mrs. S. Baker 

Michael Barry 

 Mrs. Janet Broughton 

Elder I. L. Brookes Dis 

John W. Burney 

Jesse M. Battle 

 

C. 

Luke J. Callaway Dis 

 Mrs. Jane Callaway Dis 

Reuben S. Callaway 

 Mrs. Lucy A. Carrie 

Wm. Cooper 

 

D. 

James Davant, Deacon 

 Mrs. Rebecca Davant 

John T. Dickinson 

 Miss Ellen C. Davant 

Elder J. L. Dagg 

 Mrs. Mary Dagg 

 Miss Elizabeth T. Dagg 

John F. Dagg, (L.P.) 

 

E.  

Reuben Edmonds 

 Mrs. M. Edmonds 

 

F. 

Williamson N. Fluker  

 

G.  

Lemuel Greene, (Deacon) 

E. T. Greer (marked through) 

John C. Gunn, (L. P.) 

 Mrs. Sarah Greene 

 

H. 

 Mrs. Nancy Hubbard 

Nathan Hobbs 

 Mrs. Mary R. Hobbs 

John Harris, (L. P.) 
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 Miss Jane A. Harris 

Robert W. Hubbard 

Richard B. Hubbard 

 

J. 

 Mrs. E. J. Janes 

 Miss Mary E. Janes 

Absalom Janes 

 Mrs. Cordelia Janes 

 

K. 

Andrew Kennedy 

 Miss Nancy Kennedy 

Robert Andrew (Andrew marked out) Kitchens 

 

L. 

 Mrs. Cynthia Lawrence 

A. M. Lansdell 

 

 

 

M. 

 Miss Amanda Macon 

 Miss Evelina H. Macon 

 Mrs. Nancy M’Whorter    

 Mrs. Laureny Mell 

 Miss Mary A. Mell 

William H. Morgan 

 Mrs. [unreadable] Morgan 

Wm. Morgan 

Robert Massey 

 

N. 

Peter Northen, (Deacon) 

 Mrs. Louisa M. Northen 

 Miss Julia F. Northen    

Thos. C. Neel   

 Miss Louisa A. Northen 

 

O. 

John Oliver Dis 

A[unreadable] Oliver Dis 

Andrew Oliver 

 

P. 

 Miss Mary Phipps 
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 Mrs. Mahitable Pierce 

 

R. 

Elder Wm. Richards 

 Mrs. Ann Richards 

Samuel Richards 

 Mary Ann W. Randle 

 Mrs. Martha H. Roberts 

Elder J. L. Reynolds 

 Mrs. C. Reynolds 

 

S. 

S. P. Sanford 

Dickinson H. Sanders 

 Miss E. A. H. Sanders 

Elder B. M. Sanders, (Pastor) 

 Mrs. Cynthia Sanders 

Richard H. Stevens 

 Mrs. Cornelia M. Sanders 

 

T. 

J. L. Tarwater 

 Mrs. Mary A. Tarwater 

 

W. 

 Mrs. Margaret Willis 

Hillman Williams, (L.P.) 

 Mrs. Martha Willburn 

George T. Wilburn 

Seaborn J. Walker 

B. S. Walker 

J. T. Willis 

T. P. Wilkes 

            

 

 

                                                                                     

     




